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SARAJEVO: It ’s been 20 years since
Fatima, Rejha and Sabaheta lost their
sons and husbands in the Srebrenica
massacre - but the grief is still as raw as if
they disappeared yesterday. The night-
mare began on July 11, 1995, the day
Bosnian Serb forces overran the eastern
Muslim enclave of Srebrenica, a UN-pro-
tected zone at the time. “The shells were
falling everywhere. There were wounded
and dead people in the street. A lot of
people, women, children, were fleeing,”
recalled Fatima Aljic, 66, who now lives
in Sarajevo. “Men and boys decided to
go to the forest. We split with them.”

Her husband and two of their sons
joined some 15,000 Muslim men and
boys who began a 100-km march to
reach territory controlled by Muslim
forces. Thousands of them never made
it.  “We didn’t say anything at the
moment of separation. There was a lot of
confusion. Unable to say a single word, I
just hugged our youngest son,” she said.
Fatima and her mother fled to the UN
base in Potocari outside Srebrenica,
where some 26,000 people - mostly
women and children, but also hundreds
of men - sought refuge.

Twenty years later, the huge space is
home to a memorial centre commemo-
rating the massacre, in which Bosnian
Serb forces killed some 8,000 Muslim
men and boys over the course of several
bloody days in July 1995. The worst
atrocity in Europe since World War II, the
mass killing has been ruled a genocide
by two international courts. More than
6,200 identified victims have been
buried at the memorial centre.

Fatima’s youngest son Dzemal - just

17 at the time of the massacre - will be
among 136 more laid to rest there on
Saturday, the 20th anniversary of the
start of the killing. His remains were
exhumed from one of 93 mass graves
uncovered to date around Srebrenica. “I
saw him. There was a pelvis, a foot, an
arm, a leg. It’s awful,” she said, struggling
to hold back tears. Dzemal’s remains will
join those of Fatima’s husband and their
second son Seval - aged 21 at his death
- who have already been reburied at the
memorial after their bodies were found
in a mass grave in 1996. Her oldest son
Sabahudin was 22 when he went miss-
ing in 1992 from their village of Dobrak
at the start of the three-and-a-half-year
civil war. He was never found.

‘They Never Leave My Mind’ 
Rejha Ademovic spends long days

staring at a photo on the wall of her joy-
ful two boys, taken three months before
the massacre. Nezir was 22; Muamer
was 15. Together with their father, they
had joined the march to Muslim-held
territory. “I thought that the youngest
would survive because he was a minor.
But it was his body that was found first,”
65-year-old Rejha told AFP at her home
in Sarajevo. Nezir ’s body was never
recovered. Muamer’s, found in a mass
grave in 2006, has been laid to rest at
the memorial; on Saturday Rejha will
bury her husband Hakija there too.

“ They never leave my mind,” she
said. “Sometimes I  do not sleep all
night. They were really good boys - I
particularly regret that they left so
young.” Youth did not save Sabaheta
Fezic’s son Rijad, either. The 16-year-old

went with his mother to seek refuge at
the UN base at Potocari - only to be
dragged away by Serb soldiers. The
scene still haunts Sabaheta every day.

“They told my son to go to the right, but
we stayed together. Than they yelled
and pulled him by the arm. I couldn’t do
anything; there were just too many of

them. Rijad started crying and just said:
‘Mum, please go’.” Her husband, who
had joined the march into the forest, is
still missing. — AFP 

20 years of search and solitude for Srebrenica mothers

COLUMBIA: South Carolina Sen John Scott and Sen Joel Lourie hugs after the Senate passed a bill that calls for the removal of the Confederate
flag from the Statehouse grounds on Monday. — AP  

THE HAGUE: Genocide,  the key
charge arising from the Srebrenica
massacre two decades ago, is  the
gravest crime in international humani-
tarian law, yet it is also the most diffi-
cult to prove. Derived from the Greek
word “genos”, for race or tribe, and the
suffix “cide” from the Latin for “to kill”,
genocide is defined by the United
Nations as an “act committed with
intent to destroy in whole or in part, a
national, ethnic, racial or religious
group.”

The word was coined in 1944 by
Raphael Lemkin, a Polish Jew who
took refuge in the United States, to
describe crimes committed by Nazi
Germany during the Holocaust. It was
used for the first time within a legal
framework by an international military
tribunal at Nuremberg to try Nazi
leaders for their crimes after the end
of World War II in 1945. Those accused
were however convicted of crimes
against humanity. Genocide has been
recognised within international law
since 1948, with the advent of the UN
Convention, and lists murder among a

series of crimes.
In August 2001, the International

Criminal  Tr ibunal  for  the former
Yugoslavia ( IC T Y ) convicted ex-
Bosnian Serb commander Radislav
Krstic on genocide charges for the first
t ime in Europe for  his  role at
Srebrenica. Almost 8,000 Muslim men
and boys were killed by Bosnian Serb
forces at the eastern enclave in July
1995 during the Bosnian war in a mas-
sacre that was also recognised as
genocide by the UN’s highest
International Court of Justice in 2007.

The ICTY has handed down 14 con-
victions for genocide and other crimes
committed at Srebrenica, according to
the tribunal’s website. Currently on tri-
al are Bosnian Serb leaders Radovan
Karadzic and his military counterpart
Ratko Mladic, both facing charges
including genocide for their roles in
the Srebrenica massacre.

Armenia claims the World War One
massacre of hundreds of thousands of
Armenians by Ottoman security forces
was genocide, and that an estimated
1.5 million were killed. Turkey rejects

the claims and says up to 500,000
Armenians died in fighting and of
starvation after Armenians sided with
invading Russian troops. In 1994, the
Rwandan genocide in which the UN
said some 800,000 Tutsis and moder-
ate Hutus were murdered, led to the
creation of the International Criminal
Tribunal for Rwanda, based in Arusha,
Tanzania. I t has been handing out
convictions since 1998 for the crime of
genocide and complicity.

Two former leaders of Cambodia’s
Khmer Rouge regime from 1975-79
were handed life sentences in Phnom
Penh for crimes against humanity last
August,  and their  genocide tr ial
before a UN-sponsored tribunal con-
tinues. Sudanese President Omar Al-
Bashir is wanted by the International
Criminal Court (ICC) on an arrest war-
rant for genocide related to crimes
committed against Darfur’s civilian
population. Since its inception in
2002, The Hague-based ICC is the only
permanent independent international
court able to try the perpetrators of
genocide on all continents.—AFP 

Genocide: Gravest and 
hardest crime to prove

WASHINGTON: US President Barack
Obama pledged to increase US support
for the moderate opposition in Syria’s
civil war on Monday and said the United
States needed to do more at home to
prevent attacks and combat Islamic State
efforts to recruit followers. Obama,
speaking during a visit to the Pentagon,
noted the difficulty of preventing small-
scale attacks by “lone wolves” within the
US homeland despite success at prevent-
ing large attacks since the Sept 11, 2001
assaults on New York and Washington.
“We’re going to have to pick up our
game to prevent these attacks,” he said.

Obama said there were no current
plans to send additional US troops over-
seas and repeated that the fight against
the militant group also known as ISIL
would not be quick. He said US training
of Iraqi forces had been ramped up after
being too slow. The US military has
lamented that Iraq had not provided
enough recruits to meet US training tar-
gets. It has also acknowledged that
recruiting and training Syrians to fight
Islamic State was moving more slowly
than expected, partly because of prob-
lems with vetting volunteers. 

“We continue to accelerate the deliv-
ery of critical equipment, including anti-
tank weapons, to Iraqi security forces,”

Obama said. “And I have made it clear to
my team that we will do more to train
and equip the moderate opposition in
Syria.” Obama did not give details on
what more the United States would do in
that regard. Republicans criticized the
president for not having a successful
strategy. “His rhetoric doesn’t match real-
ity. Over the last year, ISIS has expanded
its reach exponentially - and the group’s
influence continues to grow,” said
Senator Tom Cotton, an Obama critic.
“We’re not going to defeat a radical
jihadist army with more bureaucrats in
DC and no funding for our military on
the front lines.”

Obama said more needed to be
done to prevent Islamic State from
gaining recruits  within the United
States. US efforts to counter extremism
must not single out Muslim Americans
or any faith group, but the militant
group was targeting its recruitment
efforts at that community, Obama said.
“We also have to acknowledge that ISIL
has been particularly effective at reach-
ing out to and recruiting vulnerable
people around the world, including
here in the United States,” he said.
Obama’s remarks came after US July 4
Independence Day festivities passed
without a major attack. — Reuters South Carolina bill to remove 

Confederate flag advances
Some want to keep symbol of slavery flying

CHARLESTON: South Carolina lawmakers took a
step on Monday toward removing the
Confederate battle flag that flies at the state
house in Columbia, long denounced as a symbol
of slavery by critics. A bill to banish the flag from
a Civil War memorial on the capitol grounds to a
museum passed a crucial second reading in the
state Senate by an overwhelming vote of 37-3
after an emotional debate. It faced a final reading
yesterday before it is taken up by the lower
House of Representatives.

Numerous elected officials, including
Republican Governor Nikki Haley, called for the
flag’s removal after the June 17 killings of nine
African-American churchgoers during Bible study
at Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal church
in Charleston. Photos of the white man charged
in the shootings showed him posing with the
flag on a website that also carried a racist mani-
festo.

Among the victims was the church’s pastor,
Reverend Clementa Pinckney, who was also a
state senator, and his senate desk was draped in
black for Monday’s debate. The flag’s defenders
argue it is part of South Carolina’s heritage, repre-
senting those who fought and died for the
rebelling southern states in the Civil War. They
also worry that bringing down the flag, which
has flown for more than 50 years at the capitol,

could lead to calls for removing symbols from
other monuments and changing street and place
names honoring Confederate leaders.

The legislation appears to have a good chance
of success and could be approved as early as
tomorrow. Haley has said she will have the flag
removed immediately if the law is passed. A
recent poll by Charleston’s Post and Courier
newspaper showed it enjoys the support of a
two-thirds majority in both houses as required
under state law. Several Senators on Monday
spoke of being moved and inspired by the
Christian forgiveness displayed by relatives of the
Emanuel 9 for the shooter, adding that removal
of the flag was the proper way to honor them. “If
they could be peacemakers in those dire circum-
stances ... I determined I can be a peacemaker
when it comes to a flag flying on our State House
grounds,” said Senator Chip Campsen, a
Republican who represents Charleston.

Healing a Divide?
At least three senators spoke in favor of keep-

ing the flag flying. “I do understand that what
happened in Charleston got a lot of people’s
attention,” said Republican Senator Lee Bright,
who is white. “But I believe we’re placing the
blame of what one deranged lunatic did on peo-
ple that hold their southern heritage high and I

don’t think that ’s fair.” Democrat Vincent
Sheheen, who is white and introduced the bill,
noted that he was mocked by politicians a year
ago when he introduced similar legislation. He
said the Charleston murders were a reminder
that a racist cultural divide still existed in the
state. Removing the flag was “one small thing
that we can do” to heal that divide, he said.

While some white people might have emo-
tional ties to the Confederate flag, Senator Darrell
Jackson, a black Democrat, reminded legislators
that the descendants of slaves look at it different-
ly. “When I see a Confederate soldier, I don’t get
goosebumps and get all warm and fuzzy,” he
said. “All I’m saying is you can’t force all of us to
have the passion that some of you have about
certain things.”

The Confederate flag was raised atop the
State House dome in 1961 as part of centennial
commemorations of the Civil War. Critics said its
placement was a sign of opposition by politicians
to the black civil rights movement at the time. In
2000, after the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People announced an
economic boycott of South Carolina and protest-
ers marched on the state capital, lawmakers
agreed to a compromise, moving the flag to a
monument to Confederate war dead on the capi-
tol grounds. — Reuters 

Obama says US to increase 
support for Syria opposition 

WASHINGTON: US President Barack Obama speaks alongside Secretary of Defense
Ashton Carter (left) following a meeting with top military officials about the military
campaign against the Islamic State at the Pentagon on Monday. — AFP 

MALIBU, California: It may be called “Billionaires’
Beach,” but the pristine views along one of Malibu’s
most exclusive coastlines are now easily accessible to
anyone. After a decade-long legal fight that pitted
public access advocates against a wealthy home-
owner who refused to build a path, the California
Coastal Commission is officially opening a third
accessway along the 1.5-mile Carbon Beach. “It’s an
amazing stretch of coast that should be open to
everyone,” said Charles Lester, the commission’s exec-
utive director.

Carbon Beach is renowned for its majestic shore-
line and high net-worth celebrities and homeowners.
Heavy-hitters include Larry Ellison, former chief exec-
utive of Oracle Corp.; Hard Rock Caf√© co-founder
Peter Morton; and entertainment mogul David
Geffen. Geffen spent years fighting against public

access before opening up a path promised in 1983 in
exchange for a remodeling permit. At the time, it was
one of about 1,300 promised walkways, though
many were never opened.

State law guarantees the public beach access up
to the mean high tide line. But in areas like Malibu,
many affluent and influential residents have taken
extensive measures to keep beachgoers out of their
sandy backyards. The lengthy legal quarrel over
Carbon Beach access dates back to the 1980s. The
state’s Coastal Commission issued Lisette and
Norman Ackerberg building permits in exchange for
providing a public accessway beside their house.

The Ackerbergs put up various impediments,
including a 9-foot-high wall, large boulders, and a
tennis court to resist building an easement. In 2009,
Lisette Ackerberg, whose husband died in 2004, filed

a lawsuit against the Coastal Commission to overturn
its order opening a public pathway. California’s 2nd
District Court of Appeals ruled in favor of the agency.
In 2013, the commission approved a settlement
requiring Ackerberg to pay $1.1 million in fines.
Some of the money will  go to the Mountains
Recreation and Conservation Authority to operate
and maintain the pathway and reimburse the
Attorney General’s office for legal fees.

Ackerberg said she and her husband considered
themselves advocates for both the environment and
people with disabilities. She has offered to build a
wheelchair-accessible path to address the lack of
accommodation for the disabled. “If this battle brings
ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) access to other
accessways, that is progress and a worthy endeavor,”
Ackerberg wrote in an email.—AP 

Public path to ‘Billionaires’ Beach’ open

MALIBU, California: In this July 27, 2002 file photo, beachgoers walk past
Hollywood mogul David Geffenís home on Carbon Beach. — AP 


