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CALAIS/LONDON: Like many migrants
drawn to the French port of Calais, Ali, a
22-year-old Iraqi, is convinced his life
will be better if he can make it across
the 30 km stretch of sea separating him
from Britain. “I know people in London,
they can help me and it will be a new
life,” Ali said, speaking on the outskirts
of a Calais migrant slum. “It cannot be
worse than in France.” Dislocated by war,
political turmoil and poverty, 3,000
migrants like Ali are living in makeshift
camps in and around Calais, hoping to
find a way to the other side.

If they make it, they expect to find
illicit employment in Britain’s booming
shadow economy or to claim asylum in
a system often seen as more generous
than the French equivalent. Such beliefs
are encouraged by the networks of traf-
fickers who squeeze money out of
migrants at every stage of their journey
from the war zones of the Middle East
and from Africa. But for the few who
make the crossing, that expectation
may be wide of the mark.

“All  the belief that the roads of
London, the roads of Britain are paved
with gold - this is not the situation,” said
Habib Rahman, Chief Executive of the
Joint Council  for the Welfare of
Immigrants,  a British organisation.
“What we know of the people here is
that they are really struggling.” Calais,

which has sea and rail links to Britain,
has been a migration bottleneck for cen-
turies, but tension has risen in recent
weeks due to a French ferry workers’
strike which has blocked traffic around
the port.

Television images of migrants lining
roads and scrambling to jump into mov-
ing vehicles have provoked public and
political anger, providing a stark illustra-
tion of a growing Europe-wide immigra-
tion crisis. British Prime Minister David
Cameron said the scenes were “totally
unacceptable” and ministers from both
France and Britain have pledged to
increase security around the port to pro-
tect the economically important flows of
goods and tourists across the channel.
Britain has sent a two mile long 9 foot
(2.75 m) high fence, last used to secure
the 2012 London Olympics, to help keep
migrants away from the entrance to the
rail tunnel linking the countries.

‘Why England?’
For many of those in Calais, the risks,

which include suffocation in the backs of
trucks, falling from moving vehicles and
violence in migrant camps, are worth
taking for a chance of entering the
British system. “I ended up here when I
left my country where I risked my life. I
fled. I do not know where to go, but not
here,” said 25 year-old Aman, an Eritrean

interviewed by Reuters near Calais.
“Why in England? I was told that it was
better.”

Britain’s economy overtook France to
become the second largest in the
European Union last year, according the
International Monetary Fund, and Britain
is forecast to grow twice as fast as France
this year. With support groups denounc-
ing the living conditions of migrants in
Calais as inhuman, the French govern-
ment has opened a reception centre just
outside Calais with showers, toilets,
washing facilities and electricity.

But the outspoken mayor of Calais,
Natacha Bouchart, said earlier this year
that Britain offered the most generous
conditions for migrants in Europe.
Christian Salome, president of L’Auberge
des Migrants, a French group that helps
migrants, said the reasons were more
deep-seated than access to govern-
ment money. “In England, when they
file an application for asylum, they have
shelter, they exist, they are recognised,”
he said. “In France, they submit an
application and they go back to a slum.”

Salome said many eschewed France
and other European countries they had
travelled through for a life in Britain
because they could speak English, or
had family members already living
there. However, the thrust of political
efforts to deter migrants has focused

on tightening security and reducing the
financial ‘pull factors’. Britain and France
on Thursday pledged “joint information
campaigns to inform migrants of the
reality of Great Britain’s asylum and
benefits systems”.

Poverty Line
In France, asylum-seekers receive

basic and emergency medical care and
their  children must attend school.
Asylum-seekers not in a state centre
receive €11.35 ($12.61) per day, while
those in shelters receive from Ä91 to
€718 a month depending on criteria
such as the size of their  family.  In
Britain, asylum seekers are not entitled
to work or claim payments from the
mainstream welfare system but are able
to use public ser vices such as the
National Health Service. A single adult
is entitled to a special asylum seeker
payment of £36.95 ($57.66) per week
and for those who arrive without mon-
ey or accommodation, the state pro-
vides housing.

“As they are barred from working,
asylum seekers are forced to live in
poverty and they have no choice but to
rely on the government to provide
them with somewhere safe to sleep at
night,” said Dr Lisa Doyle,  Head of
Advocacy at the London-based Refugee
Council. British statistics show more

than 9,000 people were granted asylum
in the year to March 2015, while over
25,000 applications were received. If
given asylum status, they have the
same access to benefits as a British citi-
zen. Those who choose to work illegally
rather than claim asylum are not enti-
tled to any welfare cash, and immigra-
tion laws due to be passed in the next
year will introduce powers to confiscate
their wages, if caught. “Since 2010 we
have made it systematically harder for
people to i l legally enter,  work and
remain in the UK,” Cameron’s spokes-
woman said. She said the new offence
of ‘illegal working’ would make it clear
to migrants who have no right to be in
Britain that working illegally in the UK is
a crime, with consequences for their
earnings.

But for Ali, interviewed outside the
recently opened but already oversub-
scribed Jules Ferry migrant day centre in
Calais, nothing the British government
is doing has deterred him, or stopped
his friends advising him to make the
crossing. “We phone each other, they
are not treated as we are here in France,
where we are like animals. I just want to
be a human being,” said Ali, who was
unemployed and without professional
qualifications in his native Iraq. “Some
have managed to pass the frontier, so I
am also trying.” —Reuters

Dream of better life in UK fuels Calais migrant chaos

LONDON: British Prime Minister David Cameron (right) and London Mayor Boris Johnson take part in a wreath laying ceremony in Hyde Park
yesterday in memory of the 52 victims of the 7/7 London attacks. — AFP 

UK marks 7/7 bombings

under shadow of Tunisia
Cameron warns terrorism threat persists

LONDON: Britain yesterday commemorated the
10th anniversary of the London suicide bomb-
ings that claimed 52 lives, starting with a wreath-
laying ceremony at the Hyde Park memorial in
honour of the victims. Prime Minister David
Cameron laid a floral tribute in the park at 8:50
am (0750 GMT), the time the first of four bombs
was detonated on the city’s transport system on
July 7,  2005 by homegrown j ihadists.  The
anniversary comes less than a fortnight after an
attack in Tunisia highlighted the ongoing Islamist
threat.

Thirty Britons were among 38 people killed
when a gunman went on the rampage at a popu-
lar Tunisian beach resort on June 26, Britain’s
worst terror incident since the transport bomb-
ings in 2005. “Ten years on from the 7/7 London
attacks, the threat from terrorism continues to be
as real as it is deadly,” Prime Minister David
Cameron said.  “ The murder of  30 innocent
Britons whilst holidaying in Tunisia is a brutal
reminder of that fact. But we will never be cowed
by terrorism.”

In a social media tribute that quickly trended
on Twitter, commuters posted pictures of them-
selves walk ing to work as par t  of  the
#WalkTogether campaign to honour the victims
of 7/7. The first three bombs exploded on London
Underground trains at Aldgate, Edgware Road
and Russell Square stations. An hour later, a
fourth suicide bomber blew himself up on a dou-
ble-decker bus in Tavistock Square near Russell
Square, killing and injuring some of those who
had been evacuated from the Underground.

In the past decade, successive governments
have strengthened security powers and
improved the way the emergenc y ser vices
respond to attacks. But they are still struggling to
address the problem of radicalisation exposed by
the bombings, which were carried out not by for-
eign fighters but by four young men who were
inspired by Al-Qaeda. Hundreds of British young
people are now flocking to join the Islamic State
group in Syria and Iraq, raising fears that they
might return to attack their homeland.

‘Body Parts all over the Place’ 
Relatives and survivors were to gather at the

Hyde Park memorial later in the day to lay flowers
and there wil l  also be a ser vice at St  Paul ’s

Cathedral. A nationwide minute’s silence was
held at 1030 GMT, the second such gesture in
four days after Britain fell silent on Friday for
those killed in Tunisia. For many of those directly
affected by the London bombings, the anniver-
sary has brought back painful memories. David
Boyce was a 25-year-old supervisor at Russell
Square station and one of the first to witness the
carnage. “There were body parts all over the
place and dead bodies lying all over the train,” he
told AFP in an interview. 

Many lives were saved by people such as
Boyce, but the general emergency response was
fractured, hampered by poor communications
inside the tunnels and between controllers. This
has been overhauled, as has the government’s
counter-terrorism strategy, with new measures

introduced to clamp down on radical preachers
and give police and security services tougher
powers to question and track suspects.

Despite the new measures, intelligence chief
Andrew Parker yesterday warned that the risk
remained high. “Appalling acts are attempted by
individuals who have grown up here but decided
for whatever twisted reasons to identify their
own country as the enemy,” said the MI5 director
general. “The continuing fact that some people,
born in the UK, with all the opportunities and
freedoms that modern Britain offers,  can
nonetheless make those sorts of warped choices
presents a serious societal and security chal-
lenge”. The national terror threat remains severe,
the second highest of five levels meaning an
attack is highly likely.— AFP 

KANO, Nigeria: At least 25 people were killed
when a bomb blast ripped through a packed
government office in Zaria, northern Nigeria,
on Tuesday, in a suspected suicide attack like-
ly to be blamed on Boko Haram. The explo-
sion occurred at about 9:00 am (0800 GMT),
as primary school teachers and public sector
workers were queueing for identity checks,
according to witnesses. “I am sad to confirm
that an IED (improvised explosive device)
most likely carried by a suicide bomber
exploded in the Sabon Gari LG (local govern-
ment district) and killed 25 people, including
a two-year-old,” Kaduna state governor Nasir
El-Rufai said.

El-Rufai added in the statement posted on
his Facebook account that 32 others were
injured and were being treated in hospital.
Zaria, a mainly Muslim city some 75 km north
of the state capital Kaduna city, is near the
border with Katsina and Kano states. On
Monday night, a young girl believed to be
aged just 13 was killed when explosives
strapped to her body detonated near a major
mosque in Kano city. That bombing followed
a twin attack on a mosque and restaurant in
the central city of Jos on Sunday, which left
44 people dead, and a suicide bomb attack
on a church in Potiskum that killed five.

Huge Explosion 
Boko Haram has increased the intensity

and frequency of its attacks on civilians since
President Muhammadu Buhari came to pow-
er on May 29 vowing to crush the rebels. But
he been unable to stem the bloodshed from
guerrilla-style attacks on “soft” targets. With
the latest blast, nearly 550 people have been
killed since Buhari’s inauguration, according
to AFP reporting. Local government worker
Mahmud Abbas said public sector staff and
primary school teachers were undergoing
screening to identify potential ghost workers
on the state payroll.

Another staff member who was waiting
outside, Mohammed Abubakar, said: “We
were taking turns going into the hall in batch-
es for the screening and also to get our pay
cheques. “The first batch had gone in. There

were almost 100 people there, including the
staff, the screening committee and account-
ants from the banks. “ There was a huge
explosion inside the hall followed by billows
of smoke and dust. Now the area has been
cordoned off by security men. “I can’t give
you an exact toll but I believe that dozens
must have died given the number of people
inside and the sound of the explosion.”

El-Rufai, from Buhari’s All Progressives
Congress (APC) party, said people in Zaria
should be vigilant and avoid crowded places
such as mosques, churches and bus stations
in the next few weeks. “We call on our people
to report any suspicious persons and move-
ments to law enforcement agents, traditional
rulers and religious leaders,” he added in a
post on Twitter. His warning followed a coun-
try-wide order from the federal police chief,
Solomon Arase, to state commanders to
increase security at all places of worship.

“Adequate security has also been ordered
for venues where Muslims break (the
Ramadan) fast in the evenings,” he said in a
statement late on Monday. Arase also said
street hawking and trading on roads in the
capital Abuja had been banned, while unau-
thorised taxis and buses were not allowed to
park in the centre of the city. 

Previous Attacks 
Zaria has not been known as a stronghold

of Boko Haram, which has been fighting for
six years to create a hardline Islamic state in
northeast Nigeria, but it has been attacked
before. In March last year, a prominent Salafist
cleric who had criticised the group was shot
dead with his wife and son as he drove home
from teaching a theology class. An Islamic
boarding school that he ran was previously
hit by a bomb blast and gunfire in Sept 2012.

Zaria was also where a French engineer
managed to flee his captors in November
2013 after being held for nine months by the
Boko Haram offshoot Ansaru. In June 2012,
bomb blasts ripped through two churches in
Zaria, killing several worshippers and injuring
many others. Boko Haram claimed the
attacks.— 

25 dead in attack in

northern Nigeria

PARIS: A French cour t yesterday jai led a
woman for three years for conning thousands
of Chileans into buying a kit to make “magic
cheese” they could sell back to French cosmet-
ics firms for use in luxury beauty products.
Gilberte Van Erpe, 74, was given a six-year
prison sentence - three years suspended - and a
€250,000 ($270,000) fine for her scam in which
she told victims the product they could make at
home was a prized ingredient used in creams
favoured by celebrit ies such as Michael
Jackson.

But the goop was worthless and the scam
became one of the biggest pyramid schemes
ever seen in South America. The “case of the
magic cheese”, as it is known in France, began
in 2005 when the businesswoman dubbed
“Madame Gil” held conferences around Chile
urging people to become home producers of
the fermented product. Her company, Fermex
Chile, had some 20 branches around Chile.

For €369, investors could buy a kit contain-
ing filters and a special powder which when
mixed with milk and fermented, produced a
small cheese pat they were told was highly
sought after by the cosmetics industry. Fermex

promised that companies like French cosmetics
giant L’Oreal would snap up the cheese for use
in whitening creams and other products. That
is, after they were sold to a company in Congo-
Brazzaville which would sell them on to France.

Victims were told they could double their
initial investment in four months. To entice the
first victims, the kits were given away for free,
and people were paid for their first batches of
exported “magic cheese”, convincing them to
reinvest their earnings. The success of the busi-
ness initiative spread rapidly and a Chilean
investigation showed some 5,500 people were
ensnared. Many families mortgaged their hous-
es or became heavily indebted to invest in the
pyramid scheme, which raked in Ä14.5 million
for the alleged scammers. Like most pyramid
schemes the scam relied on rapid growth, with
initial investors telling their friends, neighbours
and family about its profitability and getting
them to join. Victims were spurred to sign up
friends and family with the promise of gifts and
reward money. One person received a cheque
of 100 million pesos ($155,000) for their recruit-
ment skills that turned out to be fake, investiga-
tions showed.—AFP 

Frenchwoman jailed for 

‘magic cheese’ scam

Migrant dies in ‘Chunnel’ 

MAIDUGURI: Nigerian soldiers shoot into the air during a ceremony to mark the
release of suspected detainees cleared of being members of Boko Haram Islamists in
Borno State on Monday. The Nigerian army released 182 detainees, including 100
men, 24 women, 18 teenagers and 40 children. — AFP 

CALAIS, France: A man was found dead
yesterday in the Channel Tunnel, French
authorities said, a rare accident providing
yet another example of the lengths taken
by migrants desperate to reach Britain.
Vehicle shuttle services and Eurostar pas-
senger trains were delayed as one of the
six sections of the tunnel was closed for
investigations, although it  remained
unclear how the migrant had died. “For the
moment we suppose he wanted to climb
onto the shuttle, which he missed, and
that he was hit by the train itself,” said
Patricio Martin from the border police,
referring to the shuttle train that takes
road vehicles through the tunnel.

The identity of the migrant was not
known, but he was among some 40 people
evacuated from the tunnel. “Following the

discovery of migrants on a freight shuttle,
early this morning, the shuttle was imme-
diately stopped,” local authorities in the
Pas-de-Calais region said in a statement.
“During an investigation by border police,
a deceased migrant was found in the tun-
nel,” they added. 

Although traffic was only briefly inter-
rupted in the tunnel, the incident trig-
gered three-hour delays on vehicle shuttle
services coming from the British side and
an hour from France, according to opera-
tors Eurotunnel. Eurostar trains were also
delayed. Intrusions into the undersea tun-
nel have risen in recent weeks as increas-
ingly desperate migrants seek new tactics
to enter Britain. On Friday night about 150
people tried to enter the boarding area
before being pushed back. — AFP 


