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LONDON: Southampton have signed defender Cuco Martina from
Dutch side FC Twente, the Premier League club said yesterday. Martina,
a Curacao international, has signed a two-year deal at St Mary’s
Stadium. No details of a fee were released.

The 25-year-old previously played for Saints assistant manager
Erwin Koeman, the brother of Southampton manager Ronald, at RKC
Waalwijk.

“I know Ronald Koeman and Erwin Koeman-I worked with Erwin
for one year and everything was good,” Martina told Southampton’s
website (www.saintsfc.co.uk). “He knows my qualities and I know what
he wants. “It was a dream for me to play in the Premier League, and
finally I can play now. I hope to play many games and show the fans
who I am.”

Southampton’s executive director of football, Les Reed, said: “Cuco
is a versatile and experienced defender who will add strength and
depth to our squad ahead of the coming season.

“Injuries to Ryan Bertrand and Bevis Mugabi highlighted the need
to bring in another defender, and Cuco is the perfect solution.”
Koeman’s side have also sold England right-back Nathaniel Clyne to
Liverpool. Southampton open their Premier League campaign at
Newcastle United on Aug. 9. — Reuters

Martina joins Southampton 
SINGAPORE: Singaporean teenager Quah Zheng Wen has been cleared
to compete at the world swimming championships and the 2016
Olympics after the Ministry of Defence approved a request to defer his
mandatory national service. The 18-year-old, who won 12 medals, includ-
ing seven golds at last month’s Southeast Asian (SEA) Games, was in dan-
ger of missing both events because he was due to enlist for national serv-
ice on Aug. 31. However, the Armed Forces Council (AFC) issued a state-
ment on Tuesday saying his enlistment had been delayed for a year, allow-
ing him to compete at next month’s world championships in Russia and
the Olympics in Rio.“Quah has satisfied the conditions for defer-
ment of exceptional sportsmen who can win honour for
Singapore, as his recent performances were better than the
most recent Olympic Games’ qualifying times in the 200m
butterfly,” the statement said.

“The AFC has therefore decided to grant deferment to
Mr Quah from full-time NS (national service) till 31
August 2016, for him to train and participate in the
2016 Olympic Games.” In 2013, Quah’s team mate
Joseph Schooling, who won nine gold medals at the
SEA Games, was granted a deferment from national
service until after the Rio Olympics. —Reuters

BARCELONA: Spain’s new Davis Cup captain Conchita Martinez sprung a sur-
prise yesterday by naming world number seven David Ferrer in her team for
next week’s Group I tie away to Russia. 

Ferrer was not expected to make himself available for the July 17-19 match
in Vladivostok following a dispute between top players and the Spanish tennis
federation (RFET) over the appointment last year of Gala Leon as the nation’s
first female Davis Cup captain. After weeks of upheaval at the federation and
the naming of a new president, Leon was sacked last week and Martinez, a for-
mer Wimbledon champion who is also Spain’s Fed Cup captain, was named to
replace her until the end of the year.

Ferrer, who pulled out of Wimbledon on the eve of the tourna-
ment with an elbow injury, will be joined in the Spain team by
Pablo Andujar, Daniel Gimeno-Traver, Marc Lopez and David
Marrero, Martinez told a news conference in Barcelona. The
five-times winners, missing the likes of Rafa Nadal, Feliciano
Lopez and Tommy Robredo, need a victory to have a chance of
getting back into the elite World Group for next year’s compe-
tition. “I did not have much time to put the team together,”
Martinez said. “It has been a difficult situation because two
days before the squad announcement everyone had their

commitments and calendar plans, all important, and it was-
n’t easy. —Reuters 

Ferrer to play Davis Cup Quah cleared to swim 

CHICAGO: Chris Sale’s bid for a record strike-
out streak ended, but he pitched a six-hitter
to help the Chicago White Sox to a 4-2 victo-
r y over the Toronto Blue Jays on Monday
night in the fastest major league game in
almost four years. 

Sale (7-4) had struck out at least 10 batters
in eight straight starts, matching the major
league mark set by Pedro Martinez in 1999. 

The All-Star left-hander finished with six
strikeouts while outpitching former mentor
Mark Buehrle (9-5), who also went the dis-
tance. There were no walks in a game that
took only 1 hour, 54 minutes. 

It was the speediest big league game since
Tampa Bay and Kansas City took 1:53 on Aug. 9,

2011, STATS said. All of Chicago’s runs were
unearned. An error by shortstop Jose Reyes lead-
ing off the eighth helped the White Sox score three
times and overcome a 2-1 deficit. Josh Donaldson
and Chris Colabello homered for Toronto.

DODGERS 10, PHILLIES 7
Jimmy Rollins hit a go-ahead single in the

seventh inning against his former team, rally-
ing NL West-leading Los Angeles past last-place
Philadelphia. With one out, Jeanmar Gomez
gave up consecutive singles to Yasiel Puig and
Andre Ethier, who moved up on pinch-hitter
Alberto Callaspo’s groundout to the pitcher.
Rollins followed with a two-run single to left-

center, and Cody Asche’s throw home pulled
catcher Carlos Ruiz away from the plate. He
stretched in an effort to tag Ethier, but lost the
ball in the process. Rollins came home on a
double by All-Star rookie Joc Pederson, giving
the Dodgers a 10-7 lead in a game that lasted 4
hours, 13 minutes.

CARDINALS 6, CUBS 0
John Lackey threw seven scoreless innings

and St. Louis beat Chicago despite Jon Lester
taking a no-hitter into the seventh.

Signed to a six-year, $155 million deal over
the offseason, Lester (4-7) remained winless in
nine straight starts since beating Pittsburgh on
May 16. He allowed two hits and two unearned

runs while striking out eight for Chicago. Lester’s
bid for his second career no-hitter ended with
one out in the seventh when Kris Bryant couldn’t
handle Jhonny Peralta’s sharp grounder in back
of third base.

The Chicago defense then let Lester down
when Bryant’s throw to second on a Jason
Heyward grounder went into right field. That was
followed by Yadier Molina’s run-scoring sacrifice
fly to right, and Kolten Wong’s RBI single to left
that put St. Louis ahead 2-0.

BRAVES 5, BREWERS 3
Kelly Johnson homered and drove in three

runs as Atlanta ended Milwaukee’s eight-game

winning streak. The game was held up in the
ninth inning while an injured fan received med-
ical attention after getting hit by a line drive.

AJ Pierzynski had four hits, including two dou-
bles, and rookie pitcher Matt Wisler won for the
third time in four career starts. Johnson launched
a two-run homer to right field in the first off Kyle
Lohse. Milwaukee avoided further damage when
Juan Uribe was caught in a rundown after
attempting to score on a grounder to third later
in the inning. Gerardo Parra hit a leadoff homer
for the Brewers in the bottom half, his third this
season.

METS 3, GIANTS 0
Jonathon Niese pitched eight sharp innings

for his first win in nearly two months, and New
York beat San Francisco to hand the World Series
champions their seventh straight defeat. Johnny
Monell snapped a scoreless tie with a two-run
double in the ninth against his former team.
Michael Cuddyer had two hits, including a single
that started the winning rally, to help the Mets
improve to 3-1 on a six-game West Coast trip.

It was New York’s second consecutive shutout,
including an 8-0 victory Sunday at Dodger
Stadium behind rookie Steven Matz.

Juan Lagares added an RBI single to make it 3-
0, and Jeurys Familia closed for his 23rd save.
Mets pitchers have allowed exactly three hits in
each of their last three wins.

TIGERS 12, MARINERS 5
Nick Castellanos hit a home run and drove in

four runs to lead a 19-hit outburst from Detroit in
a win over Seattle. Castellanos had a season-high
four hits and matched a season best with four
RBIs. Victor Martinez added four hits, while J.D.
Martinez had three hits and two RBIs. Mayckol
Guaipe (0-1) took the loss after allowing three
runs on two hits and a walk without getting an
out in relief. Alfredo Simon (8-5) gave up five runs
on eight hits in 5 2/3 innings to earn the win.
Mariners starter Hisashi Iwakuma allowed five
runs on eight hits in five-plus innings. He struck
out three in his return from a strain in his back
and right shoulder area that sent him to the dis-
abled list in April.

TWINS 4, ORIOLES 2
Brian Dozier hit a two-run homer in the 10th

inning to lift Minnesota to the victory. Dozier
lined a 2-1 pitch from Tommy Hunter (2-2) into
the seats in left for his 17th homer. Earlier in the
day, Dozier was selected as one of the five candi-
dates for the final roster spot on the AL All-Star
team. Trevor May (5-7) pitched a scoreless 10th
inning to earn the win in his first relief appear-
ance of the season. Torii Hunter and Aaron Hicks
also homered for Minnesota. Manny Machado
and Adam Jones went deep for Baltimore.

ASTROS 9, INDIANS 4
Dallas Keuchel pitched six innings on the

same day he was selected for the AL All-Star
team, leading Houston to the road win. Keuchel
(11-3), who leads the league in wins and is sec-
ond with a 2.14 ERA, is a strong candidate to start
next Tuesday’s game in Cincinnati. 

The left-hander allowed three runs and nine
hits.  An anticipated pitching duel between
Keuchel and Carlos Carrasco never materialized.
Carrasco (10-7), who came within one out of a no-
hitter against Tampa Bay on Wednesday, allowed
five runs in four innings.  Preston Tucker had a
career-high four hits for Houston, including a solo
homer in the fourth. Jose Altuve, Houston’s All-
Star second baseman, matched his career-high
14-game hitting streak with two hits.

PIRATES 2, PADRES 1
Pedro Alvarez singled home the winning run

with two outs in the ninth inning, sending
Pittsburgh to its eighth win in 10 games. Alvarez’s
second career game-ending hit also beat his
father-in-law, Padres interim manager Pat
Murphy. Andrew McCutchen started the winning
rally with a one-out walk off Brandon Maurer (5-

2). Jared Hughes (2-1) pitched one scoreless
inning for the win as the Pirates beat the Padres
for just the fourth time in the team’s last 20 meet-
ings at PNC Park.

REDS 3, NATIONALS 2
Eugenio Suarez hit a tiebreaking homer in the

eighth inning, and the Reds stopped the
Nationals’ nine-game home winning streak.

Suarez went 3 for 4 with two RBIs to help the
Reds snap a three-game skid and improve to 4-0
against Washington this year, clinching the season
series. With the score knotted at 2, Suarez drove an
0-2 pitch from Casey Janssen (0-2) just inside the
left-field foul pole. Manny Parra (1-1) worked the
seventh and Aroldis Chapman got three outs for his
17th save. One of Chapman’s fastballs was clocked
at 103 mph. Danny Espinosa homered for the
Nationals, who had won 12 of 15 overall. — AP

White Sox see off Blue Jays

CHICAGO: Toronto Blue Jays’ Devon Travis (29), reacts after striking out during the third
inning of a baseball game against the Chicago White Sox. — AP

MLB results/standings

Tampa Bay 8, NY Yankees 1; Toronto 10, Detroit 5; Milwaukee 6, Cincinnati 1; Philadelphia 4,
Atlanta 0 (10 innings); Boston 5, Houston 4; Pittsburgh 5, Cleveland 3; Baltimore 9, Chicago
White Sox 1; Kansas City 3, Minnesota 2; St. Louis 3, San Diego 1; Chicago Cubs 2, Miami 0;
Seattle 2, Oakland 1; NY Mets 8, LA Dodgers 0; Colorado 6, Arizona 4; LA Angels 12, Texas 6;
Washington 3, San Francisco 1.

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB    
NY Yankees 44 38 .537 -       
Baltimore 43 39 .524 1       
Tampa Bay 43 41 .512 2       
Toronto 43 41 .512 2       
Boston 39 45 .464 6       

Central Division
Kansas City 46 33 .582 -       
Minnesota 43 39 .524 4.5   
Detroit 41 40 .506 6       
Cleveland 38 43 .469 9       
Chicago White Sox 36 43 .456 10      

Western Division
Houston 48 36 .571 -       
LA Angels 44 38 .537 3       
Texas 41 42 .494 6.5   
Seattle 38 44 .463 9       
Oakland 38 47 .447 10.5  

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 46 36 .561 -       
NY Mets 42 41 .506 4.5   
Atlanta 40 42 .488 6       
Miami 35 48 .422 11.5  
Philadelphia 28 56 .333 19      

Central Division
St. Louis 53 28 .654 -       
Pittsburgh 47 34 .580 6       
Chicago Cubs 44 36 .550 8.5   
Cincinnati 36 44 .450 16.5  
Milwaukee 36 48 .429 18.5  

Western Division
LA Dodgers 46 37 .554 -       
San Francisco 42 41 .506 4       
Arizona 40 42 .488 5.5   
San Diego 39 45 .464 7.5   
Colorado 35 47 .427 10.5 

LOS ANGELES: Philadelphia Phillies starting pitcher Sean O’Sullivan throws to the Los Angeles Dodgers during the first inning of a base-
ball game. — AP

CEDAR RAPIDS: Weather delayed and
shortened the event. But, summer rains
weren’t enough to keep fans away or damp-
en the spirit of the event. Fans still lined fair-
ways and huddled around greens to get
glimpses of their favorite golf professionals
and celebrities play in the fifth Zach
Johnson Foundation Golf Classic Monday at
Elmcrest Country Club.

Golfers and spectators weren’t fazed by
precipitation and wet grounds for the chari-
ty fundraiser. Johnson was flattered, but not
shocked by the turnout.

“This community never ceases to amaze
me,” Johnson said. “They just come out. They
want to support. They want to help. They
want to basically wrap their arms around
things like this and truly be a part of some-
thing special.”

Jan O’Neil, of Iowa City, attended with
her 14-year-old son, Evan. Rain began when
they arrive, forcing them to wait it out at a
nearby school. They weren’t deterred by the
forecast. “We knew we’d come regardless,”
Jan O’Neil said. “We were hopeful.”

Doug Skeries, of Cedar Rapids, attended
for the second straight year and third over-
all. He was in place in time to see Jonathan
Moore and Johnson play the No. 1 hole. “We
sat in the car until the rain died down,” he
said. Brian O’Donnell, of Cedar Rapids, made
his first trip to the charity golf celebration,
bringing his sons, Brady, Blake and Luke. The
star-studded field was a factor and they out-
lasted the rain in the clubhouse, talking with
friends. “We came to watch with the lineup
they have here,” O’Donnell said. “We heard it
was a very family friendly event.”

O’Donnell is the principal at St. Pius
Catholic School. Johnson graduated from
Pius before attending Regis High School. He
serves as a role model with his efforts and
the ZJFGC brings top PGA players like

Jordan Spieth, Jason Day, Davis Love III and
Stewart Cink to town.

“It’s a once a year opportunity,” O’Donnell
said. “Big names in golf don’t come around
here often. I wanted my kids to experience
this, too.” Evan O’Neil, who plans to play golf
next spring as a freshman at West Branch,
had a chance to see top golfers like Johnson
and Spieth, who were two of the most pop-
ular attractions.

He gathered with others along ropes to
talk with and request autographs from
famous participants. He had an exchange
with former University of Iowa and National
Football League tight end Dallas Clark, who
was one of six to seven players to sign a sou-
venir flag. “It’s pretty awesome,” Evan O’Neil
said. “Even though it’s only nine instead of
18 holes, it’s great.”

Johnson checked weather radars in the
morning and worried that play would be
canceled. Players and watchers stuck it out.
According to reports, more than $835,000
was raised for Kids on Course, which bene-
fits students at Grant, Harrison and Van
Buren Elementary Schools, inspiring confi-
dence in youth to realize individual poten-
tial in and out of the classroom by providing
creative and inventive opportunities for
connecting students and their families with
the community and higher learning.

“We had three hours of good fun out
there and a great evening (Sunday) night,”
Johnson said. “We raised a lot of money for
what my board and, I know, our support
staff and this community knows is a great
program.  “I’m humbled,” Johnson said. “I’m
excited. We’re helping kids and families
that have their backs against the wall, so to
speak. If we can give them a little glimpse
of hope and maybe even a little bit of
direction and some opportunity all the
more better.” — AP

Fans fight weather to 
attend annual classic


