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DAYTONA: In this photo made early Monday, July 6, 2015, Austin Dillon (3) goes airborne and hits the catch fence as he was involved in a multi-
car crash on the final lap of the NASCAR Sprint Cup series auto race. — AP

DAYTONA BEACH: Riding bumper-to-bumper
at nearly 200 mph (322 kph), NASCAR driver
Austin Dillon was smack in the middle of a pack
of cars headed to the checkered flag early
Monday morning when he was suddenly sent on
the ride of his life.

A wreck that began three rows ahead of him
sent cars spinning all over the track. When one
turned into him, the force of the hit flipped his
car up and over two others. Dillon sailed nearly
upside down into the Daytona International
Speedway fence with such a hard hit that it near-
ly brought his car to a sudden stop. The fence
acted like a slingshot, sending the sheared race
car back onto the track, where it landed on its
roof and was hit again while the engine block
smoldered nearby. Left behind were a handful of
fans who received only minor injuries from the
debris, and a gaping hole in the fence, the mesh
torn away. And Dillon?

Nearly everyone in NASCAR feared the worst
looking at what remained of his car. Instead, he
was helped out by rival crews and he gave the
“I’m OK” two-handed wave used by late American
bullrider Lane Frost to the stunned crowd. “It hap-
pened so quick,” said Dillon, the grandson of car
owner Richard Childress and the first driver
entrusted to drive the famed No. 3 that had been
out of use since Dale Earnhardt’s fatal 2001 crash
at Daytona. “You’re just holding on and praying
that you get through it, get to race again,” he said.
“I had just got done stopping and I had crew
members everywhere. I thought that was really
special and cool. It comforted me pretty quick.
And then I just wanted to get out of there and let
the fans know that I was OK, let my parents and
grandparents know that I was all right.”

Dale Earnhardt Jr. was near tears as he pulled

into victory lane at nearly 3 a.m. Monday after
watching the last-lap wreck in his rearview mir-
ror. Runner-up Jimmie Johnson said Dillon was
lucky to be alive.

That Dillon walked away with only a sore arm
and tailbone, and only five fans suffered minor
injuries, was a testament to NASCAR’s evolving
safety improvements. Kyle Larson walked away
from a similar accident in a 2013 race at
Daytona. The fence also was shredded, and the
debris field injured 28 fans.

Daytona has since reinforced its fencing, and
part of the track’s ongoing $400 million renova-
tion project has moved seating back a bit from
the fence. “I’m really proud of the fact that the
fence worked,” track President Joie Chitwood
said. Six-time NASCAR champion Johnson
likened fencing to a “cheese grater” when a race
car sails into it and said the energy from the
impact will almost always lead to heavy debris.
Although he marveled at the lack of injuries,
Johnson had no solution for preventing similar
incidents. “I don’t know how you keep a 3,500-
pound (1,590-kilogram) car at 200 mph staying
in the racetrack,” Johnson said. “The fence held
up, it did function well, but the debris going off
into the stands is something I don’t know how
you can control.” Dillon, though, said NASCAR
must figure out a solution.

“I think our speeds are too high, I really do,”
he said. “I think everybody can get good racing
with lower speeds, and we can work on that and
then figure out a way to keep cars on the
ground. We’re fighting hard to make the racing
good; I hope fans enjoy all that.

“You go out there and you hold it wide open
to the end, checkers or wrecker, and hope you
make it through.” NASCAR Chairman Brian

France said Monday that series engineers began
examining the accident just five hours after
Dillon’s crash in the race, which was delayed by
more than three hours due to rain. “This is auto
racing. We are going to have challenges and we
are going to have hard crashes,” France said. “You
learn from every single one of these things. The
real good news for us is this is what we do: We
have an entire group of people who woke up
today trying to figure out how to make things
better.” But no solution will likely ever be perfect.
Although Johnson agreed with Dillon that slow-
er speeds might help, “there’s no guarantees.”

Last weekend was Daytona’s first major event
since Kyle Busch broke his right leg and left foot
when he crashed into a concrete wall here in
February. It led to the installation of a longer
safety barrier and the replacement of about
200,000 square feet (18,500 square meters) of
grass with asphalt.

Busch’s crash led all tracks to review their
walls, and Dillon’s wreck likely will force a
tougher look at fencing. Earnhardt, who admit-
ted he questioned his mortality after his father’s
2001 death and after a pair of concussions side-
lined him in 2012, said it’s impossible to ever be
100 percent safe.

“These cars are going fast, and when you put
them in odd, rare circumstances like that, they’re
going to go up in the air,” he said. “We do every-
thing we can and have made a lot of changes
and incorporated a lot of things into these cars
to try to keep them on the ground, but you nev-
er can in those imperfect situations.

“It’s very dangerous. Racing has always been
very dangerous. Fortunately for us, we’ve gotten
better and safer in the last (several) years. It’s
changed tremendously.” —AP
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APIA: Samoa is expected to come to a stand-
still today when the All Blacks launch their
World Cup preparations by playing in the rug-
by-obsessed island nation for the first time.

Samoan Prime Minister Tuilaepa Sa’lele
Malielegaoi has declared a half-day holiday to
mark the historic occasion with a raft of public
activities including a street parade for the All
Blacks. “We have to have a half day. It’s a day
where everyone should prepare to support
the boys,” he told the nation of 192,000. World
Rugby hall-of-famer Michael Jones, who rep-
resented both countries in his stellar career,
said the long-awaited match was “huge” for
Samoans. “It ’s certainly something that’s
going to bring the whole country and the
hundreds of thousands of Samoans around
the world to a standstill,” he said. The signifi-
cance of the festival atmosphere was not lost
on All Blacks coach Steve Hansen but he
warned his world champion side not to be
overawed.

“Clearly it’s going to be a big occasion and
it will be good for our guys to have to do
something a bit different and see how they
react, including myself.”

However, his prime focus is to achieve a
successful start to his goal of having the All
Blacks become the first team to win back-to-
back World Cups. “If we don’t take them seri-
ously we will get one right between the eyes
because they are a good side.”

Samoa is the first of five Tests the All Blacks
have before Hansen settles on a 31-man
squad to defend their world championship.

He started with a squad of 41 and added
another nine to compensate for injuries and
the unavailability of 17 players involved in
Saturday’s Super rugby final between the
Otago Highlanders and Wellington
Hurricanes.

Of the late additions, right wing George
Moala will make his international debut while
scrum-half Andy Ellis lines up for his first Test
since the All Blacks beat France 8-7 in the
2011 World Cup final.

The same vastly experienced pack led by
Richie McCaw which started that final four
years ago will take the field against Samoa

with the exception of the now retired Brad
Thorn whose place is taken by 17-Test lock
Luke Romano.

The backline is more makeshift with Dan
Carter partnering Ellis in the halves, Sonny Bill
Williams and Ryan Crotty in the centres, and
Israel Dagg handed the fullback slot despite
missing all Super rugby since April because of
injury. “The team picked itself pretty easily. We
went for people we want to see and people
that need game time,” Hansen said.

Samoan coach Stephen Betham has also
gone for experience drawing on 18 European-
based players in his 23-man squad and recall-
ing 47-Test veteran prop Census Johnston
from retirement.

The only Samoan newcomer is New
Zealand-born Tim Nanai-Williams, a cousin of

Sonny Bill Williams, who plays Super rugby for
the Waikato Chiefs and believes the All Blacks
could be vulnerable. “The pressure is on them
because they are the best in the world,” he
told the Samoa Observer.

“As a group we believe we can win. The
boys are really up for it.” Conditions will favour
Samoa with temperatures around 30 degrees
Celsius (86 Fahrenheit) and a rock-hard
ground. “I guess on the day you’ll see the kind
of rugby we’re trying to play.  Obviously we
want to play the Samoan way-physical-and
see what happens from there,” Sale centre
Johnny Leota said. At a church service for the
Samoans on Sunday, parish priest Ilalio Fulu
urged the players to be “tough, but not
rough”, adding: “If God is with us, who can be
against us?” — AFP
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APIA: Samoan rugby union players, Tusi Pisi (center left) and Jack Lam (center right) walk
along during a parade to celebrate the rugby test they will play against the New Zealand
All Blacks.The All Blacks are making history by playing their first-ever test in the Pacific
islands today. — AP

WASHINGTON: Floyd Mayweather was
Monday stripped by the World Boxing
Organization of the welterweight world
title he won by beating Manny Pacquiao
two months ago in what was dubbed
“the fight of the century”.

Mayweather had failed to meet the
deadline last Friday for paying the
$200,000 sanctioning fee required by the
WBO after he took the belt from
Pacquiao on May 2 in Las Vegas, in the
richest fight of all time, earning a report-
ed $220 million in the process.

WBO rules require boxers to pay 3 per-
cent of their purse to fight for a world
title up to a maximum of $200,000. The
rules also prohibit WBO champions to
hold any belts in any other weight divi-
sions. Mayweather is currently also the
WBC and WBA champion at junior mid-
dleweight (154lb), as well as at welter-
weight (147lb). 

A statement on the Puerto Rico-based
sanctioning body’s website confirmed
that Mayweather, regarded as the best
pound-for-pound boxer in the world,
was no longer the WBO champion.

“ Mayweather, Jr. failed to pay the
$200,000.000 fee required of him as a
participant of a WBO World
Championship Contest,” said the state-
ment. 

“Despite affording  Mayweather Jr. the
courtesy of an extension to advise us of
his position within the WBO
Welterweight Division and to vacate the

two 154-pound world titles he holds, the
WBO World Championship Committee
received no response from him or his
legal representatives on this matter.  “The
WBO World Championship Committee is
allowed no other alternative but to cease
to recognize Floyd Mayweather, Jr. as the
WBO Welterweight Champion of the
World and vacate his title.” Pacquiao told
AFP yesterday that he thought the WBO
had been fair to his former opponent.
“Maybe he just didn’t want to pay the
sanctioning fee. He was given enough
time to fulfil his responsibilities as WBO
champion and to decide whether he
should relinquish his WBO 147lb crown,”
the Filipino boxer said.

“I think the WBO championship com-
mittee behaved fairly before taking away
his crown.” After Mayweather (48-0, 26
KOs) defeated Pacquiao to unify three of
the four major welterweight world titles,
he had declared that would vacate all his
titles in order to give younger fighters
the chance to win belts. “I don’t know if it
will  be Monday or maybe a couple
weeks,” Mayweather said at the post-
fight news conference. 

“I’ll talk to my team and see what we
need to do. Other fighters need a
chance.” American Timothy Bradley, who
defeated countryman Jessie Vargas for
the WBO interim welterweight belt on
June 27, is now expected to be formally
elevated to full champion status by the
WBO.— AFP
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SPAIN: A reveler is tossed by a bull during a celebration held at the bullring after the
running of the bulls. — AP

PAMPLONA: Two Americans and a Briton
were gored and eight others injured yester-
day as thousands of daredevils dashed
alongside fighting bulls through the streets
of this northern Spanish city on the first
bull run of the San Fermin festival, organiz-
ers said.

Mike Webster, a 38-year-old occupation-
al therapist from Gainesville, Florida, was
gored as he ran with the bulls in Pamplona
for his 38th time over the last 11 years, he
said from his hospital bed.

San Fermin’s media office said he was
gored in the armpit, and Webster told The
Associated Press that he hasn’t decided
whether he’ll run again because he first
needs to discuss the issue with his wife.

Also gored was a 27-year-old Californian
identified by the media office only by his
initials, D.M.O. A 30-year-old Briton with the
initials A.B.O. was gored in the groin area. 

None of the three was said to be in seri-
ous condition. Three other Americans were
among the eight others injured, most with

bruises sustained in falls and crowd crushes
during the nationally-televised run that
lasted just over two minutes. The daily run
sees people dashing with six bulls along a
narrow, 930-yard (850-meter) course from a
holding pen to the city’s bullring. The bulls
are then killed by professional matadors in
bullfights each afternoon.

The nine-day fiesta in Pamplona, which
features 24-hour street partying, was made
famous in Ernest Hemingway’s 1926 novel
“The Sun Also Rises” and attracts thousands
of foreign tourists.

Bull runs are a traditional part of sum-
mer festivals across Spain. Dozens are
injured each year in the runs, most in falls.

Two men have died recently after being
gored by bulls in Spanish festivals - one
Saturday in the eastern town of Grao de
Castellon and another June 24 in the south-
western town of Coria.

In all, 15 people have died from gorings
in Pamplona since record-keeping began in
1924 for the San Fermin festival. —AP
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LAS VEGAS: In this May 2, 2015 file photo, Floyd Mayweather Jr., and Manny
Pacquiao fight in a welterweight unification bout at the MGM Grand Garden
Arena. — AFP


