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WASHINGTON: Former Baltimore Ravens star Ray
Rice is waging an unrelenting crusade to get back
on the field nearly a year after being booted from
the National Football League — along with his $35
million contract — over a heinous case of domestic
abuse.

Videos of the 28-year-old, two-time Pro Bowler’s
workouts have been sent to NFL teams, as Rice
crosses his fingers that executives will give him a
second chance.

General managers are wringing their hands con-
templating whether Rice can still deliver on the
gridiron and, if he were signed, would he be an
unwanted distraction off the field, NFL analysts say.

“Ray Rice deserves a chance to prove he’s a quali-
ty individual,” said Rick “Doc” Walker, a retired nine-
year NFL veteran and member of the 1983 Super
Bowl champion Washington Redskins.

“I say that because prior to the incident with his

fiancee, he showed he was a great guy in the com-
munity... On the field, his body of work will have to
command some attention.”

Rice became the poster boy for the NFL’s domes-
tic abuse problems when he delivered a one-punch
knockout to his fiancee during a fight in an Atlantic
City casino elevator in February 2014.

NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell suspended
Rice for two games but when video of the punch
went viral, he suspended the running back indefi-
nitely and the Ravens released him.

After the public saw the video, Goodell was
excoriated by the public for the light penalties he
customarily gave to players who committed domes-
tic violence. The sharp criticism led to a strengthen-
ing of the sanctions and an overhaul of the league’s
Personal Conduct Policy.

Although Rice took the case to federal court and
had his suspension overturned in November, no

team has yet offered Rice a roster spot.
Rice, a six-year NFL veteran who possesses a

combination of speed, quickness and strength, con-
tinues to sit by the phone with training camps set
to begin next month. His agent, Todd France, has
been contacting teams looking to get Rice a tryout.

Rita Smith, a former executive director of the
National Coalition Against Domestic Violence and
now a consultant to the NFL, said Rice deserves a
second chance - with conditions.

“He’s paid a pretty huge price just because his
particular case was so much more public than any-
one else’s,” she said.

“This is probably his last chance, if he gets one.
It’s up to him whether or not he makes the best of
this. He needs to show that he’s learned something
about the actions that he took that night.”

Former NFL player Walker said Rice’s chance to
re-enter the league could be hurt by the changing

nature of the game, where running backs are not
the hot commodity they used to be. Also, Rice sat
out last season and his 2013 campaign was the least
productive of his career.

Sally Jenkins, a Washington Post columnist who
writes on women’s issues, said Rice “deserves the
same chance that any other working person does.”

“We give people second chances all the time, if
they ’ve completed programs and therapies,
whether you’re a Hollywood executive, an NFL play-
er or a hedge-funder ... I don’t think you can deprive
someone of their entire career and their livelihood
based on a one-off.” Six-time Pro Bowler Adrian
Peterson, the 2012 NFL MVP, was welcomed back to
the Minnesota Vikings last month after sitting out
all but one game last year over legal issues for
whipping his son with a tree switch as a form of dis-
cipline. “The better player always gets the benefit of
the doubt,” said Walker. — Reuters

Rice still waiting for another shot at the NFL

WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS: Danny Lee poses with the trophy after winning the Greenbrier Classic golf tournament. — AP

WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS: A week ago at the
Travelers Championship, Danny Lee became so dis-
appointed with his driver that he gave it to a young
fan in the middle of the final round and walked
away. On Sunday, his new one worked pretty well.

Nearly eight years after becoming a U.S.
Amateur champion at age 18, Lee earned his first
PGA Tour win at The Greenbrier Classic in a four-
man playoff.

Lee won in his 98th tour event when he parred
the second hole of Sunday’s sudden-death playoff,
eliminating David Hearn after Kevin Kisner and
Robert Streb faltered on the first playoff hole.

“I kind of felt like I was playing good but not
good enough to win a golf tournament,” Lee said.
“But this week for some reason I just felt right. I was
hitting my driver really good, my irons really good.”

Lee, Hearn, Kisner and Streb were tied at 13
after four rounds on the Old White TPC course. And
Lee admits he suddenly became nervous.

“My head was blank, and I was just trying to
breathe,” he said. For good measure, Lee said his
caddie, Kurt Kowaluk, put the piece of paper indi-
cating his playoff starting position into a mock
wishing well on the par-3 18th tee. “He put it in
there so I can win it,” Lee said.

By then, Lee had his focus back. “I felt ready,” he
said. “I felt like I could really win this thing.” The

South Korean-born New Zealander earned $1.2
million and became the ninth first-time winner on
the tour this season. He jumped from 57th to 15th
in this week’s FedEx Cup points race.

Lee, Hearn, James Hahn and Greg Owen earned
spots in next week’s British Open at St. Andrews.
There also were four spots handed out a week ago
at the Travelers Championship and one more is
available this week at the John Deere Classic.

Lee was competing in his 27th event this sea-
son, including his eighth in nine weeks. He is trying
to qualify for the international team for the
Presidents Cup in October in South Korea. He was
47th in the standings after The Greenbrier Classic.

“I never get tired of playing golf,” Lee said. “I
mean, it’s my job, and I just love doing it, and I’m
just happy to be out here every week.”

Kisner shot a 6-under 64 to get to the club-
house first at 13 under. Hearn (67) and Lee (67)
birdied the par-5 17th to join the playoff.

Streb shot 65 by making five birdie putts on the
back nine with a 56-degree wedge after breaking
his putter on the ninth hole when he tossed it at
his bag next to the green. “It hit the bottom of the
bag and the (putter) head went flying,” Streb said.
“It was not my intent, but that was what happened.
And so I said, well, let’s see what we can do with a
wedge.” He three-putted No. 17 for bogey, but got

in the playoff with a 6-foot birdie at No. 18. Streb
was allowed a replacement putter for the playoff,
but he never got to use it after missing the green.

Lee and Hearn made birdie putts on the first
playoff hole, also eliminating Kisner, who lost in a
playoff for the third time this season.

On the second playoff hole, Hearn drove behind
a tree on No. 17th and made bogey. “That was
probably the only bad tee shot I hit all day,” said
Hearn, still looking for his first PGA Tour win in 164
events. “I’ve just got to keep giving myself chances
like this, and it’s going to happen soon.”

Lee also missed the fairway, but reached the
green in three shots and two-putted from across
the green for par. “All I can say is wow,” Lee said. “I
finally did it.” It marked the third playoff in the tour-
nament’s six-year history and was the 14th on the
PGA Tour this season. Russell Henley shot 63 and
finished fifth at 12 under.

Tiger Woods started the day seven shots behind
the leaders, shot a bogey-free 67 and said he made
some “nice strides” heading into the British Open.
“Best I’ve hit it in a long, long, long time,” Woods
said. “I had full control over all clubs. This could have
been one of those special rounds.” Woods broke a
streak of 55 consecutive rounds with at least one
bogey. It was his first time under par in a final round
since the 2013 Tour Championship. — AP

Lee clinches Greenbrier 
Classic in 4-man playoff

LONDON: Rory McIlroy’s defence of golf’s British Open
and a keenly-anticipated contest with American Jordan
Spieth was thrown into doubt yesterday when he
revealed he had ruptured an ankle ligament while play-
ing football with friends.

“Total rupture of left ATFL (ankle ligament) and asso-
ciated joint capsule damage in a soccer kickabout,”
McIlroy wrote on his Instagram account.

“Continuing to asses extent of injury and treatment
plan day by day. Rehab already started...working hard
to get back as soon as I can,” he said, alongside a pho-
tograph showing him standing on crutches with his left
ankle in a heavy surgical boot.

McIlory’s showdown with double major winner
Jordan Spieth was expected to be the highlight of the
Open, which takes place at St Andrews on July 16-19.

McIlroy, who won last year’s Open at the Royal
Liverpool course, Hoylake, may also be doubtful for his
scheduled defence of the US PGA Championship title
next month.

The 26-year-old Northern Irishman is the current
world number one and has won four major titles, the
2011 US Open, the 2012 PGA Championship and, in
2014, the British Open and the PGA Championship. 

He is one of only three men, along with Jack
Nicklaus and Tiger Woods, to have won three majors by
the age of 25.

After a strong start to the 2015 season, he showed
signs of fatigue when he missed the cut at two succes-
sive events in May and said that, after five successive
tournaments, he needed to take a break. McIlroy has
injured his ankle playing football before. He suffered a
similar, but less severe, problem in December 2013
after which he revealed: “I was off my ankle for about a
week over New Year.” 

He was due to play in the Scottish Open this week as
part of his preparations for the Open. McIlroy was out
of contention to win at the two majors won by Spieth
this year. At the Masters, in April, he was four strokes
adrift and at the US Open he was five shots back and
finished tied ninth. — Reuters

BEIJING: Poorly attended news confer-
ences, a meagre global social media foot-
print and lack of much obvious enthusi-
asm on the ground; Beijing looks like an
improbable front-runner to win the right
to host the 2022 Winter Olympics.

With Oslo dropping out of the race
last year, citing worries over costs and
the lack of popular support, Beijing,
which hosted the 2008 Summer Games
to wide acclaim, is left facing the Kazakh
city of Almaty. Almaty previously bid for
the 2014 Winter Olympics, but did not
make the final shortlist of three cities.
Those Games were eventually awarded
to Sochi in Russia.

Unlike in the weeks ahead of the 2001
decision to award the 2008 Olympics to
China when Beijing buzzed with excite-
ment, just weeks ahead of the July 31
decision on 2022 there is little sign of
Olympic ardor, aside from a few posters
in the subway.

Despite its sporting prowess at the
Summer Games, China is not a winter
sports power, and won only nine medals
at the 2014 Sochi Games, ranking 12th
overall. Summer Games are also general-
ly considered a bigger event than the
winter equivalent. Even so, the govern-
ment appears to be setting expectations
low for the public reaction should Beijing
win the decision.

In 2001, crowds thronged Tiananmen
Square and city streets in an outpouring
of joy, following a win seen by many
Chinese as a sign that their country was
finally getting the respect it deserved on
the global stage as a rising power.

“I’ve really not thought about this. I’m
in charge of news and publicity, so it

should be something I’ve thought of. But
I’ve not,” bid spokeswoman Wang Hui
told reporters last week when asked if
public celebrations, or watching the deci-
sion on big screens around the city, were
being considered.

Whipping up popular and media
interest in the immediate run-up to the
decision has proved a tough task. At that
same news conference with Wang, only a
handful of international media attended.
Another briefing last month similarly fea-
tured few foreign reporters.

The official Twitter account for Beijing
2022 has 872 followers. Its Facebook
page has just 502 “likes”. Both sites are
blocked in China, underscoring another
challenge; whether Beijing will, or can,
really unblock the Internet for the
Games, as they have promised.

The government says more than 90
percent of the population supports the
Winter Games, news that has drawn deri-
sion on Chinese social media sites.

“I strongly oppose this. It will all be
man-made snow, it won’t be environ-
mentally friendly and it is a waste of our
taxpayers’ money,” wrote one user on
Weibo, China’s answer to Twitter.

The issue of human rights hangs over
the bid too. Tibetan groups have written
to the International Olympic Committee
(IOC) saying Beijing has no right to host
the Games due to its poor rights record.

Last month Tibetan protesters shout-
ing “No more bloody Games again” burst
into a Chinese presentation to the IOC in
Switzerland. The government con-
demned them and said the incident
would not shake its resolve to host the
Games. — Reuters

McIlroy suffers ankle injury 

WASHINGTON: Rory McIlroy, of Northern Ireland, watching his tee shot on the fifth
hole in this file photo. — AP

Beijing favorite for 
2022 Winter Games

PARIS: Bernd Wiesberger of Austria kisses the trophy after he won the French Open
Golf tournament at Paris National course. — AP

VERSAILLES: Bernd Wiesberger won the
biggest title of his career at the French Open
on Sunday, producing a mid-round birdie bar-
rage that blew apart a top-class field.

The 29-year-old Austrian started the last 18
at Le Golf National alone in third, three shots
adrift of leader Jaco van Zyl.

A quiet start by him was followed by an
hour’s suspension of play due to thunderstorm
activity and when Wiesberger resumed, sparks
began to fly. Five birdies in six holes from the
fourth propelled him into a four-hole lead over
the field going around the turn and he never
looked like being caught after that.

He punched the air in triumph when a 15-
foot birdie putt went in at the last to give him a
13-under total of 271, three strokes clear of
England’s James Morrison, who took second
after a 67. It was the third European Tour title of
his career, the two others both coming in 2012,
and it sets him up nicely for a crack at the
British Open in St Andrews in two weeks time.
Two shots further back in third came South
African van Zyl, who had taken a two-stroke
lead into the final round but could only man-
age a 73. Former world number one Martin
Kaymer of Germany placed fourth after a 70
left him six shots adrift of Wiesberger, with
Spain’s Rafa Cabrera-Bello in fifth two further
shots back.

Wiesberger’s win came as no huge surprise
to many on the circuit as he has been one of
the most consistent performers on the
European Tour over the last year and had four
top-five finishes this season to his name.

He played in the Masters earlier this year
and tied for 22nd, but failed to make the cut at

last month’s US Open. “Well, I just hit a great
shot down the fourth before the (thunderstorm
suspension) horns were blowing and they took
us off the course,” he said.

“I liked my yardage and had a good shot in
there and had some momentum building,
chipped in, held a long putt. “I felt really com-
fortable out there. Had a great weekend, only
one bogey, 66, 65, that’s not a bad score.”

Morrison, who won the Spanish Open earli-
er this year, said that all credit was due to
Wiesberger for not allowing any of the chasing
pack to really challenge him down the closing
stretch. “Bernd played too perfect today. He
won the golf tournament today, simple as that.
He played fantastic,” he said. Kaymer, the 2009
French Open champion, got to within three
shots of Wiesberger going down the back nine,
but he left himself with too much to do over
the tough four-hole closing stretch and ended
with a double-bogey six. “My plan was really
not to play (the tournament) at the beginning
because I thought I needed to practise a little
bit more to get ready for The Open, but that
was the best preparation I could have had,
especially playing in the last few groups today,”
the two-time major winner said. 

It was a disappointing day for Victor
Dubuisson, seeking to become the first home
winner of the French Open since Thomas Levet
in 2011. Starting the day level with Kaymer at
four shots off the pace, he had stressed the
need for a strong start, but got just the oppo-
site by dropping a shot at the first and then
taking a triple-bogey seven at the seventh
which ended his hopes. He eventually had a 75
to place in a tie for 12th. — AFP

Wiesberger bags
French Open


