
N E W S
WEDNESDAY, JULY 8, 2015

Continued from Page 1

Allah causes their supplications to rise above the clouds, and
gates of heaven are opened for them, and God says, ‘By My
Might, I will help you, even if it be after a while’” (Tirmidhi).

How should we supplicate?  The Quran says, “The most beau-
tiful names belong to Allah, so call on Him by them” (7:180).
Aishah said that the Prophet (PBUH) loved short but comprehen-
sive, meaningful supplications more than others.  He frequently
prayed, “O Allah, give us all the good of this world, and the good
of the life hereafter, and save us from the punishment of the fire.”
He supplicated to God throughout the day, from the time he
woke up until he laid his head down to sleep - while eating,
dressing, walking, riding, working and visiting.  He was known to
have prayed, “My Lord, help me and do not turn against me.
Grant me victory, and do not grant victory over me. 

Plan on my behalf and do not plan against me. Guide me, and
make the guidance easy for me. Grant me victory over those who
act wrongfully toward me. O Allah, make me grateful to You,
mindful of You, in awe of You, devoted to your obedience, hum-
ble, penitent, and ever turning to You in repentance. My Lord,
accept my repentance, wash away my sins, answer my supplica-
tion, clearly establish my evidence, guide my heart, make my
tongue true, and draw out malice from my breast” (Abu
Dawood).  Whatever our need, there is none who can answer our
prayers except our Creator.

We should be resolute and optimistic when making supplica-
tions, even though sometimes we may pray again and again, yet
we do not immediately have an answer to our prayer.

Nevertheless, we should never be impatient if our supplication
has not yet been answered. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said,
“You will be answered as long as you are not impatient and say, ‘I
have made a supplication and I have not been answered ‘“(Al-
Muwatta, 15:29). He also said, “Supplicate and be assured of
being answered, and know that Allah does not answer a suppli-
cation from a careless heart which is not concentrating”
(Tirmidhi). 

If you notice that your prayers are never answered, it would
be useful to examine your deeds to see if there is an obstacle.  For
example, the Prophet (PBUH) mentioned a person who “lifts his
hands and makes supplication, ‘O Lord, O Lord,’ but his diet is
unlawful, his drink is unlawful, his clothes are unlawful, and his
nourishment is unlawful. How then can his supplication be
accepted?” You have nothing to lose by supplicating, even if you
never get what you asked for in this life.  It could be that Almighty
God, in His wisdom, may have not answered your prayer because
it was not in your best interest.  

The Prophet (PBUH) said, “Any Muslim who makes a supplica-
tion containing nothing which is sinful or which involves break-
ing ties of relationship will be given for it by Allah one of three
things: He will give him swift answer, or store it up for him in the
next world, or turn away from him an equivalent amount of evil”
(Tirmidhi). There are many beautiful supplications throughout
the Quran, including Al-Fatiha (chapter 1) and the last 2 verses of
chapter 2. For a comprehensive supplication that covers all our
aspirations, we should often repeat verse 201 in chapter 2: “Our
Lord! Grant us good in this world and good in the life to come
and keep us safe from the torment of the Fire!” Amen!

Stay ‘connected’ with supplication
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T h e  f o u n d a t i o n  a i m s  t o  s p e n d  4 . 2  b i l l i o n
dirhams ($1.1 billion) over the next 10 years back-
ing at least 15,000 scholarships initially for UAE
nationals, before being expanded to include Arab
expatriates living in the Gulf state and Arabs else-
where in the Arab world.

The scholarships would mostly  be for  high-
quality university education in a student’s coun-
tr y of  residence,  although for UAE nationals it

would be for private school education between
grades 6-12 as the government already supplies
its cit izens with generous scholarships for col-
lege, said Abdulaziz, who will chair the founda-
tion’s board of trustees. “People drop out of high
school because they don’t have the funding to go
from a small village to a big city where the best
universities are,” Abdulaziz told reporters. “This is
a waste for the Arab world where such brilliant
students don’t have access to proper college edu-
cation.” — Reuters

UAE businessman gives 3rd of assets...
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Many of those taking selfies were holding up hand-
written notes addressed to relations who were not able
to be there. “This message is for my relatives and son
because they are not allowed to enter Jerusalem,” said
Ibtisam Thaher, a mother from the West Bank city of
Ramallah. On a piece of paper she had written: “Al
Aqsa’s minarets are calling you and praying for you,
Amjad. “They wanted to have a presence at Al Aqsa dur-
ing Ramadan,” she said. “I hope that I achieved their

wish and that God considers that they prayed here.” 
Ameer Taha, from Jerusalem, held up a note for his

mother’s family, who he said were prevented from
coming to Jerusalem by Israeli security forces. “We take
these pictures because we really care about them and
want them to enter Al Aqsa (through the pictures),” he
said. Mahdi Al-Karaki, from Hebron in the West Bank,
said he just wanted to capture a piece of personal his-
tory. “I haven’t been to Al Aqsa for 20 years,” he said.
“I t ’s  a memor y from Al Aqsa that I  wil l  post on
Facebook.” — Reuters

Palestinians connect to holy shrine...

PAMPLONA: A Jandilla bull charges at a participant during the first “encierro” (bull-run) of the San Fermin Festival in Pamplona, northern Spain yesterday. The festival is a symbol of Spanish culture
that attracts thousands of tourists to watch the bull runs despite heavy condemnation from animal rights groups. — AFP 


