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Roaring success: Lions return
to Rwanda, with rhinos next?
‘It is a beginning of a fantastic chapter for lions in Rwanda’

AKAGERA: Cattle farmers stand and sit next to their cows outside Akagera National Park. —AFP photos

AKAGERA: Groggy on their paws
after waking from tranquillizers,
lions have returned to Rwanda for
the first time since the endangered
animal was wiped out following the
country’s 1994 genocide. Seven
lions-two males and five females-
were transported in a marathon 30-
hour journey from South Africa -
first by air, then the final stretch by
road to Rwanda’s eastern Akagera
National Park. Schoolgirls sang out-
side the park in Akagera, a 112,000-
hectare (276,800-acre) park border-
ing Tanzania, welcoming the preda-
tors as they ended their journey.

One by one, they were released
into a giant pen - where they will
stay for initial quarantine of around
two weeks, before being allowed
out into the wild of the park itself. “It
is a huge conservation milestone, it
is a beginning of a fantastic chapter
for lions in Rwanda,” Akagera park
director Jes Gruner said. Lions in
Rwanda were stamped out in the
years following the 1994 genocide,
which left an estimated 800,000
people dead. Fleeing refugees and
displaced people occupied part of
the park, with the lion being driven
out or killed as people tried to pro-
tect their livestock. “I still have the
pictures of the last three lions that
were poisoned... it was very sad,”
said vet Tony Mudakikwa. So the
return of lions symbolizes more than
a conservation success. “We are
excited as a nation,” said Yamina
Karitanyi, head of tourism at the
Rwanda Development Board. “We
are proud to welcome the lions.”

Some two hours by vehicle from
the capital Kigali, it is an important
tourist destination, with some
28,000 visitors in 2014, and the
return of the lions is hoped to give
an important boost. Much prepara-
tion was needed: the park is ringed

with electric fencing, and the cats
are equipped with satellite collars
to reduce the risk of them entering
inhabited areas.

Rhinos next?
“Of course, a lion can kill a cow,

but now that there is the fence there
is less risk,” said cattle herder Phocus
Rukundo. “The people can no longer
kill the lions because they under-
stand the importance of their conser-
vation for tourism.” Still, much work
was needed to persuade people liv-
ing nearby that the return of the top
predator should be welcomed. “I am
sure there are still people nervous
about it,” Sarah Hall said, in charge of
tourism for Africa Parks, a conserva-
tion group which works in Akagera.
Educational plays were put on for
communities bordering the park, as
well as a football tournament called
“The Lion King”, Hall said, adding that
five percent of park income in
Rwanda was donated to community
projects, such as funding schools or
health centers.

The lion remains listed as vulnera-
ble at a global level, the International
Union for the Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) said last month in an update
to its “Red List” of threatened species.
The IUCN warns that trade in bones
and other body parts for traditional
medicine in Africa and in Asia is a
new and emerging threat to the
species. But Akagera offers a safe
space, with plenty of food for the top
predator, and is home to multiple
antelope species, buffaloes, giraffes
and zebras, as well as leopards and
elephants. Park officials are now
working to reintroduce rhinos in
Akagera. “Without the lions, it was as
if I had just a hand with three fingers,
now I have four,” said park official
Eugene Mutangana. “With rhinos, my
hand is complete.” —AFP

AKAGERA: Antilopes and zebras stand in the Akagera National
Park.

AKAGERA: Boxes containing lions brought from South Africa
are placed on a truck heading to Akagera National Park.

BANGKOK: A small plastic box decorated
with smiling frogs and a bright green logo,
Labobo looks like a toy, but it could help
prevent thousands of people from getting
sick with diarrhea and other diseases. The
portable plastic sink aims to encourage reg-
ular handwashing, in particular after using a
toilet and before preparing food, which has
been proven to prevent the spread of dis-
ease. Labobo has just launched in
Cambodia, which ranks lowest in Southeast
Asia in terms of access to sanitation.

“Handwashing is an enormous opportu-
nity to improve health because it’s such a
cheap and effective solution,” said Geoff
Revell, regional program manager at
WaterSHED, a charity working on improving
water and sanitation in Southeast Asia. With
38 deaths per 1,000 live births, Cambodia
has the second highest under-five mortality
rate in the region, after Myanmar, according
to World Bank data. Regular handwashing
can help prevent nearly half the world’s cas-
es of diarrhea, which kills nearly 800,000
children every year, the World Health
Organization (WHO) says.

Labobo - a play on the French word for
sink, “lavabo” - sells at $15 per unit and dis-

penses up to 15 litres of water through a
low-flow spout and can be placed at a
height easily reachable for children. It is the
brainchild of WaterSHED, one of a growing
number of charities that focus on selling
appealing sanitation products to con-
sumers, rather than handing out buckets or
latrines. “If you give people a bucket and a
piece of soap, more often than not you will
find the bucket ends up being used for
something else,” Revell told the Thomson
Reuters Foundation.

“But if they spend some money on a
product they like and actually want to own,
it’s much more likely that they will keep
using it and form a healthy habit of washing
their hands regularly.” Labobo was designed
with the input of families in Vietnam’s
Mekong Delta, where WaterSHED has
already sold 10,000 units in a year through
its social business.

Despite awareness-raising campaigns,
regular handwashing is a challenge in
Cambodia, where 60 percent of the rural
population still defecate in the open and
only 44 percent are able to wash their
hands with soap and water, according to
the WHO. —Reuters

A playful, portable sink 
to boost handwashing 

hygiene in Cambodia

PHILADELPHIA: File photo shows roses during preparations for the
Philadelphia Flower Show at the Pennsylvania Convention Center. —AP

NEW YORK: Shakespeare said a rose by any
other name would smell as sweet. In fact,
many kinds of roses today have little fra-
grance. But a new discovery might change
that. A study of roses that do have a strong
scent revealed a previously unknown
chemical process in their petals. It’s key to
their alluring odor. Experts said the finding
might let scientists restore a pleasing scent

to rose varieties that have lost it because of
breeding for traits like color or longevity. 

French scientists identified a gene that’s
far more active in a heavily scented kind of
rose than in a type with little odor. This
gene, which produces an enzyme, revealed
the odor-producing process. Results are
reported in a study released Thursday by
the journal Science. —AP

Heaven scent: Finding may help 
restore fragrance to roses

AKAGERA: Two lions brought from South Africa are seen at night after being
released in the boma, a temporary enclosure where they are going to spend
at least two weeks in quarantine, in Akagera National Park.


