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Sabah had told the IS leaders that he had to borrow a vehi-
cle since he never owned one. Sabah was contacted again the
day before the attack, and was told to meet someone wearing
a light brown dishdasha and red ghutra (head dress) at a hotel
located in Farwaniya governorate at 7:00 am Friday to carry
out the attack. After picking him up from the hotel, Sabah
took the man, identified later as Fahad Al-Gabbaa (Saudi) to
his house, then to Sulaibiya Co-op Society and then back to
his house again. 

There, the suicide bomber was equipped with the explo-
sive belt, and wore it under a ‘loose dishdasha’ - then put on a
white ghutra and Iqal (head rope), the source explained. The
duo then drove to the targeted mosque, where Sabah gave an
explanation to Gabbaa on the steps he learned from IS on
how to detonate the explosive belt. He then told him to go -
reassuring him that he would go to Heaven. Gabbaa came out
of the car that was parked 150 meters away from the mosque,
and was able to sneak into the mosque and blow himself up.
After that, the driver fled to Sulaibiya, where he called the IS
leaders to inform them that the operation was carried out suc-
cessfully, the sources said.

Meanwhile, the sources said that the driver was ‘terrified’
after the attack. He immediately called his brother and asked
for a place to hide, saying that ‘suppression and raids’ were
expected to take place in the aftermath. His brother gave him
shelter at an apartment he owns in Salmiya, where the two
spent the night with the owner’s four friends. Sabah had left
the car which contained Gabbaa’s clothes and the icebox in
Sulaibiya before heading to the apartment. The following day,
he went to Riqqa where he rented an apartment in a house
owned by Fahad Shukhayyer. State security officials arrested
him and his wife the moment he entered the house, and
referred him to investigations where he confessed in detail

about the operation, and revealed the involvement of the car
owner and house owner and their connection to the Islamic
State.

26 people, including six women have been arrested as
investigation continues. The driver had confessed that the
video footage for the entire operation had been taken using
both his and suicide bomber’s phones, according to sources.
Taking the video footage and sending them to IS leaders in
Syria and Iraq was a main condition before carrying out the
attack, the driver confessed, adding that the video documen-
tation process began the moment Gabbaa arrived in Kuwait.
He was then recorded while wearing the explosive belt. Sabah
confessed to all charges, but argued that the other suspects
knew nothing about the operation. The female suspects, one
Pakistani and six bedoon, admitted providing assistance and
shelter, as well as destroying the devices used in recording the
video. All suspects are still in custody.

Meanwhile, the suspects’ confessions revealed their con-
nection with other suspects who funded IS through fundrais-
ing campaigns they held in Kuwait. The Public Prosecution
confronted the suspects who said that the Imam Al-Sadiq
mosque’s operation was ‘Kuwaiti-funded.’ They used funds
that were transferred to IS through a merchant that owns cur-
rency exchange offices in the United Arab Emirates.

Attorney General Dherar Al-As’ousi had told Al-Qabas and
Al-Jarida dailies that investigations are expected to finish ‘faster
than expected’ to allow the suspects to stand before court as
soon as possible, saying that the Public Prosecution will
demand ‘maximum punishment’ for the suspects. He pointed
out that suspects outside Kuwait have been identified; while
some people identified as their relatives have been charged.
Reports quoting a security official had stated that Kuwait was
considering charging more than 40 people in connection with
the deadly attack. Kuwait has beefed up security at worship
places in the aftermath of the attack. — Agencies 

Bomber’s driver opens up; connects...
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Early last year the government, which backs the fight
against Syria’s President Bashar al-Assad but regards
some of the jihadist groups in the opposition as a threat,
decreed tough sentences for any citizens who joined the
cause themselves. “I was just one of the young guys who
went to fight. My cousin’s mother was Syrian so I wanted
to help,” said a 25-year old with dark flowing hair and a
cheerful face sitting up in bed in the prison’s hospital
wing. He was shot in the back by a sniper in Syria’s Idlib
province after spending two years with Nusra Front and
is paralyzed from the waist down. Like other inmates, he
was forbidden by the prison authorities from giving his
name to visiting reporters.

Young fighters
Many of the prisoners sitting on benches in an exer-

cise yard, in the prison hospital, in the library or in
shared cells, were young and fresh faced. They said they
had gone to Syria by themselves after watching news
reports and social media propaganda. One group, enjoy-
ing the night air in a courtyard with high walls and astro-
turf floor, included a 17-year old with braces still on his
teeth and an 18-year old who had started travelling to
Syria before changing his mind and turning himself in.

Sitting with them was a slight, bearded 27-year old
from Al-Kharj, just south of Riyadh, who spent six
months fighting with the Muhajirin, a jihadist group for-
merly associated with Islamic State. He chose to return
because he was worried about his wife and daughters,
and was arrested on arrival in Jeddah airport, he said. “It
was news and videos online that convinced me to go to
Syria. I went from Riyadh airport to Egypt and then, after
three days, on to Istanbul. Then I flew to Hatta and the
smugglers were waiting there at the airport, asking for
money to take us across to Syria,” he said.

Another member of the group, who was older and
smiled less, had spent 10 years in Afghanistan. He was

from an earlier generation of Saudi militants whose
motives also included a desire to help fellow Muslims,
but whose goals were more explicitly anti-Western and
rooted in religion. In a psychiatric clinic in the medical
block, a handcuffed prisoner with white skull cap was
from the same generation. He had spent 11 years in
prison, convicted of terrorism, and had two still to serve.
When he rose to shake hands, his skin was clammy and
very cold.

New tactics
Unlike Al-Qaeda a decade ago, Islamic State does not

have an elaborate network of members inside Saudi
Arabia, said Mustafa Alani, a security analyst with close
ties to the Saudi Interior Ministry. Instead it plans attacks,
like the two May suicide bombings at Shiite mosques,
from abroad and then communicates electronically with
sympathizers inside the kingdom who provide logistical
help to its few trained, committed operatives. 

The technique means attacks are less likely to come
off because they rely on less-skilled people, but also
makes it harder for the authorities to use arrests to roll
up an entire group of militants, Alani said. Several of the
bearded young men in the cell block were there not for
trying to fight in Syria but for performing just such
menial logistical assistance to fugitives or other suspect-
ed militants, such as giving them shelter or money.

They are now used to the long prison corridors of
grey tile and whitewashed walls, the pervasive smell of
sweat and cleaning fluids and the food delivered in plas-
tic wrappings through a slot in the cell door. After
release from the prison, they will go through Saudi
Arabia’s militant rehabilitation program, courses with
psychiatrists and religious sheikhs that starts within the
security prison itself. Down another empty corridor a
glimpse into one of the half dozen occupied interroga-
tion cells showed a stocky, handcuffed man, his blind-
fold around his neck, waiting to be interviewed.  For him,
the gates of Ha’er prison are still opening —  Reuters

Saudi jail - home to new wave of jihadis  

Continued from Page 1

We may not keep on with the same pace and zeal of
Ramadan, but we have to carry on even if we experience
fluctuations. We can do this by means of:

1. Seeking Allah’s support, beseeching Him Almighty to
guide us to the right path and help us remain steadfast in
faith.

2. Reading the Quran and contemplating it is not only for
Ramadan, rather it is for all times. “Whoever recites ten vers-
es in qiyam will not be recorded as one of the forgetful.” (Al-
Mundhiri)

3. Observing optional fasting after Ramadan. The days in
which optional fasting is recommended are:

(i) (Fasting six days during the month of Shawwal.
Prophet Muhammad said that: “Whoever fasts Ramadan and
follows it with six days from Shawwal it is as if they fasted
the entire year.” (Muslim, 1164)- (ii) Fasting the day of ‘Arafah,
9th of DhulHijjah, provided that the person is not offering
Hajj. (iii) Fasting the 10th of Muhrram, and if possible the 9th
and the 11th days of the same month. (iv) Fasting as many
days as possible during the month of Sha’ban. (v) Fasting
during the months of Ragab, DhulQi’dah, DhulHijjah, and
Muharram. (vi) Fasting on Mondays and Thursdays. Deeds

are shown (to Allah) on Mondays and Thursdays, and I like
my deeds to be shown when I am fasting.” (At-Tirmidhi, 747)
(vii) Fasting the 13th, 14th, and 15th of every lunar month.

4. Keeping on offering optional night Prayer.
5. Keeping on taking care of the poor and the needy.
6. Keeping on offering additional acts of worship.
7. Keeping on performing dhikr a lot and asking Almighty

Allah for forgiveness.
8. Avoiding the prohibitions and illegal practices.
In conclusion, the good deeds of a Muslim should contin-

ue and extend throughout the year. Allah (SWT) says, “And
worship your Lord until the certainty (death) comes to you.”
(Al Hijr; 99). We do not know when we’ll meet the Angel of
Death.”O Allah, Who turns the hearts, keep our hearts stead-
fast upon Your Deen”. I ask Allah to accept from us and you
our fasting, prayers and all righteous actions, that our condi-
tion after Ramadan be a better one, that the state of our
Ummah improves. May Allah (SWT) shower us with bless-
ings, forgive our sins and grant us all Paradise. Amen!

Courtesy of the TIES Center: The TIES Center is the social
and educational hub for English Speaking Muslims in
Kuwait. For more information, please call 25231015 or e-
mail info@tiescenter.net or visit www.tiescenter.net.

Keeping holy month ‘alive’
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AFP could not confirm if the casualties were all
civilians, and there was no immediate explanation
from the coal it ion leadership in Saudi  Arabia.
Another air strike targeting a rebel-held government
building in adjacent Aden also hit a nearby home and
killed five residents, a provincial official there said.

The Saudi-led coalition began a campaign of air
strikes against the Houthis and their allies in March

after the insurgents seized Sanaa and then advanced
south, forcing the government to flee to Riyadh. More
than 21.1 million people-over 80 percent of Yemen’s
population-need aid, with 13 million facing food
shortages. Upwards of 2,800 people have been killed
in Yemen since March, according to UN figures. Saleh,
who ruled for 33 years before being forced from pow-
er in 2012 after a bloody year-long uprising, threw the
suppor t of  his  loyal ists  in the army behind the
Houthis. — AFP 

Saleh’s party HQ bombed; 46 die

Continued from Page 1

His neighborhood friend Hassan Munshi is still believed
to be fighting alongside Islamic State militants.

‘Places of peace’   
Some point the finger at local mosques, with Dewsbury’s

Zakaria mosque, where both Munshi and Asmal worshipped,
coming under the microscope. “If they had a show of hands
in the Zakaria mosque... as to who thought Talha Asmal was a
martyr... I think I know what way the vote would go,” said
local journalist Danny Lockwood, author of a book called
“The Islamic Republic of Dewsbury” that angered many in the
town’s Muslim community.

The mosque sits modestly among the sandstone terraced
houses of Savile Town, the bustling epicenter of Dewsbury’s
20,000-strong Muslim population. Around the corner is the
huge Markazi mosque, the home outside Saudi Arabia of the
Tablighi Jamaat movement, where Khan, the eldest of the
2005 attackers, worshipped. Between 97 and 99 percent of
Savile Town’s residents are Muslim, most of them descended
from Indian and Pakistani immigrants who began arriving in
the 1950s when it was still a centre for the wool industry. 

Despite teaching conservative strains of Islam, locals
strongly deny the mosques are to blame. “The mosques have
never preached about hatred. They are places of peace
where people go to pray and that’s it,” said worshipper
Rizwan Essat. Law student Adam Zaman added: “There are
bad crowds in terms of violence, drugs. “But bad crowds, in
terms of recruiting and extremist views, it’s just not like that.”

On a drive around the streets of Savile Town, clogged with

shoppers searching for a bargain before the day’s end of
Ramadan fasting, local councilor Masood Ahmed defended
the mosques. During a stop-off at a friend’s fabric shop, he
called on parents and schools to be more vigilant about
youngsters’ Internet surfing habits. Home Secretary Theresa
May recently asked parents to report “radicalized” children to
police, and new laws now force schools to tackle the prob-
lem.

But many warn such actions risk further polarizing com-
munities and fostering an air of permanent suspicion. A
source with knowledge of anti-radicalization initiatives said
government programs had “often done as much harm as
good”, despite using up large amounts of taxpayer money.
Zaman said change should come from the community. “You
need role models, whether that’s someone doing well in
sport or business,” he said at his home west of the town cen-
tre. Zaman himself is an example of local leadership as cap-
tain of the Palestine All Stars five-a-side football team, which
was set up as part of a local council program and became
national champions.

The town has no shortage of other success stories, having
produced Conservative lawmaker Sayeeda Warsi, numerous
entrepreneurs, cricketers and rugby superstar Sam Burgess.
“Although you have the fundamentalist side here, you also
have a lot of people who work hard and want their kids to
achieve,” Lockwood told AFP during a drive past Savile Town’s
“Millionaire Row”.  But for every success there is a shadow.
Lockwood turns a corner and points out a red-brick home. It
was from here that Khan, a 30-year-old father of one, set off
on the morning of July 7 to detonate a bomb on an under-
ground train, killing six people. — AFP

bombers force soul-searching in British...
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On Saturday, Sisi made a surprise visit to North Sinai, where in
an address to troops at a camp whose location was not disclosed
he said the region was now “totally stable”. The jihadists say their
attacks are in response to the bloody repression launched by the
authorities after Morsi’s ouster, which has seen at least 1,400 peo-
ple killed and thousands more jailed. Most of the attacks on the
security forces are claimed by a group calling itself “Sinai Province”.
Formerly known as Ansar Beit Al-Maqdis, it changed its name
when it pledged allegiance to IS last November. 

Disputed anti-terror law
Rattled by attacks on its soldiers and the assassination of the

top prosecutor, Egypt is set to pass sweeping legislation critics say
grants police impunity, censors media and further restricts free-
doms. President Sisi is expected to approve the law this week,
after pledging tough measures against militants who have bedev-
iled the country since the army’s ouster of his Islamist predecessor
Mohamed Morsi in 2013.

The former army chief has led an extensive crackdown on the
Islamist opposition and militants, vowing to eradicate Morsi’s
Muslim Brotherhood movement and jihadists. But one year into
Sisi’s rule, his government was stunned by the assassination of
state prosecutor Hisham Barakat on June 29. Barakat’s killing in a
car bombing was followed by large-scale attacks on soldiers in the
Sinai Peninsula, prompting the cabinet to rush through the law
over the objections of rights groups. “It’s a disaster to see the state
pass such a law in an atmosphere charged with calls for revenge,”
said Gamal Eid, a lawyer who heads the Arabic Network for
Human Rights Information.

Article 33 of the cabinet-approved draft law stipulates a mini-
mum two-year prison sentence for anyone who reports casualty
tolls from militant attacks that stray from government figures. The
law came partly in response to coverage of militant assaults on
soldiers in the Sinai on July 1. The military said 21 soldiers were
killed in the attacks, after several media outlets reported higher
tolls from security officials. “This is a dangerous article that violates

the constitution,” the Egyptian Journalists Syndicate said in a state-
ment. “It violates the reporter’s right to seek information from vari-
ous sources... it allows the executive authorities to act as censors,
and the judges of truth,” it said.

‘A duty to protect’   
Government officials say the wording of the provision requires

proof of “intent” and “malice” when reporting figures that contra-
dict official statements. “The government has a duty to protect cit-
izens from false information,” Justice Minister Ahmed Al-Zind said,
arguing that the law should not be seen as “a restriction on media
freedoms”. The new legislation also appears to grant police and
soldiers impunity when carrying out “anti-terrorism” operations,
saying they cannot be held criminally liable for the use of force.
Hundreds of soldiers and policemen have been killed in militant
attacks since Morsi’s overthrow, while at least 1,400 people, mostly
Islamists, have been killed in a police crackdown on protesters.

While policemen have largely been cleared of wrongdoing in
the deadly crackdown, the law would grant them further protec-
tion from prosecution over abuses, critics say. Legal expert and
lawyer Shaaban Said said police officers were already protected
from prosecution over acts of violence committed in self-defense.
“The fear is that this law could allow police officers to act exces-
sively or use disproportionate force against suspects,” he said. The
draft law stipulates death sentences for the founders and finan-
ciers of vaguely defined “terrorist” groups, and five-year prison
terms for promoting “terrorism” on social media.

Egypt’s courts have already sentenced hundreds of Islamists to
death in swift mass trials, although most have won appeals. Seven
people have been executed. At Barakat’s funeral, Sisi asserted that
“the arm of justice is chained by the law”. “We’re not going to wait
five or 10 years to try the people killing us,” he said, asking judges
present to speed up the process. The draft law would reduce the
number of appeals allowed to defendants, and set up special ter-
rorism courts to expedite their trials. But a judiciary council has
asked the government to reconsider the proposed use of special
courts before Sisi passes the law, saying that criminal courts can
handle such cases. — Agencies 

Egypt kills 241 Sinai militants 


