
S PORTS
THURSDAY, JULY 9, 2015

LONDON: Tottenham Hotspur’s planned new stadium will host a minimum of
two NFL matches a season as part of a 10-year partnership, the Premier League
soccer club announced yesterday.

The 61,000-seater venue, which is due to open in 2018, will feature a
retractable grass pitch for Premier League matches with an artificial surface for
NFL games underneath. “We have an opportunity now to deliver one of the
most unique sports, leisure and entertainment venues in the world, bringing
together the Premier League and NFL for the first time,” Tottenham chairman
Daniel Levy said on the club website. “I am delighted that we have succeeded in
attracting them (NFL). We have a compelling and exciting partnership that will
play its part as we begin transforming this area of Tottenham,” he added in the
statement on www.tottenhamhotspur.com. Wembley began hosting NFL
games in 2007 and three regular-season games will be played at the national
stadium this year. Jacksonville Jaguars have a deal to play one game a season at
Wembley from 2013 to 2016 and the team’s owner Shad Khan said on
Wednesday: “The NFL’s commitment to the UK is absolute and the Jacksonville
Jaguars are extremely proud to be part of it. “We’ve seen incredible growth in
the Jaguars’ international following that can be traced specifically to our agree-
ment to play a home game at Wembley Stadium through 2016. “We’ve been
thrilled with our experience and association with everyone at Wembley Stadium
and continue to work closely with the team there as we prepare for our game
this October (against the Buffalo Bills) and again next fall.” — Reuters

Tottenham to host NFL
SYDNEY: Queensland reclaimed State of Origin bragging rights in emphatic
style with a record 52-6 thrashing of New South Wales in front of a crowd of
52,500 at Lang Park in Brisbane yesterday to win the series 2-1. With Cameron
Smith, Cooper Cronk and Johnathan Thurston running the show, Queensland
ran in eight tries to ensure last year’s triumph for their southern neighbours
would be merely a blip in a decade of domination for the Maroons. Dane
Gagai, Josh Papalii and Greg Inglis scored tries to give them a 22-2 halftime
lead and Matt Gillett, Michael Morgan, Darius Boyd, Will Chambers and Aidan
Guerra crossed after the break.

Thurston kicked 18 points with a perfect performance from
the tee before handing the ball to centre Justin Hodges to
convert the last try in his 24th and final Origin match.

“One of the best feelings you can have in your life, win-
ning an Origin series,” Thurston said in a pitchside interview.
“They wrote us off in this series, it just goes to show what a
champion side this is.”

New South Wales, who had hopes of winning a sec-
ond series in a row after a 26-18 victory in the second
match to tie up the series, were never in the contest after
Trent Hodkinson opened the scoring with a sixth minute
penalty. —Reuters

SINGAPORE: In-demand Germany defender Mats Hummels will stay
with Borussia Dortmund for another year but offered no assurances
about his long-term future.

The 26-year-old World Cup winner has been linked heavily with a
move to English outfit Manchester United and admitted to being flat-
tered by the interest.

But having seen a number of team mates, such as Mario Goetze and
Robert Lewandowski, leave the club in recent seasons, Hummels was
not ready to depart Dortmund yet.

“There have always been rumours about almost every one of our
players, but I  decided not to make the move this year,”

Hummels told reporters in Singapore on Wednesday ahead
of a pre-season friendly over the Malaysian border today.

“Of course when the big clubs are interested, and
Manchester United is one of the biggest clubs in the world,

it’s an honour.  
But I decided I wanted to stay here.” Hummels, who

begun his career with Bayern Munich, has another two
years left on his contract with Dortmund, who are
now coached by Thomas Tuchel after Juergen Klopp
stepped down last season. —Reuters

Hummels stays at Dortmund Queensland crush NSW 

CHICAGO: Addison Russell hit a tying single and
scored during a three-run rally in the seventh
inning, and the Chicago Cubs beat the St. Louis
Cardinals 5-3 Tuesday to complete a day-night
doubleheader sweep. The Cubs won the opener 7-
4 behind a strong start by Jake Arrieta, then came
back late in the nightcap to beat the NL Central
leaders for just the fourth time in 12 games.

Chicago scored three in the seventh to grab a
4-2 lead, with Cardinals reliever Seth Maness (3-1)
getting ejected after giving up the tying single
and his replacement Kevin Siegrist allowing two
more runs. Travis Wood (5-3) pitched a scoreless
seventh. Hector Rondon retired the side in the
eighth. Jason Motte gave up an RBI single to
pinch-hitter Tony Cruz in the ninth.  But he
escaped with his fifth save in as many chances
after Matt Carpenter fouled out and Jhonny
Peralta grounded into a force to end the game.

GIANTS 3, METS 0
Matt Cain pitched six innings of two-hit ball in

a triumphant return to AT&T Park for his first win
in nearly a year as San Francisco beat New York to
end its seven-game losing streak. Hunter Pence
drove in two runs after being activated from the
disabled list earlier in the day and made a
sparkling defensive play in the sixth inning, while
All-Star reserve Joe Panik had two hits and scored
twice. Cain (1-1) had not pitched at the Giants’
waterfront ballpark since July 9, 2014, when he
earned his last win before missing the final half of
the season following elbow surgery. New York’s
Bartolo Colon (9-7), winless since June 12, allowed
three runs and 10 hits in six innings. Kevin
Plawecki had two of the Mets’ four hits.

PHILLIES 7, DODGERS 2
Chad Billingsley won for the first time in over

two years, against his old team, Jeff Francoeur
homered and drove in three runs, and last-place
Philadelphia beat NL West-leading Los Angeles.

Billingsley (1-2) allowed two runs and six hits in
six innings in just his third start in 25 months to
earn his first victory since April 10, 2013. The right-
hander struck out three and walked one on the
same mound where he pitched eight seasons and
won 81 games for the Dodgers before undergoing
a pair of right elbow surgeries.

They declined to pick up his option last
October, and he signed a one-year deal with the
Phillies in January. Billingsley lost his first start 9-0
on May 5 and went back on the disabled list two
weeks later because of a strained right shoulder.
He struggled in his return last week against
Milwaukee, giving up seven runs and 10 hits in
five innings but avoided the loss.

MARINERS 7, TIGERS 6
Robinson Cano lined an RBI single into the

right-field corner with one out in the 11th inning,
giving Seattle the win over Detroit.

Cano lined a 2-1 pitch from Detroit left-hander
Ian Krol (1-2) that one-hopped off the wall. It was
the first walk-off hit for Cano since Aug. 28, 2009,
with the New York Yankees.

Austin Jackson reached on a fielder’s choice
when Brad Miller was forced out at second base.

Franklin Gutierrez then chopped a single through
the left side, and for the third straight inning
Seattle had the winning run at second base with
one out. This time Cano came through.

Charlie Furbush (1-1) pitched the top of the
11th for the victory. Furbush and Carson Smith
combined for three solid innings and kept Detroit
off the scoreboard despite the Tigers having run-
ners in scoring position in the 10th and 11th.

REDS 5, NATIONALS 0
Johnny Cueto pitched a two-hitter with 11

strikeouts, Joey Votto homered and drove in three
runs and Cincinnati beat Max Scherzer and
Washington.

The potential pitching duel between Cueto
and Scherzer never materialized. Cueto kept up
his end - retiring the final 15 batters in his first
complete game of the year - but Scherzer strug-
gled from the outset. One day after being named
to the NL All-Star team, Scherzer (9-7) gave up five
runs and seven hits in 4 2/3 innings, his shortest
outing in more than a year. The five runs were
more than the right-hander allowed in his previ-
ous four games combined, a stretch that included
a no-hitter and a one-hitter. Votto was the main
culprit. He doubled in a run in the first inning, hit a
solo homer in the third and added an RBI single in
the fifth.

ROYALS 9, RAYS 5
Alcides Escobar hit a bases-loaded double,

Alex Gordon matched a career high with four RBIs
and Kansas City cruised to a victory over Tampa
Bay and a sweep of their day-night doubleheader.

Escobar had fallen behind 0-2 against Rays
reliever Brandon Gomes (1-4) in the sixth inning
before battling back to a full count. On the 11th
pitch of the at-bat, Escobar yanked a fair ball just
down the third-base line, emptying the bases and
breaking a 1-all deadlock.

Brandon Finnegan (2-0), Luke Hochevar and
Ryan Madson made the lead stand in relief of
Royals starter Edinson Volquez, who allowed only
John Jaso’s solo homer in five innings.

The victory in Game 2 came after Paulo
Orlando hit a ninth-inning grand slam to give
Kansas City a win in the opener. It also stuck
Tampa Bay with its ninth loss in 10 games.

The doubleheader was caused by a massive
storm that caused numerous tornado warnings in
the Kansas City area Monday night.

In the opener, the Rays had rallied to knot the
game 5-all before Orlando came to the plate in
the ninth. All-Star closer Brad Boxberger (4-5)
threw him a changeup and the Brazilian pounded
it into the bullpen in left for his first career slam.

ATHLETICS 4, YANKEES 3
Brett Lawrie hit a leadoff homer in the 10th

inning against All-Star reliever Dellin Betances,
sending Oakland to a victory over New York.

Billy Butler launched a tying shot off Chasen
Shreve in the sixth, and Tyler Clippard whiffed
slugger Mark Teixeira with two on for the final out
as the A’s improved to 1-6 in extra innings this
year. They had been the only major league team
without a win after the ninth.

Sonny Gray threw seven gritty innings for
Oakland in his return from an illness that sent him
to the hospital and forced him to skip a start.

Lawrie pulled an 0-2 breaking ball just inside
the left-field foul pole for his eighth home run.
Betances (5-2) snapped his head down and shout-
ed into his glove.

Drew Pomeranz (3-3) pitched two perfect
innings, and Clippard got three outs against his
former team for his 16th save in 18 attempts.

ANGELS 10, ROCKIES 2
All-Stars Albert Pujols and Mike Trout hit two

of Los Angeles’ four home runs and the Angels
routed Colorado. Matt Joyce and Chris Iannetta
also went deep as the Angels jumped on
Colorado starter Chad Bettis for 10 runs in just 2 1-
3 innings to win their fourth straight.

Angels left-hander Andrew Heaney (2-0) had
another impressive outing in just his third career
start. He allowed two runs on eight hits and struck
out five in 7 1-3 innings. He surrendered a solo
home run to Drew Stubbs in the third and an RBI
single to Troy Tulowitzki in the sixth that extended
his hitting streak to 19 games.

Heaney’s outing was more than enough for the
offense. Pujols hit a three-run shot in the first
inning for his AL-leading 26th homer of the sea-
son. Joyce gave Los Angeles a 5-0 lead with his
fourth of the year in the second, and Trout hit his
22nd later in the inning to make it 8-0.

PIRATES 3, PADRES 2
Gregory Polanco helped free a grounds crew

member trapped underneath a billowing tarp,
then hit a go-ahead triple in the eighth inning
that sent Pittsburgh past San Diego.

Polanco and fellow Pirates outfielders Andrew
McCutchen and Sean Rodriguez made the play of
the game at the start of a 1 hour, 42 minute rain
delay in the top of the third.

Strong winds and rain caused the tarp to start
swelling as the grounds crew at PNC Park strug-
gled to cover the infield, and a worker was swal-
lowed up and caught below. McCutchen, Polanco
and Rodriguez came from the Pirates’ dugout and
helped pull the tarp off him. Rodriguez was hit by
pitch from Joaquin Benoit (5-4) leading off the
eighth. Polanco tripled with two outs, giving the
Pirates their fourth straight win. McCutchen set a
career high by extending his hitting streak to 14
games. Tony Watson (2-1) won and Mark
Melancon got his NL-leading 28th save.

INDIANS 2, ASTROS 0
Corey Kluber pitched five-hit ball into the sev-

enth inning and finally won for the first time since
May 28, leading Cleveland to a win over Houston.

Despite pitching well enough to win, Kluber
(4-9) went 0-4 with two no-decisions in his previ-
ous six starts. But the defending AL Cy Young win-
ner was on his game against the Astros, who man-
aged just five singles and allowed only got one
runner to reach third base.

Zach McAllister finished the seventh, worked
the eighth and Bryan Shaw finished up for his sec-
ond save. Michael Brantley homered in the sixth
off Astros rookie Vince Velasquez (0-1) as the
Indians snapped a three-game losing streak.
Velasquez was the pitcher of record for the first
time in his sixth career start. The right-hander
allowed six hits in 6 1-3 innings and struck out five.

BLUE JAYS 2, WHITE SOX 1
Felix Doubront pitched into the seventh inning

in his first start of the season and Josh Donaldson
homered to lead Toronto to a victory over
Chicago. Doubront (1-0) allowed just one run and
six hits in 6 2/3 innings. It was his first start in the
majors since last Sept. 20 when he pitched for the
Chicago Cubs against the Los Angeles Dodgers.

Roberto Osuna got the last three outs for his
fourth save. Donaldson, who has 21 home runs on
the season, hit one for the second straight game.
He has six homers in five games against the White
Sox this season. Jose Quintana (4-8) lost despite
allowing just two runs and four hits in eight
innings. He struck out eight -including five
straight during the fourth and fifth innings - and
retired 10 straight batters in one stretch.

DIAMONDBACKS 4, RANGERS 2
Arizona rookie Robbie Ray took a shutout into

the eighth inning to outpitch Texas’ Yovani
Gallardo and the Diamondbacks beat the Rangers.

Ray (3-4) pitched four-hit ball over a career-
high 7 2/3 innings. He didn’t give up a hit until
Elvis Andrus’ single with two outs in the fifth.

Jake Lamb’s two-run single with two outs in
the top of the fifth put Arizona ahead 2-0 and
ended Gallardo’s consecutive scoreless streak at
33 1/3 innings. 

A.J. Pollock’s RBI single with two outs in the
sixth made it 3-0 and chased Gallardo (7-7). The
Rangers scored in the eighth as Arizona right
fielder Yasmany Tomas missed Andrus’ line drive
for a three-base error and Andrus scored on Shin-
Soo Choo’s sacrifice fly. Delino DeShields doubled
with two outs and scored on Rougned Odor’s sin-
gle. Brad Ziegler got the last three outs for his
career high-tying 13th save.

BRAVES 4, BREWERS 3
AJ Pierzynski homered among his three hits,

Manny Banuelos earned his first major league win
and Atlanta beat Milwaukee. Pierzynski hit his
sixth homer and drove in two runs. He is 10 for 13
in his last three games. Banuelos (1-0) gave up

one run and five hits in 5 1-3 innings. The left-han-
der, who made his big league debut last week,
started in place of the injured Williams Perez.

Jason Grilli got his 24th save to give Atlanta its
seventh victory in nine games. Tyler Cravy (0-2)
started in place of Matt Garza, who went on the
disabled list Monday. Cravy gave up three runs in
six innings in his second major league start.

TWINS 8, ORIOLES 3
Top prospect Miguel Sano demonstrated his

power in hitting his first major league homer then
showed some patience at the plate by drawing a
bases-loaded walk as Minnesota cruised to a win
over Baltimore. Sano hit a towering two-run
homer in the first inning in front of the fans who
have long been waiting for his heralded arrival.
Known for a potent bat, Sano had two hits and
has hit safely in each of his first six games since
being promoted from Double-A.

Kyle Gibson (7-6) allowed a two-run homer to
J.J. Hardy but allowed six hits in six innings to win
his third straight start.

Kevin Gausman (1-1) lasted just 3 2-3 innings
for Baltimore as he gave up eight runs - seven
earned - on seven hits. He also threw two wild
pitches.

RED SOX 4, MARLINS 3
Xander Bogaerts drove in three runs with a

bases-loaded single in the seventh inning, bolster-
ing his chances for a spot in the All-Star Game and
leading Boston to a victory over Miami.

Bogaerts, one of five candidates for the final
opening on the AL team, went 2 for 4 to raise his
batting average to .304. Wade Miley struck out
nine and Travis Shaw picked up his first three
major league hits, including a one-out single to
start Boston’s comeback in the seventh. Junichi
Tazawa (1-3) picked up the win with 1 1/3 innings
of scoreless relief, and Koji Uehara pitched a per-
fect ninth for his 20th save. Boston matched a sea-
son high with its third consecutive win.  —AP

Cubs beat Cards, Giants blank Mets

SAN FRANCISCO: Giants right fielder Hunter Pence swings for an RBI single off New York
Mets’ Bartolo Colon during the third inning of a baseball game. — AP

MLB results/standings

Chicago Cubs 7, St. Louis 4; Kansas City 9, Tampa Bay 5; Oakland 4, NY Yankees 3 (10 innings);
Cincinnati 5, Washington 0; Pittsburgh 3, San Diego 2; Boston 4, Miami 3; Cleveland 2, Houston 0;
Arizona 4, Texas 2; Chicago Cubs 5, St. Louis 3; Atlanta 4, Milwaukee 3; Minnesota 8, Baltimore 3;
Kansas City 7, Tampa Bay 1; Toronto 2, Chicago White Sox 1; LA Angels 10, Colorado 2; Seattle 7,
Detroit 6 (11 innings); Philadelphia 7, LA Dodgers 2; San Francisco 3, NY Mets 0.

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB    
NY Yankees 44 39 .530 -      
Baltimore 43 41 .512 1.5  
Toronto 44 42 .512 1.5  
Tampa Bay 43 43 .500 2.5  
Boston 40 45 .471 5      

Central Division
Kansas City 48 33 .593 -      
Minnesota 45 39 .536 4.5  
Detroit 42 41 .506 7      
Cleveland 39 44 .470 10     
Chicago White Sox 37 44 .457 11     

Western Division
Houston 49 37 .570 -      
LA Angels 45 38 .542 2.5  
Texas 41 43 .488 7      
Seattle 39 45 .464 9      
Oakland 39 47 .453 10     

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 46 38 .548 -      
NY Mets 43 42 .506 3.5  
Atlanta 42 42 .500 4      
Miami 35 49 .417 11     
Philadelphia 29 57 .337 18     

Central Division
St. Louis 54 30 .643 -      
Pittsburgh 49 34 .590 4.5  
Chicago Cubs 46 37 .554 7.5  
Cincinnati 38 44 .463 15     
Milwaukee 36 50 .419 19     

Western Division
LA Dodgers 47 38 .553 -      
San Francisco 43 42 .506 4      
Arizona 41 42 .494 5      
San Diego 39 47 .453 8.5  
Colorado 35 48 .422 11

CHICAGO: Cubs center fielder Dexter Fowler can’t make the catch on a single by St. Louis Cardinals’ Peter Bourjos during the ninth inning
in the second baseball game of a doubleheader. — AP


