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SAO PAULO: Brazil is still trying to regroup a
year after its worst loss ever. Yesterday’s
anniversary of its humiliating 7-1 home
World Cup loss to Germany, there is no sign
the Selecao are back on the right track.
Brazilian football continued to struggle after
the disastrous defeat in the semifinals of its
home tournament, both on and off the field.

Brazil was eliminated by Paraguay in the
quarterfinals of the Copa America last
month, failing in its first official tournament
since the World Cup, and a vice president of
the local federation was among those
detained in Switzerland in connection to the
FIFA corruption scandal that erupted in May.

Last week, the Brazilian confederation
finally decided to seek help. The confedera-
tion announced it wants to talk to as many
people as possible to discuss ways to
improve local football. It created a council
that will include coaches, foreign coaches,
past world champions and members of sev-

eral different areas of the game, including
media, health and technology professionals.

Former Brazil coaches gathered at the
confederation’s headquarters in Rio de
Janeiro for the first meeting on Monday, and
several others are expected to take place in
the next few weeks. The goal is to find a way
to re-establish “the identity of our football,”
the confederation said.

“This integration is very important at this
difficult moment in Brazilian football,” said
former coach Paulo Roberto Falcao. “We
need to help in any way we can.”

Among the former coaches who attend-
ed the first meeting were Carlos Alberto
Parreira, Mario Zagallo, Carlos Alberto Silva
and Sebastiao Lazzaroni.

“They are honored to be able to help,”
said Gilmar Rinaldi, the confederation official
overseeing the national team. “We made
sure they understood the importance of
their opinions. They came here not only to

point to the problems in Brazilian football,
but also to help find solutions to solve these
problems, which is what we are trying to do
right now.” The next step will be to bring “10
to 15 former champions” to talk about
Brazilian football and the national team,
Rinaldi said. “We want to win, we want to cre-
ate a winning environment in Brazilian foot-
ball,” said coach Dunga, who was Brazil’s cap-
tain when it won the 1994 World Cup. “It’s
important to bring new ideas so we can dis-
cuss them together.” Parreira, Brazil’s coach in
1994, said the country needs to focus on
improving Brazilian domestic clubs.

“We keep trying to fix Brazilian football by
fixing the national team, but it should be the
other way around,” he said. “We will fix the
national team by improving the infrastruc-
ture at the base, at the club, which has
always been the most important thing in
football.” Falcao, who played in the in 1982
and 1986 World Cups, said Brazil needs to

focus on the development of players, giving
talented youngsters opportunities to keep
growing throughout their careers.

“Brazil should be focusing on finding
above-average players, not necessarily spec-
tacular players,” he said. “Germany won the
World Cup without a spectacular player, but
it did it with five or so players who were
above average.” Brazil has a generation with
few top stars and is heavily dependent on
Barcelona’s Neymar, who could not play in
last year’s semifinal against Germany
because of an injury. He also missed the deci-
sive stages of the Copa America this year,
because of a suspension.

The Copa America gave Brazil its first
chance to get over the humiliating World
Cup elimination, but it lost to Paraguay on
penalties for the second straight time. Now
Brazil’s next chance at redemption will come
in South American qualifying for the 2018
World Cup, which starts in October. Neymar

won’t play the first two games because of
the Copa America suspension.

The problems on the field coincide with
turmoil involving confederation officials.
Former president Jose Maria Marin was
among the FIFA officials arrested in
Switzerland after a corruption investigation
by U.S. authorities. There have been wide-
spread calls for the current president to
resign, and a congressional probe into the
administration of local football is scheduled
to start soon. The anniversary of the 7-1 loss
comes a day after Brazil defender Daniel
Alves said Spaniard Pep Guardiola wanted to
coach Brazil at the World Cup last year, but
local officials allegedly refused to hire him
because they were afraid that fans wouldn’t
like having a foreign coach in charge of the
national team. “The changes won’t happen
overnight,” Parreira said. “It’s an attempt to
break a paradigm in Brazilian football, it will
happen progressively.” — AP
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BRAZIL: Brazilian Barcelona player Neymar takes a selfie during an event with children with different capabilities and professional athletes tak-
ing part in the project ‘Bota do Mundo’ (World’s Boot) of the Neymar Project Institute in Sao Paulo. — AFP

BARCELONA: Barcelona will keep more than 60
million euros ($65 million) of talent on the side-
lines for six months having signed Turkish inter-
national Arda Turan and Aleix Vidal knowing that
they cannot play until next year.

More big money deals could follow. A FIFA
ban on making official signings until January
2016 has not stopped the Spanish giants from
plunging into the market ahead of a messy year
of internal tensions and high profile trials for
Barcelona and some of its stars.

Barcelona on Monday announced they had
beaten Chelsea to secure 28-year-old midfielder
Turan from Atletico Madrid on a five-year deal
for a fee that could reach 41 million euros.

That follows the 18-million-euro signing of
right-back Vidal from Sevilla last month. Others
are expected to follow with media reports indi-
cating Barcelona are trying to line up a deal for
Juventus’ midfielder Paul Pogba which would
see him arrive at the end of next season.

Barcelona were banned from making new

signings in 2015 after FIFA found them guilty of
breaching rules on the transfers of players aged
under 18. Turan, captain of Turkey’s national
team and a prolific goalscorer with Atletico, has
not yet indicated what he thinks about sitting
out half a season.

Vidal says it is a sacrifice worth making to join
Europe’s most successful team of the past
decade. “When I was told that it would really
happen, I didn’t think it was a hassle to come
and spend a few months without playing,” he
said just after the transfer was announced.

Turan and Vidal have arrived at a complicated
time for Barcelona as the team prepares for the
election of a new president on July 18.

Transfer policy has been at the centre of the
debate between incumbent Josep Maria
Bartomeu and challenger Joan Laporta. Because
of the election, the Barcelona managing com-
mittee could not approve the Turan transfer and
a clause in the deal was included saying that he
could be sold back at a 10-percent discount if

the new president so decides.
Laporta called the Turan deal “improper” and

said Bartomeu should have completed the trans-
fer before resigning to stand in the campaign.

“The urgency of this operation is out of order.
The only explanation is that it favors Bartomeu’s
candidacy. “There was already a lack of trans-
parency in Neymar’s signing and I think that it is
insane that the management committee is play-
ing this game,” he said. Barcelona and their top
manager are to stand trial over the transfer of
Neymar. Spanish prosecutors allege that secret
commissions were paid as part of the deal.

The club bought the Brazilian captain in 2013
for what they said was 57 million euros ($41 mil-
lion). A Madrid judge says the fee was closer to
83 million euros. Fellow striker Lionel Messi
could also stand trial on tax fraud charges.
Investigators allege his father Jorge organised a
complex network of companies that kept 4.1
million ($5.5 million) from tax authorities
between 2007 and 2009. — AFP

Barca keep big money 
stars on the sidelines

BUENOS AIRES: Argentina is gripped by
a debate over superstar Lionel Messi,
who was devastated by losing the Copa
America final and has withdrawn into a
shocked isolation. Some obervers in his
home country say criticism fired at Messi
could force him to take a break from
national duty. The 28-year-old football
genius left the pitch ashen-faced after
Argentina lost the Copa America to Chile
in a 4-1 penalty shootout in Santiago on
Saturday.

The scenes were reminiscent of last
year’s World Cup final when Germany
beat Argentina in extra time. Then ‘Leo’
left in tears. Messi first tasted a major
defeat in 2007 when Argentina lost 3-0
to old rivals Brazil in the Copa final. 

Messi finally posted a statement on
his facebook account late Monday.
“There’s nothing more painful in football
than losing a final,” he said. “But I don’t
want to leave it any longer to say thank
you to everyone who has always sup-
ported us and continued to during the
tough moments.”

Despite his huge success with
Barcelona, Messi is now going through
tough moments as is a country which
has not won a major title for 22 years.
Spanish media reports said Messi turned
down the player of the tournament tro-
phy. The trophy was withdrawn before
the presentation ceremony in Santiago.

Messi and the other Argentine stars
were criticised by the country’s media for
their performance. Members of his family
were also abused by Chilean fans at the
match, according to Argentinian media.

Some observers have warned that
Messi could walk away from the national
side. “Desolate after another lost final,
and especially by the tough criticism,
Messi could take a break from the nation-
al team,” the Ole sports daily reported
Tuesday.

Television talk shows are now domi-

nated by what is wrong with Messi and
the national football team. Why does he
not dazzle for Argentina like he does for
Barcelona.

“One day this boy is going to get tired
and will not want to come to play for the
team,” former Argentine international
Matias Almeyda, now coach of the
Banfield club, told Fox Sports television.

“He was criticised for not signing the
national anthem. He is always being criti-
cised for something,” Almeyda added.
“He’s the best player in the world and he
is not treated in the way he deserves.”

Argentina Football Association presi-
dent Luis Segura has been shocked by
the suggestions. If Messi left, Argentina
could lose out on key earnings from
friendly internationals in which he is
often under contract to play. “I don’t
understand the people who criticise
him,” Segura said.

“Messi suffers as much as the sup-
porters from not winning a title.” Messi
had a brilliant season with the all-con-
quering Barcelona but Almeyda said “it is
very difficult (for Argentine players) to
repeat for the national team what they
do for their clubs.”

Messi has already scored more goals
for Argentina than the country’s beloved
Diego Maradona. But he has never won a
World Cup like Maradona did in 1986.

His next chance could come in Russia
in 2018. Messi will be 31 then and that
could be his last chance too. After the
Santiago final, Messi took refuge at his
home city of Rosario, 300 kilometers (180
miles) from Buenos Aires, as he tradition-
ally does during Spain’s break from foot-
ball. Around him, the criticism goes on
against the team and its coach Gerardo
Martinez. Some top footballers have
Tweeted their support for Messi. Some
Argentines are however using social
media however to say that “Maradona =
Messi and Javier Mascherano.” — AFP

Argentina frets 
over Messi’s future

MILAN:  Italy coach Antonio Conte is
among 104 people a prosecutor has
requested to face trial for their alleged
involvement in match manipulation in
2011, a judicial source told Reuters.

Conte, who has already served a ban
imposed by the Italian soccer federation
(FIGC) in connection with the case but
has always denied any wrongdoing, was
accused of “sporting fraud” by the prose-
cutor in the northern city of Cremona.

The alleged wrongdoing dates back
to 2011, when Conte, who went on to
win three successive Serie A titles with
Juventus before being appointed Italy
coach last year, was in charge of Siena in
Serie B. The prosecutor cited a match
against Albino Leffe, while another accu-
sation regarding a match against Novara
was dropped, the source said.

The request by prosecutor Roberto Di
Martino mentioned guidelines issued by
the Italian coaches’ association that said
its members should “safeguard the moral
conduct of the players”.

The next step is for the judiciary to fix
the date for a preliminary, closed-door
hearing for Conte and all the other sus-
pects where a judge will decide whether
to press charges, as the prosecutors have

requested. That is not expected to hap-
pen for two or three of months, the
source said.

Udinese coach Stefano Colantuono
was also among those requested to
stand trial. Colantuono, who in February
said the accusation of involvement was
“devastating” and that he did not under-
stand it, is being investigated over a Serie
B match when he coached Atalanta
against Crotone.

The general inquiry followed alleged
attempts to manipulate matches in Serie
B, the Italian second division, and the
third tier Lega Pro during the 2010/11
season, with some Coppa Italia matches
also involved. Investigations have been
led by police and state prosecutors from
Cremona after a report from local side
Cremonese uncovered the alleged scan-
dal. The FIGC has already conducted its
own investigation and banned Conte for
10 months in 2012, later reduced to four
months on appeal. Conte had previously
rejected a plea bargain offering a three-
month ban. More than 50 players were
banned for up to five years and a number
of clubs, including Atalanta and Siena,
have had points deducted by the FIGC
over the case. — Reuters

Conte requested to stand 
trial in match-fixing inquiry
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UTRECHT: France’s Nacer Bouhanni in action in this file photo. — AFP

AMIENS: French sprint hope Nacer Bouhanni was
taken to hospital by ambulance after crashing ear-
ly on the fifth stage of the Tour de France yester-
day. The 24-year-old former French champion hit
the deck after 12km of the 189.5km trek from
Arras to Amiens, which was expected to end with
a bunch sprint in which he would have been
amongst the favorites. It was Bouhanni’s second
crash within 10 days having also tasted the tarmac
in the finale of the French Championships a week
before the Tour began.

He injured his ribs in that fall and initially
announced on his Twitter account that he would
miss the Tour, only to confirm his participation the
day before the Grand Boucle began. However, his
Cofidis manager Yvon Sanquer revealed he had
broken nothing and his sports director Didier Rous
told France Televisions that Bouhanni had “again
hurt his injured ribs”.

He will be out of action for between eight to 10
days, Sanquer added. He was the eighth person to
abandon the Tour after seven riders crashed out

on Monday’s third stage that saw a spectacular
pile-up involving around 20 riders.

It was Bouhanni’s second participation at the
Tour after 2013, in which he also crashed out of the
race inside the first week. Yesterday’s fifth stage
was designed to pay homage to the soldiers who
died on the battlefields of northern France during
World War I. Several commemorative centenary
events were programmed throughout the day as
the peloton rode through the Somme battlefield
and past a number of war cemetaries. — AFP
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