
CAPITALS: Kuwait Red Crescent Society has delivered Eid
clothing to 500 Syrian refugee families in Jordan in coop-
eration with the Jordan National Red Crescent Society.
The society delivers clothing and necessary items for
Syrian refugees every Eid to ease their sufferings and
bring them some joy, the head of the society’s delegation
Khaled Al-Zaid said.

Meanwhile, chairman of the board of Jordan’s Red
Crescent Mohammad Al-Hadeed noted that both Kuwaiti
and Jordanian societies have been cooperating to aid
Syrian refugees living in severe humanitarian conditions
in nearby countries. There are currently about 1.5 million
Syrian refugees in Jordan, who fled their country due to
the five-year civil war. 

Grand iftar
KRCS had organized a grand iftar (fast-breaking) ban-

quet on Monday for 800 displaced Syrian families in the
Jordanian capital Amman. The banquet is meant to bring
together and create Ramadan joy for the civil conflict-
traumatized Syrian families, Zaid said.

He added that the KRCS organizes, in cooperation with
the Jordanian Red Crescent Society and several other
local charities, iftar programs for Syrian refugees since the
start of the conflict in 2011. This year’s plan aims to host
iftar banquets for 28,000 Syrian families in Jordan over
the holy fasting month of Ramadan, he noted. Hadeed
said meanwhile that KRCS’s aid to Syrian refugees in
Jordan is highly appreciated. He expressed hopes that
others world countries would follow suit of Kuwait. 

‘Biggest’ campaign
In Erbil, the KRCS has started carrying out the initial

phase of a KD 200 million humanitarian campaign that
was allocated to help refugees in Iraq’s Kurdistan. The
campaign, the biggest aid campaign as of today, is real-
ized in collaboration with Barazani Charity Foundation. It
will give out a month worth of food items to more than
26,000 displaced families in Harsham refugee camp in
Kurdistan.

The first phase of this aid campaign will include the
distribution of food items, KRCS Deputy Chairman Anwar
Al-Hasawi said. Medical care will be provided next, he
added. Hasawi noted that conditions in the camp are
harsh and require more attention and care.

Kuwait’s General Consul in Erbil Omar Al- Kandari said
that the KD 200 million aid campaign was given out last
month under the directions of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to ease the
suffering of the Iraqi refugees in Kurdistan. Kurdistan has
announced that $1.4 billion is needed to provide food,
shelter and medical care the camp settlers.

Direct Aid
In Kenya, Mining Minister Najib Balala lauded the assis-

tance provided by Kuwait’s Direct Aid Society to needy
people and its humanitarian role in Africa, mainly build-
ing of mosques and schools, and caring for orphans.

The minister made the statement when he and the
Kuwaiti Ambassador to Kenya Qusay Rashid Al-Farhan vis-
ited some projects carried out by the society in some
areas in Kenya. Balala affirmed the distinguished relations
and fruitful cooperation between the governments of
Kuwait and Kenya.

Ambassador Farhan meanwhile commended the soci-
ety’s role and its distinguished efforts in Africa, express-
ing his gratitude to its staff for helping needy people. The
visit included Arabco Secondary School in Kelvy province
and al-Tawfiq Hospital, Kuwaiti Embassy said in a state-

ment. The society deliv-
ered some medical equip-
ment to the hospital,
which is the only one for
Muslims in Kenya,  the
agency added. Meanwhile,
Ismail  Hasan Hussein,
director of society’s office
in Kenya,  thanked the
Ambassador Farhan, the
minister and his accompa-
nying delegation for this
visit. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Gergean is an annual tradition cele-
brated in Kuwait and the Arabian Gulf region,
which takes place on the 13th, 14th or the 15th
of Ramadan when the moon is full. 

Gergean is a special day for children to help
them through their fast and encourage them
to fast every year. It is marked with children
dressed in traditional attire where the boys
wear the dishdasha (a long robe with long
sleeves) and the girls wear dara’a (kaftan) and
bokhnaq (fabric in different colors worn above
the head). After iftar, they go in groups holding
small bags and go door-to-door to receive
sweets and nuts from neighbors, while singing
traditional songs. While waiting in front of
neighbors’ doors, the children sing, “May Allah
protect your son and give him a long life to live
with his mother...” 

Gergean is a word which came from “gar-
ga’a” which means the noisy sounds that come
from the iron cans of sweets. 

Before 1961, Gergean was also for
teenagers and older people, but some of them
were bothering the neighbors so they made it
only for children.  Years ago, young people and
children would carry tambourines and drums
while singing traditional songs. Another differ-
ence between Gergean in the past and today is
that the celebration of Gergean was simple but
nowadays, people will book halls, send invita-
tion cards and pay a lot of money for the
sweets, nuts and the traditional cloth.

Gergean has its roots in many Gulf coun-
tries. They call it “Gergean” in Kuwait and Saudi
Arabia, “Qarnqaoh” in Qatar and Bahrain,
“Garngoshoh” in Oman, “Magenah” in Iraq and
“the right tonight” in the UAE. 

Gergean, a special tradition for
children in celebration of Ramadan

Kuwait delivers Eid clothing to 500 Syrian families in Jordan
KD 200 million humanitarian campaign in Iraq’s Kurdistan

People seen at a ‘grand iftar’ organized by the
KRCS for displaced Syrian families in Jordan.

KRCS Deputy Chairman Anwar Al-Hasawi is pictured in Erbil,
Iraq where a KD 200 million humanitarian campaign was
launched.

Refugees in Erbil, Iraq

Kuwaiti Ambassador to Kenya Qusay Al-Farhan is seen with
Kenyan Mining Minister Najib Balala while touring a Kuwaiti-
funded project.

Kuwaiti Ambassador to Kenya Qusay Al-Farhan is pictured dur-
ing a visit to a Kuwaiti-funded orphanage. 


