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VANCOUVER: The US team poses for a team photo after defeating Japan to win the FIFA Women’s World Cup soccer championship. — AP

VANCOUVER: Carli Lloyd became the first woman to
score a hattrick in a World Cup final as she inspired the
United States to a 5-2 demolition of defending champi-
ons Japan on Sunday.

The United States, winners in 1991 and 1999, became
the first nation to win the crown three times and
avenged their loss to Japan on penalties in the 2011 final.

Lloyd, 32, scored a 13-minute hattrick opening with
her first after just three minutes on the pitch at
Vancouver’s BC Place Stadium with the second coming
two minutes later, and her third after 16 minutes. “I was
on a mission today,” said Lloyd, whose teammates Lauren
Holiday (14) and Tobin Heath (54) also found the net.

Yuki Ogimi got one back on 27 minutes for the Asian
champions with their second coming thanks to a 52nd-
minute own-goal by US defender Julie Johnson, in what
was the highest-scoring final ever in the women’s tour-
nament.

“It’s unreal, it just hasn’t sunk in yet,” Lloyd said. “I’m
mentally fried. “We knew that if we took it to Japan they
would get nervous on the pitch.” Coach Jill Ellis said her
only thought after the early goal-fest was: “Pinch me,
wake me up!”

“We’d talked about starting fast, and I just knew that
the players could deliver. “These players were born for

the big moments,” she added. “I envisaged us winning
the trophy. I think five (goals) is a dream come true.” 

It was the third meeting between the two teams in a
major championship with the Americans winning the
Olympic gold ahead of Japan in 2012, when Lloyd scored
both goals in a 2-1 win. The stunned ‘Nadeshiko’ were in
disarray just minutes into their title defence.

GOLDEN BALL 
Wearing the captain’s armband Lloyd, who was one of

three US players to miss a penalty in the 2011 final, got
her first two goals from set pieces as she delivered a per-
formance that saw her presented with the Golden Ball
award as the tournament’s best player.

The player from New Jersey picked up Megan
Rapinoe’s low cross from the right to tap in. Two minutes
later the Japanese defence was in meltdown when Lloyd
again found her way through following a freekick.

To euphoric chanting of ‘USA, USA, USA’ from the
53,341 fans in the packed stadium, Holiday got a third
just before the quarter hour mark with a volley after a
weak defensive header from Azusa Iwashimizu. And just
two minutes later Lloyd completed her hattrick with a
stunning shot from the half-way over the head of a
stunned Ayumi Kaihori in the Japan goal.

Japan coach Norio Sasaki said he had tried to warn his
players of the danger posed by midfielder Lloyd, who
was playing up front alongside Alex Morgan, but his
shouts were drowned out by the crowd. “I tried to tell
them but they couldn’t hear me,” he said. “Miss Lloyd, she
always does this to us. In London she scored two and
here she scored three.

“We’re really embarrassed, but we really respect and
admire her, she deserves the golden ball.” Japan captain
Aya Miyama was devastated. “Coming first and coming
second are very different, so I am very sorry (we didn’t
win),” she said, as tears streamed down her face. “It was a
tough game, but everyone did best for the team.”

‘A LEGEND’ 
Japan’s players huddled together to try and regroup,

as they struggled to contain the livewire midfielder, who
netted six goals in the tournament, equal with Germany’s
Celia Sasic.

But the Houston Dash midfielder raced forward again,
looking surprised as she missed a chance for a fourth on
17 minutes as she fired just wide.

Ogimi lifted Japanese spirits in the 27th minute as she
got one past Hope Solo-whose work in the US goal
earned her the Golden Glove award as top keeper of the

tournament.
Sasaki brought on experienced midfielder Homare

Sawa, the heroine of Japan’s 2011 campaign, after 33
minutes in place of tearful Iwashimizu who had to be
comforted on the bench.

Kozue Ando, who broke her ankle in Japan’s opening
game, and underwent surgery at home was back in
Vancouver on the sidelines. She was given a piggy back
ride onto the field by reserve goalkeeper Erina  Yamane
at halftime.

But even her presence could not lift Japan, despite
getting a goal back when Johnston inadvertently headed
a cross into the back of her own net.

But just two minutes later Heath got her first goal of
the tournament, as she picked up a cross from Morgan
Brian following a corner.

US star Abby Wambach came on for the last ten min-
utes, with Lloyd handing her the captain’s armband.  “I
wanted her to put the armband on because she’s done so
much for our team. It’s her last World Cup and she’s a leg-
end,” said Lloyd.

Veteran Christie Rampone, at 40 the oldest player in
the tournament and the only player remaining from the
1999 squad, came on for the last five minutes of the
contest.  — AFP

US demolish Japan to win World Cup

LONDON: Richard Gasquet reached the
Wimbledon quarter-finals for the sec-
ond time with a stormy win over
volatile Nick Kyrgios yesterday while
Vasek Pospisil became only the third
Canadian man to make the last-eight.

French 21st seed Gasquet defeated
Kyrgios 7-5, 6-1, 6-7 (7/9), 7-6 (8/6) in a
controversial clash to avenge a second
round loss to the temperamental
Australian in 2014.

The 29-year-old, a semi-finalist in
2007, will face either third seed Stan
Wawrinka or Belgium’s David Goffin for
a place in the last-four after winning a
last-16 clash at the majors for just the
third time in 19 attempts. For Kyrgios,
who has delighted and enraged
Wimbledon in equal measure, it was
another topsy-turvy encounter.

He ‘tanked’ the third game of the
third set after arguing with umpire
James Keothavong over a code viola-
tion for swearing, a gesture which
brought boos from the crowd.

If his actions are deemed to be an
act of deliberately not trying, then he
could face a heavy fine. The 20-year-old
Kyrgios had a set point in the fourth set
before his 10th double fault of the
match handed victory to the
Frenchman.

“He was a little bit angry, a little bit
frustrated, I saw that,” said Gasquet of

the incident in the third set.
“Sometimes it happens. He’s not the
only one to do it. Even the best players
in the world did it in the past.”
Unseeded Pospisil became only the
third Canadian man to reach the quar-
ter-finals with a 4-6, 6-7 (4/7), 6-4, 6-3, 6-
3 win over Serbian 22nd seed Viktor
Troicki.

The world number 56 won his third
five-set match in four rounds and goes
on to face either 2013 champion Andy
Murray or Croatia’s big-serving Ivo
Karlovic for a place in the semi-finals.

Pospisil follows Robert Powell (1908,
1910 and 1912) and Milos Raonic (2014)
as the only Canadian men to have
reached the last-eight at the All
England Club.

Later yesterday, defending champi-
on Novak Djokovic will face South
African 14th seed Kevin Anderson in
the fourth round, defending a 4-1
career lead. Anderson won their first
meeting in 2008 but since then the
world number one has been on top,
winning the next four without drop-
ping a set, including a straight sets win
at Wimbledon in the second round four
years ago. Roger Federer, 33, chasing a
record eighth Wimbledon and 18th
major, faces Spanish 20th seed Roberto
Bautista Agut, who was voted the most
improved player of 2014. — AFP

Gasquet, Pospisil into 
Wimbledon last-eightLONDON: Serena Williams sank her sister Venus in a battle of the all-con-

quering Wimbledon titans yesterday as Maria Sharapova dug deep to join
the world number one in reaching the quarter-finals.

The Williams sisters have won the title five times each out of the last 15 at
the All England Club but it was Serena who triumphed in their first Grand
Slam clash since the 2009 Wimbledon final.

Meanwhile, 2004 Wimbledon champion Sharapova, 2012 beaten finalist
Agnieszka Radwanska and two-time Grand Slam winner Victoria Azarenka
also booked their places in today’s quarter finals. All eight Wimbledon quar-
ter-finalists from last year are out of the tournament, while Serena and
Sharapova are the only two from the world’s top 12 who are still standing.

US duo Madison Keys and Coco Vandeweghe, Switzerland’s Timea
Bacsinszky and Garbine Muguruza of Spain also made it to the last eight.

Serena secured her 14th win in 26 clashes with Venus and the sisters
hugged at the net after the match on Centre Court finished 6-4, 6-3.

Playing each other “definitely doesn’t get easier”, Serena said. “I was out
there, I thought, wow, I’m 33 and she just turned 35. I don’t know how many
more moments like this we’ll have. I plan on playing for years but you never
know if we’ll have the opportunity to face each other.”

As for the match, “it was really good for me to get it done in straight sets
and just put this behind me and move forward”, she said.

The 20-time Grand Slam champion remains on course to completing the
feat of holding all four majors at the same time, having the US, Australian
and French Open titles under her belt.

Serena faces Azarenka, the 2012 and 2013 Australian Open champion, in
the quarter-finals after the Belarusian 23rd seed saw off the in-form Belinda
Bencic, on a career-high ranking of 22, 6-2, 6-3.

Sharapova endured her toughest test so far but still made it through to the
quarter-finals with a 6-4, 6-4 win over Kazakhstan’s unseeded Zarina Diyas.

The Russian fourth seed won Wimbledon 11 years ago but has only made
it past the fourth round once since 2006. “I thought I’ve been doing good but
as we all know, it only gets tougher from here,” the Siberian said. “It’s a great
position to be in. I lost at this stage last year so was extremely happy to go a
round further.” She faces Vandeweghe in the quarter-finals after the US world
number 47 edged out Czech sixth seed Lucie Safarova, last month’s beaten
French Open finalist, 7-6 (7/1), 7-6 (7/4). Vandeweghe had never been
beyond the third round of a Grand Slam before this year’s Wimbledon.

While Serena, Sharapova and Azarenka have 27 Grand Slam titles
between them, there are no major winners at all in the bottom half of the

draw, where 13th seed Radwanska is the highest-ranking player still standing
after Caroline Wozniacki crashed out.

The Danish fifth seed, blew her chance to make the quarter-finals with a
6-4, 6-4 defeat to 20th seed Muguruza. Wozniacki, who has been the world
number one despite never having won a Grand Slam, was the only top 12
player left in the bottom half of the draw.

Wozniacki has now reached the fourth round at the All England Club five
times without ever progressing. Muguruza will face Bacsinszky for a place in
the semi-finals. The Swiss 15th seed, who reached her first Grand Slam semi-
final at the French Open, recovered from a terrible start to beat world num-
ber 48 Monica Niculescu of Romania 1-6, 7-5, 6-2.

Polish 13th seed Radwanska booked her spot in the quarter-finals with a 7-
5, 6-4 win over Serbian 28th seed Jelena Jankovic. Former world number one
Jankovic had knocked out defending champion Petra Kvitova in the third
round. Radwanska faces 21st seed Keys in the quarter-finals. The 20-year-old,
an Australian Open semi-finalist earlier this year reached the last eight with a
3-6, 6-4, 6-1 win over Belarusian qualifier Olga Govortsova. — AFP

Serena wins sister duel,
Sharapova grinds through

LONDON: Serena Williams of the United States makes a return to
Venus Williams of the United States, during their singles match
against at the All England Lawn Tennis Championships. — AP


