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NAIROBI: Doctors and medical staff help a man injured in the Mander attack as he arrives to be treated at Kenyatta National Hospital in the capital yesterday. — AP 

Shabab kill 14 workers in Kenya
Somalia-based militant group says raid targeted Christians

NAIROBI: Shabab militants killed at least 14 workers in
northern Kenya yesterday, officials said, the latest in a wave
of attacks in the east African nation by the Somali-led
Islamists. The attack occurred just outside the town of
Mandera in Kenya’s far northeastern region, which borders
Ethiopia and war-torn Somalia, and comes a little more
than two weeks before US President Barack Obama is due
to make his first presidential visit to Kenya, where his father
was born.

“People were sleeping when the attack happened. They
just came and hurled explosives into the houses,” said
Mandera County Commissioner Alex Ole Nkoyo, confirm-
ing 14 people had been killed in the attack. “These were Al-
Shabab from the nature of the attack. They used explosives
and guns,” he said. A pro-Shabab website, Somalimemo,

said the Al-Qaeda-affiliated rebels had confirmed they car-
ried out the attack against “Christian Kenyans”.

A regional commissioner, Mohamud Saleh, said the
attackers were believed to be Shabab members based in
Kenya’s northeast, which has seen a string of attacks in
recent months. “We believe the assailants are members of
Al-Shabab terror group who are operating from sleeper
cells in Mandera town,” Saleh told reporters in Garissa,
where in April the Shabab massacred 148 people at the
town’s university, most of them students.

He said up to 150 people were targeted in the attack
and praised the security forces for responding quickly. “Our
security officers have done a commendable job by rescu-
ing 136 people from the hands of the bloodthirsty terror
gangs,” he said, adding any loss of life was “painful”. Interior

Minister Joseph Nkaissery, however, said the attackers had
“sneaked into the country” from Somalia and had then “run
back to Somalia”. He added that 130 residents were evacu-
ated from the area. “We are still undertaking a security
operation in the area,” he told reporters.

Christian Workers Targeted 
The target of the attack was a guarded compound that

is home to labourers who work in nearby quarries. Many
labourers who work in the Muslim-majority border region
are Christians from central Kenya. Kenya’s National Disaster
Operation Centre said 13 of the dead were “non-locals” and
one was from the area. It said five of the wounded had
been airlifted to Nairobi for treatment. Under pressure in
Somalia, where it has for years been fighting to overthrow

the internationally-backed government, Shabab is now
increasingly targeting Kenya. It has also stepped up attacks
during the Muslim fasting month of Ramadan.

In late 2014, 28 passengers were dragged from a bus
near Mandera and executed. Days later in the same area,
36 quarry workers were pulled from their tents at night and
murdered - after which many have moved to more secure
locations such as the one that was attacked. In 2013, four
Shabab gunmen killed at least 67 people in an assault on
the Westgate mall in the capital Nairobi. The upsurge in
cross-border attacks and the emergence of Kenya-based
Shabab cells is now Kenya’s number-one security
headache, as well as being a strategic blow given that
Nairobi sent troops into southern Somalia in 2011 in the
hope they would protect the long, porous border. — AFP

Air strikes, ground combat 
in Yemen killed nearly 200

SANAA: Saudi-led coalition air strikes and clash-
es killed at least 176 fighters and civilians in
Yemen on Monday, residents and media run by
the Houthi movement said, the highest daily toll
since the Arab air offensive began more than
three months ago. The United Nations has been
pushing for a halt to air raids and intensified
fighting that began on March 26. More than
3,000 people have been killed since then as the
Arab coalition tries stop the Houthis spreading
across the country from the north.

The Iran-allied Shiite Houthis say they are
rebelling against a corrupt government, while

local fighters say they are defending their
homes from Houthi incursions. Sunni Saudi
Arabia says it is bombing the Houthis to protect
the Yemeni state. On Monday, about 63 people
were killed in air strikes on Amran province in
the north, among them 30 people at a market,
Houthi-controlled state media agency Saba
said. In the same province, about 20 fighters
and civilians were killed at a Houthi checkpoint
outside the main city, also named Amran, about
50 km northwest of the Yemeni capital of Sanaa,
local residents said.

Arab alliance war planes also killed about 60

people at a livestock market in the town of al-
Foyoush in the south. Also in the south, resi-
dents reported a further 30 killed in a raid they
said apparently targeted a Houthi checkpoint
on the main road between Aden and Lahj. They
said 10 of the dead were Houthi fighters. Tribal
sources in the central desert province of Marib
said about 20 Houthi fighters and soldiers
fighting alongside them were killed in air raids
and gun battles with tribal fighters, who sup-
port Yemen’s president in exile Abd-Rabbu
Mansour Hadi.

Yesterday, UN envoy to Yemen Ismail Ould
Cheik h Ahmed continues meetings with
Houthi officials in Sanaa to try to broker a
ceasefire to allow aid deliveries. One Houthi
official said Monday’s attacks had dealt a blow
to peace efforts. “Even as the UN envoy is pres-
ent, there are a hundred martyrs and hundreds
of wounded ... No truce, no retreat, no surren-
der. Forward, forward heroes of Yemen, for vic-
tory is coming,” Yahya Ali Al-Qahoom wrote on
his Twitter account. Neither side has offered
concessions as civil war rages.

Fighting, bombing and a near-blockade by
the Arab coalition has deepened suffering in
what is one of the poorest countries in the
region. The UN says more than 80 percent of
Yemen’s 25 million people need some form of
humanitarian aid. “( There is) a quite cata-
strophic situation we are facing today after
three months of hostilities,” Antoine Grand,
head of the International Committee of the
Red Cross in Yemen, told a UN briefing in
Geneva by telephone from Sanaa. “It’s more
than one mill ion people displaced, 3,000
killed, shortage of fuel, basic public services -
health, water, sanitation - that are collapsing,
one city after another that are collapsing,” he
said. — Reuters 

SANAA: Smoke billows following air strikes by the Saudi-led coalition on a weapons depot at a
military airport currently controlled by Shiite Houthi rebels in the capital yesterday.  —AFP 


