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Other verses are even more specific in telling us in spe-
cific detail how to treat others:  “Your Lord has decreed
that you should worship nothing  except Him and show
kindness to your parents; whether either or both of them
attain old age, never say to them “Uf!” nor scold either of
them.  Speak to them in a generous fashion.  Serve them
with tenderness and humility...” (17:23). Aside from these
Quranic verses, Muhammad (PBUH) advised his followers
in innumerable traditions to be good to others. For exam-
ple, he said, “Do you know what the rights of a neighbor
are? If a neighbor seeks your help, extend it to him. If a
neighbor asks you for a loan, lend him. If your neighbor
becomes poor, then help him financially and attend to his
poverty if you can. 

If your neighbor becomes ill, then visit him. If your
neighbor is happy on certain gain, then congratulate him.
If your neighbor is suffering a calamity, then offer him
condolences. If your neighbor dies, then attend his funer-
al. Do not raise your building over his building, so that he
would have no sun exposure or wind passage.  Do not
bother your neighbor with the smell of your cooking,

unless you intend to offer him some” (Tabrani, 101).
Detailing the behavior of a loving neighbor is more mean-
ingful than a simple order to love them.

The Quran and Muhammad (PBUH) did not directly
command us to “love one another” because love (the feel-
ing) is a byproduct of positive actions and attitudes.
Instead, we are commanded to treat one another with jus-
tice, respect, forgiveness, patience and kindness. By acting
in this way, we can arouse the feeling of love for others in
ourselves, and vice versa. Islam insists on principle-driven
love, a love that is proactive and action-based, not reac-
tive and emotion-based.  How important is love?
Muhammad (PBUH) said to his companions, “You will not
enter Paradise until you have faith; and you will not com-
plete your faith until you love one another” (Muslim).
Ramadan is the perfect opportunity to show love for oth-
ers by showing compassion and charity through sharing.

Courtesy of the TIES Center: The TIES Center is the social
and educational hub for English Speaking Muslims in
Kuwait. For more information, please call 25231015 or e-
mail info@tiescenter.net or visit www.tiescenter.net.

‘Holy month’ develops love 
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Huraiji said that the officials were urged in the past to
widen the road and to plant fences of trees on the both
sides of the road to act as sand barriers and prevent the
accumulation of sand and accidents. The lawmaker said that
Minister Ahmad Al-Jassar and senior officials should be held
politically and legally accountable for the miserable status of
several roads which were blocked by sand despite abun-
dant fiscal reserves in the country. He said that last year, he
sent questions to the then Public Works Minister about the
condition of the Salmi road and plans to repair and develop
the important road. 

Since then, nothing was changed and the road remained
as it was.

Huraiji said that ambulances and rescue operations were
greatly hampered by sands on several roads where roads in
neighboring Gulf states, which were hit by the same dust

storm, remained clean and open to traffic. MP Talal Al-Jallal
made a similar appeal for the Ministry to carry out the nec-
essary works and repairs on the road leading to Wafra on
the borders with Saudi Arabia. He said that the road was
blocked to traffic by falling sand and also resulted in a num-
ber of accidents. Jallal said Wafra road needs a major devel-
opment in order to reduce the number of deadly accident
on the vital road.

MP Awdah Al-Awdah said yesterday that the ongoing
dispute between the oil executives and Oil Minister Ali Al-
Omair could divide the National Assembly into two sides. He
pointed out that the threat by oil executives to step down in
protest against the Minister’s decision is not right nor suit-
able, adding that decisions by the minister should be issued
at the right time. The Oil Minister has added six new mem-
bers to the board of directors of Kuwait Petroleum Corp to
expand the board members to 15. That triggered negative
reactions by a number of oil executives and MPs.

Lawmakers urge action as sand blocks...
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Institute for Climate Impact Research said in a statement.
Overall, there were 12 percent more downpours which

broke local records from 1981 to 2010 than would be
expected in an unchanged climate, according to an analysis
of rainfall statistics from thousands of weather stations since
1900. Southeast Asia had the biggest increase with 56 per-
cent, while Europe saw a 31 percent rise. The study said
2010 was the year with most records broken, from Texas to
Pakistan. Flooding in Pakistan was the worst in its history,
killing more than 2,000 people and affecting 18 million. The
findings may help guide investment in flood prevention,
from reinforcing riverbanks to building storm drains in cities.

Dim Coumou, one of the authors, said natural climate
shifts could explain the frequency of downpours until about
1980. “After that we clearly go out of that range and see
many more record-breaking events,” he told Reuters. “I
would expect this to continue over coming decades - it
depends of course on how much humanity will emit.” The
UN panel of climate scientists concluded last year there had
been “an increase in the number of heavy precipitation
events in a number of regions” since about 1950 due to ris-
ing temperatures. In April, a Swiss-led study said global
warming was to blame for most extremely hot days and
almost a fifth of heavy downpours. Officials from almost 200
countries will meet in Paris in late 2015 to try to work out a
UN deal to curb greenhouse gas emissions. — Agencies 

World urged to tackle climate change...

DUBAI: The US and Emirati govern-
ments launched a new Mideast digi-
tal communications center yesterday
focused on using social media to
counter the Islamic State group’s
propaganda efforts online. IS sup-
porters have deftly harnessed social
media to spread the group’s slickly
produced Hollywood-style film clips
and other messages aimed at recruit-
ing and drawing support from
plugged-in young Muslims. The
Obama administration has urged
Arab allies to do more to combat the
media blitz, characterizing the fight
on the communications front as a key
pillar in the overall effort to defeat
the group.

The new Sawab Center is one of

the most concrete responses to that
call yet in the region.  Named for the
Arabic word for “the right or proper
way,” it will be based in Abu Dhabi,
the oil-rich capital of the United Arab
Emirates, a key American ally and a
member of the US-led coalition
against the IS group. The center
released YouTube videos and Twitter
messages Wednesday in Arabic and
English announcing its launch. Anwar
Gargash, the Emirati minister of state
for foreign affairs, and Richard
Stengel, the US undersecretary of
state for public diplomacy and public
affairs, said the center’s aim is to sup-
port coalition efforts, challenge IS
propaganda and “amplify moderate
and tolerant voices from across the

region.”
“Recent tragic events in the

Middle East region and beyond have
demonstrated once again the stark
contrast between Daesh’s vision for
the future and that of civilized peo-
ple,” the diplomats said in a joint
statement announcing the launch.
Daesh is another name for the Islamic
State group.  “Through the Sawab
Center, we hope to lend a voice to all
those people that stand united
against terrorism,” the statement
added. Stengel, a former Time maga-
zine managing editor, traveled to the
Emirates for the launch. Journalists
were not allowed to attend the pro-
ject’s unveiling or visit the center,
which has been testing its operations

and developing its branding over the
past three months.  

More work still needs to be done.
The center does not yet have an active
website of its own, and a planned
Facebook presence and a dedicated

YouTube channel are expected to take
several more weeks to develop.
Officials say they hope the center will
eventually launch “proactive online
messaging campaigns” to target IS
propaganda. The US separately has

been expanding an existing US State
Department division set up in 2011
and known as the Center for Strategic
Counterterrorism Communications
that is designed to counter jihadist
messages online. —  AP 

US, UAE launch anti-IS online messaging center in Abu Dhabi

Iranian Shiite Muslims pray as they place the Quran on their heads at the graves of soldiers who were killed during 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war, at the Behesht-e-Zahra cemetery, during the holy fasting
month of Ramadan. Iranian Muslims spent the night in prayer and devotion commemorating Laylat Al Qadr, or the Night of Power, which is the anniversary of the night that Muslims believe Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH)received the first revelation of the Quran by the angel Gabriel. — AP 


