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HONOLULU: Instead of a trial, most of the peo-
ple arrested in April for blocking construction of
a giant mountaintop telescope will likely partici-
pate in a Hawaiian culture-based form of media-
tion. Three defendants in the case filed a motion
asking for a hooponopono (ho-OH’-po-noh-po-
noh) as an alternative to a trial. Hooponopono is
traditionally used within families to work out dif-
ferences, using prayer and discussion.

Hawaii County Prosecuting Attorney Mitch
Roth said his office supports the motion. He met
with a group of defendants Monday night to dis-
cuss how the unique process may be used in a
criminal case that is rooted in protesters’ belief
that they are protecting Mauna Kea, a site they
consider sacred, from desecration. A total of 31
people were arrested in April when protesters
blocked workers from accessing the construc-
tion site near the summit of Mauna Kea for the
planned $1.4 billion Thirty Meter Telescope. 

Roth’s office later moved to dismiss trespass-
ing charges for 10 defendants. Roth said hoo-
ponopono is being considered only for the
remaining 21 people charged with obstructing.
A few of them have told prosecutors they prefer
to proceed with trial, he said. It’s not being con-
sidered for 12 people who are charged in a sec-
ond round of arrests last month. “It may not be
pure hooponopono. It may be something cul-
turally based between hooponopono and medi-
ation,” Roth said Tuesday. “We’re open. We would
not be a party to it. We’re trying to facilitate how
this would happen.”

In doing that, Roth has asked the defendants
to come back to his office in about two weeks
with parameters for the process. Roth said he
envisions other participants to be representa-
tives from the governor’s office, the state attor-
ney general, the state Department of Land and
Natural Resources, the nonprofit company
building the telescope and the University of
Hawaii, which is responsible for managing stew-
ardship of the mountain. 

“We fully respect his discretion in deciding
how he wants to proceed with it,” said Joshua
Wisch a spokesman for the state attorney gener-
al’s office. Roth is having conversations with the
state, Wisch said, but the state hasn’t yet decid-
ed if it will get involved. The TMT International

Observatory Board has said previously in a state-
ment that it appreciates the invitation to partici-
pate in hooponopono but hadn’t yet received
details.

This won’t be the first time a Hawaii court
case uses hooponopono. In 2006, a federal
judge in Honolulu let Hawaiian groups and the
state’s largest museum use hooponopono to
settle a dispute over a cache of priceless arti-
facts. It has been used in family court cases such
as custody disputes, said Malcolm Naea Chun, a
Native Hawaiian culture scholar. It’s a process of
making a dispute pono, or right, said Malia
Akutagawa, an expert in Native Hawaiian rights
and law at the University of Hawaii’s law school.
She likened it to the tedious task of untangling
knots. There also has to be a willingness to
admit wrongs, she said.

“Quite honestly, prayer is very essential,” she
said. “People may have different religions ...
however people want to frame it, but there is a
sacred element that enters.” Telescope construc-
tion remains stalled amid the protests. The
opposition prompted Gov David Ige to say
Hawaii needs to do a better job of caring for the
mountain. He laid out some actions he wants
the university to undertake, including decom-
missioning some of the 13 telescopes already on
the mountain. The California Institute of
Technology announced in May that it will begin
decommissioning its Submillimeter Observatory
next year.

On Tuesday, the University of Hawaii
announced the second telescope to be decom-
missioned will be the Hilo campus’ educational
telescope called Hoku Kea. The state’s Board of
Land and Natural Resources on Friday will con-
sider a proposed emergency rule that would
restrict access to Mauna Kea’s summit. The pro-
posal seeks to restrict camping on the moun-
tain. Protesters have been camping on the
mountain in an attempt to block construction.
“Individuals remaining in the area have report-
edly caused visitors and workers to feel
harassed,” state Attorney General Doug Chin
said in a statement, noting other concerns such
as boulders placed in the road, invasive species,
unauthorized portable toilets trucked to the
mountain and increased water usage. — AP 
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This undated file artist shows the proposed Thirty Meter Telescope, planned to be built atop Mauna Kea, a large dormant volcano in Hilo on the
Big Island of Hawaii in Hawaii. — AP 

BEIJING: China’s top taxi hailing app Didi Kuaidi
announced yesterday it raised $2.0 billion in two
weeks, after reports said US rival Uber planned
to invest $1.1 billion in the country this year.
Didi Kuaidi, which is backed by technology
giants Alibaba and Tencent and calls itself the
world’s largest one-stop mobile-based trans-
portation network, said its fundraising attracted
“tremendous interest” from global investors.  It is
looking to raise “a further few hundred million
dollars” from new investors in the coming
month, it added.

“The fact that global investors are eager to
participate in this fundraising round shows their
confidence in the development of our company,”
Cheng Wei, chief executive officer and chairman
of the company, said in a statement.  The popu-
larity of private-car booking enterprises such as
Didi Kuaidi and San Francisco-based Uber has
soared in China, where traditional taxis are criti-
cised for poor service with rude drivers who rou-
tinely ignore customers on the street.

For now the Chinese firm dominates the mar-
ket, but the two are locked in a fierce battle for
customers, offering both riders and drivers sub-
sidies and discounts that are costing the compa-
nies vast sums. Uber, which launched operations
in China last year, said in a message to investors
last month that it planned to invest seven billion
yuan ($1.1 billion) in China, the Financial Times
reported previously.Uber riders were making
almost one million trips per day with business
doubling in the previous month, its CEO Travis
Kalanick said, adding the company plans to add
50 cities into its operational network, from the
current 11.

But Didi Kuaidi’s Cheng was confident that
the company’s “clear competitive advantages”
built “through its integrated platform, technolo-
gy and team” would see it win out. “Didi Kuaidi is
in a far better position to benefit from this
tremendous opportunity than any other player
in the mobile transportation industry in the
world,” he said. Didi Kuaidi will use the capital
raised to strengthen its market position, develop
new services, improve technology and data
research and enhance the user experience, said
the statement.

Didi Kuaidi’s private car services fulfill three
million rides daily and data from research firm
Analysys International showed it has 80 percent

of the market, the statement said. For taxi-hail-
ing, the company holds 99 percent of the mar-
ket, also with three million daily trips, it said. The
company aims to serve more than 30 million
passengers and 10 million drivers a day in three
years’ time and ensure every passenger get a
ride within three minutes of request anywhere in
China, it added. 

Indian court revokes ban 
In another development, a Delhi court yester-

day revoked a government ban imposed on
online taxi firm Uber Technologies, clearing the
way for the US-based company to operate in the
capital city and reapply for a license. Uber was
banned in New Delhi last December after one of
its drivers was accused of rape. The authorities
rejected Uber’s license application last month
and started impounding its vehicles, citing a vio-
lation of the ban.

The Delhi High Court said the state govern-
ment can impose strict conditions to regulate
app-based taxi companies such as Uber but it

does not favor a complete ban, a lawyer repre-
senting the Delhi government said. “Uber can
now ply on Delhi roads,” government lawyer
Naushad Ahmad Khan told Reuters. “It, however,
has been asked to appear before the competent
transport authority to pursue the application.”

Uber approached a court to challenge the
government’s decision to reject their license
application after local rival Ola won a similar
reprieve. Uber welcomed the court’s directive
yesterday. “We are committed to working with
the government to develop a regulatory frame-
work that encourages innovation,” said Gagan
Bhatia, the company’s general manager in Delhi.
The December incident had led to widespread
outrage against online taxi companies that were
primarily using mobile technology to connect
drivers with passengers, but did not have proper
government registrations or safety checks in
place. Uber briefly halted operations in New
Delhi in December, but resumed services in
January after applying for a radio taxi license
despite a state ban. — Agencies 
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PARIS: File photo shows a person using the French version of the Uber app to order a UberPop
cab in Paris. Uber has suspended its controversial UberPOP service in France, the group’s
spokesman announced on July 3, 2015. — AFP 

HONOLULU: Henk Rogers, who manages the worldwide rights to the video game
Tetris, displays a book he published to try to persuade Hawaii lawmakers to change
policy on energy independence at his off-grid home in Honolulu.  — AP 

HONOLULU: High above the bustling city of
Honolulu, in a quiet, exclusive hillside neighbor-
hood where some of the island’s wealthiest resi-
dents live, there is an extravagant home that’s not
quite like the others. The 6,000-square-foot house
has a view overlooking Diamond Head, Waikiki
and the Pacific Ocean, and two Tesla cars in the
driveway. It’s not the two electric cars that set the
property apart from its swanky neighbors.

The difference is that this solar-powered
home is completely energy independent.
Homeowner Henk Rogers, 61, hopes the tech-
nology he is using in his home can help make
other homes across Hawaii - and the world -
energy independent as well. Rogers is famous
for discovering the video game “Tetris” more
than 20 years ago. He now manages the world-
wide rights for the game along with his business
partner, Alexey Pajitnov, who wrote the pro-
gram. “If you’re going to clean up the world, first
of all you have to clean your own room,” Rogers
said, referring to Hawaii, which has some of the
highest energy costs in the nation. Rogers will
announce his new company, Blue Planet Energy
Systems, on Monday. The new venture, which
will sell and install battery systems for homes
and businesses running on solar technology,
plans to begin sales on Aug 1. 

Typical project
He declined to say how much the systems

would cost, but said there will be a five- to sev-
en-year return on the investment for a typical

project that his company will install. The Blue
Ion system, which Rogers has been testing in his
home for the last year, uses Sony lithium iron
phosphate batteries, which can last for 20 years
and do not require cooling, he says. Partnering
with Sony, Rogers believes the batteries can be a
solution to the long-standing problem of storing
the sun’s energy and helping lower energy costs
in Hawaii. Sony has been developing lithium ion
batteries since 1991, and the units being used in
Rogers’ home are top of the line.

The batteries store energy from solar panels,
allowing people to use it at night without hav-
ing to rely on expensive energy from the grid.
Rogers’ company will sell and install the battery
systems for commercial and residential use, sup-
plying everything from the housing to the soft-
ware to monitor and maintain the systems.
Robert Harris, a spokesman for the Alliance for
Solar Choice, a solar advocacy group, said con-
sumers haven’t had much call to invest in bat-
tery storage systems because of the cost and
incentive programs that encourage people to
stay linked to the grid. 

Harris, who is also the director of public poli-
cy at Sunrun, a solar equipment supplier in
Honolulu, said homeowners with solar panels
typically put energy into the grid and take it
back as needed, something called net metering.
“A lot of energy can be put into the grid right
now, so it hasn’t been a big incentive necessarily
for a homeowner to invest in storage,” Harris
said. That could change in the next few months
with several new systems besides Rogers’
expected to hit the market. “These products will
be capable of storing and putting out energy on
a daily basis at a fairly reasonable price point,”
Harris said.

Carbon-based fuel
Rogers, who also owns a ranch on Hawaii’s

Big Island that is energy independent, said he
had an epiphany after suffering a heart attack
and near-death experience in 2006. While recov-
ering, he decided he would take advantage of
the second chance. Rogers read about the possi-
bility of losing all the coral reefs in the world
because of ocean acidification, which has been
linked to climate change and rising carbon in
oceans. “We’re going to end the use of carbon-
based fuel, and that is my mission No 1,” he said.
Rogers is the founder and chairman of the Blue
Planet Foundation, an organization that pro-
motes clean energy alternatives and lobbies
politicians to change policy.

Recently, the foundation created a book of
children’s drawings and letters pleading for state
lawmakers to mandate Hawaii become energy
independent. 

He made sure the books were valued at under
$25, the maximum amount a lawmaker can
receive as a gift, and delivered a copy to every
lawmaker in Hawaii. “This has got to be a mes-
sage from the children because it’s the children’s
world we are trying to save,” Rogers said. —AP
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HONOLULU: Henk Rogers, who manages
the worldwide rights to the video game
Tetris, talks about his two Tesla electric
vehicles at his off-grid home in
Honolulu. — AP 

BEIJING: China has released a draft cybersecurity
law which immediately sparked concerns that it is
too vague and could signal Beijing’s widespread
censorship of the Internet becoming even more
far-reaching. The ruling Communist Party oversees
a vast censorship system-dubbed the Great
Firewall-that aggressively blocks sites or snuffs out
Internet content and commentary on topics con-
sidered sensitive, such as Beijing’s human rights
record and criticism of the government. The pro-
posed legislation will “ensure network security,
(and) safeguard the sovereignty of cyberspace and
national security,” according to the draft law, which
was posted Monday on the website of the National
People’s Congress (NPC), the rubber-stamp parlia-
ment, but reported by state media yesterday.

Netizens could not “disturb the social order,
(and) harm the public interest,” the proposals said.
Ever-tighter limits on rights have been rolled out
since President Xi Jinping came to power, and
China recently launched a national security law
which expands its legal reach over the Internet and
even outer space. That legislation drew a wave of
criticism from rights groups and businesses, and
the draft cybersecurity law is also causing concern.

“We have some concerns that it will take a lot of
the censorship practices that are currently being
used but are not formalized, and codify them into
law,” William Nee, China researcher for UK-based
Amnesty International said. “It will definitely mean
more censorship and probably increase penalties
for people who say things that the Chinese govern-

ment doesn’t like,” added Nee, who is based in
Hong Kong. Joerg Wuttke, president of the
European Union Chamber of Commerce in China,
said his organization was still reviewing the draft.
“But I am worried,” he added. “The chief concern is
that, as with many Chinese laws, the language is
vague enough to make it unclear how the law will
be enforced.”

Authorities in 2013 launched a wide-ranging
crackdown on the Internet, targeting activists and

focusing on what it claimed were “Internet rumors”.
Hundreds of Chinese bloggers and journalists were
arrested as part of the campaign to assert greater
control over social media, which has seen influen-
tial critics of Beijing paraded on state television.
Under regulations announced at the time, Chinese
Internet users face three years in prison for writing
defamatory messages that are re-posted 500 times
or more. Web users can also be jailed if offending
posts are viewed more than 5,000 times. — AFP 
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MUSCAT: Petroleum Development Oman (PDO)
said yesterday it would build the Middle East’s
largest solar power plant in a $600 million deal with
California’s GlassPoint Solar to reduce pressure on its
natural gas reserves.

“The project will be fully financed by PDO,”
Raoul Restucci, managing director of the sultanate’s
top oil and gas exploration and production firm,
told reporters. GlassPoint will provide technology
and help to build the plant. Construction of the first
phase of the plant, ultimately expected to generate
1,021 megawatts, will start this year and the facility
is to begin generating steam in 2017. 

Oman is an oil exporter but lacks the ample
reserves of its Gulf neighbors, so it is eager to get
more from its oilfields by pumping high-pressure

steam into ageing wells.
At the same time, its ambitious industrial devel-

opment plans promise to siphon off supplies of
natural gas that would traditionally be used to
generate the steam. So it plans to use solar power
to produce steam; the new plant will save 5.6 tril-
lion British thermal units of natural gas each year,
Restucci said. Last September Oman’s State
General Reserve Fund, a sovereign wealth fund,
and other investors said they were injecting $53
million into GlassPoint to accelerate the deploy-
ment of solar steam generators. GlassPoint, which
has had a pilot steam-generating project in Oman
since late 2012, has said it aims to develop a solar
manufacturing capability and local supply chain in
the country. — Reuters
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