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Government to activate
‘electronic signature’

Project helps make transactions easier
By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti minister yesterday revealed
that the government will activate ‘electronic sig-
natures’ to make transactions easier. “Any politi-
cal observer can see the great cooperation and
investment between the executive and legisla-
tive branches for the public interest. A meeting
will be held with the Public Authority for Civil
Information on Sunday to launch the electronic
signature, because a ‘smart government’ should
have the facility of electronic signatures where-
by people can finish all paperwork online,”
Minister of Justice, Awqaf and Islamic Affairs
Yaqoub Al-Sane said.

Sane was speaking at a meeting organized by
the Kuwaiti Journalists Association (KJA) with
the minister, Acting Undersecretary of the
Ministry of Justice Bader Al-Zamanan and
Assistant Undersecretary for Financial and
Administrative Affairs at the Ministry of Awqaf
and Islamic Affairs Fareed Asad Emadi at the
association’s headquarters in Shuwaikh. 

The meeting addressed the latest develop-
ments at the ministries of justice and awqaf to

face violence and terrorism and the deployment
of moderate Islamic thought.

Family court
Sane praised the family court which protects

family and child rights and is a center that can
resolve divorce, custody and alimony issues. He
added that the family court has qualified and
competent people from social fields to resolve
such issues. “The government has developed its
services and we’re amidst an unprecedented
legislative revolution,” he said. “The ministry of
justice has opened an office at the ministry of
housing to serve citizens and make matters easi-
er for them. There is also cooperation between
the Credit Bank and the ministry of housing,”
Zamanan said. He said that the ministry of jus-
tice is allowing the ministry of housing to access
the system and get all details about a citizen
without asking him to prepare his papers. “The
system also shows all details if a citizen is mar-
ried or single, necrology, if a power of attorney is
valid and if a property owner is alive or not. The
citizen can also check all details about the price
of a property he wants to buy or sell,” he added.

Combating terrorism
Emadi confirmed that the ministry of awqaf is

concerned not only about mosques and Friday
sermons, but also the fight against terrorism and
extremism. “After the suicide attack at the Imam
Al-Sadiq mosque in Kuwait City, the higher com-
mittee at the awqaf decided to assign a commit-
tee to oversee and face terrorism. We have
worked on and prepared a national document,
which was submitted to the Cabinet,” he said.

“We made sure that this national document is
committed to global standards and we focused
on three themes. The first is guidance, which
includes 24 initiatives and several organizations
will be involved. The second is the media and
the technical aspect, which has 14 initiatives.
The third is community security, and it includes
10 initiatives that will help protect Kuwait,”
Emadi said. He pointed out that the youth are
the most important category in a society, and
everyone wants to control them by their ideas
such as IS, and this is why the ministry of awqaf
is focusing on them through the media and oth-
er networks to deliver messages to them. 

KUWAIT: (From left) Justice Ministry’s Acting Undersecretary Bader Al-Zamanan, Minister Yaqoub Al-Sane, KJA Treasurer Adnan Al-Rashid and
Awqaf Ministry’s Assistant Undersecretary Fareed Emadi. — Photo by Joseph Shagra
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‘I want my kids to
have a better life’

By Ben Garcia 

This Ramadan, Kuwait Times wants
to shift the conversation to the
ordinary folks that make up the

majority of this country. By listening to
their stories and recognizing their
humanity, we can remind ourselves
and hopefully our readers of the ties
that bind us all together as a species. 

Recently, Kuwait Times visited some
former housemaids who sought refuge
at the Philippine Embassy in Faiha to
hear their story. Kuwait Times purpose-
ly changed their names for their safety. 

Deocaria is another runaway at the
Philippine embassy who escaped her
employer after working for them for
four years and five months, serving as a
house helper. “When I finished my first
contract, I told my employers I don’t
want to come back any more. But I was
promised a KD 120 salary if I returned
so after a long discussion with my hus-
band, he allowed me to go,” she said.
However, two years after returning to
her employer, Deocaria revealed she
did not receive any salary adjustment;
rather, she was given the same amount
of KD 90.

“We signed the new contract at the
embassy, but it was only on paper. The
contract wasn’t followed at all until it
expired,” she said. In fact, Deocaria
stayed five more months because they
told her to wait and assured her of the
balance. Deocaria thought she’ll be
paid at the end of her contract, but it
never happened. 

Deocaria confided that after
demanding her rightful raise, the

madam started to change her attitude
towards her. “Even if you are tired, you
would be insulted and she would hurl
bad words against me,” she said. 

“The mama (madam) would tell me,
‘You’re demanding a salary raise? Of all
the housemaids here, you’re the only
one receiving KD 90, way more than
the salary of others. Why demand
more?’” Deocaria recalled.  Deocaria
told her employer it’s because that’s
what they signed at the embassy, and
so her employer started cursing her.
“She even spat on my face,” she said. 

After her ordeal,  Deocaria later
escaped with the help of a friend. 

Deocaria admitted that she has
been a hard working person. “I started
helping my parents when I was six and
I helped them in the farm. I never
played in my childhood days. I did not
watch TV nor had any form of enter-
tainment. I did not play, not because I
hated it but I did not want to spend the
time just for that,” she said. 

A mother of three kids, Deocaria
said she would do almost everything
for her children. “I want my kids to have
a better life, better than what I have
already experienced. I want them to be
successful,” she said. She revealed that
her eldest is now 17 years old, her sec-
ond, 13, and her youngest, eight. “Few
more years and I can take a break,” she
said. 

Later, Deocaria revealed her wish.
“All I  want is to go back to the
Philippines as quickly as possible and if
the embassy could help me get the
remaining salary from my sponsor,” she
said.

The scene at the clinic after the fire was put out. Firefighters put out a fire on a vehicle in Abu Halifa.

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Ministry of Interior ’s Assistant
Undersecretary for Traffic Affairs Major General
Abdullah Al-Muhanna announced that 152 expa-
triates were arrested and immediately deported
for driving without a driver’s license. In this
regard, the ministry ’s Public Relations And
Security Media Director Brigadier Adel Al-
Hashash stressed that the ministry keeps trans-
mitting awareness messages in both Arabic and
English so that non-Arabic speaking expatriates
would get the message and realize the danger
they pose on others and on themselves by violat-
ing traffic rules including driving without a
license. 

Fire in Hawally building
A fire recently broke out on the third floor of a

Hawally building used as private clinic. Security
sources said that firemen from Hawally and
Salmiya rushed to the scene where they divided
themselves into firefighting, evacuation and ven-
tilation teams. Three people who had been
trapped on the floor were rescued and treated for
smoke inhalation. 

Fire in Mansouriya
Similarly, a fire recently broke out in a

Mansouriya house, said security sources, noting
that firemen from Shuhada and Hilali centers
rushed to the scene where they controlled the fire
and rescued some of the tenants who had been
trapped by the flames and smoke. Those rescued
were treated on site for smoke inhalation. 

Fire at Doha port
In another incident, a fire broke out in a fodder

shipment stored on an area of 100 square meters
at Doha port, said security sources. The port fire-
men responded to the scene and successfully
managed to control the fire within 35 minutes
without any casualties. 

Car fire
Also, a fire broke out in a vehicle in Abu Halifa.

Firemen from Mangaf rushed to the scene where
they controlled the fire without reporting any
casualties.

Four trapped in separate accidents
Two Arab expatriates were recently trapped

inside the wreckage of their vehicle when it col-
lided into another along King Fahad highway,
said security sources, noting that firemen rushed
to the scene where they had to cut the wreckage
open to release the two trapped people and hand
them over to paramedics. In a similar incident, a
man was trapped in his vehicle’s wreckage when
it crashed into another vehicle in Jaber Al-Ali.
Qurain firemen rushed to the scene and managed
to release the man by cutting the crumpled vehi-
cle steel. Also, a man in his seventies was seriously
injured when he lost control over his vehicle and
it turned over along Wafra road. Wafra firemen
released the man from the wreckage. 

Trapped inside elevator
A man was trapped inside an elevator at

Aziziya shopping mall recently. The elevator mal-
functioned and firemen from Mangaf rushed to
the scene, where they rescued the man and treat-

ed him for breathing difficulty. 

Police insulted
A sergeant major on a mall patrol reported

that two citizens insulted him while on duty at Al-
Bairaq Shopping Mall. After spotting the two sus-
pects harass other shoppers, the sergeant said he
attempted to arrest them, but they both started
insulting him and tried to assault him but he
managed to control and apprehend them. A case
was filed. 

Fight
A Syrian and a Jordanian were rushed to Adan

hospital for treatment following a scuffle
between them in which they used sharp objects,
said security sources noting that an investigation
would be done afterwards. 

RPG found
A citizen reported finding a rocket-propelled

grenade (RPG) at an open yard in Mahboula, said
security sources. Bomb squads were called to the
scene and handled the weapon.

Drug arrest
The public prosecution recently charged an

Indian man with trading in drugs. During a sting
operation, an agent from the Drugs Control
General Department agreed to buy 20 grams of
heroin from him where he was arrested in his
room with one kilogram of raw heroin. The sus-
pect later confessed that he works for a central
prison inmate, where he receives orders by phone
and places the drugs near transformers or beside
trash dumpsters.

152 expats deported for
driving without license

Three rescued from Hawally clinic blaze

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The Court of Cassation yesterday
rejected a request made by Al-Watan Press,
Printing and Publishing House to suspend
and appeal court’s decision to close down
Al-Watan newspaper and its subsidiary
magazines. The Cassation Court’s ruling is
final.

Travel ban 
Justice Ministry’s Acting Undersecretary

Bader Al-Zamanan said that his ministry
was currently coordinating with the Interior
Ministry on setting a mechanism by which
financial claim-related travel bans could be
lifted immediately on border exits without
having to go to certain state departments
to pay off those claims. 

School jammers
The Ministry of Education is currently

considering providing schools with wire-
less signal jammers in order to be used dur-
ing exams to prevent using modern tech-
nology in cheating. The step comes as the
ministry had detected a growing use of
modern technology devices in cheating on
different exams. 

Blackouts 
MP Abdullah AL-Tamimi warned

Minister of Electricity and Water and
Minister of Public Works Ahmad Al-Jassar
and his ministry officials of the conse-
quences of the repeated blackouts in differ-
ent areas, especially those on a rather hot
day during Ramadan. “Why has Kuwait
experienced such unjustified blackouts?
Why did you not fix the power transformers
before the problem happened when tem-
peratures were over 55 degrees centi-
grade?”, he inquired, urging all MEW offi-
cials to ‘get out of their offices’ and have the
initiative without waiting for a problem to
happen before acting. 

Financial disclosure
Deputy Speaker of the parliament

Mubarak Al-Khurainej recently filed his
financial disclosure statement to the head
of the Public Anti-Corruption Authority
Chancellor Abdulrahman Al-Namash.
Khurainej is the first parliamentarian to file
his statement. “I did so in implementation
of law number 24/2012 and the authority’s
decree number 77/2015”, Khurainej
explained, noting that lawmakers should
be a role  model to be followed by other
state officials.  

Cassation court rejects
Al-Watan newspaper’s appeal

Sandstorms further
affects visibility

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Visibility levels in some areas
along the Seventh Ring Road dropped to
less than 200 meters yesterday due to
sandstorms that hit Kuwait for the sec-
ond straight day. Accordingly, the Kuwait
Meteorology Department warned all
road users that visibility may even drop
further as the wind speed is forecasted
to exceed 55 kilometers per hour.  

Trucks ban
Kuwait Customs Director Khalid Al-

Saif recently contacted relevant local
authorities concerning banning vehicles
and trucks heading to Syria or Lebanon
through Saudi Arabia. Saif explained that
the 

Jordanian customs had informed
their Saudi counterparts about closing
land border exits with Syria in view of
the bad security situation there until fur-
ther notice. Accordingly, all vehicles and
trucks heading to Syria via KSA were not
allowed to pass through. 

KUWAIT: Men cover their faces as they wait
at a bus stop during a heavy sand storm in
Kuwait City yesterday. 
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