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QUITO: Pope Francis wrapped up the first day
of a grueling three-nation South American
trip Sunday after greeting tens of thousands
of jubilant people who lined the streets of
Quito. The journey, which will also see Francis
travel to Bolivia and Paraguay, is the first visit
by a pontiff to Ecuador in three decades.

The pope’s spokesman estimated that
500,000 people massed in the capital and
thronged the roadsides to catch a glimpse of
the pontiff as he took his Popemobile into the
city, waving and smiling to the jubilant
crowds. Some threw confetti and danced as
he cruised past, others waved the flag of
Argentina, the pope’s home nation. 

The 78-year-old pontiff had jetted in a
short while earlier aboard an Alitalia passen-
ger plane, in a sign of the austere simplicity he
has sought to bring to his office.  Still smiling
despite losing his skull cap just seconds after
emerging from his plane and as the winds ruf-
fled his cassock, he was met on the tarmac by
a beaming Ecuadoran President Rafael Correa
and the pair shared a warm embrace.

Holy diplomatic mission 
Indigenous children wearing traditional

outfits lined the lengthy red carpet, while an
orchestra played. Francis shook the children’s
hands or kissed each of them, as a consider-
able security detail kept at a discreet distance.

Before leaving the airport, the pope reported-
ly allowed fans to take selfies with him.  Then
after nightfall, he made a surprise appearance
to bless the faithful crowded outside the Holy
See’s diplomatic mission where he is staying,
and used a megaphone to implore the crowd
to go home “and let others sleep.”

The papal visit coincides with a time of
political tension in Ecuador, with Correa facing
growing calls to leave by some of the biggest
anti-government demonstrations to shake the
country in recent years. Pope Francis, who reg-
ularly wades into political issues, urged Correa
to promote “dialogue and participation with-
out exclusions.” Turning to the dominant
theme of his eight-day visit, he added:
“Progress and development must ensure a
better future for all, paying special attention to
our most vulnerable brothers and the most
vulnerable minorities, which are the debt that
Latin America still has.” Vatican spokesman
Federico Lombardi meanwhile told reporters
that Francis has “the spiritual culture and
social awareness characteristic of Latin
America.”

‘Authentic’ 
The pope’s last visit to South America was

a triumphant trip to Brazil in 2013 that culmi-
nated with three million people gathering in
Rio de Janeiro along Copacabana beach for a

mass at the end of a Catholic youth festival.
Most of the world’s 1.2 billion Catholics hail
from Latin America, despite the rising popu-
larity of evangelical beliefs and practices in
recent years. During the trip, Francis is due to
deliver no fewer than 22 speeches and catch

seven flights covering a total of 24,000 kilo-
meters. All three of the countries he is visiting
are predominantly Catholic and have been
marked by a long history of poverty and
inequality mostly afflicting indigenous popu-
lations.

Francis, the first Jesuit pope, will give a
Holy Mass to be broadcast in eight lan-
guages in the southwestern city of
Guayaquil. “I love the pope’s sermons. I am
among those who admire Saint Francis of
Assisi, and I love him because he is authentic,”
said homemaker Maria Criolla, 44, speaking
in front of a church in Quito. Criollo, whose
grandson bears the pope’s name, plans to
sleep in the capital’s Bicentennial Park yester-
day to make sure she misses nothing of a
mass today expected to draw three million
faithful. Francis will also meet Bolivian leader
Evo Morales and Paraguay’s President
Horacio Cartes.

Falling numbers 
Since he was elected pope in March 2013,

Francis has become an outspoken advocate
for the poor and on social and environmental
issues.  Last month, he urged the world to act
quickly to prevent “extraordinary” climate
change from destroying the planet. Francis
also called for “solidarity and peaceful coexis-
tence” in Colombia and Venezuela. Bogota is
seeking to end a decades-old leftist insur-
gency, while Caracas is struggling with politi-
cal and economic upheaval. It is his ninth trip
abroad but only the second visit to Ecuador
by a pope.  John Paul II traveled to the coun-
try in 1985. — AFP 

Pope wraps up first day of South American trip

LONDON: To lose your sister. Your son. Your legs. Ten
years after the suicide bombings that killed 52 people on
the London transport network, survivors and the loved
ones of those who died are still angry, grief stricken and
scarred. But they share a resolve to move forward, to
deny the extremists victory by getting on with their lives.
Here are a few of their recollections about the day the
capital’s morning commute was rocked by bombings
that crippled three Underground trains and ripped the
top off a double-decker bus.

My second life
On July 7, 2005, Gill Hicks boarded the Underground

at King’s Cross and observed etiquette unique to the
Tube. Commuters stand millimeters from other passen-
gers without really looking at them. She didn’t notice the
bomber. But she knows now she was standing inches
from him when he detonated his backpack on the
Piccadilly Line. “I think there’s a very clear demarcation
line,” said Hicks, who lost both legs below the knee.  “So
for me July 7, 2005, was the end of life number one, and
everything I knew in life number one, and the beginning
of a very fortunate position to have the gift of a second
life.” Life number two began when Hicks awoke in the
hospital. Chillingly, her arm bracelet labeled her “One
Unknown.” She said it made her see the brilliance of
humanity, as she had been rescued in dangerous condi-
tions from wreckage miles underground.

“What those words said to me on my arm bracelet
was that people risked their lives to come and save one
unknown - to come and save as many one unknowns as
they could.” she said. “And to me that is humanity,
because they weren’t selective. It didn’t matter whether I
had wealth or no wealth. Whether I had a faith or no
faith. What the color of my skin was. Indeed what my
gender was. Nothing mattered other than I was a pre-
cious human life.”

Hicks, 47, went from being a workaholic designer to a
motivational speaker who also runs the charity M.A.D.P
(Making a Difference) for Peace. The organization tries to
connect people globally and encourage them to think of
peace as a verb - an act of individual responsibility
accomplished daily. Hicks said people have a responsibil-
ity to unite against global extremism and destructive
ideologies. But that doesn’t mean she isn’t angry. She’s
furious in fact. She wonders how the taking of her legs
and the loss of innocent lives has furthered anyone’s
cause. She tries to use the anger as fuel for her projects -
jet propellant to keep her motivated and moving for-
ward. She believes she has no choice but to celebrate the
fact that she is here - every day. “As I stand here before
you now, I can’t feel the ground,” she said of the sensa-
tion of hovering on artificial limbs. “I’ve had to learn how
to accept that I can’t feel the ground, but I am still
upright. And that’s a real ongoing skill, a new skill that
I’ve had to learn over the last 10 years.”

‘Am I going to allow them to terrorize me?’
Esther Hyman was at work as a medical secretary in

Oxford when she heard “something was going on” in

London. Her sister Miriam, 32, who had worked as a pic-
ture researcher in publishing, was on her way to a meet-
ing in the capital. She had been evacuated from the
underground after one of the explosions.  Her father
managed to speak with her briefly. She told him she
would stop and take breather before deciding whether
to go to the meeting. When they hadn’t heard from her
by that evening, the family became agitated. Soon they
were putting up missing posters and visiting hospitals.
Four days elapsed before they learned the truth - that
she had jumped on a bus targeted in the attacks. In the
years that followed, Esther, now 46, considered her
options. She had to make a decision.

“Am I going to allow this to beat me? Am I going to
lose my life as well? Am I going to allow them to terrorize
me, as they wish to do, into submission?” Esther said. “Or
am I going to survive, with my sanity intact and do every-
thing within my arms reach to address what happened?”
Caving in wasn’t really an option. “Mim would not
approve,” she said. The family established a trust and
equipped the Miriam Hyman Children’s Eye Care Center
in Odisha, India. It seemed fitting to the family, because
Miriam got glasses as a teenager and was shocked at
what she had been missing. She was very visual, and was
fascinated to better see things in nature, such as the intri-
cacy of leaves.

Together with the University College London
Institute of Education, the trust has also developed an
educational program that uses Miriam’s story and her
family’s reaction to her death to prevent young people
from being drawn into extremism of any kind. Launched
this week, the trust hopes educators around the world

will use the program, giving young people an alternative
narrative to extremism. Really, it’s all about choices. And
making the right ones. “They took away Miriam’s life,”
Esther said. “But they cannot take away the time we had
with her and what we choose to do in response to losing
her in that way.”

It is never over
Stavros Marangos remembers the silence. One of

the first London Fire Brigade members to respond to
the bus attack in Tavistock Square, he was struck by
how the usual traffic, bustle and chatter had disap-
peared - replaced only by sirens wailing in the distance.
“There was just an eerie quiet,” he said. His superiors
warned that there might be secondary explosive
devices, and said that anyone who didn’t want to get
off the fire engine was free to stay. No one did. “It was
like a scene from a war film,” he said. “There were
unidentifiable body parts strewn all over the place.”
One person was still alive on the bus, but there were no
more stretchers. Crews used the top of a desk to move
the survivor into the courtyard of the nearby British
Medical Association, where doctors had gathered to
help the injured.

Ten years on, he can’t get it out of his head. “Day to
day, when you are busy, when you are engaged doing
things, it’s way in the background. But every now and
again, it just creeps up,” he said. “I’d like to give you a
quotation I heard from a film about the Detroit Fire
Department. There was a 32-year veteran who was
retiring and he coined the phrase ‘I wish my head could
forget what my eyes have seen.’”— AP 

Touched by tragedy: Survivors 

and siblings recall 7/7 terror
Angry, grief stricken and scarred 

QUITO: Pope Francis greets Ecuadorean natives upon arrival at the Mariscal Sucre
international airport. — AFP

JOS:  At least 44 people were killed in twin
bomb blasts in the central Nigerian city of Jos,
the emergency services said yesterday, after a
wave of mass casualty attacks blamed on Boko
Haram militants. Sunday’s bombings took the
death toll from raids, explosions and suicide
attacks to 267 this month alone and to 524 since
Muhammadu Buhari became president on May
29, according to an AFP count.

The former army general has repeatedly
vowed to crush the Islamists and is eyeing the
deployment of a strengthened regional force at
the end of this month to deliver a hammer blow.
But with the death toll rising, attacks increasing
and the military seemingly unable to prevent
attacks on civilians, he will be under pressure to
act fast.

Mosque hit 
Sunday’s blasts happened within minutes of

each other at a shopping complex and near a
mosque in the religiously divided capital of
Plateau state, which the rebels have targeted
before. “At the moment we have 44 dead bodies
and 47 others injured from the scenes of the two
attacks,” Mohammed Abdulsalam, from the
National Emergency Management Agency
(NEMA) told AFP.

Umar Abubakar, who was at the Yantaya
mosque for the “Tafsir” or Quran commentary
session, said a number of attackers opened fire
from outside at about 9:20 pm (2020 GMT).
“They fire an RPG (rocket propelled grenade) at
the mosque but it hit a metal bar on the facade
and exploded,” he said. “Many people were killed

and injured from the shooting and the explo-
sion. “It was a miracle I escaped because I can’t
explain how it happened.” Daybreak showed the
mosque pockmarked with bullet holes and
stained with blood, while footwear, books and
other personal items were strewn on the
ground.

Restaurant attacked 
The second attack targeted the packed

Shagalinku restaurant in a shopping complex
on the Bauchi Road, which is popular with trav-
elers from the northeast. Local resident
Mohammed Shafi’i, who is a regular at the
restaurant, said the whole neighborhood shook
from the blast and he counted 25 bodies,
including four waitresses.

“The restaurant was badly damaged. Bits of
human flesh, blood stains, plastic tables and
chairs and all sorts of personal items litter the
place,” he said. The carnage in Jos followed a sui-
cide attack on a church in the northeastern city
of Potiskum on Sunday, which left five people
dead, including the pastor, a woman and her
two children.

Last week, Islamist militants fighters raided a
number of villages around the Lake Chad area,
killing more than 150 worshippers as they
prayed in mosques. Buhari said on Sunday that
Boko Haram, which has allied itself to the
Islamic State group in Syria and Iraq, had
“declared war on all that we value”. He promised
to do “everything possible to eradicate Boko
Haram, terrorism and mindless extremism from
Nigeria in the shortest possible time”.—- AFP 

Butchery in Nigeria’s Jos 

adds pressure on Buhari

BEIJING: Chinese President Xi Jinping, Russian
President Vladimir Putin and other leaders will
discuss the threat the Islamic State group poses
in Afghanistan at a Eurasian security summit in
Russia this week, a Chinese official said yester-
day. Xi travels to the Russian city of Ufa for a
summit on Thursday and Friday of leaders of
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO),
which groups China, Russia, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.

It will be preceded by a meeting of leaders
of the BRICS group of emerging economies-
Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa.
“Due to the spillover effect of the Islamic State
terrorist activities, Afghanistan now faces a
grim security situation,” Chinese vice foreign
minister Cheng Guoping told reporters. SCO
leaders “will certainly have in-depth discussions
on the Afghan issue”, he added. “And they will
talk further about how to respond to the securi-
ty situation there.”

China is seeking business interests in
Afghanistan and is sensitive to any spillover of
Islamic-inspired extremism from the country,
which has a short border with its mostly
Muslim western region of Xinjiang.
Afghanistan’s militant Taleban are seeking to
halt defections to IS after some insurgents
adopted its flag to rebrand themselves as a
more lethal force as NATO troops depart the

country.
Last month the Taleban warned the leader

of IS group against waging a parallel insur-
gency in Afghanistan, after reported clashes
between militants loyal to the two groups.
Afghanistan has “observer” status in the SCO,
along with India, Iran, Mongolia and Pakistan,
according to the group’s website.

Security co-operation 
The summit will begin procedures for India

and Pakistan to join the group as full members
after their candidatures were approved last
year, Cheng said. The acceptance of the
nuclear-armed rivals-which have fought three
wars since independence from Britain in 1947
and jockey for influence in Afghanistan-would
mark the SCO’s first expansion since its incep-
tion in 2001. Cheng shrugged off any concerns
over their tense relations, saying membership
“will not only help the organization become
better but will also play a productive role in
promoting friendly relations between the two
countries”. He also said that China remained on
guard against the East Turkestan Islamic
Movement (ETIM) it says foments unrest in
Xinjiang among the region’s ethnic Uighurs,
though many analysts outside China have
questioned whether any large scale organiza-
tion of the kind exists.—AFP 

Eurasian security summit to

discuss spreading IS threat 

JOS: The burnt First African Church Mission of Jos is pictured yesterday in the central Nigerian
city of Jos, Plateau State, after a twin bomb blasts killed at least 44 people the day before, fol-
lowing a wave of mass casualty attacks blamed on Boko Haram militants. —AFP 

LONDON: A memorial dedicated to the 52 people that were killed during the 7/7 terror attacks in London is cleaned in London’s Hyde Park. —AFP photos 

Gill Hicks, (left) a survivor of the 7/7 London terror attacks, embraces police constable Andrew
Maxwell outside Kings Cross Station. 


