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PHOENIX: Don’t let the party bus fool
you, New England’s Rob Gronkowski
takes his role as one of the NFL’s premier
tight ends seriously. And you can be sure,
the Seattle Seahawks will be taking him
seriously, too, when they line up against
him on Sunday in Super Bowl 49.

Big, powerful yet deceptively elusive,
Gronkowski has bounced back from
injury to become a key target for quarter-
back Tom Brady, and a man Seahawks
defenders know they’ll have to stop.

“That’s their playmaker,” Seattle safety
Kam Chancellor said of Gronkowski, who
had 82 catches for 1,124 yards and 12

touchdowns in his most productive sea-
son since 2011. “That’s their go-to guy.”

His performance is a testament to his
determination, since he’s rehabbed
injuries in each of the past three seasons,
including a slow return from the knee
injury that halted his 2013 campaign.

“I definitely don’t take the game for
granted anymore,” Gronkowski said. “It’s
an honor to be out there on the field with
my teammates and all. “Throughout the
whole year, especially this time of the
year, going to the Super Bowl, being out
on the practice field, helping my team do
its job and just going out and practising

hard. I’m super excited for this game
Sunday.” But unlike many of his col-
leagues, Gronkowski seems excited by
the whole Super Bowl package.

He’s happy to hold court for the
media, just as he’s happy to take the rib-
bing that ensues in the locker room after
high profile photo shoots-whether they
include cuddly kittens or more racy shots
involving a strategically placed smiley
face. “There have definitely been some
blown-up shots posted in the locker
room posted in his locker-of him, usually
not with many clothes on,” Patriots run-
ning back Shane Vereen said. “It’s all

good fun and he takes it and he loves it
and it’s cool.” Gronkowski thinks some
fans fascinated by his extracurricular
activities lose sight of his dedication.

“People kind of underestimate the
hard work and dedication that goes into
the week to get prepared for the games
on Sunday.” But with that hard work pay-
ing off, and the party bus always parked
just around the corner, even the Patriots’
billionaire owner Robert Kraft has a feel-
ing it’s good to be Gronk. “In our next life
a lot of people might want to be Gronk,”
Kraft said. “because he never has a bad
day.”— AFP

Fun-loving ‘Gronk’ a serious Super Bowl threat

DUBAI: Rory McIlroy’s driving radar mal-
functioned early in his opening round at
the Dubai Desert Classic yesterday but he
showed why he is the world’s number one
golfer by recovering to shoot a 66.

“I didn’t hit a fairway till my eighth hole
but I scored well for those holes,” the four-
times major champion told reporters after
his six-under-par effort. “I can’t really com-
plain with a 66 to start. I feel like I’ve start-
ed off this tournament pretty well the last
few years and it’s another good one ...
something to build on.”

The Desert Classic holds special memo-
ries for McIlroy because it was the first
European Tour victory he picked up six
years ago. “Compared to when I first won

here in 2009 my golf game is much better
and the sort of score I shot this morning
just comes a lot easier to me these days,”
said the 25-year-old Northern Irishman.

“Managing my game and knowing how
to shoot a score is kind of second nature
now whereas back then 66 would have
been a really good score for me. These
days it’s sort of what I expect of myself.”

McIlroy was accompanied by Ryder
Cup team mate Martin Kaymer (67) and
Englishman Andy Sullivan (65), winner of
this month’s South African Open.

“It was the best day of my life out there
playing with these guys and I just enjoyed
so much watching Rory and Martin play,”
said Sullivan after setting the early pace

with fellow countryman Lee Westwood
and Belgian Nicolas Colsaerts.

“It was absolutely fantastic and to play
the way I did in their company was bril-
liant.” Stephen Gallacher, who made his
Ryder Cup debut in September and is
chasing a hat-trick of Desert Classic wins,
holed out from a greenside bunker on his
way to a 66.

“This round is a statement that I don’t
want to give the trophy back without a
fight but then it is only the first round and
I still have three rounds to play,” said the
Scot. Former British Open champion Louis
Oosthuizen withdrew from the tourna-
ment before teeing up because of back
problems.  — Reuters

McIlroy shoots 66 despite 
Dubai driving radar being off

SYDNEY: Australia’s former British Open winner Kel Nagle
died yesterday, aged 94. Tributes began flowing in after the
PGA of Australia released a statement saying golf’s oldest-liv-
ing major winner had passed away at a Sydney hospital.

“I heard the news this morning...and it’s always very sad
when one of the legends of the game passes away,” world
number one Rory McIlroy told Reuters at the Dubai Desert
Classic.

“I do know a little bit of his Open win at St. Andrews in
1960 when he beat Arnold Palmer so it will be sad occasion
this year for everyone heading back to the Old Course,” added
McIlroy, who won last year’s British Open at Hoylake.

“But then I’m sure there will be a few glasses raised in
Nagle’s memory at the Former Champions Dinner.” Brian
Thorburn, chief executive officer of the PGA, said golf had lost
a “champion of our game.”

Nagle was one of Australia’s most successful and popular
golfers, winning 81 professional titles in his long career,
including at least one every year between 1949 and 1975.

His finest moment came in 1960 when he won the
Centenary British Open at age 39, beating Arnold Palmer by a
stroke at St.  Andrews. He also finished runner-up at the 1965
US Open, beaten by Gary Player in an 18-hole playoff and was
inducted into golf’s Hall of Fame in 2007.

“His name was one of the first I remember seeing when I
was handed the Claret Jug in 2010 at St. Andrews,” recalled
South African Louis Oosthuizen.

“Then when I had time to look more closely at all the
names of those who won the trophy at St. Andrews there was
Mr. Nagle’s name, so it’s kind of special to me, even though it
is very sad, to know he and I both won on the Old Course.”

Double Open Champion Ernie Els also expressed his con-
dolences. “I’m sorry to here Kel passed away as he one of
th�e legends of the game and what he achieved at St.
Andrews in 1960 was remarkable given Arnold’s (Palmer)
reputation at the time,” he said in Dubai. “He was a great
champion and I’m sure Australian golf, and golf in general, is
poorer for his passing.” — Reuters

DUBAI: Stephen Gallacher of Scotland plays a shot during the first round of the 2015 Omega Dubai Desert Classic yester-
day in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. Three of the top-five ranked players in the world head a stellar field assembled for
this week’s Dubai Desert Classic. — AFP 
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OCALA: Azahara Munoz of Spain watches her ball fly from
the 10th tee during the first round of the LPGA Coates Golf
Championship at the Golden Ocala Golf and Equestrian
Club in Ocala, Fla. on Wednesday. — AP


