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VIENNA: Iran and six world powers were close to an
historic nuclear agreement yesterday that could
resolve a more than 12-year dispute over Tehran’s
nuclear ambitions, but they remained deadlocked
on the issue of Iranian arms and missile trade. Over
the past two weeks, Iran, the United States, Britain,
France, Germany, Russia and China have twice
extended a deadline for completing a long-term
deal under which Tehran would curb sensitive
nuclear activities for more than a decade in
exchange for sanctions relief. Russian Deputy
Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov said yesterday he
could not rule out that there would be an agreement
in the coming hours.

But the Iranian state broadcaster Press TV cited an
Iranian official as saying it was unlikely an agreement
would be reached yesterday. US Energy Secretary
Ernest Moniz and Iranian nuclear chief Ali Akbar
Salehi were meeting on yesterday morning. Salehi
told reporters, “Hopefully today is the last day.” Moniz
added: “We’re going to resolve the last issues, if we
can.” However a senior Western diplomat said it was
“very doubtful” the talks would finish on Thursday.

Western countries accuse Iran of seeking the
capability to build nuclear weapons, while Tehran
says its program is peaceful. A deal would depend on
Iran accepting curbs on its nuclear program in return

for the easing of economic sanctions imposed by the
United Nations, United States and  European Union.

A successful deal could be the biggest milestone
in decades towards easing hostility between Iran and
the United States, enemies since Iranian revolutionar-
ies stormed the US embassy in Tehran in 1979. It
would also be a political success for both US
President Barack Obama and Iran’s pragmatic
President Hassan Rouhani, both of whom face skepti-
cism from powerful hardliners at home.

The latest extension of the talks to Friday left open
the possibility an agreement would not arrive in time
to secure a 30-day review period by the Republican-
dominated US Congress. If a deal is sent to Congress
after yesterday, the review period would be doubled
to 60 days, increasing the chance that the deal could
unravel. US Secretary of State John Kerry and Iranian
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif have been
meeting daily for two weeks to overcome the last
remaining obstacles to a deal. French Foreign
Minister Laurent Fabius and his British and German
counterparts have also rejoined the negotiations.

“96 PERCENT COMPLETE”
The White House said President Barack Obama

and his national security team held a video confer-
ence on Wednesday with Kerry, Moniz and the US

negotiating team in Vienna.
Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister Abbas Araqchi said

the main text of the agreement, as well as five techni-
cal annexes, were “around 96 percent complete.”
While the lifting of sanctions was largely agreed,
Araqchi said Tehran’s demand for an end to a UN
Security Council arms embargo was among the most
contentious unresolved points. Tehran says the UN
embargo on conventional weapons must be lifted in
a nuclear deal. Western countries are keen not to
allow Iran to begin importing arms because of its role
supporting sides in conflicts in the Middle East.

Iran has powerful support on this issue from
Russia. Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said the UN
arms embargo should be among the first sanctions
lifted in a deal.

“We are calling for lifting the embargo as soon as
possible and we will support the choices that Iran’s
negotiators make,” he said at a summit of BRICS
countries - Brazil, China, India, Russia and South Africa.
Iran’s President Hasan Rouhani was also at the sum-
mit and due to meet Russian President Vladimir Putin.

Before leaving Tehran on Wednesday, Rouhani
was quoted by the semi-official Mehr news agency as
saying that “Iran is preparing itself for after the negoti-
ations and after sanctions, in which our relations with
other countries ... will expand.” —Reuters

Iran nuke talks lurch towards deadline
Impasse over weapons, missiles persists

VIENNA: The European and US leaders along with representatives from China and Russia meet at a hotel in Vienna yesterday. Iran’s nuclear program lurched toward another deadline yester-
day with diplomats reconvening amid persistent uncertainty and vague but seemingly hopeful pronouncements from participants. —AP

Jet Airways plane 
diverts to Muscat 
after bomb threat

NEW DELHI: A Jet Airways flight from Mumbai
to Dubai made an emergency landing in
Muscat yesterday after a bomb threat, an offi-
cial said, in the second such incident in two
days. All 54 passengers and seven crew mem-
bers were evacuated once the plane landed
safely in an isolated area at Muscat’s interna-
tional airport, a senior Jet Airways spokesman
told AFP. “There was a bomb threat on the
flight. It was a serious threat prompting the
pilot to land at the closest airport,” said Manish
Kalghatgi. “All guests and crew disembarked
without any incident and were taken to the air-
port terminal,” Kalghatgi said, adding the
Omani security agencies were carrying out a
search of the aircraft, baggage and cargo.

Jet Airways is one of India’s biggest airlines
with a fleet of 116 aircraft.  On Tuesday, a
Turkish Airl ines flight from Bangkok to
Istanbul made an emergency landing in New
Delhi after a bomb threat was scrawled in lip-
stick on a bathroom mirror. It was the third
such bomb threat to affect Turkish Airlines
this year alone. —AFP


