
I N T E R N AT ION A L
THURSDAY, JULY 9, 2015

BOSTON: In her computer-generated
image, she is the picture of innocence: a
4-year-old girl with long brown hair,
chubby cheeks and expressive brown
eyes. The image has attracted a stagger-
ing 45 million views on Facebook as
investigators try to identity the child
whose remains were found on a Boston
Harbor beach nearly two weeks ago. The
mystery of Baby Doe began on June 25,
when a woman walking her dog on the
western shore of Deer Island called 911
and reported finding a trash bag con-
taining the girl’s body. The child was
wearing white leggings with black polka
dots. Inside the bag with her remains
was a zebra-print blanket.

Police immediately appealed to the
public for help in identifying the girl.
Using photos of her remains, the
National Center for Missing and
Exploited Children created a composite
image of what the girl may have looked
like when she was alive. After that image
and photos of the leggings and blanket
were posted on the Massachusetts State
Police Facebook page, investigators
were astonished by the number of views
and shares the posting received. As of
late Tuesday, more than 45.4 million
people had viewed the image.

But authorities still haven’t identified
the girl. “It has by far shattered our previ-
ous record for Facebook views,” said Jake
Wark, a spokesman for Suffolk County
District Attorney Daniel Conley, whose
office is overseeing the investigation.
Adding to the mystery is that investiga-

tors still haven’t been able to figure out
how she died. There were no obvious
signs of trauma to her body, and an
autopsy performed by the state medical
examiner’s office did not determine the
manner or cause of her death.

Conley said Tuesday that authorities
are awaiting the results of toxicology
tests to determine if the girl was poi-
soned or ingested drugs. She weighed
30 pounds and was about 31/2 feet tall.
Her body was reasonably intact, but had
a modest amount of decomposition.
Authorities won’t say how long they
believe she had been dead by the time
her remains were discovered. They also
don’t know if the girl  l ived in
Massachusetts or came from another
state. They will not say whether the trash
bag containing her body washed up on
shore or was left on the beach by some-
one.

Investigators have received “dozens
and dozens” of tips from the public, and
those leads have prompted police to
check on the well-being of 20 girls in the
same age range. All of those girls were
found safe and sound. Conley said the
outpouring of support by people who
have shared the girl’s image on social
media is gratifying and gives him confi-
dence that her identity eventually will be
determined.

During a news conference Tuesday,
Conley spoke directly to the girl’s par-
ents or caretakers: “Please step forward,
clear your conscience and help us identi-
fy this young child.” Conley would not

elaborate on whether the child’s parents
or caretakers are a focus of the investiga-
tion and said authorities don’t know if
the girl’s death was an accident or a
crime.

Her death and the mystery surround-
ing her identity has touched a chord in
many people. State police say their
Facebook posting on the girl  has
received more than 10 times the views
of their previous highest post. People
from Maine to California, Canada and
Puerto Rico have shared the posting,
with many of them expressing sorrow or
anger over the girl’s death. “How can
someone just throw a child away?” wrote
one woman from Arizona. “This is just
horrible, no one is missing this little
angel!” wrote another woman from
Clovis, California.

Barbara Smith, 67, of Missoula,
Montana, said she has shared the girl’s
image three times and plans to share it
again and again until investigators figure
out who she was and how she died. “I’m
about to become a great-grandmother,
so it just touches you,” she said in a tele-
phone interview. “It’s sad that there was
a little girl out there of her age that was
found by herself and nobody has
claimed her.” State police spokesman
David Procopio said investigators are
grateful to the public for “caring about
this little innocent”. “But we continue our
request for leads,” he said. “We need peo-
ple to continue to look at her and think
about her and let us know if anything in
their memory clicks.” —AP 

Millions share story of girl found dead in US

QUITO, Ecuador: Faithful take pictures with their mobile phones as Pope Francis departs from the San Francisco
Church aboard the Popemobile on Tuesday. —AP 

QUITO: Pope Francis, the first Latin
American pontiff, heads yesterday to
Bolivia on the second leg of a three-
nation tour of the continent’s poorest
countries, where he has been acclaimed
by huge crowds. Francis will arrive in the
Andean state from Ecuador, where he
will wrap up his stay with a visit to a
sanctuary of the Virgin of El Quinche
outside the capital Quito. Poverty has
been a key theme of this South
American tour by “the pope of the poor”,
whose visit to Ecuador follows mass anti-
government protests in the country in
recent weeks.

At an outdoor mass Tuesday in Quito
attended by nearly one million people,
Francis called for unity among
Ecuadoreans divided by class and politi-
cal ideology and appealed for better
protection of the Amazon rainforest.

Approximately 900,000 faithful braved
the cold and rain to hear his homily in
Bicentennial Park.

Catholic ‘Revolution’ 
The Argentine-born pontiff focused

his message on what he called the
Catholic “revolution”, or quest to spread
the Roman Catholic faith. On Ecuador’s
divisions, he said the diversity of
Ecuador ’s people was an “immense
treasure” that could help steer society
away from ideas that tended towards
dictatorship, ideological thinking or sec-
tarianism. “Fight for inclusion at all lev-
els,” he implored on the third day of his
South American tour.

Later, in a meeting with civil society
groups - including indigenous peoples
opposed to oil extraction on their lands -
the pope stressed the important role the

Amazon plays in the “global ecosystem”
and said its “enormous diversity”
required particular care. “Ecuador -
together with other countries with
Amazonian land - has a chance to prac-
tice the teachings of integral ecology,” he
said. Recalling his encyclical last month
which appealed for quick action against
climate change, he called for the Earth to
be left a better place for future genera-
tions.

Advocating for ‘Mother Earth’ 
“One thing is clear, we cannot contin-

ue turning our back on reality, on our
brothers, on Mother Earth,” he said dur-
ing a meeting with teachers and stu-
dents in Quito. Environmental issues
have plagued President Rafael Correa’s
eight-year-old administration, with
ongoing protests by indigenous peoples
over land damage that they say is due to
mining and oil extraction. The govern-
ment has been beset by a separate set of
protests in recent weeks over Correa’s
socialist policies, which have angered
business leaders as well as the upper
and middle classes, who want him to
step down. Correa, an admirer of the
pope, had a private meeting with Francis
late Monday. The pope later said he
would bless the country so that internal
differences might be reconciled. 

Veiled Message to Correa? 
During Tuesday’s mass, the pope

invoked South America’s independence
movements from Spain 200 years ago.
“That cry for liberty... did not lack convic-
tion or force, but history tells us that it
was only convincing when the focus on
personalities and desire for  singular
leadership, were put aside,” Francis said.
He did not single out any country or
government in a region that has known
rightwing dictatorships in the past, and
controversial leftwing leaders in recent
years.

But some of the faithful saw the
pope’s words as a veiled message to
both the opposition and Correa, who
attended the mass. “In an indirect way,
he told the president to take into
account that there are people who don’t
have the same ideas as him,” said Felipe
Lascano, a 22-year-old university stu-
dent. —AFP 

Next stop Bolivia for 
‘pontiff of the poor’

Pope calls for special protection of Amazon

HAVANA: Colombia’s FARC rebels
announced yesterday they will
observe a one-month unilateral
ceasefire in response to an interna-
tional appeal for an urgent de-escala-
tion in the country’s decades-old con-
flict. The truce will start July 20, said
Ivan Marquez, chief rebel negotiator
at long-running peace talks in Havana.
He said the leftist rebels were acting
on an appeal issued Tuesday by four
countries supporting the peace talks,
in order to dial back half a century of
war after a recent spike in combat.
The goal of the truce, Marquez said, is
to “create favorable conditions in
order to advance with the opposing
side toward a bilateral and definitive
ceasefire.”

Colombian President Juan Manuel
Santos welcomed the move, but said
the FARC had to do more to advance
peace talks that have been under way
here in Havana since late 2012. “We
appreciate the gesture of a unilateral
ceasefire by the FARC but more is
needed, especially concrete commit-
ments to speed up the negotiations,”
Santos said on Twitter. Cuba and
Norway are acting as so-called “guar-
antor” countries in the peace talks in
Havana. Chile and Venezuela are
“escort” countries. All four issued the
appeal Tuesday for de-escalation.

The Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia had been observing a uni-

lateral ceasefire since December and it
led to relative calm. But clashes
resumed in mid-April, following an
ambush by the rebels that left 11 sol-
diers dead. Each side blames the other
for the escalation. The FARC ended
their truce in May. Since then, about
30 rebels have been killed in army
operations and recent surveys show
the public to be wary about the peace
process. Two soldiers were killed, two
wounded and a fifth reported missing
in southern Colombia on Tuesday fol-

lowing attacks that were believed to
have been carried out by the FARC.

Meanwhile, three soldiers were
killed and four injured in the south-
western Colombia state of Putumayo,
where officials said a military convoy
carrying a crude oil was attacked with
explosives. Colombia’s civil strife dates
back to 1964 and has drawn in left-
wing guerrillas, right-wing paramili-
taries and drug gangs, killing more
than 220,000 people and uprooting as
many as six million. —AFP 

Colombia’s FARC rebels 
announce 1-month truce

HAVANA: The head of the FARC leftist guerrilla delegation Ivan Marquez
reads a statement during peace talks with the Colombian government at
the Convention Palace yesterday. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Only about 60 Syrian
rebels are being trained by the United
States to take on the Islamic State
group, Defense Secretary Ashton
Carter said Tuesday, admitting it was
far below the number hoped for. The
disclosure is likely to add to criticism
of the Obama administration’s military
strategy, with US Senator John McCain
saying that the United States was “los-
ing” the fight against the extremists,
who have overrun large areas of Syria
and Iraq.

Several lawmakers including
McCain, the 2008 Republican presi-
dential nominee, grilled Carter and
the military ’s top general, Martin
Dempsey, on topics ranging from
Ukraine to the Middle East. America
wants to train thousands of moderate
Syrian rebels to fight IS forces, but
Carter said only a few dozen had so far
been approved for a program that is a
central tenet of Washington’s strategy
to beat the IS group.

Carter said the US was training
about 60 fighters as of last week. “This
number is much smaller than we had
hoped for at this point,” he added,

pointing to difficulties in vetting suit-
able candidates. “We know this pro-
gram is essential. We need a partner
on the ground in Syria to assure ISIL’s
(IS) lasting defeat.” McCain criticized
what he called “not a very impressive
number”. In January, the Pentagon
said about 5,400 Syrian rebels would
be trained and armed in the first year
of the program and US lawmakers
have allocated about $500 million to
the effort. McCain said the “reality” on
the ground is that IS jihadists continue
to gain territory in Iraq and Syria,
while expanding their footprint across
the Middle East, Africa and Central
Asia. “There is no compelling reason to
believe that anything we are currently
doing will be sufficient to achieve the
president’s long-stated goal of
degrading and ultimately destroying
ISIL - either in the short-term or the
long-term,” McCain said at the Senate
Armed Services Committee, which he
chairs. “Our means and our current
level of effort are not aligned with our
ends.  That suggests we are not win-
ning, and when you are not winning
in war, you are losing.”—AFP 

US says only 60 Syrians 
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