
LONDON: A major British inquiry into
decades of child abuse and the possible
role of powerful figures in covering it up is
likely to last around five years, its head said
yesterday, warning that no one would be
immune from scrutiny. Britain has been
rocked by a series of child sex abuse scan-
dals dating back to the 1970s involving
celebrities and politicians. Various institu-
tions have been accused of failing to follow
up abuse allegations and, in some cases, of
actively covering them up.

They include high-profile cases such as
BBC presenter Jimmy Savile, who abused
hundreds of victims for decades, and accu-
sations about former lawmaker Cyril Smith.
Both men are now dead.

The government ordered the independ-
ent inquiry last July but it has been delayed
after the first two chairwomen appointed
by interior minister Theresa May had to quit
before starting because of their links to fig-
ures connected to the allegations.

“The task ahead is daunting. The sexual
abuse of children over successive genera-
tions has left permanent scars, not only on
the victims themselves, but on society as a
whole,” inquiry chair, New Zealand High
Court judge Lowell Goddard, said at its for-
mal launch.

Goddard said the inquiry would be com-
prehensive, inclusive and thorough, adding
that too many individuals and institutions
had been “sheltered from accountability”.
The inquiry will provide an opportunity to
expose past failures to protect children and
confront those responsible, Goddard said.

“We must travel from the corridors of
power in Westminster to children’s homes
in the poorest parts of the country.”

“Ambitious”
Goddard said the government had giv-

en the “largest and most ambitious public
inquiry ever established in England and
Wales” a budget of 17.9 million pounds
($27.5 million) for the coming year.

She said she expected to complete the
inquiry by the end of 2020, but would pub-
lish annual reports from next year including

findings and recommendations.
The inquiry can compel witnesses to

give evidence and has already written to
more than 240 institutions warning them
not to destroy records which may be
needed. “No one, no matter how appar-
ently powerful, will be allowed to obstruct
our enquiries into institutional failings
and no one will  have immunity from
scrutiny by virtue of their position,” said
Goddard. “We have the tools we need to
get the truth and we will not hesitate to
use them.” — Reuters
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LOUISVILLE: In this file photo, Sen Rand Paul, R-Ky holds up his cell phone as
he speaks before announcing the start of his presidential campaign. — AP

Kremlin critics say ‘climate
of fear’ grows in Russia

Two NGOs branded ‘foreign agents’ opt to close

MOSCOW: Kremlin critics say a climate of
fear is growing in Russia after the upper
house of parliament drew up a list of
“undesirable” civil rights organizations and
two similar groups decided to close.

Dynasty, a charitable foundation which
sponsors science and education, and the
Committee Against Torture said they would
stop operating after being branded “for-
eign agents” under a law that applies to
groups that receive funding from abroad.
Twelve more non-governmental organiza-
tions were named on a “patriotic stop-list”
approved by the Federation Council upper
house on Wednesday and sent to the pros-
ecutor general to consider whether they
should be closed. Opposition and human
rights activists say the moves are part of a
broader clampdown on civil society and
Kremlin opponents since Vladimir Putin’s
return to the presidency in 2012.

The Kremlin denies launching a clamp-
down but Tanya Lokshina, Russia program
director for New York-based Human Rights
Watch, said other lists of “undesirables”
were likely to be presented soon by law-
makers. “These lists have no legal power,
but they do enjoy the very real power to
intimidate and incite self-censorship. They
have already become an important part of
the witch hunt against critics of the govern-
ment by creating a climate of hostility, fear,
and suspicion,” she said in a statement.

In a sarcastic reaction to the decision by
the Dynasty Foundation to shut its doors,
opposition politician Alexei Navalny said on
Twitter it was “mission accomplished”.

“An excellent, accurate and effective
blow by Putin’s Patriots. Right in the nest of
these hostile vipers - young physicists,
mathematicians and molecular biologists,”
he wrote. Navalny, one of the leaders of
2011-12 protests against Putin, has a sus-
pended jail sentence hanging over him on
embezzlement charges which he says are
politically motivated.  Some other Putin
critics are in prison or have fled Russia.

‘Foreign Agents’
The 12 NGOs on the lawmakers’ “patri-

otic stop-list” included several that are
based in the United States. Among the
groups were Freedom House, a democracy
and civil liberties group, and the Open
Society Foundation, a grant-making net-
work founded by investor and philanthro-
pist George Soros. The upper house has
asked the prosecutor general to decide
whether the 12 are a threat to national
security under a new law that allows such
groups to be shut and carries a jail sen-
tence.

Putin has warned against allowing the
West to use local civil rights groups to
foment unrest in Russia and Konstantin
Kosachev, a senior member of the upper

house, cited similar concerns when pre-
senting the list to the chamber.

Soon after Putin returned to the Kremlin
in 2012, he approved a law tightening con-
trols on NGOs funded from abroad, forcing
any that engages in “political activity” to
register as a “foreign agent”, a derogatory
term dating to the Cold War. Dynasty
announced its decision to close on
Wednesday in a brief statement on its web-
site. Its main sponsor, wealthy businessman
Dmitry Zimin, said he was not prepared to
let it operate under such a label.

Groups that have been affected say
being included on the “foreign agents”
register attaches a stigma to them which
makes it impossible to find sponsors and
collaborators inside Russia, and they are
also subject  to burdensome off ic ial
audits.

Supporters of Dynasty, which gave
grants to young scholars, have said its
treatment shows the law is  f lawed.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said
the decision had nothing to do with the
presidential administration, adding that
“the foundation could have continued
its operations”. The Committee Against
Torture, which tries to prevent torture
and whose office in the Chechnya region
had been attacked, also said it was not
wi l l ing to work under  the “ foreign
agent” tag.—Reuters

Angolans resentful as 
China tightens its grip

LUANDA: When a halving of oil prices left a gaping hole in Angola’s
finances this year, it became clear sub-Saharan Africa’s third largest
economy needed help fast - and President Jose Eduardo dos Santos
knew exactly where to turn. But the multi-billion dollar loans he signed
with China last month have angered Angolans who say they have been
left behind as politicians and China share the spoils and Africa’s second-
largest oil producer becomes ever more reliant on Beijing.

China has lent Angola around $20 billion since a 27-year civil war
ended in 2002, according to Reuters estimates. Repayments are often
paid with oil or funds go directly to Chinese construction firms that have
built roads, hospitals, houses and railways across the southern African
country. This means, however, dollars don’t end up entering the real
economy, increasing costs for ordinary Angolans. “I think the president
humiliates Angolans,” 35-year-old cook Marisa told Reuters as she
bartered with a street trader over peanuts and bananas in the capital.
“The agreements with China are a benefit for them and the president
and not for us.” Police visibility has increased in the streets of Luanda in
response to public suspicion and dissent over how much the govern-
ment would concede to Chinese interests in its bid to revive an econo-
my hit by low crude prices. More than a dozen people were arrested on
June 20 for allegedly planning protests threatening “order and public
security” in response to dos Santos’ China trip.

FLEC, a militant group that wants independence of the northern oil-
rich exclave of Cabinda, demanded China repatriate all its citizens from
the region within two months or risk being “severely punished”. Angola
has the best-funded military in sub-Saharan Africa and dissent is usually
quelled quickly and ruthlessly, making any significant public backlash
against the government unlikely, security experts say.

‘In a pickle’
Apparently aware of unease at home, dos Santos, a Soviet-educated

petroleum engineer who has been in charge for 36 years, kept the
details of the latest deals secret and stressed the “cooperation” and
“mutual benefits” from his Beijing visit. Chinese Premier Xi Jinping hint-
ed at a much more lopsided relationship, saying he had agreed to
“assist” Angola, China’s largest supplier of crude after Saudi Arabia. It is
almost impossible to miss Beijing’s influence in Angola, from construc-
tion site signs in Chinese script to expensive Chinese restaurants and
seedy “Asian-only” massage parlors in the capital’s alleyways.

Despite reservations from jobless Angolans, economists see China’s
dominant role in Angola as necessary. Angola, which relies on oil sales
for 95 percent of foreign exchange revenues, slashed a third off its
budget and said it would need to borrow $25 billion this year - $15 bil-
lion domestically and the rest abroad.

“Lower oil prices have put Angola in a bit of a pickle and the most
obvious place to turn is China,” said Cobus de Hart, an analyst at NKC
African Economics. “If China can help Angola get out of the fiscal hole
then it could be a positive step.” Despite this, many Angolans are dis-
trustful of the relationship, pointing to the millions who still live on less
than $2 a day and World Bank studies that rank the country 169 out of
175 countries in terms of income equality. Beijing’s role in Africa has
often been criticized by Western governments and some African lead-
ers who call it neo-colonial - taking resources in return for infrastructure
that supports China’s construction industry.

“China the master”
There are around 50 Chinese state companies and 400 private com-

panies operating in Angola. They are supposed to use 30 percent
Angolan labor but industry sources say this is rarely observed and
Angolans tend to get the lowliest positions. —Reuters

‘Daunting’ UK child abuse 
inquiry to take five years 

LONDON: Britain’s Prince William, Duke of Cambridge (cen-
ter) smiles as he speaks with pilot John Romain (left) and
Thomas S Kaplan (American philanthropist and art collector
and donor of the Spitfire) during a visit to the Imperial War
Museum in Duxford, north of London yesterday.—AFP


