
On Dec 4, 2008 the European Human Rights
Court in Strasbourg ordered various European
police to delete and destroy their DNA databas-

es of tens of thousands of individuals who had not
been indicted in any crime. It only allowed keeping
DNA information of criminals already indicted by final
verdicts. These orders were made on grounds that get-
ting DNA samples and keeping them was a clear viola-
tion of human rights, privacy and family rights, which
made the British police (which is already advanced in
this field) to delete such information although Britain
had just experienced a terrorist act on July 7, which
claimed the lives of 52, injured 700 people and para-
lyzed London for an entire day. 

Though some British calls demanded exceptional
security measures because London was about to host
the Olympics, the court believed that citizens’ and resi-
dents’ humanity and the privacy of their families were
more important. The same was done by Spain and
France despite experiencing terrorist attacks on their
soil. Following 9/11, 2001, which claimed the lives of
more than 3,000 people, destroyed civilian planes and
struck US economic landmarks (World Trade Center)
and military ones such as the Pentagon, and during
the preparation of the ‘Patriotic Act’, both the White
House and the Congress agreed that it would be
humane and ethical not include random DNA collec-
tion and imposing it on residents and visitors to
American lands in the law. Notably, mass DNA collec-
tion is only used in horse stables and cattle pens and
in zoos and game parks. 

Here in Kuwait, and despite its violation of articles 8,
9 and 20 of the constitution and despite its violation of
ethics and humanity, a law on compulsory collection of
DNA information and building a database with such
information is due to be proposed and approved after
a superficial limited discussion in parliament within
days. Such a law would violate privacy, humanity,
parentage and intimate relations that cannot be violat-
ed under any human or religious laws except in cases
of crimes or disputes concerning parentage or getting
a country’s citizenship according to blood kinship. 

In spite of our pain and sorrow for the martyrs
killed in the Al-Sadeq mosque attack, we cannot take
such a security breach as an excuse to allow taboos
like the awqaf ministry did. We cannot violate the
humanity of Kuwaiti and resident families by such a
law. After all, what would having the terrorist suicide
bomber Fahd Al-Qabba’s DNA have given us, knowing
that he only arrived at 5:00 am and committed his
crime by noon the same day? Could having his DNA
have prevented the crime?

Therefore, this law and the way it is expected to be
passed by a parliament that is used to passing serious
security-related laws very easily without scrutinizing
them, would pace highly sensitive personal and indi-
vidual information in the hands of the authorities,
which is not done anywhere else worldwide. In addi-
tion, diplomats and those at the same caliber might
reject the idea and refuse giving DNA information
about themselves or their children. Another controver-
sial question may also arise: Does Kuwait have any
right to keep DNA information about visitors partici-
pating in conferences held here and will each passport
office at the airport have a piece of cotton to take a
DNA specimen from each weekend visitor or transit
passenger staying overnight in Kuwait? 

Such a law and the information that might be
accordingly collected might expose many secrets only
Almighty Allah has kept concealed. It might create
endless family mazes. What would the interior ministry
do if, for instance, if it finds out that an expat who
brought his family on dependant visas and then (after
doing DNA tests) finds out that one of his kids is not
his biological child? Will the ministry refuse granting
him residency and tell the father about it?

Moreover, such information is usually the most vul-
nerable during wars, disasters and chaos. Just like
what happened during the Iraqi invasion. What if a
hacker breaks into the Kuwaiti people’s DNA database.
Collecting such information from non-criminals is very
dangerous for family and society safety and security.
Accordingly, we do hereby plead to our father and
leader, HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
to defer endorsing such a law until further proper
studies are made and concerned parties consulted.
The government can also be advised to consult the
constitutional court prior to applying the law and
spending fortunes on preparations needed for the
process such as special labs and technical staff. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times
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Awretched political activist demanded, in a
huge headline that covered half of the front
page of Al-Watan newspaper before it was

shut down, Daesh to behead its Shiite POWs, and to
leave 10 for him to enjoy butchering them! Later
reports indicated that the minister of interior asked
the education minister to terminate the activist, who
is a Sharia College graduate and a ‘professor’ at the
university.

It seems the education minister did not respond
at the time, either due to the strange nature of the
request or for not going through the proper chan-
nels, so the education minister could only justify his
action and avoid embarrassment by saying that any
termination decision is from the faculty or the univer-
sity council (I cannot remember which). On the other
hand, the news of the request of termination may
not be true to start with, but the true thing is that the
‘educator and terrorist teacher’ is still at work. How
great are our democracy and the regular work of our
civil establishments, especially when we wish to do
something or to do the opposite!

Following the horrendous events at Imam Al-
Sadiq mosque, there were reports of the interior min-
ister’s request to the education minister, through the
same strange way, to terminate that “educator and
university professor”, but we are still waiting for what

will happen, if this is true. What we are interested in
here is not whether the request is true or not, but the
repercussions of the presence of that man in his aca-
demic and educational post until today. 

This does not indicate the weakness of our super-
visory systems and their laxity with extremist groups
in the society, which may be cradling and encourag-
ing them; rather it indicates the deep ethical and
humanitarian crises that we have been living in
Kuwait for years, which is represented in the extreme
laxity in dealing with extremists, while being tough
with other citizens whose presence ‘may’ not repre-
sent any danger towards any government establish-
ment, but despite this they were deprived from sever-
al jobs and were kept from even coming near them!

If our government, whether directly or indirectly,
does not employ a group of citizens in certain jobs,
then do we blame those who blow up their mosques
and call for butchering them? Because for that univer-
sity teacher to remain in his work and the continua-
tion of a ban on employing a certain sect for many
reasons here and there is evidence on the extreme
defect in the decision making mechanism, not from
the procedural and ethical point only, but from the
political aspect also. This means that nothing has
been done, and we remain as we are! 

—Translated by Kuwait Times
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When I received the news about the terrorist
explosion at Imam Al-Sadiq mosque dur-
ing Friday prayers on June 26, I was, at that

time, paying my teacher a visit to congratulate him
on the holy month and ask him about his health.
During the visit, my telephone received a consider-
able amount of messages in a disturbing manner,
prompting my mentor to ask me to check them
because there might be something urgent. So I
read what was sent to me and I could not control
myself and I started crying. My mentor asked me
what was wrong and I said, “tragedy in Kuwait.” I
then asked whether he could turn on the TV to con-
firm what I read, and when he did, we saw what I
could not tell him, for real, right there in front of our
eyes.

Then, after calming me down and following the
news, my mentor said, “What is important now is
what the Kuwaiti people will do after June 26.” 

So I asked him, “What do you mean?” So he said,
“This is a message to Kuwaiti people and we may
have answered the enemy at the same hour, by the
arrival of our father, the Amir of Kuwait, at the same
time, to check on the Kuwaiti people. That is a mes-
sage to every aggressor on our country that there is
neither discrimination nor racism in our country,
but we are supposed to think of how to protect
Kuwait and ourselves to become a cohesive fort
that cannot be divided by sectarianism and that
this terror cannot destroy our national unity. In oth-
er words, do you remember when I told you to stay
away from the news that you receive through
WhatsApp and that we are supposed to listen to
and read news from credible sources?” I answered,
“Yes, I remember.”

My teacher continued, “Do you also remember
when I told you not to deal with all that destroys
national unity through rumors that is being circulat-
ed by people who have agendas to instigate fitna
(strife) in our society? - All this must stop now and
should be ignored by the people of Kuwait. This
ignorance makes the message and rumor senders
in despair and their messages will be without value
and importance for the Kuwaiti people: this is one
side. The other side is the role of the media,
because it should intensify national unity in the
coming days and this should not be limited to
advertisements and short programs; no, there
should be an information plan that works on how
to instill values for national unity and enrich it in
our society through shows and programs. The
media should be aware of the religious programs
and select those who will present them and the
content of religious messages should be of national
unity, brotherhood and mercy, through stories and
talks that support the issues we mentioned. Finally,
education and the family have an important role by
refraining from instilling sectarian extremism and
building a society built on ‘I am Kuwait.’” 

— Translated by Kuwait Times
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Man attempts to kill family
Jahra police controlled a citizen who threatened to kill his
family members in Saad Al-Abdallah. A security source
said the family told police that their son held them at gun-
point and threatened to shoot them. The citizen was later
convinced to hand over his weapon and was sent to con-
cerned authorities.

Man beats brother-in-law 
A citizen beat his brother-in-law in his diwaniya for beating
his sister following a domestic dispute. A security source said
the sister called her brother and told him what happened, so
the brother went to his brother-in-law’s diwaniya in Ahmadi,
beat him, but the brother-in-law escaped. The brother-in-law
filed a complaint at the police station and detectives are
looking for the suspect.

Woman raped
in Jahra

KUWAIT: Three persons kidnapped a Filipina in Farwaniya and
raped her in Jahra. According to a security source, the Filipina told
Farwaniya police that she was beaten by two persons who forced
her into a car driven by a third person. She added the three sus-
pects took her to an open area in Jahra and took turns raping her.
The suspects wanted to leave her there but she was able to con-
vince them to bring her back promising not to tell anyone about
what happened. Detectives are looking for the suspects.

KUWAIT: VIVA, Kuwait’s fastest-grow-
ing telecom operator, announced its
sponsorship, for the third consecutive
year, of the National Union of Kuwaiti
Students (NUKS) - United Kingdom and
Ireland’s annual orientation event that
was held Thursday, July 02, 2015 at the
Gulf University for Sciences and
Technology (GUST ). The event was
attended by members of the NUKS -
UK and Ireland, representatives of the
Ministry of Higher Education, the
Cultural British Attache, the Health
Bureau, the students who were accept-
ed into the scholarship program and
their parents, in addition to VIVA’s exec-

utives and directors.  
The event was packed with activi-

ties and events that benefited both
male and female students who were
accepted into the sponsorship pro-
gram in the UK or Ireland. A variety of
activities were held, highlighting and
praising VIVA’s role as a strategic part-
ner, and the company’s numerous con-
tributions to support the NUKS’s activi-
ties and events organized in Britain
and Kuwait. VIVA also congratulated
this year’s scholarship recipients who
will be studying in the UK and Ireland. 

VIVA is committed to supporting
and sponsoring various activities and

initiatives that interest and benefit stu-
dents wherever they are, and con-
tribute to the enrichment of their
knowledge and experience. The com-
pany has sponsored over the past few
years many youth-geared exhibitions,
conferences and activities, reaffirming
its support of its human resources as
well as young Kuwaiti manpower.  

VIVA will continue to support vari-
ous social initiatives specially those
geared towards education in order to
promote and improve the educational
system in Kuwaiti society, reaffirming
its position as a socially dedicated and
responsible institution.

VIVA sponsors NUKS UK Ireland’s
students’ orientation Session 


