
BEIJING: School students prepare to leave after visiting the Museum of the War of the Chinese People’s Resistance Against
Japanese Aggression during ceremonies yesterday to open an exhibition marking the anniversary of the Marco Polo Bridge
Incident in 1937 near the bridge. — AFP  

I N T E R N AT I O N A L

KARACHI: As a boy, Asif Patel would take
apart toys and transistor radios, relying only
on his sense of touch to rebuild them, having
been robbed of his sight by a rare condition
that meant he was born without eyes. Now a
renowned mechanic with his own workshop
in Pakistan’s sprawling metropolis of Karachi,
Patel’s story is a rare tale of success in a coun-
try which offers few opportunities for the
blind. At a small workshop that employs sev-
en people in the city’s Lasbela area customers
come and go, leaving their cars in the trusted
hands of their old mechanic.

Patel, 44, makes his way over to an older
Toyota, pops open the bonnet and places his
hands inside, feeling the out-of-tune whirring
of the carburetor and carefully making adjust-
ments. “I used to play with those things and I
used to break them,” he tells AFP of his child-
hood. “Whenever my dad brought things I
would open them up, then try to fit it back
how I opened it, and I saw how it worked.”

Pakistan has nearly two million blind peo-
ple, according to the Fred Hollows
Foundation, with more than half afflicted due
to treatable conditions like cataracts.
Opportunities for the blind, like those with
other disabilities, are few and far between,
with many sight-impaired reduced to beg-

ging on the streets to make ends meet. They
often have to deal with social taboos sur-
rounding disability and have little by the way
of government facilities to aid them in public
spaces. Many are rejected by their own fami-
lies.

‘Gift from God’ 
Not so for Patel. “No, I was encouraged at

home,” he says. The key to his success, he
explains, is his keen sense of touch. “It is
important for us that we touch, and see how
it is, and what it is.” After dropping out of
school, he found a part-time job at age 15 at
an auto-workshop and was assigned the task
of dismantling a clutch plate. “I had to open
the clutch plate and they were a little shocked
because they thought my confidence
showed that I had worked somewhere else
too,” he said. The next part of his training
involved taking apart a gearbox. “I said ‘yes’
and lay under the car and saw that the clutch
plate we opened was put in with a flywheel
and the area behind it is the gear,” he said. “So
mentally I figured out the rounds of the gear
and its foundations and in barely 15 minutes,
I took it out and was done. When I opened
and put the gear out, I gained their trust and
they knew that this boy had some gift from

God and could do this work.”
He eventually bought his own car to train

himself further in the intricacies of auto
mechanics, and started his career swapping
out engines. And he is keen to distinguish
himself as a true “mechanic” and not merely a
fitter of parts, which he says any child can do.
“A mechanic’s work is to diagnose. Anyone
can become a fitter. The main thing is to diag-
nose if there is a problem and why it is there,”
he said.  “So it is a gift from Allah that I can
find out what the fault actually is.”

Happy Customers 
Fahad Younis, a 30-something client with

his own car import-export business, drops off
a Nissan Platz for repair. He says Patel’s cus-
tomers come for one reason only: the quality
of the work. “He fixes the problems whatever
they are,” he said. “We give him all our cars, big
and small.” It has not always been a smooth
ride. “Once I was experimenting with the
engine and petrol and was squirting it in. It
caught fire and I had to throw sand on it to
put it out,” Patel said. 

Another time a jack collapsed while he
was working under a car, dropping the vehi-
cle on him. “I didn’t worry too much about it,
just lifted it up, put in another jack and carried

on working,” he said.
While some might rue their luck at being

blind, Patel says he prefers to count his bless-
ings - and insists he doesn’t really think of
himself as disabled. “If I ever felt that I was

handicapped from something, I would not be
able to do what I am doing right now,” he said.
“If you do not have something from birth you
do not think it is missing. But if it is there and
taken from you, it hurts more.” —AFP 

Pak mechanic says blindness no roadblock to success

KARACHI: This photograph taken on Feb 27, 2015, shows Pakistani blind
mechanic Asif Patel working on a car engine at his workshop. — AFP

Dread and domination in 

Chinese memories of war
Relations with Japan remain tense

NEW DELHI: The embattled chief minister of
India’s Madhya Pradesh state yesterday asked
federal investigators to carry out an independ-
ent probe into a jobs scandal after a spate of
deaths which opponents have linked to the
scam. Nearly 2,000 people have been arrested
since 2013 over the so-called Vyapam scandal in
which thousands of people are alleged to have
paid bribes in return for jobs on the state payroll
or for places in educational institutes.

But opponents of the Madhaya Pradesh state
government, run by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), say the scan-
dal is even more wide ranging and goes right to
the top of the administration. The sudden death
of a television journalist at the weekend while
reporting on the scandal has fuelled allegations
of a mass conspiracy that have been widely
reported by Indian newspapers and broadcast-
ers.Some reports say dozens of people linked to
the scandal - whether as suspects in the inquiry
or else as witnesses or investigators - have died
in the last few years. While there is little evidence
to connect any of the deaths or to suggest foul
play, the main opposition Congress has accused
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chauhan of direct
involvement in the scandal from his time as state
education minister and demanded his resigna-
tion. Chauhan had previously tried to fend off
the accusations, saying that an ongoing inquiry

by state investigators would get to the bottom
of the allegations and there was no need for a
federal probe.

But he was forced into a u-turn on Tuesday
amid the growing media frenzy in the wake of
the death of the TV reporter Akshay Singh and
made a formal request for the Central Bureau of
Investigation -India’s top federal investigation
agency - to take up the case. “Honouring public
sentiments, I will request the High Court to order
a CBI probe. Democracy is run on public accept-
ability,” Chauhan told reporters at a press confer-
ence in the state capital Bhopal. 

The 38-year-old Singh suffered a fatal heart
attack on Saturday in Madhya Pradesh while
interviewing the family of one of the female
beneficiaries of the scam whose body was
found on a railway track earlier in the week.
While no one has so far been convicted in
India’s notoriously slow legal system, around
1,930 people have been arrested including a
former state minister, several top bureaucrats
and hundreds of students. The scandal was
exposed after police in 2013 arrested dozens of
people who had been paid to impersonate
applicants in tests. The paying of money for
government jobs is a widespread problem in
India while it is also common for candidates to
pay for fake qualifications or get someone to sit
tests on their behalf. —AFP 

India state seeks new scam 
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BEIJING: Almost eight decades since Yan Guiru was
gripped by terror as shells rained on her Beijing
neighbourhood in the opening salvos of war
between China and Japan, she recalls with horror a
conflict Communist leaders still use to legitimise
their rule. It was the night of July 7, 1937 when a
barrage of unrelenting gun and cannon-fire erupt-
ed. Then a recently married 17-year-old, Yan lived
about 100 m from the Marco Polo bridge, an
ancient 11-span arch in Beijing’s western suburbs
mentioned in the Venetian traveller’s stories.

“The guns started suddenly. Somebody shouted
‘The Japanese are coming!’, and then we rushed
into the house, shut the door and hid under the
beds,” said Yan, now 95. “I was so scared. Everyone
was. I don’t know how long the shelling lasted,” she
added. The skirmish - whose exact cause remains
murky - served as pretext for Tokyo’s forces to seize
Beijing, triggering eight years of full-scale war,
which China says saw more than 20 million of its
citizens die.

China’s Communist leaders use historical victim-
hood as a key element of their claim to a right to
power and commemorations near the bridge yes-
terday highlighted the anniversary. In front of giant
red banners, Liu Yunshan - a member of the ruling
party’s politburo standing committee, its most
powerful body - addressed hundreds of military
personnel, veterans and schoolchildren. Beijing
regularly accuses Tokyo of failing to fully acknowl-
edge wartime atrocities, and relations between the
Asian powers have plunged in recent years as it
aggressively asserts its claims to disputed islands in
the East China Sea.

When the gunfire stopped Yan’s petrified family
- she lived with her husband, his parents and sisters
- emerged from under their beds but were too

scared to go outside for days. Japanese troops-who
had been allowed in China under terms set after
foreign forces put down the 1900 Boxer Rebellion -
appeared to be patrolling the area as occupiers,
she said. Eventually soldiers broke down the door,
and Yan and her sisters-in-law hid behind their hus-
bands, fearing they could be dragged away and
raped. “Thankfully, they did not take us,” Yan said.
“But they stole our pig, a chicken and everything
they could find to eat.”

‘History of Humiliation’ 
Yesterday’s ceremonies fit into months of com-

memorations for the 70th anniversary of the end of
the Chinese People’s War of Resistance against
Japanese Aggression and the World Anti-Fascist
War, as Beijing calls the global conflict. They will
culminate in September with a huge military
parade in Beijing. China’s official news agency
Xinhua said Monday that in the run-up to the
march the country’s “silver screens and theatre
stages will be dominated by a wave of war stories
about Japan’s invasion of China”.

No fewer than 183 stage performances will be
mounted, it said, with 10 new films, 12 TV series, 20
documentaries and three cartoon series aired
nationwide, and more than 100 books and 20 elec-
tronic publications released. The drive was intend-
ed to “illustrate the Chinese people’s bitter journey
towards victory” and “highlight the anchoring role”
the Communist Party played in the war, it quoted
Tian Jin, the deputy head of China’s media regula-
tor, as saying.

For decades, the ruling party has played down
the role of the larger Nationalist forces - which they
defeated at the end of China’s civil war in 1949 - in
the conflict with Japan. Instead the Communist

Party stresses that under its leadership, China final-
ly overcame more than a century of humiliation by
outside powers dating back to the Opium Wars of
the 19th century. It uses the “history of humiliation”
to achieve “unity and popular connection with the
public”, said Kerry Brown, professor of Chinese poli-
tics at the University of Sydney.

It was particularly important for Chinese
President Xi Jinping, Brown said, with his “Chinese
Dream” concept based around “the country being
poised to retake its great power status and be
respected and admired globally”. “History as a polit-
ical tool rather than an academic discourse is
something that he cannot, and as a politician will
not, ignore,” he said. “So we have to expect more of
this.”

‘Down with the Little Japanese’ 
It is a deep-seated narrative among ordinary

Chinese. Yan still occupies the same traditional
one-storey courtyard house where she lived in
1937 and neighbours greet her respectfully as she
edges forward with tiny steps on minute feet - she
is one of only a few women still alive to have had
her feet bound, an agonising Chinese custom that
saw young girls’ feet tightly wrapped to prevent
them growing. “Tell them ‘Down with the little
Japanese!’” one of her neighbours shouted as she
talked to AFP.

The slogan was chanted by many taking part in
anti-Japanese protests that Chinese authorities
allowed to take place in 2012 after Tokyo formally
nationalised tiny islets known as the Diaoyus in
China and the Senkakus in Japan. “I don’t think
Japan has admitted its crimes even today,” Yan said.
“And I don’t think Japan will ever be a good friend
of China.” — AFP 

NEW DELHI: Indian officials gather around a Turkish Airlines aircraft as it sits on
the tarmac at Indira Gandhi International Airport yesterday. — AFP 

KABUL: Two suicide attacks in Kabul yesterday
targeting first NATO then the Afghan spy agency
left one person dead and five wounded, officials
said, as the Taleban step up their annual summer
offensive. In the first incident, a Taleban suicide
car bomber targeting a NATO vehicle rocked the
southeast of the city, wounding three people
including one described by the police as a “for-
eigner”. An hour later three Taleban attackers
tried to storm a branch office of the National
Directorate of Security (NDS), Afghanistan’s main
intelligence agency.

One militant on a motorcycle blew himself up,
killing a guard, before other guards killed his two
colleagues.  It is the third time in three weeks that
the Afghan capital has come under significant
attack, and a week ago another NATO convoy
was hit by a suicide bomber on the road to the
airport. NATO ended its combat mission in the
war-torn country in December, maintaining a
smaller residual force for training but leaving
Afghan troops and police to face their first “fight-
ing season” battling the Taliban on their own.

The Taleban claimed the attacks in messages
on their Twitter account. In the wake of the car

bomb the street was strewn with rubble and bro-
ken glass after the blast, which left a white SUV
badly damaged and on fire. Kabul police
spokesman Ebadullah Karimi said two of the
three wounded in the first attack were civilians
who suffered minor injuries and described the
third as a “foreigner”, but there was no confirma-
tion of identity or nationality. “We can confirm an
attack on coalition forces occurred in Kabul at
approximately 11:30am,” a spokesperson for the
coalition told AFP adding that no foreign forces
were killed in the attack.

The second attack, on the spy agency,
occurred in the same area of the city. “One attack-
er on a motorcycle detonated his explosives at
the gate of an NDS office, killing a guard and
wounding two,” said Abdul Rahman Rahimi Kabul
police chief. “The other two attackers who tried
to enter the building were killed by other guards.”
The toll was confirmed by the NDS in a state-
ment.

Summer Offensive 
Yesterday’s violence comes a week after a

Taleban suicide car bomber targeted a NATO

military convoy on the main road to Kabul air-
port, killing at least two Afghan civilians and
wounding around 17. A week before that, insur-
gents launched a brazen attack on the Afghan
parliament. Police and soldiers beat back the
attack with only two civilians killed. But the inci-
dent highlighted the Taleban’s continuing abili-
ty to strike even at the heart of the heavily-
secured capital. NATO’s combat mission formally
ended in December after 13 years, but a small
follow-up foreign force named Resolute
Support has stayed on to train and support local
security forces. Stretched on multiple fronts and
facing record casualties, Afghan forces are
struggling to rein in the militants even as the
government makes repeated efforts to jump-
start peace negotiations. The Taliban’s annual
summer offensive, which began in late April, has
sent civilian and military casualties soaring and
threatened major cities for the first time in a
decade. A fierce battle has been going on in the
northern province of Kunduz, where last month
Taleban fighters threatened to overrun their first
provincial capital since being toppled from
power in 2001. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: A Turkish Airlines flight from
Bangkok to Istanbul made an emergency land-
ing in India yesterday after a bomb threat was
scrawled in lipstick on a bathroom mirror, offi-
cials said. All 148 passengers and crew were
immediately evacuated after the plane landed
safely in an isolated area at New Delhi’s Indira
Gandhi International Airport following the third
bomb scare to hit the airline this year. “Crew saw
message on bathroom mirror that bomb in car-
go hold... Plane will be inspected for explosives,”
the airport’s chief spokesman Saptarshi Sanyal
told AFP by text message.

Mahesh Sharma, junior minister of civil avia-
tion, said that bomb disposal squads and
national security teams had not found any
bomb after scouring the main cabin. “Inside of
the cabin has shown that there is no explosive
there. Now we are screening the luggage por-
tion,” Sharma told the NDTV news network,

adding that passengers were now being ques-
tioned about the message. The plane was being
examined in an isolated bay at the airport after
the crew informed the pilot of a note on the mir-
ror of the plane’s washroom reportedly scribbled
with lipstick. Sharma said that the plane was fly-
ing over the central Indian city of Nagpur when
the pilot requested air traffic control for an
emergency landing and diverted its course to
Delhi. It is the third such bomb threat to affect
Turkish Airlines this year alone. In April, a Turkish
Airlines passenger plane flying from Istanbul to
Basel turned back over Bulgarian air space after
the discovery of a written note warning of a
bomb on board, which turned out to be false. A
month before that, another one of its flights fly-
ing from Istanbul to Brazil made a similar emer-
gency landing in Morocco after the crew found a
written note in one of the plane’s toilets warning
of a bomb.— AFP 

Turkish plane diverts to 

Delhi over mirror ‘threat’ 

KABUL: Smoke and flames rise from burning vehicles at the site of a bomb blast
that targeted NATO forces yesterday. —AFP 

Taleban launch attacks on NATO, spy agency


