
S PORTS
THURSDAY, JULY 9, 2015

APIA: New Zealand All Blacks and the Samoan team gather for a photograph following their rugby union match at Apia Park. New Zealand won the match 25-16 in the All Blacks’ first-ever test match in the Pacific Island nation. — AP

APIA: Daniel Carter’s left boot underlined why
the flyhalf will be so valuable at this year’s
World Cup when he slotted 20 points to give
the All Blacks a tense 25-16 victory over
Samoa in their first visit to Apia yesterday.
Carter’s successful goal-kicking allowed the All
Blacks to build scoreboard pressure in a tight
first half before he produced a pinpoint cross-
kick for winger George Moala to score a try on
debut to open a 19-3 lead after halftime.

Samoa flyhalf Tusi Pisi slotted nine points
for the home side, who put the All Blacks
under pressure in the second half to get back
to 22-16 after Alafoti Fa’osiliva’s try following
two storming runs up the middle of the park.

Carter, however, slotted his sixth penalty
with five minutes remaining to give the 2011
world champions their narrowest victory over
Samoa in six matches.

“I’m not sure words can justify the type of
match it was,” All Blacks captain Richie McCaw
said in a pitchside interview. “I will say to the
Manu Samoa team, the way you played that’s
what true test match rugby is all about and we
said before we came that was what we’d get.

“And that’s what you boys did.” The All
Blacks had scored 50 or more points in four of
their five previous games against Samoa,
including a 101-14 thumping in their most
recent match in New Plymouth in 2008. The

home side, however, capitalised on New
Zealand’s typical slow start to a test season,
with the All Blacks combinations appearing
rusty and timing off kilter.

SLOPPY SCRUM
New Zealand’s work at the back of the

breakdown was also sloppy while the delay in
delivery allowed the Samoan defence to put
pressure on the first-up runners, midfield and
outside backs and not give them any time to
attack.

Despite creating numerous chances in the
first half, Carter kept the scoreboard ticking as
he slotted four penalty goals, while Pisi landed

a long-range shot. Moala scored his try when
he latched on to Carter’s kick, giving his side a
16-point advantage before Pisi brought the
hosts back into the game with two successful
penalties. The All Blacks’ pack then exerted
pressure on the Samoan scrum, causing it to
collapse and allowing Carter an opportunity to
extend the lead with a 50-metre penalty.

Fa’osiliva’s try, however, brought the capaci-
ty crowd of 8,104 into the match and it was
not until another poor scrum earned another
New Zealand penalty, which Carter slotted
with five minutes remaining, that the visitors
could feel safe.

Samoa winger Alesana Tuilagi lamented

the narrow loss but was pleased the All Blacks
had finally made the trip to play their first test
in the Pacific Islands.

“Thanks to Richie McCaw and the number
one team in the world,” Tuilagi said. “I hope this
is the start of a campaign where you come
back.And we try again. And again. And again.”

At the Sept. 18-Oct. 31 World Cup in
England, New Zealand will launch the defence
of their title with a Pool C encounter against
Argentina at Wembley. 

Tonga, Georgia and Namibia are the other
teams in the group. Samoa have been drawn
in Pool B alongside South Africa, Scotland,
Japan and the United States. — Reuters

Carter boots All Blacks past Samoa

ST, ANDREWS: This was one time Luke
Donald didn’t mind taking 45 minutes to
play a 357-yard hole. He was on the 18th
hole at St. Andrews, and the company he
kept that Friday afternoon in 2005 could
not have been better.

Donald played with Tom Watson and
Jack Nicklaus, giving him an unobstruct-
ed view for the farewell of golf’s greatest
champion. Not only was it the final
round for Nicklaus at St. Andrews, he
closed his incomparable career with his
164th and final appearance in a major.

Donald and Nicklaus had sponsorship
deals with the Royal Bank of Scotland,
and Donald thought he might get the
pairing. “They came to me and ... not
warned me, but asked if I would be inter-
ested in playing with Jack in his last
Open,” Donald said. 

“I didn’t take me long to think about
it. Even though it can be a distraction -
and it was in certain parts - it was a total-
ly different atmosphere. It was a treat to
play with him and experience the admi-
ration everyone had for Jack and what
he had done for the game. “The last few
holes, every window was filled with peo-
ple watching a legend.”

Ian Baker-Finch knows the feeling.
He’s not sure why his name was chosen
to play with Arnold Palmer when the
King bid farewell at the home of golf in
1995. Baker-Finch won The Open in 1991
at Royal Birkdale, but his game was start-
ing to slide. And so while it was an honor
that the R&A chose him and Peter Baker
of England to play alongside Palmer,
there was no shortage of nerves.

“I was in a funk and I was trying to fig-
ure it out,” Baker-Finch said Tuesday.
“And I remember thinking how hard it
was going to be to figure it out playing
before 50,000 people who were with
Arnie.” But what a memory. And what an
artifact. Palmer gave Baker-Finch the
golf ball he used over the final two holes
that year, and then signed it for him. “I
have the last one he played his last hole
with at St. Andrews,” Baker-Finch said.

Few images in golf are as indelible as
Palmer and Nicklaus posing one last
time as they cross the Swilcan Bridge.
Next up is Tom Watson, who is playing in
his 41st and final Open next week at St.
Andrews. Watson is a five-time champi-
on, the only player to win the claret jug
on five courses, four of them in Scotland,
though not at St. Andrews. He is beloved
in the old country.

The task for R&A chief Peter Dawson
and his staff is to find the right company
for Watson - although the final crossing
of the Swilcan Bridge could very well be
on a Sunday. Watson was 8 feet away
from winning the Open just six years ago
at Turnberry. He made the cut last year
at Royal Liverpool.

It won’t be Tiger Woods, who has had
a frosty relationship with his fellow
Stanford alum. And it won’t be Phil
Mickelson, who called out Watson for his
job as Ryder Cup captain during the
closing news conference at Gleneagles
last September.

Such matters require thought, and
Dawson wasn’t tipping his hand.

Yes, it can be a distraction. That’s usu-
ally outweighed by the privilege of wit-
nessing how much one player can
endear himself to so many.

For his final US Open at Pebble Beach,
Nicklaus was joined by David Gossett
and Paul Lawrie. The USGA typically puts
the defending champion with the US
Amateur champion (Gossett) and British
Open champion (Lawrie). The defending
US Open champion was Payne Stewart,
who died in a plane crash the previous
October. Nicklaus was given that honor.

“If ever there’s a defending champion
at Pebble Beach, it should be Nicklaus,”
said David Fay, the USGA executive
director at the time.

More curious was Palmer’s swan song
at Oakmont for his final US Open. He
played his final two rounds with Rocco
Mediate and John Mahaffey. Mediate,
like Palmer, grew up in western
Pennsylvania. But Mahaffey? He won the
PGA Championship, the major that kept
Palmer from the career Grand Slam, and
he won it at Oakmont of all  places.
“Nobody could pick up on Mahaffey,” Fay
said. Turns out there was a club member
at Oakmont named Jack Mahaffey who
was on the USGA executive committee
and was close friend with Palmer. Fay
said the third player in Palmer’s group
was chosen because of his surname.
Augusta National, meanwhile, marches
to its own beat.

Nicklaus didn’t announce that 2005
was going to be his final Masters, which
might explain why the six-time champi-
on finished his final round on the ninth
hole. “I’ve had my time at Augusta. I
don’t need a lot of fanfare for that,”
Nicklaus said before the tournament. He
played with Jay Haas and Shingo
Katayama.

Palmer’s final Masters in 2004 was
documented from the time he arrived.
He played the first two rounds with U.S.
Mid-Amateur champion Nathan Smith,
who is from western Pennsylvania.

And with Bob Estes. “Everybody loves
Arnold Palmer, and he knows everyone,”
Estes said. 

He would hit his second shot and
walk over to the gallery ropes almost
every time. The people would get so
caught up and enamored with Arnold
they would forget Nathan and I were still
playing.” Was it worth it? “I’d volunteer to
do it again,” Estes said. — AP

LANCASTER: World number one Park In-bee is
usually seen as the player to beat in women’s golf
majors these days, and now the Korean has extra
motivation at this week’s US Women’s Open.

Park, who has won five of the last dozen majors
with no other rival notching more than one in that
span, is coming off a missed cut and a poor putting
week-two rarities for the 26-year-old South Korean.
She gets a chance to make amends starting on
Thursday at Lancaster Country Club in the year’s
third major.

“I putted really bad two weeks ago, and that
definitely gave me somewhat like a wake-up call,”
Park told reporters on Tuesday. “I had a bad week
and that definitely made me practice harder and
gave me a lot more motivation coming into this

week.” Not exactly comforting to the rest of the
156-player field that includes defending champion
Michelle Wie and other former winners such as
Choi Na-yeon (2012), Ryu So-yeon (2011), Paula
Creamer (2010) and Cristie Kerr (2007).

Motivation combined with skill and confidence
has been a winning formula for Park, who this sea-
son reclaimed the number one ranking from 18-
year-old Lydia Ko of New Zealand.

“When I come to major championships, I work
extra hard,” said Park, who has six majors among
her 15 LPGA titles. “I like the atmosphere. I like the
little bit extra pressure when we start the game.
Obviously having good results helps.  That gives
me a lot of confidence.”

Known as one of the tour’s top putters, Park said

the sloping greens at Lancaster could well decide
the championship. “I played here five weeks ago, it
was really dry then and now it’s wet,” she said
about the long, hilly layout. “I feel like I’m playing
two different golf courses.

“The greens are very slopey here, so when it
gets hard and fast it gets really tough.” More rain is
forecast for late yesterday, but the tournament
days look to be hot and dry, which could firm
things up. 

“The greens are going to be really the key this
week. The breaks are huge on the greens,” Said
Park, whose 2008 US  Women’s Open victory made
her the youngest ever winner of the championship
at 19. “Even if it’s a short putt, you have to aim it a
cup outside or two cups outside.” — Reuters

Farewell for Watson
at St. Andrews

SILVIS: Most golfers believe the path to the British
Open title starts a week early in Scotland. Jordan
Spieth is content to stay at home and continue his
Grand Slam push at the tournament that launched
his PGA Tour career.

Rather than join the majority of the world’s top
golfers and prep for St. Andrews by playing the
links course in Gullane, Scotland, Spieth will spend
the weekend at the often-overlooked John Deere
Classic. It’s not just that Spieth wants to remain loy-
al to the tournament where he won for the first
time in 2013 at age 19. He’s also just very comfort-
able playing the TPC Deere Run, one of the easiest
courses on the tour. “If I thought I wasn’t going to
play well next week because I played here, it would
be a different story. I probably wouldn’t be here.
This is good preparation for me to get good feels,
to get in contention and to find out what’s on and
what’s off,” said Spieth, one of just six golfers to win
the U.S. Open and the Masters in the same season.

“I’m here because I believe I can win this week. I
believe it’s advantageous for me to try and win this

week.” Spieth’s rapid rise to No. 2 in the world - with
injured Rory McIlroy’s top spot within reach as
soon as next weekend - has taken many by sur-
prise. Those who watched Spieth’s breakthrough
on this Quad Cities course two years ago saw his
potential first-hand. One year after playing the JDC
at just 18 on a sponsor’s exemption, Spieth forced
his way into a three-way playoff by holing out from
the 18th-hole bunker.

Spieth then outlasted David Hearn and local
favorite Zach Johnson to become the first teenager
to win on the tour in 84 years.

Spieth also played the Quad Cities and the
Open Championship in back-to-back weeks in
2014, finishing tied for 36th at Royal Liverpool.

Spieth said the only issue he has with skipping
Scotland is the 6-hour time difference he’ll have to
make up following Sunday’s final round.

But it might even be easier for Spieth to get into
a rhythm at Deere Run - which yielded more eagles
and birdies than any other PGA course in 2013-14.
“It doesn’t matter where it is. When I get over there,

whether I play well or I don’t play well, it has noth-
ing to do with what I did the week before. I will cer-
tainly have enough energy. I will certainly have
enough rest, and I will be as prepared as I can be,”
Spieth said.

Though Spieth is by far the marquee name in
this event, he’ll likely have plenty of competition.
Johnson, who grew up in nearby Cedar Rapids,
Iowa, and serves on the tournament committee,
has shot in the 60s in 24 consecutive rounds at
Deere Run.

Steve Stricker, a native of nearby Wisconsin,
won three straight here from 2009-11. Last year’s
winner, Brian Harman, and Kevin Kisner should also
push Spieth. 

But this year’s event will be all about Spieth and
how it impacts his run at a third straight major. “He
stuck with his commitment, which is very honor-
able. At the same time, there has only been so
many guys in so many years who’ve won the first
two majors, and there’s a lot of pressure on him. I
applaud him,” Johnson said. — AP

Spieth skips Scotland

Park motivated for US Women’s Open
Park In-bee in action in this file photo.


