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Babtain awarded

Egyptian Academy’s

honorary doctorate

KUWAIT: The Cairo-based Academy of Arts decided to
award famous Kuwaiti Poet Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain
honorary doctorate, Egyptian Ambassador to Kuwait
Abdulkareem Suleiman announced Monday.

The honoring comes in recognition of Babtain’s signifi-
cant role in enriching Arab literature and culture,
Ambassador Suleiman said in a statement. He underlined
that the cultural initiatives, projects and activities of the
Kuwaiti Poet and his prestigious institution, namely the
Foundation of Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babatain’s Prize for Poetic
Creativity, have undeniable impact on the Arab culture.
The Egyptian diplomat added that a special celebration to
confer Babtain with the honorary doctorate will be held at
the headquarters of the Academy of Arts in Cairo next
September. — KUNA

Indian embassy 

statement

The Indian embassy has registered 290 deaths
of Indian nationals during the period from 1
January 2015 to 30 June 2015. The mortal

remains of 49 deceased Indian nationals were
buried in Kuwait, as per the wishes of their family
members, whereas mortal remains of 241
deceased Indian nationals were airlifted to India
for last rites. The average time taken in Kuwait to
repatriate mortal remains to India is 4 days.

Movenpick Hotels and Resorts is
consolidating its Saudi Arabia
expansion plans by adding a

fourth property in the kingdom’s thriving
city of Jeddah.

The 300-key Movenpick Hotel Heraa
Jeddah, which is scheduled to open in the
first quarter of 2019, will take Movenpick’s
KSA offering to 14 properties strong. It is
one of five Saudi new builds being rolled
out by the hospitality firm over the next
four years, with two planned for Riyadh,
one for Al Khobar and the 233-key
Movenpick Hotel City Star Jeddah.

Set to occupy a prime location on Prince
Sultan Road, Movenpick Hotel Heraa
Jeddah will be ideally placed to capitalize
on the city’s growing popularity as a busi-
ness and leisure destination, with several
major infrastructure developments under-
way designed to cater to the on-going
swell in tourism numbers.

“The hotel is just five minutes from
Jeddah’s King Abdulaziz International
Airport, which is currently undergoing a
$7.2 billion expansion to take its ultimate
capacity to 80 million passengers annually.
We will therefore be the first point of call

for travellers stopping in Jeddah en-route
to the two Holy Cities, Makkah and
Madinah,” says Andreas Mattmuller, Chief
Operating Officer, Movenpick Hotels and
Resorts, Middle East and Asia.

He was speaking after a management
deal for Movenpick Hotel Heraa Jeddah
was recently inked with Dr. Mohamed Ali
Al-Turki, Chairman/CEO of Mohamed Al-
Turki Group of Companies. The signing cer-
emony was attended by Jean Gabriel PÈrËs,
President and CEO of Movenpick Hotels
and Resorts.

“Movenpick has a strong track record in
managing properties in Jeddah and across
Saudi Arabia, which made the hospitality
firm a natural partner for this exciting new
venture,” said Dr. Mohamed Ali Al-Turki. 

The hotel will be in close proximity to
high-profile mega developments such as
the Kingdom Tower and Jeddah Waterfront.
Several “stand out” food and beverage out-
lets including two signature restaurants,
plus a ballroom, seven meeting rooms,
health club with gym, and seven stand-
alone villas will  set Movenpick ’s new
Jeddah property apart from the competi-
tion.

Movenpick Hotels and

Resorts strengthens

presence in Jeddah

Movenpick Hotel Heraa Jeddah to open in 2019

GUST organizes charity iftar for laborers

500 Street Laborers and Sanitation Workers invited
On the occasion of the holy month of Ramadan, Gulf University
for Science and Technology (GUST) hosted a charity iftar for
nearly 500 of Kuwait’s street laborers and sanitation workers at
the Fakhr El Deen Restaurant.  Students, faculty, and staff, were
invited to share in the experience.

Organized and hosted by the University’s Office of Student
Life (OSL) and Public Relations (PR) Department, the iftar
brought together different people from various backgrounds

and religions to sit, eat, and socialize as one. This reflects the
true spirit and nature of Ramadan as a time of giving and gen-
erosity. 

Donald Bates, GUST President, said, “This iftar serves as a
golden opportunity to show off GUST’s altruistic nature.  It gives
me great pleasure to see so many familiar faces from our staff
and students come and share a meal with workers, and show
their gratitude for all of the help they give us throughout the

year. The iftar is the first of its kind to be organized by GUST, and
will set a precedent for the years to come, as the university con-
stantly seeks ways to give back to the community.

Anwar al Sabah, Head of OSL, said, “Ramadan helps us
remember the value of others regardless of their race or back-
ground which inevitably brings all of us together.  Ultimately,
our aim is to try and make a positive difference to the lives of
as many people as possible.  These laborers are our heroes, and

we want to show our appreciation for everything they do to
help our country.”

The charity iftar is the second in a series of Ramadan-
themed events that the university has organized.  From the
14th until the 17th of June, GUST held its first ever graish-
themed Student Recruitment Gala, where prospective stu-
dents and their families were invited to visit the campus, learn
about the University, and register free of charge.   

The Kuwait Foundation for the
Advancement of Science (KFAS)
hosted a ceremony to honor the

top ten high school graduates in
Kuwait for the school year 2014/2015.
The ceremony came as part of KFAS’

2012 - 2016 strategy that is based on
supporting outstanding and gifted stu-
dents to continue their  academic
achievements, General Manager Dr
Adnan Shehabuddine said in a state-
ment. — KUNA

KFAS honors 

outstanding students


