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Efforts by the Egyptian Ministry of Tourism
and the Egyptian Tourism Authority (ETA)
to revive tourism to the country continue

to be reflected in the sustained growth of visi-
tors to Egypt since early 2015. May 2015 statis-
tics indicate a steady increase in the number
of tourists compared with the same period last
year. The number of visitors who traveled to
Egypt in May 2015 increased by 16.5% from
the number of visitors in May 2014. In a similar
trend, the number of Arab tourists who visited
Egypt in May 2015also increased by 23.1%
from the number of Arab tourists in May 2014.     

These statistics demonstrate the positive
impact of recently launched campaigns that

aim to attract more tourists from all over the
world to Egypt. This increase in visitors is in
line with the objectives of the Ministry of
Tourism’s “Masr Qariba” (“Egypt is close”) cam-
paign which specifically targets Arab tourists
from Saudi Arabia, UAE and Kuwait. Both the
Ministry and the Authority are ramping up
efforts prior to the launch of their forthcoming
global advertising and publicity campaign
which will focus on cultural tourism in the
country. This new campaign aims to promote
the importance of Egypt’s cultural destinations
among family and youth demographics. By
creating tourist packages that combine visits
to cultural destinations with opportunities to

stay at beach resorts, the campaign hopes to
highlight all that Egypt has to offer. 

Statistics reflect an increase in the number
of Kuwaiti tourists by 48.6% in the first five
months of 2015 compared with the same peri-
od last year. In May 2015, the number of
Kuwaiti tourists who visited Egypt increased
by 74.4% compared to May 2014. Moreover,
Kuwait is ranked ninth in terms of the number
of tourists and nights spent in Egypt during
May 2015.

Statistics also demonstrate an increase in
the number of Emirati tourists by 48.3% dur-
ing the first five months of 2015 compared
with the same period in 2014. In May 2015, the

number of Emirati tourists who visited Egypt
increased by 43.5% compared to May 2014. 

Furthermore, the number of Saudi tourists
increased by 67.2% during the first five
months of 2015 compared with the same peri-
od last year. In May 2015, the number of Saudi
tourists who visited Egypt increased by 58.2%
compared to May 2014. Moreover, Saudi
Arabia has been ranked fourth in terms of the
number of tourists and nights spent in Egypt
during May 2015. In addition, the Saudi Arabia
tourists who stayed in Egypt’s hotels increased
by 53.7% in May 2015 compared to same peri-
od in 2014. 

ETA Chairman, Sami Mahmoud, expressed

his enthusiasm about these developments:
“These positive results reflect that Egypt has
fans from all over the world, particularly from
our Arab neighbors. The steady increase in
Arab tourists demonstrates their trust and
belief in Egypt’s ability to provide its visitors
with opportunities to enjoy the most beautiful
touristic destinations. Specifically, the ‘Masr
Qariba’ campaign will continue to play a key
role in attracting tourists and welcome them
in their second home, Egypt.”   

Arab tourism to Egypt continues to experience
steady increase in the first five months of 2015
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Amore affordable way to explore Africa,
Central Asia, the Subcontinent and the
Middle East With a focus on offering

Kuwait travellers greater summer destination
choices and flying options, flydubai provides an
ideal opportunity to discover the world.
Passengers have the chance to experience new
adventures through convenience, reliability,
and comfort along with excellent onboard
experiences. flydubai has gone the extra mile
with its rapidly expanding international net-
work covering the Middle East, GCC, Africa,
Central Asia, Europe, and the Indian
Subcontinent. The carrier now serves more
than 90 destinations in 45 countries.

And now, with flydubai’s new business class
service with full-range and all-inclusive facili-
ties, lounges, and in flight-entertainment, pas-

sengers can choose an even more comfortable
and personal flying experience. During the
summer, flydubai gives Kuwait holiday makers
a world of opportunities with several destina-
tions that are just within their reach.

Castles and historical tales: Prague
Stroll the forested paths of the Czech

Republic, as you explore Prague’s cathedrals,
fairytale castles, palaces, and chateaus to get a
taste of Medieval Europe. For family outings,
renowned weekend street markets offer
ornately decorated honey gingerbread hearts
and over-crowded bazaars display fresh local
produce from the surrounding farmlands.

Spices and white-sandy beaches: Zanzibar
Be transported to a land of swaying palms

and freshly-caught grilled fish by the shore,
while enjoying a variety of activities such as
swimming with sea turtles, snorkeling, scuba
diving, hiking, and fishing. For a whiff and taste
of adventure, you can get the chance to go on a
spice tour on this “Island of Spices” to explore a
variety of spices. It doesn’t get any more exotic
than Zanzibar. It is a perfect romantic retreat for
honeymooners and families looking to have
fun at the beaches. Don’t forget to experience
the chance to sail on a dhow in the azure
waters of the Indian Ocean.

Fortresses and fauna: Sofia, Bulgaria
For families looking for a unique European

experience, Bulgaria offers lush parklands, gar-
dens, and cafes buzzing with life as Sofia is a
city teeming with historical-oriented spots, art

galleries, museums, and opera houses. For fun
at the seaside, The Black Sea coast boasts an
antique charm offering historical memorials
and golden beaches. 

Turquoise waters and 
beautiful sunsets: Croatia 

For a Mediterranean fantasy, the warm blue
waters of the Adriatic Sea offer family-friendly
resorts a chance to indulge in seafood feasts
overlooking scenic coastal landscapes. Croatia
encompasses nature, ancient culture and differ-
ent sport activities such as paragliding, wind-
surfing, snorkeling and scuba diving, allowing
one to discover the undersea world and the
country’s maritime history. Additionally, boat-
ing trips and Island-hopping makes for a fantas-
tic sailing holiday for families.

Discover the aromas of Oman-Salalah
Salalah is the subtropical cradle of

Frankincense and incense, and home to the
Omani perfume House-Amouage. With a
mountain-backed and coconut-fringed coast,
families can enjoy outdoor pursuits to explore
the wilderness during the monsoon season
when the city blossoms into lush green vegeta-
tion. Families can wander through the town’s
fragrance souqs and bazaars with the scents of
sweet aromas wafting through the air.
Additionally, you can embark on adventurous
activities such as sailing, diving, and fishing.
Your adventure with flydubai awaits.

Travel to Dubai and beyond with flydubai
Zagreb 

Race drivers call it “The Green Hell” and it
has taken dozens of drivers’ lives, but
Germany’s Nuerburgring car-racing

track offers unparalleled excitement for car
racing fans. Engines roar, car tires squeal,
crowds cheer or hold their breath for the
champions, all in the middle of dense woods
in western Germany, amid the singing of
unfazed birds.

Throngs fill the stands or crowd along the
fenced track, beer in hand, their tents and
mobile homes a few steps away, in the woods.
The races become fiestas for German and for-
eign fans alike. Nuerburgring, in the Eifel
Mountains, opened in 1927. Although it has

been adjusted and reshaped, it remains one of
the most demanding and hazardous race
tracks in the world, with its many chicanes,
curves and traps. Britain’s three-time Formula
1 world champion, Sir Jackie Stewart, called it
“The Green Hell” for the unrelenting concen-
tration and effort that it requires of the racers.
The name stuck.

Ordinary drivers
From March to October each year it hosts

car, truck, cycling and motorbike events,
including 24-hour and 1,000-kilometer (621-
mile) races. It frequently opens to ordinary
drivers eager to test - or discover - their racing

skills. It is also a venue for rock concerts. In
1975, Formula 1 driver Niki Lauda set the cir-
cuit’s record, covering the 22.8-kilometer
(13.7-mile) distance in under seven minutes,
his average speed being some 196 kilometers
(117.6 miles) per hour. The following year, in
the midst of the season’s pitched duel against
Britain’s James Hunt, he had a crash that sent
his Ferrari into flames and left burn scars on
his face.

Deemed too fast and dangerous, the track
was shortened in early 1980s to just under 21
kilometers, called the Nordschleife, or the
Northern Loop, and had the Grand Prix loop, a
new track of some 5 kilometers added. By

shortening the distance, it allows fans to see
the racing cars more often than on the long
track. It also helps cut fuel and maintenance
costs. In 1983, German driver Stefan Beloff
driving a Porsche 956 set the short loop’s aver-
age speed record at 201.7 kilometers (125
miles) per hour.

Medieval castle
Over 500 drivers in some 160 cars entered a

recent spectacular 24-hour race on the long
loop that winds around the foot of the ruins of
a medieval castle, but only half of them
crossed the finish line, in a show of endurance
and determination.

The track and the adjacent tiny town of
Nuerburg offer many other attractions, dedi-
cated to entire families: a museum of the cir-
cuit’s history, with some celebrated cars and
trucks, a carting track, race simulators and
exhibitions and shops related to motor sports.
Sitting atop a hill, a stone tower of a medieval
castle reveals a breathtaking panorama of the
wooded mountains, the track center and the
town.—AP

Germany’s Nuerburg links cars racing with nature and history 

People are seen atop the tower of a medieval castle in Nuerburg, Germany
appreciating the panorama of the wooded area that includes the
Nuerburgring car-racing track.—AP photos Cars compete in a World Touring Car Championship race at Nuerburgring .Nuerburgring main building and tribunes are seen in Nuerburg.


