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LONDON: Maria Sharapova of Russia returns a ball to Coco Vandeweghe of the United States during their singles match at the All England Lawn Tennis Championships. — AP

LONDON: Maria Sharapova survived a gamesman-
ship row as the Russian battled into the semi-finals
with a 6-3, 6-7 (3/7), 6-2 victory over Coco
Vandeweghe yesterday.

Serena Williams survived a scare to book a
Wimbledon semi-final showdown with old rival
Maria Sharapova as the world number one battled
back to defeat Victoria Azarenka 3-6, 6-2, 6-3.

Williams was in danger of a shock quarter-final
exit after a slow start on Centre Court, but the five-
time Wimbledon champion eventually battered
23rd seed Azarenka into submission in two hours
and three minutes with a barrage of 43 winners and
14 aces. The 33-year-old American, aiming to win her
fourth successive Grand Slam title and 21st in total,
will face world number four Sharapova on Thursday
holding a 17-2 lead in their head to head record.

Sharapova needed two hours and 45 minutes before
she finally saw off unseeded Vandeweghe to reach
her fifth Wimbledon semi-final and her first since
2011.

But the world number four was accused of
unsporting behaviour by Vandeweghe, who was
unhappy that Sharapova was moving during the 23-
year-old American’s service action.

Vandeweghe protested to the umpire during the
quarter-final and repeated her complaint in the
post-match press conference. “She (the umpire) said
she didn’t believe she was doing it during the
motion. I strongly disagreed.  Towards the later end
of the second set, I said if she has a problem speak-
ing to Maria, if she’s too scared to do it, I had no
problem speaking to her,” said the American.

“What I felt from her moving around in between

my serving motion was not, I don’t think, sportsman-
like. I try to play as fair as I can.

“When I felt like it wasn’t being reciprocated,
that’s when I spoke with the umpire for her to deal
with.” But Sharapova insisted she was doing nothing
out of the ordinary. “It is what it is. What she said, I’m
not going to argue against her words,” said the
Russian. Joining Sharapova in the last four was 20th
seed Garbine Muguruza, who defeated Swiss 15th
seed Timea Bacsinszky 7-5, 6-3 to become the first
Spanish woman to make the Wimbledon semi-finals
since Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario in 1997.

Sharapova was well below her best on Centre
Court, making 23 unforced errors, serving 10 double
faults and hitting only 19 winners. But the always
tenacious 28-year-old somehow found a way to
secure her 20th Grand Slam semi-final appearance

that has brought her five major titles.
Azarenka is seeded 23rd after an injury-plagued

period, but the Belarusian has twice come close to
defeating Serena in the last two months, failing to
convert on three match points and losing in the
round of 16 in Madrid and then losing a 6-3, 4-2 lead
in the third round of the French Open.

Overall, Serena leads Azarenka 16-3 and has nev-
er lost to her in a Grand Slam event, despite
Azarenka’s pushing her to three sets in the 2012 and
2013 US Open finals. The quarter-finalists in the bot-
tom half of this year’s draw are made up of four
women who have never won a Grand Slam title or
reached the number one ranking. It was Muguruza
who took the giant leap towards the sport’s upper
echelons as she defeated Bacsinszky, a surprise
French Open semi-finalist last month, in 86 minutes

on Court One. To reach the quarter-finals, Muguruza
beat fifth seed and former world number one
Caroline Wozniacki on Monday and also defeated
10th seed Angelique Kerber in the third round.

The 21-year-old, born in Venezuela but raised as a
tennis prodigy in Barcelona, had never been made
the semi-finals of a Grand Slam.

She had fallen in the last eight of the French
Open for the last years. “It is just amazing. I am so
happy. It was a very tough match and I am just so
excited. It was a very intense final game so it is just
relief,” Muguruza said. “It is very hard to make the last
four of Wimbledon so to achieve this so I am very
proud. “ Muguruza will take on Polish 13th seed
Agnieszka Radwanska, the 2012 runner-up, or 21st
seed Madison Keys of the United States for a place in
the final. — AFP

Serena books Sharapova showdown

LONDON: Novak Djokovic, Roger Federer,
Andy Murray and Stan Wawrinka can justify
their status as Wimbledon’s big four by making
the semi-finals today.

Defending champion, top seed and 2011
winner Djokovic takes on US Open champion
Marin Cilic boasting a 12-0 career lead over the
Croatian. Seven-time champion Federer faces
Gilles Simon with the Frenchman playing in his
maiden Wimbledon quarter-final while 2013
winner Murray, seeded three, is up against sur-
prise quarter-finalist Vasek Pospisil of Canada.
Fourth seed Wawrinka tackles 2007 semi-final-
ist Richard Gasquet, the second Frenchman in
the last-eight.

Cilic, 26, lost to Djokovic in five sets in the
quarter-finals in 2014 despite being two sets
to one ahead. He then went on to win a maid-
en Grand Slam title at the US Open in
September.

“I know him very well. We played many,
many matches on different surfaces,” said
Djokovic after reaching his seventh successive
Wimbledon quarter-final and 25th in a row at
the majors with a 6-7 (6/8), 6-7 (6/8), 6-1, 6-4,
7-5 win over Kevin Anderson of South Africa.

“I remember him mentioning earlier this
year that he wants to focus mostly on
Wimbledon, grass. That’s where he feels like he
has a best chance besides US Open. He’s play-
ing at a very high level.”

Cilic admitted he needs to match Djokovic
blow for blow today. “When Novak is playing
at the speed that he’s playing, I’m going to
have to be more aggressive to play more risky
tennis,” said Cilic.  Federer, 33, is bidding to
become the oldest Wimbledon champion and
win a record eighth title. The Swiss has been
virtually untroubled on serve on his way to a
13th Wimbledon quarter-final, just one behind
the record of 14 held by Jimmy Connors.

He has yet to drop serve, has faced just two
break points in 58 service games and has com-
mitted only three double faults.

The last time he dropped serve was in the
second set of his opening round win over
Philipp Kohlschreiber in Halle-more than 100
service games ago.

“Maybe the guys are returning terrible,”
joked Federer. “Gilles Simon is one of the best
return players we have in the game. I would
think I’ll be tested a lot. So that streak’s maybe
coming to an end, in my opinion.” Simon, one
of three over-30s in the last eight, last made
the quarter-finals of a Grand Slam in Australia
in 2009.

He trails Federer 5-2 in career clashes. After
winning their first two meetings in 2008, the
Frenchman has lost five in succession
although their only two Grand Slam matches-
at the 2011 Australian Open and 2013 French
Open-went to five sets.

Murray is into his eighth successive
Wimbledon quarter-final and takes a 3-0 lead
into his match-up with world number 56
Pospisil who had never previously got beyond
the third round of a major before this
Wimbledon.

All their three meetings have come in the
last 10 months with the 25-year-old Canadian
unable to win a single set. Pospisil spent more
than eight hours on court on Monday, first
beating Viktor Troicki in the singles in five sets
and then losing a five-setter with Jack Sock
against Murray’s brother Jamie and John
Peers.  “He’s played a lot of tennis here which is
a positive for him,” said Murray.

“But also maybe he’s a little bit fatigued. So
if that is the case, and I won’t bank on that
being the case, but if that is the case, I’ll try to
use that to my advantage.” Pospisil’s win over
Troicki was his third five-set win in four rounds
at the All England Club this year.

French Open champion Wawrinka is in the
quarter-finals for the second successive year
and is bidding to become just the fifth man to
win Roland Garros and Wimbledon in the
same year. Wawrinka, the only quarter-finalist
not to have dropped a set at the tournament,
faces 21st seed Gasquet with the two men
locked at 1-1 in career meetings.

Gasquet won their first clash at the Paris
Masters in 2006 with the 30-year-old Swiss
gaining revenge at the 2013 French Open
when he recovered from two sets to love
down to win a fourth round encounter. — AFP

LONDON: Defending champion Novak Djokovic
survived a barrage from big-hitting Kevin Anderson
to reach his seventh successive Wimbledon quar-
ter-final yesterday.

The top seed came from behind to win 6-7 (6/8),
6-7 (6/8), 6-1, 6-4, 7-5 in a last-16 tie suspended due
to bad light on Monday at the end of the fourth set.

The Serb, who has now reached 25 Grand Slam
quarter-finals in a row, goes on to face Croatia’s US
Open champion Marin Cilic for a place in the semi-
finals. Djokovic will be the overwhelming favorite
for that match today leads their head-to-head 12-0.

Anderson, the South African 14th seed, fired 40
aces and 71 winners but committed 41 unforced
errors. Djokovic crashed 43 winners past his oppo-
nent but hit just 19 unforced errors. “I think Kevin
served exceptionally well. I found it one of the most
difficult matches I’ve played in my Wimbledon
career. At times I was really helpless with my
returns. He was very aggressive,” said Djokovic. “I
thought it was high-quality tennis in the fifth set.

“I was two sets down. To come back and win in
five gives me great satisfaction and confidence for
the next challenge.” After their match was suspend-

ed due to fading light on Monday, it was the 29-
year-old Anderson who was the more aggressive
first up yesterday. Under damp, overcast skies on
Court One, Djokovic had to save two break points
in the fourth game. But Anderson eventually paid a
heavy price for his all-or-nothing approach as he
tried to break through into a Grand Slam quarter-
final for the first time in 26 attempts. He served up
two double faults to go match points down in the
12th game and Djokovic secured victory when the
South African bungled a volley off a blistering serv-
ice return by the top seed. — AFP

Big four eye semi spots

Djokovic survives Anderson barrage
LONDON: Novak Djokovic of Serbia returns a ball to Kevin Anderson of South Africa during their singles match at the All England Lawn Tennis
Championships. — AP


