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QUITO: Pope Francis on Tuesday said protecting the planet was
no longer a choice but a duty and called for a new “social jus-
tice” where access to the earth’s resources would be based on
equality instead of economic interests. In back-to-back speech-
es on the third day of his trip to Ecuador, the pope made his
first full-court press on environmental issues since the publica-
tion last month of his landmark ecology encyclical “Laudato Si.”.
Speaking before a group that included indigenous people of
the Equatorial Amazon, he also renewed his call for special pro-
tection for the area because of its vital importance to the plan-
et’s ecosystem.

The pope has said he wanted the encyclical to influence a
United Nations climate change summit in Paris in December
and has now effectively taken his campaign to convince gov-
ernments on the road. In September he takes his message to
the United States and the United Nations. “One thing is certain:
we can no longer turn our backs on reality, on our brothers and
sisters, on Mother Earth,” he said in a first speech at the
Pontifical Catholic University of Ecuador.

While he did not specifically mention climate change or its
causes, he quoted often from the encyclical, which said there
was a “very solid scientific consensus” on global warming and
its human causes. He appeared to be making a clear reference
to climate change doubters when he said: “It is wrong to turn
aside from what is happening all around us, as if certain situa-
tions did not exist or have nothing to do with our lives.”

In the encyclical Francis demanded swift action to save the
planet from environmental ruin, called for policies to “drastical-
ly” reduce polluting gases and gradually cut dependence on
fossil fuels. “We are also invited to care for it (the planet), to pro-
tect it, to be its guardians. Nowadays we are increasingly aware
of how important this is. It is no longer a mere recommenda-
tion, but rather a requirement ...” His choice of Ecuador to make
his first post-encyclical speeches on the environment was not
casual.

Ecuador is heavily reliant on oil and mining while boasting
some of the world’s greatest biodiversity including the
Galapagos Islands, on which Charles Darwin formulated his
ideas on evolution. The leftist government of President Rafael
Correa, which introduced austerity measures after a major drop

in oil prices, is walking a tightrope between business and pro-
tecting the environment.

‘Social mortgage’
In both speeches the first pope from Latin America, who has

made defense of the poor a key plank of his papacy, also
touched on the politically delicate issue of whether nature
could be considered private property. “The goods of the earth
are meant for everyone, and however much someone may
parade his property, it has a social mortgage,” the Argentine
pontiff told a group of civic leaders in Quito’s St Francis Church,
the oldest religious building in Latin America.

“In this way we move beyond purely economic justice, based
on commerce, towards social justice, which upholds the funda-
mental human right to a dignified life,” he said in the church,
whose construction began in 1536. “The tapping of natural
resources, which are so abundant in Ecuador, must not be con-
cerned with short-term benefits. As stewards of these riches
which we have received, we have an obligation toward society
as a whole and towards future generations,” he said.

His words in Ecuador were a foretaste of his September trip
to the United States, where most of the criticism of the encycli-
cal has come. Conservatives, including several Republicans
seeking their party’s nomination to run for president in 2016,
have said the pope should not meddle in scientific affairs. But
he has won wide backing from advocates of environmental
protection, including US President Barack Obama and UN
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon.

At the second meeting on Tuesday, representatives of two
Amazon indigenous people, the Tagaeri and the Taromenane,
were due to give him a letter saying they were living “in the
shadow of extermination”. In that speech, the pope quoted
from his encyclical, saying the Amazon “requires greater protec-
tion because of its immense importance for the global ecosys-
tem it possesses an enormously complex biodiversity which is
almost impossible to appreciate fully.” Francis started his last
full day in Ecuador by saying an open-air Mass for nearly a mil-
lion people on the grounds of a former airport in the
Ecuadorean capital, Quito. He visited Bolivia yesterday and the
last leg of the trip is Paraguay. — Reuters
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ECUADOR: Catholic faithful sleep around of the Sanctuary of El Quinche ahead of a visit by Pope Francis yesterday. — AFP

WASHINGTON: They might be so popular as to be
almost an extension of people’s arms, but most
Americans ditch their smartphones and return to the
trusty computer when buying online. That was the
finding of a Gallup survey released Tuesday which
said that 74 percent of adults in the United States
with smartphones usually turn to their computers for
making purchases on the Internet.

The situation is similar when browsing products

online or comparing prices: 62 percent do so on their
computers, while only 21 percent use their smart-
phones. Of the six online activities Gallup measured,
using social media such as Facebook or Twitter is the
only activity Americans say they conduct more by
smartphone (44 percent) than computer (24 percent).
The survey was conducted via the Internet in April-
May with 15,776 US adults who said they had a smart-
phone. — AFP 

Americans ditch smartphones 
when buying online: Gallup 

STAR CITY: Three astronauts set to travel to the
International Space Station this month said yesterday
they had confidence in Russia’s space program,
despite a delay to their trip caused by the failed launch
of a cargo craft. NASA astronaut Kjell Lindgren, who
will be making his first space voyage, admitted he and
his colleagues were “disappointed” their launch had to
be delayed from its planned date in May, but said the
crew had faith in the Russian spacecraft. Russia was
forced to postpone all space travel while it investigat-
ed the failure of an unmanned spaceship taking cargo
to the ISS in late April after it lost communications with
Earth and burned up in the atmosphere.

“Of course we are confident in the engineers, the
professionalism of the Russian space program, to iden-
tify the problems and to ensure that that problem
does not exist with our spaceship,” Lindgren, an

American, told reporters ahead of the astronauts’
departure scheduled for July 23. The glitch, which
Russia has blamed on a design fault occurring with a
specific type of carrier rocket, also forced a group of
astronauts to spend an extra month aboard the ISS.
“The time that we had during the delay has given us
additional time for some refresher training, to spend
time with our families and to rest,” Lindgren said. “And I
think that we are ready to fly whenever the spacecraft
is ready to take us to space.” Japanese astronaut Kimiya
Yui, who like Lindgren is making his maiden space
voyage, also stressed that the delay had given them
more time to prepare for the mission.  “Right now we
are very, very ready,” he said with a smile. “I know that
the Soyuz is a very reliable, safe ship,” he said in
Russian. “I believe that our launch will be the safest
launch ever.” —AFP

‘No fear’; astronauts gear 
up for delayed trip to ISS

ROME: A joint initiative between the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO) and World Health
Organization (WHO) adopted a food standardize codec
which will determine the amount of potassium needed
in food products. Charged with protecting consumer
health, “Codex Alimentarius” will look to highlight the
potassium level in foods enough to prevent non-trans-
mitted diseases. The Codex Alimentarius Commission
has adopted a reference value for potassium, and the
intake level to achieve 3,500 mg of potassium per day for
adults-to be included in its Guideline on Nutrition
Labelling, a statement by FAO said.

The statement added non-communicable diseases
(NCDs) - such as heart disease, stroke, diabetes, cancer
and chronic respiratory diseases-are the biggest cause of
illness and premature death worldwide. The statement
said “a low intake of potassium is associated with a num-

ber of NCDs.” The statement said that increasing con-
sumption of potassium may reduce blood pressure,
decrease the risk of heart disease and stroke and have
beneficial effects on bone-mineral density.

The statement noted that “it can also reduce the neg-
ative effects of high sodium intake.” The statement
added this follows the adoption of reference values on
sodium and saturated fats, and is part of the Codex’s
efforts to take into consideration the increasing public
health problems of obesity and NCDs. The United
Nations food standards body Codex Alimentarius
Commission is meeting in Geneva from 6-11 July 2015
to examine food safety and quality standards.
Established in 1963, the joint commission is charged
with protecting consumer health and ensuring fair prac-
tices in the food trade, the Codex Alimentarius is a joint
initiative of the FAO and WHO. — KUNA

FAO, WHO adopt scale for 
potassium needed in food products


