
Someone is pushing your buttons today and you’re likely to take it
very personally. But even if your assumptions are built on facts, you still may be
overreacting. People have a variety of agendas and are motivated for a wide
range of reasons. You might be jumping to an erroneous conclusion if you
believe anyone is purposefully trying to thwart your efforts. Fortunately, you’re a
pro at diplomacy; your friendly charm can disarm almost anyone when you
focus it in the right direction.

No matter how hard you try, you just can’t seem to please anyone
today. But it’s as if reality is testing you to determine which obstacle irritates you
most. Your gut reaction is to push back with even more determination so you
can get the results you know are possible. Unfortunately, you won’t win by
increasing your effort now, even if your willpower is strong. Stop struggling and
give it a rest; quit working against the current flow of energy. Surprisingly, much
of the resistance will fade once your own mindset improves. The only one you
have to prove anything to is yourself.

Your creativity may be off the hook today, but others don’t seem to
have an inkling of the artistic message you’re trying to convey. You

pour your heart into painting a picture or writing a song and, naturally, are quite
proud of your production. But somehow your peers respond with puzzled smiles,
and needless to say, you feel like an unappreciated artist. Ultimately, art is subjec-
tive and there’s no telling who will find your work meaningful. Following your
muse can be a lonely endeavor, but expressing your imagination is one of life’s
greatest joys. 

You don’t need any external distractions today, especially if your
own thoughts are running amok. There are so many colorful ideas dancing in
your head that it’s nearly impossible to concentrate on your work. Nevertheless,
responsibilities call and you must answer. It’s time to stop and get serious about
your obligations. Fortunately, you’re capable of extraordinary mental feats; you
can alter your thinking process to accommodate reality when you must. Quit
chasing your tail and get to work.

Your core values are shifting to reflect your new philosophical per-
spective, but you’re not sure how to make the transition real. Part of the prob-
lem is your current lack of direction. It’s as if a fog has descended, preventing
you from clearly seeing the path right in front of you. You might overcompen-
sate by speeding up to hide your uncertainty. Unfortunately, a strategy built on
denial will only court disaster as you run off the road. Slow down and share your
vulnerability with trusted allies who can help in your process of transformation.

You may not be making as much progress on your career path as
you prefer. Climbing the ladder of success isn’t easy because there are others
playing supporting roles on your ambitious journey. Unfortunately, your associ-
ates might not even share similar goals, further complicating the current dynam-
ics. Communication can be infuriating today; it’s as if you’re each reading from
different scripts. Your best bet may be to take a hiatus and revisit the discussion
in a few days when everyone is in a more positive frame of mind. Sometimes
agreeing to disagree is the quickest way to cultivate peace. 

You truly thought business was handled and everyone was on the
same page, but now it appears you’re sadly mistaken. You may have misread
the situation or someone might have purposefully misled you. Either way, a
disagreement flares back up as unexpressed feelings rush to the surface.
Although you believe you’re engaged in a fight to the finish, the Moon’s return
to your sign also offers you an opportunity to clear the air and begin anew.
Give peace a chance; life’s too short to spend time in endless conflict.

The cosmos is handing you a well-deserved moment to retreat
and recuperate today, but this mellow phase won’t last long. Someone could
ambush you with their personal demands, but luckily, you have a clever
defense to defuse a potentially volatile conversation. Unfortunately, the obvi-
ous solution isn’t likely the right one. Rather than confronting the situation
head-on now, you might be better off going your separate ways for a while. A
cooling-off period may be just what everyone needs to gain a fresh perspec-
tive and a more positive attitude.

You may feel like time is running out, accentuating your sense of
urgency to achieve your goals. You’re trying to connect with the right people,
but seem to be fighting an uphill battle of crossed messages and incomplete
conversations. This is fleet-footed Mercury’s last day of his extended visit to
your curious-minded sign, adding a frenetic buzz to your thinking. Thankfully,
understanding the source of your anxiety helps to calm your nerves. Your
outlook vastly improves once you realize the chaotic pace will slow down in
the next few days. The sky is not falling; take a deep breath and relax. 

Lately you have been lulled into a false sense of security, but the
game is currently changing faster than you might realize. Relationship dynam-
ics are shifting, and you may already be using your crablike pincers to attempt
to cling to the past. But your fears of the unknown are misplaced since the
days ahead will likely be an improvement over the past. Cleaning up old busi-
ness as quickly as possible helps to lighten the load you need to carry into the
future. 
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ACROSS
1. A unit of surface area equal to 100 square
meters.
4. A kind of fluent easy superficiality.
12. System of measurement based on centime-
ters and grams and seconds.
15. A master's degree in education.
16. An open automobile having a front seat and
a rumble seat.
17. Used of physical heat.
18. An island republic on the island of Iceland.
20. Annual and perennial grasses of savannas
and upland grasslands.
22. A metal urn with a spigot at the base.
23. Obvious and dull.
24. A cut of pork ribs with much of the meat
trimmed off.
25. A crystalline metallic element not found in
nature.
26. A quantity of no importance.
27. A metric unit of volume equal to one tenth of
a liter.
29. A colorless explosive liquid that is volatile and
poisonous and foul-smelling.
30. (in golf) The standard number of strokes set
for each hole on a golf course, or for the entire
course.
33. (Akkadian) God of wisdom.
37. A former communist country in eastern
Europe and northern Asia.
41. A member of the Iroquoian people formerly
living between Lake Chaplain and the Saint
Lawrence River.
45. Large burrowing rodent of South and Central
America.
46. Large genus of tropical subshrubs or herbs
some of which yield fibers of mucilaginous sub-
stances.
47. A unit of absorbed ionizing radiation equal to
100 ergs per gram of irradiated material.
48. United States sculptor and architect whose
public works include the memorial to veterans of
the Vietnam War in Washington (born in 1959).
50. (British) A waterproof raincoat made of rub-
berized fabric.
51. Someone who leaves one country to settle in
another.
55. (the feminine of raja) A Hindu princess or the
wife of a raja.
58. A state in midwestern United States.
59. A song that was formerly popular.
60. (Islam) The man who leads prayers in a
mosque.
64. City in central Iran.
68. The 2nd longest European river.
70. A unit of length of thread or yarn.
71. The mountain peak that Noah's ark landed
on as the waters of the great flood receded.
74. Soviet chief of secret police under Joseph
Stalin.
75. A compartment in front of a motor vehicle
where driver sits.
76. (Greek mythology) The wife of Odysseus and
a symbol of devotion and fidelity.
78. A condition (mostly in boys) characterized by
behavioral and learning disorders.
79. A flat wing-shaped process or winglike part
of an organism.
80. Worn to shreds.
81. Towards the side away from the wind.

DOWN
1. Not functioning properly.
2. A summary that repeats the substance of a
longer discussion.
3. Swelling from excessive accumulation of
serous fluid in tissue.
4. Made of packed earth or gravel.
5. Of or relating to or associated with the moon.
6. Large short-tailed lemur of Madagascar having
thick silky fur in black and white and fawn.
7. A soft silvery metallic element of the alkali
earth group.
8. The compass point that is one point east
(clockwise) of due north.
9. A crude stone artifact (as a chipped flint).
10. French writer whose novels described the
sordid side of city life (1804-1857).
11. A short piece remaining on a trunk or stem
where a branch is lost.
12. A communist nation that covers a vast terri-
tory in eastern Asia.
13. A gland in which gametes (sex cells) are pro-
duced.
14. An ancient upright stone slab bearing mark-
ings.
19. The Judeo-Christian God.
21. A married male American Indian.
28. A white soft metallic element that tarnishes
readily.
31. (Jungian psychology) The inner self (not the
external persona) that is in touch with the
unconscious.
32. French sculptor noted for his renderings of
the human form (1840-1917).
34. A river in north central Switzerland that runs
northeast into the Rhine.
35. Someone who is morally reprehensible.
36. Instructed and encouraged in moral, intellec-
tual, and spiritual improvement.
38. The language of the nomadic Lapp people in
northern Scandinavia and the Kola Peninsula.
39. A fraudulent business scheme.
40. Any competition.
42. Small genus of Asian evergreen trees having
columnar crowns and distinguished by leaves
lacking a midrib.
43. A rare silvery (usually trivalent) metallic ele-
ment.
44. (law) A defense by an accused person pur-
porting to show that he or she could not have
committed the crime in question.
49. (meaning literally `born') Used to indicate the
maiden or family name of a married woman.
52. Adapt anew.
53. A boy or man.
54. Wild ox of the Malay Archipelago.
56. (linguistics) Of speech sounds.
57. A dark purplish red.
61. Of or relating to walls.
62. Dwell (archaic).
63. English economist noted for his studies of
international trade and finance (born in 1907).
65. Fastener consisting of a resinous composi-
tion that is plastic when warm.
66. A metabolic acid found in yeast and liver
cells.
67. A particular geographical region of indefinite
boundary (usually serving some special purpose
or distinguished by its people or culture or geog-
raphy).
69. In bed.
72. Fermented alcoholic beverage similar to but
heavier than beer.
73. A prominent rock or pile of rocks on a hill.
77. The 17th letter of the Hebrew alphabet.
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You’re ready to pack your bags and head off into the sunset with
your favorite traveling companion, but your timing may be off. Matching your
schedule with someone else’s can be more challenging now than you expected.
When you discover that your friend can’t accompany you on your big adventure
today, you might waste your energy persuading them to turn their life upside
down to accommodate your optimum timetable. Nevertheless, this pushy strate-
gy won’t work. It could take more time than you wish, but your best route to ful-
filling your dream is to find common ground on which you both can stand. 

Too many trivial tasks keep you from focusing on your long-term aspirations
today. Your frustration mounts because the daily noise seems to just get louder no matter
what you try to do to shut it down. Under normal circumstances, you might be able to just
shrug it off and return to your work. However, you’re reaching a breaking point now that
someone’s emotional intensity is pushing you to the edge. Don’t be afraid of speaking
your piece to reestablish healthy boundaries. Just remember you will successfully get your
point across if you are as kind as you are direct in the delivery of your message.


