
PARIS: Hundreds of thousands of people
defiantly rallied throughout France yester-
day in solidarity with victims of this week’s
Islamist attacks, while the wanted widow
of one of the gunmen was said to have
left the country. The massive rallies came
on the eve of a historic march set for Paris
in tribute to the 17 victims of the three-
day killing spree, and security forces were
mapping out a major deployment aimed
at preventing fresh violence.

World leaders including British Prime
Minister David Cameron and German
Chancellor Angela Merkel were to attend
todday’s march in support of France, bad-
ly shaken by the violence. Security levels
were kept at France’s highest level, with
the widow of one of three gunmen killed

in a fiery climax to twin hostage dramas
on Friday still on the loose. But a police
source revealed that 26-year-old Hayat
Boumeddiene, the “armed and danger-
ous” partner of Amedy Coulibaly who
took shoppers hostage in a Jewish super-
market, was not in France at the time of
the killings.

Coulibaly shot dead a young police-
woman on Thursday and then took the
shoppers hostage Friday, and while police
had suspected Boumeddiene may have
had a role in her partner’s violent acts, she
was likely in Turkey then, the anonymous
source said. The source, who declined to
be named, said investigators were check-
ing whether she was now in Syria.

Continued on Page 13
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Govt mulls new visas, fees • Influx of 300,000 workers seen

KUWAIT: The government is considering a plan to adjust
the demography of the state, informed sources have
revealed. The sources said that the proposal Minister of
Social Affairs and Labor and Planning Hind Al-Subaih will
present to the Cabinet includes setting a quota for each
nationality, while seeking the opinion of the Fatwa and
Legislation Department since Kuwait is committed to sev-
eral international treaties. The sources said the social
affairs and planning ministries are working on a study of
the marketplace and the population structure to deter-
mine the numbers of various nationalities and their con-
centration in certain professions.

Meanwhile, the Assistant Undersecretary for
Nationality and Iqama Affairs Sheikh Mazen Al-Jarrah said
bedoons are not allowed to travel to Saudi Arabia by car,
and promised an easing of the salary conditions for
reunion visas. He said iqama and visit fees will be
reviewed, and new categories of visas will be introduced.
Jarrah announced a study to reconsider fees for iqama
and visit visas, adding a technical committee has given a
proposal on the new fees that he will submit to Deputy
PM and Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-
Sabah for approval.

Sheikh Mazen said the charges under study include
increasing the fee of a government visa from KD 3 to KD
10, and raising the fee of a private sector visa from KD 3 to
KD 30. He said the charges must reflect economic changes
and make state revenues commensurate with the services
offered to individuals and companies, in addition to the
fact that it will limit iqama trade. He said Article 15 of the
iqama law will be activated so that an iqama will not be
granted to an expat whose passport is valid for less than a
year, in order to protect the expat and national security.

Continued on Page 13
TABUK, Saudi Arabia: Saudi men play with snow yesterday in the Aleghan Heights, located some 1,500 km
northwest of the capital Riyadh, after a heavy snowstorm hit parts of the Middle East. — AFP 

KUWAIT: The authorities arrested a former liberal
Cabinet minister as he attempted to leave the
country yesterday after being sentenced to a week
in jail over an article criticizing the government,
his lawyer said. Saad bin Tifleh Al-Ajmi, informa-
tion minister between 1999-2000, was detained at
the airport as he, his wife and daughter were try-

ing to leave for a pilgrim-
age to Saudi Arabia, Al-
Humaidi Al-Subaie said on
Twitter.

He said Ajmi, a profes-
sor at Kuwait University
and contributor to several
Gulf newspapers, was sen-
tenced Thursday for an
article published by the
pro-opposition Al-Aan

electronic newsletter about two years ago about
alleged government corruption. The court also
passed the same sentence on writer Zayed Al-Zaid,
who co-owns Al-Aan with Ajmi, on a complaint by
Finance Minister Anas Al-Saleh, the lawyer said.
There was no immediate report whether Zaid had
also been arrested.

Continued on Page 13
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France hunts female suspect 

Rallies held for victims • AQAP issues new threat

NICE, France: Tens of thousands of people, some holding up signs that read “Je
suis Charlie”, march during a rally along the seafront in this Mediterranean city
yesterday. — AFP (See Page 10)

MAIDUGURI, Nigeria: Two explosions rocked north-
east Nigeria yesterday, including one by a female sui-
cide bomber thought to be just 10 years old who
blew herself up in a crowded market, as the US con-
demned a bloody spike in Boko Haram violence. At
least 19 people were killed at the Monday Market in
the Borno State capital, Maiduguri, at about 12:40 pm
when it was packed with shoppers and traders.  Hours
later, a suspicious vehicle that had been stopped at a
checkpoint outside the city of Potiskum, in neigh-
bouring Yobe, exploded at a police station as its driver
was being taken in for questioning. A police officer
accompanying the car and the driver were killed, an
officer said. Potiskum has been a repeated target for
militant violence. 

The US State Department said Boko Haram’s recent
escalation of attacks on civilians “shows no regard for
human life” and called for those responsible to be
brought to justice. “The United States abhors such vio-
lence, which continues to take a terrible toll on the
people of Nigeria and the broader region, including
Cameroon,” it added. Boko Haram were seen as
behind the attack in Maiduguri as it has increasingly
used women and young girls as human bombs in
their deadly campaign for a hardline Islamic state.

Civilian vigilante Ashiru Mustapha said the blast
happened as the girl was being searched at the
entrance to the market. “The girl was about 10 years
old and I doubt if she actually knew what was
strapped to her body,” he told AFP. Witness Abubakar
Bakura said: “The blast split the suicide bomber into
two and flung one part across the road. 

Continued on Page 13
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The tail of the AirAsia QZ8501 passenger plane lies on the deck of the
Indonesian Search and Rescue (BASARNAS) ship Crest Onyx after it was recov-
ered at sea yesterday.  — AFP 

ABOARD KRI BANDA ACEH, Indonesia:
The mangled tail of an AirAsia plane that
crashed with 162 people on board was lift-
ed out of the Java Sea yesterday, but with-
out the crucial flight recorders, Indonesian
authorities said. The Airbus jet went miss-
ing in stormy weather on Dec 28 as it flew
from the Indonesian city of Surabaya to
Singapore, killing all aboard. The wreckage
of the tail, which contained the black box
data recorders that are essential to explain-
ing the disaster, was found in the seabed
10 days after the crash.

The 10-m-long stretch of mostly man-
gled metal was finally lifted on to a tug-
boat vessel on Saturday using giant bal-
loons and a crane, but there was no sign of
the black boxes. “It’s definite that the black
boxes aren’t there,” S B Supriyadi, a director
with the National Search and Rescue
Agency, told reporters after the tail had
been inspected. The black boxes are seen
as important because they should contain
the pilots’ final words as well as various
flight data.

However Supriyadi said the boxes were
still emanating ping signals and were
believed to be buried in the seabed close
to where the tail was found, about 30 m
under the surface. Supriyadi said divers,
from an elite Marines unit, would continue
scouring the sea for the black boxes. “The
challenge is that these sounds are very
faint. If a ship passes by, the sounds will be
drowned out. So we really need calm
waters,” he said.

To aid the tracking of the signals,
Supriyadi said the engines of the warships
involved in the search operation would be
turned off today. Search efforts also involv-
ing foreign naval ships continued through-
out yesterday for other parts of the plane’s
wreckage, as well as for the bodies of the
passengers and crew. Just 48 bodies have
been found so far, according to Indonesian
authorities. There was no success on
Saturday in finding the cabin part of the
plane where most of the passengers were.

“We strongly intend to find other parts
of the plane as we are confident that the
victims’ (bodies) are still trapped in there,”
Indonesian military chief Moeldoko told
reporters. All but seven of those on board
were Indonesian. The non-Indonesians
were three South Koreans, one
Singaporean, one Malaysian, one Briton
and a Frenchman - co-pilot Remi Plesel.

The Indonesian meteorological agency
has said weather was the “triggering factor”
for the crash, with ice likely damaging the
engines of the Airbus A320-200. Before
take-off, the plane’s pilot, Captain Iriyanto,
had asked for permission to fly at a higher
altitude to avoid a major storm. But the
request was not approved due to other
planes above him on the popular route,
according to AirNav, Indonesia’s air traffic
control. In his last communication, the
experienced former air force pilot said he
wanted to change course to avoid the
storm. Then all contact was lost, about 40
minutes after take-off. — AFP 

AirAsia jet tail lifted, 

no black boxes found

LAS VEGAS: The TV of the future may not be
a rectangle, but a sphere. Some visitors to the
2015 Consumer Electronics Show got a peek
at this new way to view 360-degree video.
The new viewing experience was shown as
part of a collaboration among several part-
ners including French video software firm
Ateme and British-based Pufferfish Displays,
which makes the spherical projection mod-
ule. Although 360-degree video can be
viewed on a standard television or tablet, the
spherical module adds a new dimension, said
Mike Antonovich, the Ateme general manag-
er for the Americas. This “can augment the
experience of viewing a live concert or sport-

ing event,” Antonovich said.
Using the sphere makes the viewing an

interactive and collaborative experience, said
Geoff Kell of Pufferfish. “It will be an addition
to the viewing experience, but it also has
great value as a data visualization tool” for
research or other purposes, Kell said. Ateme
and its partners recently produced the first
live 360-degree broadcasts using the trade-
mark LiveSphere. “You can view from differ-
ent angles, so if you are watching a concert
you might want to be part of the audience,
and then switch to be part of the band,”
Antonovich said.

Continued on Page 13

Future TV a sphere?

LAS VEGAS: Ateme general manager Mike Antonovich
demonstrates the LiveSphere 360-degree television
system on Friday. — AFP 
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By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: The Love Life Voluntary Group yesterday distrib-
uted free meals to passersby and workers despite the
cold and overcast weather by the seaside in Salmiya.
Fourteen of the group’s members gave out the meals

from noon to 5:00 pm. “We prepared 450 meals for poor
workers and laborers to help bring a smile to their faces.
We brought the meals in two lots, as it’s better to have
them fresh and warm,” Amal Juma told Kuwait Times yes-
terday.

“We prepared the meals at home, and bought the

ingredients from the amount we collected from the mem-
bers. It’s not easyto stand in this cold, windy and rainy
weather to distribute the meals, but these poor workers
also have to work in this weather. So we want to make
them happy when receiving the meal, which includes
fruits and sweets besides a main dish,” she added.

—Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Free food distributed to workers at Salmiya seaside

‘Love Life’ group defies cold weather Weekly Wrap-up

Martyrs’ remains 
A special team recently started an operation in the

southern desert areas to search for remains of Kuwaitis
killed during the 1990/91 Iraqi invasion. The team con-
sists of members from the Interior Ministry’s criminal
evidence directorate and Kuwait’s national committee
for the missing and POW affairs, sources said. The opera-
tion was put together based on information that a mass
grave where Kuwaiti citizens were buried after being
executed by Iraqi troops could be present in the area,
according to the sources. A 50-m-long trench has been
dug so far without finding any remains. —Al-Watan

Arson suspect identified
A Ministry of Education employee burned a safe at

the ministry’s building in order to cover the evidence
after he embezzled KD 2,000, according to investiga-
tions in the case reported last week. Detectives were
reportedly able to identify the suspect, a Kuwaiti man
working in the ministry’s financial department, after
checking surveillance camera footage which showed
him commiting the crime. Investigations are ongoing
in search for the suspect who remains at large, as he
failed to report back to work after his leave ended on
Jan 3, 2015, said sources familiar with the investiga-
tions. — Al-Watan 

Expats relieved of duty
The Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor terminated

the services of 105 expatriates with at least 30 years of
service working in various ministry departments,
Undersecretary Abdulmohsen Al-Mutairi said. The step
comes following instructions of Minister Hind Al-Subaih
to implement a law that sets the maximum tenure of
service at state departments at 30 years. — Al-Qabas

Unified price plan canceled
The Ministry of Commerce and Industry abandoned

plans to unify commodities’ prices at local co-operative
societies, according to a recent report. Instead, the
ministry formed a committee to renegotiate prices
with several supply companies in comparison with
prices at other department stores, according to
sources. They said this step comes in the aftermath of
lifting kerosene and diesel subsidies. — Al-Qabas

Average water

consumption

increases

KUWAIT: The average daily water consumption in Kuwait
hit 386 million imperial gallons last year, up by two percent
compared to 2013 that recorded an average of 374 million
gallons a day, according to a senior Ministry of Electricity
and Water official. The numbers indicate that Kuwait
recorded an average consumption increase of 12 million
imperial gallons, said Mohammad Bushehri, assistant
undersecretary for operating and maintaining water. The
statistics are also reflective on the increase in consumers
added to the network in areas like Masayel, Mahboula,
Sabah Al-Ahmad and Bnaider chalets, he added. — Al-

Double grilling
MP Saleh Ashour is preparing grilling drafts against two

ministers with no set date, informed sources said. The first
grilling would be filed against Minister of Information and
Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Al-Hmoud
Al-Sabah, and revolves around the information ministry’s
strategy, the sources said. The other grilling targets
Minister of Education Dr Bader Al-Essa over education of
bedoons and the latest appointments of cultural attachÈs,
the sources added. — Al-Qabas

Retirees’ health insurance
Health insurance for retired citizens will go into effect

during the last quarter of 2015, Health Minister Dr Ali Al-
Obaidi said. The law would cover 105,000 retired citizens at
a total cost of KD 100 million, Obaidi added, further indi-
cating that health insurance companies would soon be
allowed to bid for providing healthcare to retirees. Under
the new law, retirees would have the option to get medical
services at any private hospital or clinic at the govern-
ment’s expense, Obaidi explained. — Al-Jarida

Shuwaikh slaughterhouse
Minister of Communications and State Minister of

Municipality Affairs Essa Al-Kandari urged people to avoid
using the Shuwaikh slaughterhouse, which is being shut
down over health concerns. He said in a recent statement
that procedures will be taken to demolish the Shuwaikh
slaughterhouse. In the meantime, consumers are advised to
use alternatives slaughterhouses. The decision to demolish
the Shuwaikh slaughterhouse is based on an Environment
Public Authority (EPA) report which indicates that asbestos
was used in the old building’s construction. —Al-Rai

KUWAIT: Iranian Minister of Economic Affairs and Finance Dr Ali Tayeb-Nia in a group photo with members of the Kuwait-Iranian Friendship Association. — KUNA photo

Iran to develop ‘people-to-people relations’ with Kuwait

KUWAIT: Iranian Minister of Economic
Affairs and Finance Dr Ali Tayeb-Nia
stressed the importance of the Kuwait-
Iranian Friendship Association in develop-
ing bilateral ties. The two countries must
further develop their cooperation and rela-

tions on all levels, said the Minister during a
banquet held in his honor by the
Association yesterday.

Meanwhile, Tayeb-Nia noted that both
countries are working on resolving all
issues that could affect the development of

their ties, adding that Iran aims to cooper-
ate with Kuwait on a higher level in the
humanitarian field.

Secretary General of the Association
Adnan Al-Rashid on his part said that the
Association’s work was officially launched

during its visit to Tehran last November. In
addition, he noted that the visit of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to Iran mid 2014 had
great impact on the two countries relations
in every field. — KUNA

Law aims to spread

environment protection

awareness: EPA
KUWAIT: Environment Public Authority
(EPA) has confirmed that the new
Environmental Protection Act number 42 of
2014 aims to raise people awareness and
commit them to perverse the country’s
eco-system.

Deputy Director General for Technical
Affairs Mohamed Al-Enizi said yesterday
that the new law comprises nine chapters.
He added that article 16 bans those con-
cerned with different activities from imple-
menting any project or make any changes
or expansions before conducting assess-
ment of environmental impacts in accor-
dance with the EPA requirements, adding
that those who breach the law shall be
fined a minimum of KD 5,000 Kuwaiti
dinars or up to KD 50,000.

He pointed out that Article 17 also bans
any party whatsoever, whether a company
or institution or consultation office from
carrying out any work in this field without
prior consent of the EPA, or otherwise it
would be fined with the same said penalty
in article 16.

He said that Article 18 obliges all firm
owners in the country to implement all the

engineering and environmental require-
ments set by the EPA, adding that violators
shall be given the same penalty in article
16.

Article 19 obliges facilities to ensure the
safety of workers and not to subject them
to any damage caused by the emission or
leakage of contaminated materials in the
work environment, Enizi said. He stressed
that Article 19 also obliges installations offi-
cials to take necessary measures and pre-
cautions for not exceeding the safe limits
permissible for exposure to chemicals,
noise, vibration, temperature, humidity,
light, ultrasound and radiation, saying that
violators shall be fined a minimum of KD
10,000 and a maximum of KD 50,000 and
three years in prison.

He pointed out that Article 20 stipulates
that owners of facilities in enclosed and
semi-enclosed places be subjected to ade-
quate ventilation in proportion to the size
of the place, its capacity and the type of
activity being practiced in, saying that vio-
lators shall be fined a minimum of KD 10,
000 and maximum of KD 50,000 and three
years behind bars.— KUNA

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Health has
already worked out a national strategy to
prevent and control cancer diseases in
Kuwait, a senior ministry official said yes-
terday.

The anti-cancer drive will be put in
place immediately in collaboration with a
number of ministries, state bodies, non-
governmental organizations and special-
ized institutions as well as international
health agencies, mainly the World Health
Organization (WHO) and US Center for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
said Waleed Al-Falah the ministry ’s
Undersecretary for Quality and
Development.

The national strategy is based on ana-
lyzing the current situation, monitoring
relevant achievements and devising
future approaches purposed to reduce
and alleviate cancer disease burdens, he
said.

Falah listed the main aspects of the
plan as developing a cancer database,
capitalizing on world expertise in the
fight against cancer, heading off cancer
infection risks such as smoking, obesity,
inactivity and environment pollution,
raising public awareness, conducting
health surveys for early detection, using
relevant internationally recognized tools
and methods, and finally setting goals
and indexes.

Infectious diseases
Meanwhile, Assistant Undersecretary

for Public Health Affairs Dr Majida Al-
Qattan announced that a conference on
infectious diseases will be held in Kuwait

on January 16-18, under the auspices of
Minister of Health Dr Ali Al-Obaidi.

The conference, in which a number of
specialists and consultants of this field
from the Gulf and European countries
take part, aims at upgrading the skills of
medical staff, including nurses, doctors
and workers, and issuing recommenda-
tions regarding better healthcare of peo-
ple in Kuwait and across the globe, she
said in a press statement.

The event will deal with several signif-
icant topics relating to diagnosis, combat
and treat infectious diseases to cope with
the latest developments, provide an
opportunity to share information and to
know international and regional efforts
in this field, she noted.

Thanks to the concerted efforts of
medical staff on the country’s ports,
Qattan underlined the existence of a uni-
fied technical protocol which effectively
contributed to protecting the country
from the spread of such diseases like
“coronavirus” whose symptoms appeared
in some neighboring countries.

For her part, Dr Ghalia Al-Mutairi,
director of the media bureau at the
ministry, said the event would include
scientific sessions and lectures as well
as discussions and workshops aiming
at training Kuwaiti personnel in the
field of combating infectious diseases.
She underlined the importance of this
event especially amid the outbreak of
different kinds of diseases with the
onset of the 21st century caused by
some viruses like bird flu, swine flu,
corona and Ebola. — KUNA

Health Ministry adopts

anti-cancer strategy

KUWAIT: A Commercial Bank of Kuwait (CBK) team visited cleaning and construction
workers at their workplaces recently, as part of a campaign to distribute gifts to
laborers outdoors to help them deal with extreme weather conditions.

91,359 new cards issued

for illegal residents
KUWAIT: The Central Agency for
Remedying I llegal Residents’ Status
announced yesterday the issuance of
91,359 new identity cards for illegal resi-
dents, including 89,211 yellows cards and
2,148 blue ones during 2014.

Director of the cards department at the
Central Agency Tariq Mohammed Al-
Beaijan told Kuwait News Agency (KUNA)
that the cards are issued within 48 hours of
the applying for it, adding that the number
of (To Whom It May Concern) certificates
issued by the department during 2014
amounted to 11,267 in various state institu-
tions.

He added in this context that the
Central Agency delivers these certificates
to the applicant on the same day. He point-
ed out that the use of security surveillance
system when issuing new cards requests
during the same period contributed to the
discovery of 339 people holding passports
of other countries. He explained that
issuance of new cards for the discovered
persons has been suspended. He said that
the cards department undertook 2,812
criminal fingerprint transactions during the
same period through the automated fin-
gerprinting device for those who did not
make pre-fingerprint. — KUNA
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Crime
R e p o r t

Fugitive nabbed
A man wanted for six offences was arrested by

Industrial Shuwaikh police. Commander of central
area Lt Col Fahd Al-Humaidi who was inspecting
Shuwaikh industrial area along with other officers
suspected a person. When they stopped him, they
found he is a 34-year-old citizen wanted over sever-
al cases including police impersonation, theft, for-
gery and breach of trust.

Rape charges
A British expat accused her divorced husband of

having sex with her against her consent inside her
Salam residence. She said she was surprised by him
storming the house during a late hour, raping her
and leaving. Salam police are investigating.

ATM broken open
A thief took the opportunity of the guard being

away from an ATM machine in Riqqa cooperative
and broke into it, leaving a drill behind. Criminal
evidence men lifted fingerprints, and the bank was
informed to determine the stolen amount. — Al-Rai

KUWAIT: Two Asian women were rushed to the ICU
after falling from a Hawally building in their attempt to
escape. Both were rushed to hospital in critical condi-
tion. An investigation was opened in the case.

Road rage
Two women whose cars collided in Egaila blamed

each other and the verbal exchange evolved into
exchanging blows. Both went to Adan Hospital, pro-
duced medical reports and went to the police station.
Investigations are underway.

Robberies reported
Two unidentified persons stole a citizen’s wallet

which contained KD 580. The citizen who was in Subhan
was surprised by two persons, who tied him up and
removed his wallet with the money and a handicapped
ID and ran into a building. Meanwhile, a thief broke into
the car of a bedoon and stole a wallet containing KD
500. The car owner went to visit her friend in a hospital,
then when she returned, she discovered the theft.
Police are investigating. Separately, a thief broke into
the house of a citizen in Abdullah Al-Mubarak, and KD
2,000 and a recorder were stolen. Detectives are investi-
gating.

Two women hurt

in botched escape

KUWAIT: Border security officers denied
entry to a number of European nationals
of Arab descent who tried to enter Kuwait
through from Iraq recently, according to a
report.

The officers acted as per instructions
they received earlier, which give them the
authority to assess arrivals, based on
which decided to ban entrance of any sus-

picious individuals, said a security source
quoted by Al-Qabas daily yesterday. The
recent measures come also as part of
Kuwaiti authorities’ cooperation with their
Iraqi counterparts to control security on
the joint border, the source added.

Last week, Interior Ministry’s
Undersecretary Lieutenant General
Suleiman Al-Fahad stressed that every-

thing was under control at all land and
marine borders, especially north of the
country, adding that there was no reason
for concern. Security forces are closely
monitoring the latest developments and
are in constant coordination with several
military corps in the army and the national
guards, he added. Furthermore, he indicat-
ed that a constant coordination is in place

between security departments at Gulf
Cooperation Council countries in terms of
exchanging information, while Kuwaiti
security forces at the northern borders
also coordinate with their Iraqi counter-
parts. All security forces are prepared to
immediately deal with any act of hospitali-
ty and thwart penetration attempts, Lt
Gen Al-Fahad told Al-Jarida daily.

Arab-Europeans stopped at Kuwait border

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The Drugs Control General
Department in cooperation with the
coastguard found 40 kilograms of
hashish hidden in a wooden boat used
to transport sheep. The boat was placed
under surveillance for a month until it
entered Kuwait’s territorial waters. The
boat remained in the port for three days
after unloading the sheep, then a war-

rant was obtained and the boat was
stormed and the hashish found. The four
people onboard said that they had car-
ried out many such operations, and
planned to drop the drugs in the water
for a man to collect it. The suspect was
arrested in his home, and was found
using drugs during the arrest. He said he
traded in drugs on behalf of a person
outside the country. All suspects were
sent to concerned authorities.

Traffic campaign
Traffic department carried out a series

of sudden campaigns in all governorates
resulting in registering 37,357 citations,
30,737 of which are traffic fines, 1,475
vehicles were impounded as well as 25
motorcycles,  nine persons were
detained and 31 service orders were
executed.

Statistics showed that 6,023 traffic
violations were recorded in the Capital

and 202 vehicles were impounded, while
5,332 traffic violations were recorded
and 190 vehicles were impounded in
Farwaniya. There were 5,153 violations
and 395 vehicles impounded along with
25 motorcycles and eight persons
detained in Hawally. In Mubarak Al-
Kabeer,  2,032 traffic citations were
recorded and 75 vehicles impounded,
while Jahra violations were 641 and 11
vehicles impounded.

40 kg hashish found in boat

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank announced that its
red(tm) customers can now see movies
at all Kuwait National Cinema Company
(KNCC) cinemas during the weekend for
KD 1.750 instead of the usual KD 3.5,
which is a 50% discount on the normal
price. 

This latest offer is open to any red
account customers who use their red
ATM cards to purchase cinema tickets
from KNCC ticket kiosks.

Gulf Bank is committed to providing
its red customers with new and exciting
promotions that are tailored to meet

their specific needs.  The red  account is
designed for university and college stu-
dents aged 17 to 24 years old.  Amongst
other benefits, account holders receive
an ATM card and there is no minimum
deposit required to open the account or
a minimum balance charge.

To become a Gulf Bank red account
holder or to find out more of its benefits,
visit one of the Bank’s 58 branches, con-
tact the Customer Contact Centre on
1805805, or log on to www.e-
gulfbank.com, Gulf Bank’s website bilin-
gual website.

Gulf Bank’s red customers

offered 50% discount at KNCC
Discount applicable on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior

Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khalid Al-Hamad Al-Sabah

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Interior Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khalid Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah and the ministry’s Undersecretary Lieutenant
General Suleiman Al-Fahad lauded yesterday security
deployments all over the country, which they said help
maintain order and safety of both citizens and expats.

The ministry’s higher leadership has commended the
efforts exerted by all security sectors and the high level
of interaction and coordination among them, leading to
conservation of order and safety, Director of Public
Relations and Moral Guidance Department, and Acting
Director of Security Media Department Brigadier Adel
Al-Hashash said in a press statement.

Hashash stressed that the ministry spares no support
providing due technical and human potential as well as
advanced programs to enhance efficiency for the secu-
rity people. The training and specialized courses police-
men receive both at home and overseas provide them
with skills that promote performance and help fulfill
hard missions rapidly, Hashash said. —KUNA

Interior Minister

highlights security

deployments

Kuwait funds learning program for Syrian children

GENEVA: The International Organization
of Migration (IOM) and the UN organiza-
tion UNICEF recently signed an agree-
ment for the provision of a protective
learning environment for internally dis-
placed children in the governorate of
Lattakia funded by the Government of
Kuwait.

“IOM will in turn contribute 12 refur-
bished shipping containers that UNICEF
will use as classrooms for the benefit of
1,000 displaced school children”, the IOM
said in a press release from its headquar-
ters in Geneva.

The UN estimates that 7.6 million are
displaced inside Syria, of whom 3.5 mil-
lion are children. Education provides a
track of hope and support for children to
re-build their lives even in displacement
sites.

IOM’s provision of 12 refurbished ship-
ping containers to UNICEF is funded by
the Government of Kuwait and aimED to
provide displaced children with a safe
learning environment that is equipped
with gender-sensitive sanitation facilities.

The crisis in Syria has had a deep
impact on children’s lives. Twenty-five
percent of schools have been damaged,
destroyed or used as public shelters,
leaving almost TWO million children
unable to attend school across Syria,
according to Syria’s 2015 Strategic
Response Plan, due to escalating vio-
lence and indiscriminate attacks that dai-
ly place children in extreme danger.

As the conflict enters its fourth year,
there are estimates of some 2.1 to 2.4
million children in Syria who are not
enrolled or attend school irregularly
according to UNICEF’s Syria Crisis month-

ly report from November 2014. The rea-
sons are many: Insecurity, deceased or
absent teachers, or destroyed schools.
Additionally, the hardship of living for
displaced people increases the chances
of negative coping mechanisms includ-
ing child labor and forced early mar-
riages.

There are endless stories about chil-
dren giving up school to help provide for
their families and in a few cases, children
even being forced to pick up arms. “In
our partnership with UNICEF, we hope to

provide vulnerable boys and girls who
are internally displaced and are out of
school, equitable access to quality learn-
ing opportunities in a safe environment,”
stressed Moutaz Adham, IOM’s
Emergency and Support Officer.

Upon the completion of the project
IOM, along with UNICEF, will donate the
classrooms to the Ministry of Education
in an attempt to increase enrolment of
children who currently reside in Lattakia’s
Sports City, now being used as public
shelter where an estimated 7,400 inter-

nally displaced persons (IDPs) are hosted
including some 1,300 children.

IOM conversion works of the shipping
containers include preparing openings in
the walls for window and door functions,
providing windows and door panels,
thermal insulation of walls and floors, as
well as installation of electrical wiring. In
2015, IOM plans to rehabilitate partially
damaged schools in Syria in addition to
providing prefab rooms for educational
purposes meeting the needs of 41,000
affected children by the crisis. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Kuwait based
International Islamic Charitable
Organization (IICO) kicks off today a
campaign for raising relief aid and
donations to help Syrian refugees. The
earnest bid aims at alleviating refugee’s
sufferings in Syria’s neighboring coun-
tries amid a freezing winter wave
sweeping the region.

IICO Chairman, Amiri Diwan Advisor
Abdullah Al-Maatouq, urged citizens
and expats in a statement yesterday to
hurry with aid for the Syrians who are
facing severe weather conditions.

The UN Secretary-General’s Envoy
for Humanitarian Affairs demanded the
donor countries and the international
humanitarian organizations to assume
their responsibilities and launch urgent
relief programs to help the refugees
who suffer from tragic conditions, as

the host countries cannot afford due
care. Maatouq referred to field reports
showing how the refugee camps were
covered with ice, or overwhelmed by
rain water. The human conditions of
the Syrian refugees in Lebanon, Syria
and Turkey are likely to aggravate
unless “charitable and benevolent peo-
ple proceed to counter the disaster
that could lead to grave human  condi-
tions,” he said.

Easing suffering
Meanwhile, the Kuwait Red Crescent

Society (KRCS) is set to launch a new
fund-raising campaign for Syrian
refugees as of tomorrow, mainly aim-
ing to ease out their sufferings and
woes amid current bad weather condi-
tions.

The KRCS’s fresh aid effort reflects

Kuwait’s sublime positions and relent-
less support for all  brotherly and
friendly countries in the event of disas-
ters, KRCS Board Chairman Hilal Al-
Sayer announced yesterday.

“Due to the aftershocks of the cur-
rent cold wave, the KRCS has to move
immediately to fulfill the humanitarian
needs of Syrian refugees in neighbor-
ing countries,” he said. The KCRS has
mobilized its staff and volunteers to
ensure the success of the fresh fund-
raising campaign as a sign of Kuwait’s
solidarity with the Syrian people, he
added.

The KCRS chief has urged Kuwaiti
citizens and businessmen to effectively
contribute to this humanitarian relief
effort with a view to alleviating the suf-
ferings of Syrian refugees in neighbor-
ing countries.— KUNA

IICO and KRCS launch relief

campaigns for Syrian refugees Court warns detectives

of making arrests 

without warrants

KUWAIT: In an unprecedented court order, the criminal
court recently acquitted an expat who had been
charged with drug trafficking because of a mistake in
his arrest process. The court argued that the search and
arrest warrants were issued after the suspect had been
already arrested, which is a violation of the constitution
and the law. The court also explained that police offi-
cers must follow certain legal rules to protect human
rights on arresting individuals. It also warned that vio-
lating these rules not only nullifies arrest, but also
incriminates security agents doing so as per article 184
of the penal law.  The suspect, who denied trading in
drugs and admitted to drug abuse, was acquitted of
drug trafficking charges but was indicted for drug
abuse and accordingly sentenced to three years with
labor, a KD 2,000 fine and deportation after Completing
the Sentence . —Al-Jarida 
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KUWAIT: Deputy Minister of Amiri Diwan Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah (center) inaugurates Kuwait’s Fifth Heritage
Festival. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Sheikh Ali participates in a traditional ‘Ardhah’ dance.

KUWAIT: Deputy Minister of Amiri Diwan
Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah opened Friday
Kuwait’s Fifth Heritage Festival, held under
auspices of His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Speaking to reporters after the inaugu-
ration, Sheikh Ali said the patronage of HH
the Amir reflected his keenness to see
Kuwaiti and Gulf people revive their her-
itage. He said the Heritage Festival has a
different flavor this year because it is held
in the Sabah Al-Ahmad Traditional Village
off the Salmi Highway.

Amiri Diwan Advisor Mohammad
Dhaifallah Sharar said in a statement to
KUNA the support of HH the Amir to the
Traditional Village would make it a gather-
ing for traditional lovers, Kuwaiti and Gulf
families. “It will be a great chance to get
acquainted with traditions of other Gulf
countries,” he said.

The Heritage Festival features participa-
tion of 5,600 people competing in the
beauty and production of camels, sheep
and falcons, as well as camel and falcon
races. — KUNA

Kuwait’s Fifth Heritage Festival opens

Parasailing during the
opening ceremony.
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By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Lesli Robertson, an American interdis-
ciplinary artist, highlighted her work in Uganda
with artists, scholars, and activists engaged in
preserving the unique material of Ugandan bark
cloth. She explained how her work as an artist
evolved to engage with individuals from the
community in the making of large-scale woven
sculptures and community based installations.
Robertson was speaking at an event organized
by the Al Sadu Weaving Society on Thursday at
Sadu House as part of the 21st Qurain Cultural
Festival.  The lecture was titled ‘Art of
Engagement: Bringing the Community into the
Creative Process’. 

“How to engage the community as artists was
the biggest challenge. In one of the projects, I
worked with more than 80 people from different
ages including children and adults of both gen-
ders. Each material has a meaning. The art work-
shops in Uganda were part of a travelling exhibi-
tion and outdoor gallery and included planting
trees for future generations. I also worked on a
project of collecting fingerprints of mothers and
their children with a recording on a website,”
said Robertson.

“I showed a lot of images of how I evolved as
an artist and how to engage the community into
developing my artwork. I have visited a lot of
countries but Uganda was my main focus for
about five or six years. This is my first visit to
Kuwait, and we are hoping to do something sim-
ilar here,” she added.    

Community-based practices
Robertson is a senior lecturer of fibers at the

University of North Texas (UNT). Her research
focus is on community-based practices, engag-
ing with international collaborators on projects
linked to culture, identity and textiles. The UNT
Fine Arts Series, the Dallas Museum of Art, the
Surface Design Association, the Textile Society of
America and the UNT Institute for the
Advancement of the Arts have funded her
research and collaborative work. She continues
to work on interdisciplinary projects focused on

community-based textiles and other sustainable
practices in the arts, through national and inter-
national partnership.    

Robertson is working with Al Sadu Society
through a Fulbright specialist grant and the US
Embassy in Kuwait and supported by the
National Council for Culture, Arts, and Letters to
conduct interactive weaving workshops between
Jan 5 to 16, 2015 to promote the integration of
traditional motifs and techniques into contem-
porary weaving, leading to contemporary weav-
ing products and a travelling exhibition.   

US artist lectures
at Sadu House

‘How to engage community as artists’

KUWAIT: Culture and art lovers in Kuwait are
waiting every year for the launch of Qurain
Cultural Festival to enjoy the enriching and
exciting mix of cultural and artistic activities
it offers. In statements to KUNA, several visi-
tors concured that the Qurain Cultural
Festival is playing an effectively role promot-
ing artistic, cultural and literary awareness.

They also expressed admiration of the
richness and diversity of the 21st Qurain
Cultural Festival program. 

They also pointed out a remarkable devel-
opment in the festival every year. “It has
encouraged many attendants to bring in their
children to raise their cultural and artistic
awareness” said Abdullah Safar, a visitor. He
hailed the festival’s honoring of prominent

figures who left undeniable hallmarks on the
domains of culture, literature and science.
“This move reflects the State’s keenness on
recognizing and appreciating achievements
of excelled people,” Safar said.

Ali Behbehani commended the excellent
preparations for training workshops, notably
the ones designed for people with disabilities
and for children on drawing, which were
highly admired by parents. 

He expressed hopes that the festival
would host a friend country as a guest of
honor so that they would contribute to
exchanging traditions, culture and heritage
and building bridges among Arabs and non-
Arab countries.

Fatma Al-Nasser said that the festival is an

opportunity to hold dialogue, help people
communicate with each other and to present
new ideas and visions in all intellectual issues.

Abdullah Al-Hajr i  said that Kuwait ’s
National  Council  for  Culture,  Ar ts  and
Literature (NCCAL) is keen to host a galaxy of
intellectuals of the Arab world to give lec-
tures from which people benefit, noting this
move shows the State interest in this regard.
He lauded the NCCAL’s role in involving all
state’s institutions in such events to ensure
their success and enrich culture, arts and lit-
erature.

The festival, which includes more than 50
activities, is held under the auspices of His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. — KUNA

Qurain Festival offers ‘cultural, artistic’ mix

DOHA: Lulwa Al-Salem (second from left) and officials in a group photo with Qatari
Minister of Culture, Arts and Heritage Dr Hamad bin Abdulaziz Al-Kuwari (center).— KUNA 

DOHA: Ministry of Information’s participa-
tion in foreign cultural events is a good
opportunity for boosting cultural dialogue
and building bridges of communications,
Assistant Undersecretary for Press and
Publication Lulwa Al-Salem said in Doha,
Qatar yesterday.

Salem told KUNA that participation in
the 25th Doha Book Fair and its accompa-
nying cultural events was also an opportu-
nity to meet with the Qatari officials in
charge of culture and media affairs, prais-
ing the excellent organization of this exhi-
bition.

She said she discussed with the Qatari

Minister of Culture, Arts and Heritage Dr
Hamad bin Abdulaziz Al-Kuwari topics of
mutual interest, especially ways to
strengthen cultural and media cooperation
and support communication between the
two sides.

Salem added that she conveyed to Al-
Kuwari the greetings of the Kuwaiti
Minister of Information and Minister of
State for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman
Sabah Al-Salem Al-Hmoud Al-Sabah.
Salem also thanked the Qatari Minister for
the invitation to participate in the Book
Fair which started on January 7 and lasts
till January 17. —  KUNA

Kuwaiti participation in Gulf
cultural events extolled

RIYADH: The Standing Committee on
Arab Culture met in Riyadh yesterday to
prepare for the 19th conference of the
Arab Culture Ministers due in the Saudi
capital tomorrow.

Kuwait’s Minister of Information and
Minister of State for Youth Affairs, Sheikh
Salman Sabah Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah,
who is also head of the National Council for
Culture, Letters and Arts (NCCLA) will take
part in the event.

Culture director at the Arab League
Educational,  Cultural and Scientific
Organization (ALECSO) Hayat Al-Kurmazi
addressed the meeting, thanking King
Abdullah bin Abdulaziz for hosting the
19th ministerial conference.

Then participants reviewed the items on
the agenda of the Monday meeting, and

then elected Saudi Undersecretary of the
Ministry of Culture and Information for
Cultural Affairs Nasser bin Saleh Al-Hejailan
as head of the Standing Committee for a
two-year term.

Topics to be addressed by the cultural
affairs ministers include two projects for
launching an Arab cultural satellite channel
and the Arab cultural days. They will also
discuss two charters for the preservation of
Arab urban and cultural heritage, besides
the ALESCO cultural palace in Jerusalem.

Yesterday’s discussions covered the
project of launching an e-gate for the Arab
cultural heritage and popular archive. The
conference is held under the title: “Arabic as
a baseline for human integration.” Several
Arab organizations and institutions will
participate in the event. — KUNA

Arab cultural committee
meets in Riyadh 

KUWAIT: Leslie Robertson speaks during the lecture at Sadu House. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat



‘PK’ is another cinematic breakthrough by
Rajkumar Hirani and Aamir Khan, who were
inspired by Australian writer Bryce

Courtenay’s most notable book, ‘The Power of One’.
Immediately on its release, this controversial movie
was largely rejected by many religious people world-
wide. Well, before talking about that explosive reac-
tion, let us review a summary of the plot that tells a
simple but very religiously indicative story. 

The movie starts when a humanoid alien (Aamir
Khan, PK in the movie), lands on Earth on a research
mission and gets stranded when his beacon to his
spaceship is stolen. During his quest in search for the
beacon he needs to get back to his planet, people tell
him that only God is capable of helping him find it.
Hence he starts a quest in search for a ‘god’ to help
him, during which he converts from one religion and
dogma to another and finds out that the majority of
those who are advocating certain religions are in fact
a group of liars using them for their own benefit by
selling illusions to the poor to control them and to the
rich to get as much as they can from their fortunes,
allegedly limiting ‘god’s’ blessings only to themselves. 

This is the main plot of the story in short and it can
be summed up by the slogan of ‘Pay to Get God’s
Blessings’. This simple theme goes on throughout the
movie, ending with the movie’s moral lesson that we
are already seeing in real life around us, of ‘selling reli-
gion for money and power’, a concept that recently
struck the world and was the reason why many of
those selling religion for these ‘bounties’ revolted
against the movie and demanded banning it on
grounds of hurting religious feelings. 

Thus, the controversy started in protest of expos-
ing the truth. Therefore, we would like to ask each and
every one of those who advocated banning the
movie a simple question: Why? Isn’t that the truth
about most of those who become ‘clergymen’ without
even being qualified in religious sciences?!

‘PK’ addressed many religious dogmas and
exposed many of the rituals some practice to get
‘blessings’, eventually leaving some of them without
getting any despite paying for it and ending up
becoming followers affiliated to those dominating
others in the name of ‘granting god’s blessings’. This is
the sheer truth that we have been avoiding. If only we
did the same research the author did, we would find
out that the lines he wrote and were acted by the
movie stars only reflect our real life. 

Many religions and dogmas are based on ‘god’s
blessings’, be that in the form of ‘martyrdom’ used by
terrorists, money and power blessings with the princi-
ple of ‘pay to get more’ or any other forms we keep
hearing about every day. Unfortunately, we have nev-
er questioned, contemplated about them or even
faced them until a majority is now trying to ‘climb’ up
in the name of ‘god’s blessings’!

Finally, Allah is very close and there is no need for
any mediation between him and his worshippers. Just
remember Almighty’s words in the Holy Quran when
He said: “ And when My servants question thee con-
cerning Me, then surely I am nigh. I answer the prayer
of the suppliant when he crieth unto Me. So let them
hear My call and let them trust in Me, in order that
they may be led aright.” (Al-Baqara, verse 186).

—Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Anbaa

PK exposes

charlatans

kuwait digest

By Dr Nermin Yousif Al-Hoti 

If you hear about a child named Waleed receiving the
best nutrition, attire and medical care from his par-
ents, this would be a normal story reflecting parents’

duties towards their children. Well, Waleed grows up a
little into a teenager, and he still receives his parents’
support for his education, food, recreation and other
things, which are still normal parental duties that we all
received in Kuwait, thanks be to Allah. Waleed graduates
from high school and joins a good university. They buy
him a vehicle to help him move around plus give him a

monthly allowance to cover his basic needs, which is also
an acceptable norm in our society. 

Waleed graduates from college and makes no actual
effort to find a job, as he joins one of his father’s compa-
nies receiving a handsome salary merely for showing up
to work most days. By now, I think that we are growing
dissatisfied with what Waleed and his father are doing.
Deciding to get married while he still has not saved any-
thing from his salary, his parents fund him to cover the
wedding expenses and agree to grant him a monthly
payment in addition to his salary to rent a suitable house
for him and his wife. In addition, they promise to build
him a house in the future. 

Days went by and Waleed’s parents go through some
rainy days that force them to cut down their expenses
including the monthly ‘aid’ they pay to Waleed, which
makes him very angry and starts blaming them for
reducing their help! I believe that most readers dislike
what Waleed has been doing since graduation from col-
lege and how his parents treated him, making him the
man he is now.

Despite bringing Waleed up, taking very good care of
him since birth and despite the good education he
received, he never took any trouble to exert any effort,
with the expected result that his parents stopped sup-
porting him and he stopped being capable of support-
ing himself or carrying on leading a dignified life.

—Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Jarida

The prodigal son

kuwait digest

By Ali Mahmoud Khajah
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It should be clear after four bloody years in Syria that if
we are to make any progress moving forward, it is
necessary to shed illusions and fantasies that have

shaped too much of the discussion about the conflict.
From the beginning, it was inevitable that this con-

flict, however it began, would morph into a proxy war
between Iran and  those who were deeply concerned by
Iran’s hegemonic ambitions.

Despite its pretense of being the “beating heart of
Arabism”, Assad’s regime had, for decades, operated as a
key partner in Iran’s regional axis. As such they alienated
not only Arab Gulf countries, but stoked sectarian flames
at home and in neighboring Lebanon. It was, therefore, a
foregone conclusion that the Arab Gulf countries and
Iran would ultimately become embroiled in a face-off in
Syria-with both sides seeing the fighting as posing an
existential threat to their interests. This being the case,
arguments suggesting that “all would have been differ-
ent if only the US had supported the opposition earlier”
ring hollow.

Calls for early US engagement ignored several reali-
ties. Those who assumed that the US merely had to sup-
ply more weapons to the opposition and that this, by
itself, would have tipped the scales, are mistaken. The
Russians, who had been burned by the US-led effort in
Libya, were unwilling to lose another strategic asset to
the West. As a result, any increase in the capacity of the
opposition to wage war against the regime, would only
have accelerated Iranian and Russian support for their
ally in Damascus.

Nor would more support for the Free Syrian Army
have dissuaded others from taking the fight into an
increasingly sectarian direction-the brutality of the Assad
regime took care of that. Once this conflict began, it was
preordained to become a sectarian, regional proxy war
with a US-Russian overlay.

War-weary
Those who called for the US to become an active

combatant, either through the use of US airpower to
establish “no fly zones” or manpower to establish
“humanitarian corridors”, also ignored political realities.
Nearing the end of an eight year failed war in Iraq, the
American public and military were war-weary and wary
of any new engagements in the Middle East. In that set-
ting, the President, Congress (despite the calls of a few
“hawks”), and the public were loathe to commit to a new
open-ended conflict. While advocates of US military
action could propose tactics, they could not demonstrate
how these added up to a winning strategy, or how
engagement, at any level, would not end up dragging
the US deeper into the conflict.

Also ignored were the negative perceptions of the US
in the Arab World. Our polling has consistently shown
that US favorable ratings are extremely low in every
country in the region (in many instances, lower than
those of Iran). Syria’s opposition and US allies may have
wanted us to militarily engage, but strong majorities,
even among our closest Arab allies have expressed
opposition to any US-led military intervention in Syria. As
we have seen in Afghanistan, Iraq, and Libya, whatever
our intentions, the US operates on an extremely short
leash in the region.

From the outset, it should have been clear that once
this conflict began, it would not easily end. Despite that,
fantasies remained that one side could or must vanquish
the other. The Assad regime’s demonization of all of their
opposition as “terrorists” who must, at all costs, be
defeated; and the opposition’s equally absolute insis-
tence that there could be no negotiations with the
regime - set up this conflict as a “zero sum” game . The US
helped to fuel this mind-set by declaring early on that
“Assad must go”.

Now it is true that Assad has lost legitimacy with
many Syrians (although, it could be argued that he most
likely had never been seen by them as “legitimate”) and
that his brutal behavior has only sealed his fate with
these constituencies. At the same time, there remains a
substantial body of Syrians, including urban elites,
Christians, Alawites, and other minority communities,
who continue to see Assad as defending their security
against an opposition whom they fear more than they
fear the Ba’ath regime.

Divided Syria
Assad’s Ba’ath party is an ossified and corrupt clique

and his regime operates more like a military junta than a
government. For its part, the opposition is dispersed and
dysfunctional and includes too many armed elements-
and not just the groups who are listed as “terrorists” - that
are decidedly dangerous sectarians.

It is important to recognize, what should have been
clear from the beginning, that Syrians are a deeply divid-
ed polity. With both sides painting their situation in stark
Armageddon-like terms, there could be no military solu-
tion that would have forced unity. As the Lebanese
learned after a decade and a half of bloody civil war
(which also was a sectarian/proxy war), the only solution
was one that had “no victor and no vanquished”. In the
end, hard compromises had to made as sworn enemies
begrudgingly reconciled to accepting a new governing
formula. Given this, it is imperative that we put aside fan-
tasies about any side winning or, worse still, the notion
that should they win peace and justice and democracy

will reign over the land. The Syria of old is forever gone
and a democracy will not easily emerge from the break-
down of the old order.

The best we can hope for, four years into this conflict,
is that efforts be made to tamp down the killing on all
sides. As brutal as the regime has been, the Syrian
Observatory records that the regime and the opposition
can take near even credit for the deaths of their country-
men. Defenders of the regime who point the finger of
blame solely on the “terrorists”, while ignoring their use
of chemical weapons, barrel bombs, and mass starvation
are as wrong-headed as oppositionists who ignore the
horrors inflicted not only by ISIS and al Qaeda, but by
countless other out-of-control armed gangs.

Since this conflict includes elements of a civil war, a
struggle to end dictatorial rule, a regional proxy war, and
now a campaign against terrorist groups who have
seized control of parts of the country, the way forward
must address all of these while recognizing that in the
end the solution must be political.

Security conference
While it is right for the US to lead a coalition effort

against the IS, this bombing campaign cannot, by itself,
defeat the terrorist’s “entity” and absent a political strate-
gy could end up exacerbating the problem. For example,
should the US be seen as allying itself with the regime in
Damascus or the stil l  unreformed government in
Baghdad or, worse still, with Iran, US actions will not allay
the fears of those Arabs who already fear that they may
pay the price for US negotiations with Iran.

In addition to continuing to work with its coalition
partners to degrade ISIS, the US should make a renewed
diplomatic effort working with Russia and through its
Arab allies to convene an all-party regional security con-
ference. We must focus attention on the need to arrest
the slide into sectarianism, rein in Iranian behavior, con-
trol externally funded Sunni extremist groups, and create
a forum where a new formula for governance in Syria can
be addressed. Interestingly, hesitant steps being taken in
Lebanon by Saudi Arabia, Iran, and their allies to confront
ISIS and al Qaeda may point to the way forward. Long
scoffed at as a dysfunctional sectarian system, Lebanon
recovered from its civil war and despite continued inter-
nal pressures has displayed remarkable resilience. What
Syria and Iraq need are new governing formulas that will
enfranchise and insure the security of all communities,
creating a united front against terrorists and sectarian
division. It will not be a perfect democracy, but it may be
the best we can hope for at this time.

Note: Dr James J Zogby is the President of the Arab
American Institute

Syria: The way forward, without illusions

Washington Watch

By Dr James J Zogby
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Al-Anbaa

Despite bringing Waleed
up, taking very good care of
him since birth and despite

the good education he
received, he never took any
trouble to exert any effort

Reality has proven that no one here has the inten-
tion or ability of face rationalization and make nec-
essary savings to contain the negative effects of

the drop in oil prices. As long as there are people who
speak about limited-income people and it is necessary
not to tackle income of lower classes of citizens, facing
the crises of a drop in income and budget shortage will
remain an un-confronted challenge and a problem with-
out solution.

There is no a “sweet” solution - rather all solutions are
of medicine and treatment, and each medicine is bitter,
that is, frankly any real solution the citizen does not pay
for or feel its effects will remain a lame solution, an open
pretence and being unable to deal with the crises of
drop in oil incomes, and in turn budget deficits.

Those who dream of having businesspeople bear the

burden of correcting prices alone are deluded and cheat
themselves before they do others. Even by supposing
that businesspeople side with consumers and decide to
keep prices as they are and pay the difference from their
pockets or expected profits, the businessmen will at the
end declare bankruptcy and be forced to stop his servic-
es. Then services or products will disappear unless some-
one supplies them for prices the citizen pays and not the
volunteers among businessmen.

The fact is that the citizen is the consumer, and the
one who provides him with services or products must
receive a price for the service, which means that at the
end the citizen will pay the price of the products, and
also provide expenses and the cost of living for the per-
son who presents or produces those products for him.

So, what is required is to speak frankly to the citizen,

rather make him bear the burden of finding means to
face the budget deficit and drop in oil income. The citi-
zen is the problem and the solution, and anyone who
seeks to have this citizen avoid the bitterness and hard-
ship resulting from drop in oil prices seeks, in my view, to
take away the humanity from this citizen and confirm his
total surrender to the welfare spending.

Haphazard decisions raised prices for businesspeople
alone, or raised them for expats only. The result that can-
not be avoided or escaped from is that any adjustment of
prices will affect the living situation of all citizens and
expats, so the citizen, whether we like it or not, is asked
to contribute and present his share to face the challenge,
and there is no power on earth that can make him avoid
the burden of this. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Qabas

Citizens are the solution

kuwait digest

By Abdellatif Al-Duaij
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Ghost of slain Awlaki looms over Paris attacks
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TRIPOLI: Mourners pray near the coffin of Libyan Nazih Abdul-Hamed Nabih Al-Ruqai, known by the alias Abu Anas Al-Libi, accused of the 1998 Al-Qaeda bombings of US embassies in Africa, during his funeral in the capital yesterday. — AFP 

TRIPOLI: Hundreds of mourners attended the funeral
yesterday of Abu Anas Al-Libi, an Al-Qaeda suspect who
died in the United States days before facing a trial for
bombing US embassies. Libi had been due to stand trial
Monday over 1998 attacks on the US missions in Kenya
and Tanzania that killed 224 people and wounded
around 5,000. Libi, whose real name was Nazih Abdul
Hamed al-Raghie, was snatched in Tripoli by US com-
mandos in Oct 2013. Suffering from hepatitis C and liver
cancer, he died in a New York hospital on Jan 2. 

Hundreds of mourners recited special prayers for the
dead at Martyrs Square in central Tripoli before joining a
funeral procession to Bashusha cemetery where Libi
was buried, an AFP photographer said. Libi’s body was

flown to Tripoli Friday and immediately taken to his
family home in the west of the city, according to one of
his sons, Abdullah Nazih Al-Raghie. A member of an
Islamist-led government in Libya, which is not recog-
nised by the international community, told mourners
there “is speculation about how he died in prison”.

“The American authorities must shed light on details
of his death,” said Mohammad Attiyeh Al-Jazwi, a minis-
ter in charge of “martyrs and the wounded” in the so-
called National Salvation government. But a source
close to the family said they had declined an autopsy
and wanted to bury him immediately after the body’s
arrival in the North African country. A computer expert,
Libi had been on the FBI’s most wanted list with a $5

million price on his head prior to his arrest. The Aug 7,
1998 car bombing of the US embassy in Nairobi killed
213 people and wounded 5,000. A near simultaneous
truck bomb outside the US mission in Tanzania killed 11
people and injured 70.

Libi was taken to a New York hospital on New Year’s
eve after what the federal prosecutor in the region,
Preet Bharara, said were “sudden complications arising
out of his long-standing medical problems”. His lawyer,
Bernard Kleinman, told The Washington Post the health
of his client had deteriorated significantly in the last
month. Libi’s son Abdullah told AFP his father had been
in a coma before his death and that the family holds the
US government “fully responsible” for his demise.

Libi and Saudi co-defendant Khalid Al-Fawwaz had
pleaded not guilty to conspiracy charges. A third sus-
pect, Egyptian Adel Abdel Bary, last year pleaded guilty
to playing a role in the 1998 attacks. Kleinman has
always insisted that Libi was innocent, and said he had
cut ties to Al-Qaeda before the attacks. AQAP, Al-
Qaeda’s Yemen branch, has called on Muslims to avenge
Libi’s death and warned that the United States would
“pay the price” for its “crimes”.

The United States faced criticism after the dramatic
raid during which Libi was captured in broad day light
on a Tripoli street, with Libya denouncing it as a kidnap-
ping and rights groups accusing Washington of violat-
ing his fundamental human rights. —  AFP 

Hundreds of Libyans mourn Libi
US ‘fully responsible’ for death of alleged embassy bomber

PARIS: Products with the “Je Suis Charlie” logo,
from t-shirts to kitchen aprons, are being sold
widely online, presenting a moral quandary for
ecommerce stores after this week’s deadly
attacks in Paris. In the wake of the hostage crisis
and massacre, “Je Suis Charlie” (I Am Charlie) has
become a rallying cry, chanted in solidarity with
the victims and tweeted millions of times as a
hashtag. But there have also been those appar-
ently seeking to profit, offering stickers, mugs,
hats - you name it - with the “Je Suis Charlie” logo
for sale.

Some have promised not to take advantage
and donate their share of commissions, includ-
ing to Charlie Hebdo, the Paris satirical newspa-
per attacked by Islamist gunmen on Wednesday.
Amazon’s French site, Amazon.fr, has pledged to
do just that, with “Je Suis Charlie” stickers among
its top sellers in their category. Some such stick-
ers are listed for as much as Ä14.99 ($18). A black
kitchen apron with “Je Suis Charlie” written in
white was on sale for Ä25.50 - one size fits all,
made of 65 percent polyester and 35 percent
cotton.

“Amazon.fr will transfer commissions that
would be received on the sale of products pro-
posed on its marketplace by third-party mer-
chants using ‘Je Suis Charlie’ to Charlie Hebdo

magazine,” the company said. It also pledged to
pull from its site products that violate its rules.
eBay, where copies of issues of the weekly were
drawing bids of more than Ä70,000 within hours
after Wednesday’s attack on the paper, has
promised to do the same. Other products being
sold on eBay included “Je Suis Charlie” badges,
mugs and keychains at the price of a few euros
or more.

‘Shame on You’ 
A number of sites pulled products from their

online stores after criticism from Internet users.
“Shame on you for taking the Charlie Hebdo
pain and drama and selling ‘Je Suis Charlie’ prod-
ucts!” one person posted on the Facebook page
of Spreadshirt, an online platform for t-shirt
sales. The company said it did not intend to prof-
it from the crisis. “We have checked one-by-one
each of our partners’ e-stores and each of the
designs ... to assure ourselves that no commis-
sion is taken on the sale of ‘Je Suis Charlie’ prod-
ucts,” the company wrote on its blog.
“Spreadshirt is not accepting any commission.”

A number of individual sellers on such sites
have also said they were not aiming to profit
despite the prices involved. On eBay, a seller
identified as B.b.r argued that a t-shirt with a
bloodied map of France and the “Je Suis Charlie”

logo for Ä13.60 was selling at cost. The creator of
the site onatuecharlie.com (Charlie was killed),
which sells two t-shirts with the logo, said he
plans to transfer 50 percent of the profits to the
French Association for Victims of Terrorism.

“Charlie Hebdo remains a company,” said the
creator, who would only be identified as Vincent.
“They need support, but not necessarily finan-
cial. I prefer to send the money to an associa-
tion.” He said that he opened the site to allow
those who wanted a shirt to support Charlie
Hebdo to be able to find one and that he had
sold about 20 over two days.

The Redbubble.com site said it would donate
profits from such products to press freedom
group Reporters Without Borders. The version of
the logo that has spread most widely features
the three words in white and grey against a
black background, using the same recognisable
font as the paper does in its title. It had been
posted by Joachim Roncin, an artistic director
and music journalist at Stylist magazine, within
minutes after news spread of the attack on
Charlie Hebdo that left 12 people dead, includ-
ing celebrated cartoonists and its chief editor.
He tweeted that “the message and the image are
free for any use” but that he would not like to see
people profit from it. — AFP 

From shirts to aprons, ‘Je 

Suis Charlie’ sells online SANAA: Hundreds of Yemenis took to the
streets of Sanaa yesterday to protest attacks
by Al-Qaeda, including a bombing at a police
academy that killed dozens. The demonstra-
tion organised by a youth group calling itself
the Rafd (Rejection) Movement also protested
against the presence of Shiite militiamen in
Sanaa and other parts of the country, an AFP
reporter said. The protesters rallied outside
the police academy where a car bomb tore
through dozens of Yemenis Wednesday as the
were lined up to enrol as recruits, killing 40
people and wounding 71.

Yemen’s top security body has blamed Al-
Qaeda for the attack and security forces have

arrested five suspects, but a leader of the
group had denied the organisation was
involved. “Al-Qaeda has nothing to do with
the incident,” Sheikh Saleh Abdel Ilah Al-
Dahab said on Twitter, accusing the Shiite
Houthi militia that overran Sanaa in
September of being behind the bombing.

Impoverished Yemen has been hit by a
wave of violence in recent months, with the
powerful Shiite militia clashing with Sunni
tribal forces and the country’s branch of Al-
Qaeda. Unrest grew after the Houthis, also
known as Ansarullah, overran Sanaa. They
have since expanded their presence in central
and western Yemen. 

Yemenis rally to protest 

Qaeda, Houthi violence

SANAA: Yemenis chant slogans during a rally yesterday. — AP 
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BENGHAZI, Libya: The United Nations announced
yesterday a new round of peace talks in Geneva this
week between Libya’s warring factions, as the
European Union warned the country was at a “cru-
cial juncture”. It came as fighting between troops
and Islamist militia killed 13 people in eastern Libya.
“This dialogue is an important opportunity for the
Libyans to restore stability and prevent the coun-
try’s slide towards deeper conflict and economic
collapse that should not be missed,” the UN mission
in Libya said.

UN envoy Bernardino Leon has proposed a
freeze in military operations for a few days “in order
to create a conducive environment for the dia-
logue,” the UN statement said. Leon had earlier
urged a resumption of talks “before it is too late”.
The talks are aimed at reaching an agreement on
the formation of a unity government and to create
“a stable environment” for the adoption of a new
permanent constitution, the statement said.

“Discussions will also seek to put in place the neces-
sary security arrangements in order to bring an end
to the armed hostilities raging in different parts of
the country,” it added. It did not give a specific date
for the talks. The announcement came after Leon
held talks for the first time Thursday with General
Khalifa Haftar, who is spearheading a government-
backed offensive to recapture the second city of
Benghazi from mainly Islamist militia. Leon also met
with representatives of Libya’s internationally recog-
nised government, which has taken refuge in the
remote east, and with rival officials in the militia-
held capital Tripoli. 

‘Last Chance’
More than three years after dictator Muammar

Gaddafi was toppled and killed in a Western-backed
revolt, the North African nation is engulfed in chaos
with rival governments and parliaments as well as
powerful militias fighting for territory. The Islamic

State (IS) group that has seized large areas in Iraq
and Syria is also thought to have gained a foothold
in eastern Libya, and recently claimed to have exe-
cuted two Tunisian journalists there.

The European Union said the Geneva meeting
“represents a last chance which must be seized”.
“Libya is at a crucial juncture; the different actors
should be in no doubt of the gravity of the situation
that the country finds itself in. The opportunity to
establish a ceasefire and find a political solution
should not be wasted,” said Federica Mogherini, the
EU’s top diplomat. A new round of talks had been
scheduled for Dec 9 but was repeatedly delayed as
fighting intensified between the internationally
recognised government and Islamist-backed mili-
tias. Leon chaired a first round of talks between rival
lawmakers in the oasis town of Ghadames in
September. The UN Security Council warned the fol-
lowing month that it would impose sanctions on
any party that undermined the process. Difficulties

finding a safe venue for the talks contributed to the
delay to the new round, the UN said. The Islamist-
backed militia alliance that controls the capital and
Libya’s third largest city Misrata launched an offen-
sive last month to try to capture the country’s main
eastern oil export terminals. Loyalists of the interna-
tionally recognised government responded with
their first air strikes on Misrata.

Yesterday, five soldiers and eight Islamist mili-
tants were killed in fighting in Ain Marah, near the
far eastern Islamist bastion of Derna, a government
spokesman said. The United Nations says that since
fighting intensified in May, hundreds of civilians
have been killed and hundreds of thousands more
have fled their homes. Libya’s neighbours, fearful of
a spillover of the violence, have repeatedly called
for international intervention. UN Secretary General
Ban Ki-moon visited the Libyan capital in October
for a trip aimed at bolstering talks between political
parties. — AFP 

UN to host Libya peace talks in Geneva

WASHINGTON: The specter of late terror suspect
Anwar Al-Awlaki looms over the Charlie Hebdo mas-
sacre after evidence emerged of links between the
US-Yemeni cleric and the two brothers blamed for
the killings. Cherif Kouachi, who died with his broth-
er Said in a bloody end to the drama in France on
Friday, said a trip he made to Yemen in 2011 was
financed by Awlaki, who was killed by a US drone the
same year. Kouachi made the claim to French media
just hours before his death.

Separately, The Washington Post cited a
Yemeni official as saying Said Kouachi had met
Awlaki in 2011. The apparent involvement of
Awlaki in the mentoring of the Kouachis provided
further insight into the influence of the firebrand
militant, once placed in the same bracket as
Osama bin Laden by anxious US authorities. US
citizen Awlaki was widely credited with helping to
create Al-Qaeda’s online English-language maga-
zine “Inspire,” while exhorting Muslims to wage
jihad against the West with fiery online sermons
posted on YouTube.

Series of Attacks 
He has been implicated in a series of attacks,

mostly in the United States. Nidal Malik Hasan, the
US army major responsible for the massacre of 13
soldiers at Fort Hood in Texas in 2009, was said to
be in regular contact with Awlaki. Nigerian stu-
dent Umar Abdulmutallab - the so-called “under-
wear bomber” who attempted to bring down a
commercial passenger jet as it flew into Detroit in
2009 - said he had listened to Awlaki’s sermons in
Yemen. And Pakistani-American Faisal Shahzad -
jailed for life in 2010 for the failed attempt to stage
a massive car bombing in New York’s Times Square
- also told investigators he was “inspired” by
Awlaki. Born in New Mexico in 1971 to Yemeni par-
ents, Awlaki spent the bulk of his childhood in
Yemen before returning to the United States to
study at Colorado State University in the early
1990s. His journey from scion of a well-to-do fami-
ly - his father was a former minister of agriculture
in Yemen - to Islamist firebrand is shrouded in
mystery. After studying in Colorado, he gained a
degree in education leadership from San Diego
State University. He is also believed to have spent
time with the Afghan mujahedeen in the early
1990s. He made a name for himself delivering ser-

mons in English in mosques across the United
States, where he also worked for a charity associa-
tion founded by Yemeni cleric Abdel Majid Al-
Zindani, identified by United States authorities as
a “global terrorist”.

9/11 Hijacker Link 
Eventually settling in the eastern US, Awlaki

served as imam at a mosque in Falls Church,
northern Virginia. Awlaki met two of the hijackers
on the plane that crashed into the Pentagon
building in the United States on Sept 11, 2001,
according to the 9/11 Commission Report. The
preacher’s name kept coming up in the investiga-
tion following 9/11. His telephone number was
found during a raid on a flat in Hamburg used by
the hijackers. Publicly, however, Awlaki had dis-
tanced himself from the attacks, telling The New
York Times in an interview that the hijackers had
“perverted their religion”.

But as federal investigators continued to pore
over his background, Awlaki left the US in 2002,
heading to Britain for two years before eventually
settling in Yemen. Awlaki was arrested there in
2006 for his role in kidnapping the son of a rich
Yemeni family and demanding ransom money
“to finance Al-Qaeda”, Yemeni security sources
said. Two years later he was set free on condition
that he report to police daily, but he fled to
another part of the country. Awlaki went to
ground after an air raid on Dec 24, 2009 struck a
meeting of Al-Qaeda leaders in Shabwa province,
killing 34. Time was running out for Awlaki, who
by now had become a key leader in the regional
militant franchise known as Al-Qaeda in the
Arabian Peninsula (AQAP). On Sept 30, 2011, a
vehicle transporting Awlaki and three other Al-
Qaeda suspects was obliterated by Hellfire mis-
siles shot by Predator drones flying from a CIA
base in the region. — AFP 

Ghost of slain cleric Awlaki 
looms over Paris attacks
Firebrand militant still very influential

A file picture released by the SITE Intelligence Group on Sept 26, 2010 shows US-Yemeni radi-
cal Anwar Al-Awlaki speaking during a video lecture at an unknown location. — AFP 

CIBITOKE, Burundi: A picture taken on Jan 6, 2015 shows rebels captured by the
Burundian army following five days of fighting in the northwestern part of the
country. — AFP 

BUJUMBURA, Burundi: Captured rebels in
Burundi stand sullenly against a wall under
the guard of government troops: Survivors
of ferocious battles as fears mount of grow-
ing violence ahead of elections. But who
exactly the group are is not clear, and the
mystery fighters raise multiple questions
and concerns ahead of elections due in May
and June. 
The army say documents they seized last
week showed the insurgents had planned a
major offensive to destabilise the country,
still traumatised by 13-years of civil war.
President Pierre Nkurunziza, in power since
2005, is expected to run for a third term in
office in the small nation in Africa’s Great
Lakes region. 

The rebels themselves refused to talk
when an AFP reporter met them this week
as the army paraded them at the end of a
five-day battle, some dressed in T-shirts and
mismatched clothes, others with bandaged
wounds following the fighting. “See no evil,
hear no evil, speak no evil,” read the T-shirt
of one rebel, standing under the guard of
the army, who also displayed a long line of
weapons seized, including heavy machine
guns and rocket propelled grenades.

The rebels, who crossed into the small
nation from neighbouring Democratic
Republic of Congo, were badly routed by
Burundi’s army in Cibitoke district, some 50
km north of the capital Bujumbura. The
army claimed to have killed around 100 of
the fighters. 

Officially, Bujumbura blames a string of
recent attacks on “bandits” who they say
have no political agenda. Observers say the
offensive was led by opposition forces -
even if it is difficult to say who exactly. The
Burundian army says the rebels were
stopped as they crossed from lawless
regions of eastern DR Congo to the thick
forests of Kibira.

The jungles have often served as a
launchpad for rebel attacks during the
1993-2006 civil war, especially for then eth-
nic Hutu insurgents - now members of the
CNDD-FDD ruling party - against Tutsi rivals.
From the forests, the army said the rebels
had planned to recruit and launch attacks
across the country, although almost two

weeks since the fighting began, the army
still claims not to know who exactly the
rebels are. Some initially suggested the
force included both Hutu and Tutsi, some-
thing previously unheard of in a country
deeply scarred since independence by eth-
nic massacres. 

The finger of blame then swung to Alexis
Sinduhije, the exiled president of the oppo-
sition Movement for Solidarity and
Development (MSD) who is viewed as one
of the only people who can bring Hutu and
Tutsi together. But respected human rights
activist Pierre-Claver Mbonimpa from the
Aprodeh organisation said the rumour of a
mixed Hutu-Tutsi force was false, saying
there were only very few Tutsi in the group.
“I did some investigations, and I can assure
that this group are almost exclusively
Hutus,” Mbonimpa told AFP. 

The rebel attack certainly rattled the
government in Bujumbura, which sent
some its toughest troops to quash the fight-
ers. Military sources said the battle-hard-
ened soldiers - trained by foreign forces
after fighting with the African Union force
in Somalia - were immediately deployed. “It
may be that some opposition leaders have
orchestrated the attack, as some have been
forced into exile and will not participate in
elections,” said a political analyst in Burundi,
who asked not to be named due the sensi-
tivity of the subject. “For others... the politi-
cal space is completely blocked, they have
they lost their parties, and may be tempted
by the path of violence.”

Thierry Vircoulon from the International
Crisis Group says there is little reason to be
optimistic given the progress of election
preparations so far. But there is still hope
that things may pass off peacefully, if
Nkurunziza and his CNDD-FDD party seek
to engage the opposition. Things could
pass calmly, with current opposition leaders
currently outside parliament winning seats
to create a “parliamentary opposition con-
solidating democracy in Burundi.” But he is
also fearful of the consequences should the
opposition be pushed out. “If the CNDD-
FDD keeps the doors closed, there will not
be many other alternatives than armed
struggle,” he added. — AFP 

Burundi rebels raise 
fears ahead of polls

WASHINGTON: Islamic State jihadists are
having to spend more effort defending key
supply lines in Iraq due to US-led air strikes
and pressure from local forces, the
Pentagon said Friday. The IS group’s supply
routes into Iraq from neighboring Syria
have become a central focus of combat,
with Iraqi government and Kurdish forces -
along with coalition warplanes - seeking to
disrupt and cut off the militants’ access to
weapons and equipment, spokesman Rear
Admiral John Kirby told reporters.

“They’re trying to protect what they can
hold onto now, and... also we’re seeing
them put a lot more emphasis on protect-
ing their lines of communications,” Kirby
said. “That’s where they’re putting their
energy.” After nearly 1,700 air raids by US-
led forces since August 8, the IS group’s
advance has been halted for the most part
but the jihadists have held on to much of
the territory they seized in Syria and Iraq
last year. US officials say the Iraqi govern-
ment army is being trained and armed to
stage a major counter-offensive later in

2015, but in the meantime, the internation-
al coalition is seeking to pile pressure on IS
supply lines. “If you look at the air strikes
we’re conducting, and you look at some of
the operations that are being done by Iraqi
and Kurdish forces, you can see that we’re
trying to disrupt their ability to do that, to
preserve those lines of communication,” he
said. “One of the keys for them to maintain
the control they have is to be able to sus-
tain themselves, and we’re trying to make
that as difficult as we can for them.”

However, it was unclear if the IS group
had faced serious difficulty resupplying its
fighters as a result. The comments came as
the American military reported another
round of air strikes Thursday against IS
fighters, including six raids in Iraq. One air
strike hit an IS bunker near Al-Qaim and
two strikes were carried out near Sinjar in
the northwest. Kurdish peshmerga forces
last month broke a months-long siege of
Mount Sinjar, an advance that US officers
say could eventually lead to disrupting a
crucial route for the militants. — AFP 

IS forced to defend 
supply lines in Iraq

KANO, Nigeria: Yanaye Grema hid for three days
between a wall and his neighbours’ house, as Boko
Haram fighters ransacked his hometown of Baga
on the shore of Lake Chad in Nigeria’s far northeast.
The 38-year-old fisherman already knew the attack
was serious: he joined civilian vigilantes to defend
the town but their simple weapons were no match
for the Islamists’ superior firepower. “People fled
into the bush while some shut themselves indoors,”
he said of last Saturday’s attack.

“The gunmen pursued fleeing residents into
the bush, shooting them dead,” he told AFP from
the Borno state capital, Maiduguri. But it was only
after breaking cover on Tuesday night that he
realised the true scale of the attack, which it is
feared may be one of the worst in the six-year
insurgency.

“For five kilometres (three miles), I kept step-
ping on dead bodies until I reached Malam Karanti
village, which was also deserted and burnt,” he
said. Local officials this week said the attack forced
at least 20,000 people from Baga and other settle-
ments in and around Lake Chad to flee, many of
them across the border. Nearly 600 others had
been stranded on an island on the lake without
food, water or shelter.

Looting and Burning 
The attack wasn’t the first on Baga. Nearly 200

people were killed in April 2013, when militants
stormed the town and set much of it on fire,
prompting fierce fighting with the Nigerian mili-
tary. This time, the Islamists met less resistance
and were able to take over the town and overrun
the headquarters of the Multinational Joint Task
Force, which is based there. At least 16 towns and
villages in the area were razed. Security analysts
believe the targets of last weekend’s attack were
the civilian vigilantes helping the military in the
counter-insurgency.

Hiding from view between the wall and the
house, behind a roadside stall and the cover of a
thick neem tree, Grema said the rampaging
Islamists unleashed mayhem. 

“All I could hear were ceaseless gunshots, explo-
sions, screams from people and chants of ‘Allahu
Akbar’ (God is greatest) from the Boko Haram gun-
men,” he added. “I remained in my hiding place
until Tuesday evening. “Every night when it was
dark, I would furtively scale the fence into my

house to quickly eat garri (processed cassava gran-
ules) and drink water and go back to my hideout.”

His family was not at home. They were in
Kukawa, 40 km away, paying their respects after
Boko Haram killed his wife’s cousin about two
months ago. 

“Some of the Boko Haram gunmen camped
outside the Baga main market just 700 metres from
my hideout,” he explained. “At night I could see
lights from the power generator they ran. I could
also hear their cheering and laughter. “Luckily on
Monday some of the gunmen withdrew while oth-
ers stayed in the town. This reduced their number,
which made it difficult for them to patrol the whole
town. It worked to my advantage.

“On Tuesday they began looting the market and
every home in the town...Around 6:00 pm (1700
GMT) they set fire to the market and began burn-
ing homes. I decided it was time I leave before they
turn in my direction. Around 7:30 pm I ventured
out of my hiding and started to walk away from the
noise coming from the gunmen. It was dark, so no-
one could see me.”

Nomad Herdsman 
In the bush, Grema chanced upon an old man at

a nomadic Fulani herdsmen’s settlement, who
advised him to move west to avoid running into
the militants. “His warning frightened me but made
me more determined to get away. I thanked him
and moved on,” he said. “I quickened my pace. I
soon caught up with... four women. One of them
was carrying a baby on her back. 

They told me they were among hundreds of
women that were arrested by Boko Haram and
detained in the home of the district head which
Boko Haram had converted into a women’s deten-
tion centre.” Three of the women had been separat-
ed from their children, he added. Grema said he
pushed out on his own, as the women were “too
slow”, running and walking throughout the night,
before arriving at Kekeno village near Monguno, 65
km away, the following morning. On Thursday, he
took a bus from Monguno to Maiduguri. “I will nev-
er forget this experience and I will forever be grate-
ful to the old Fulani nomad for his life-saving
advice,” he added. — AFP 

Escape from Boko Haram: 
‘I kept stepping on bodies’

BAGA, Nigeria: A file photo taken on April 21, 2013 shows a woman walking past burnt houses
after a two-day clash between officers of the Joint Task Force and members of the Islamist sect
Boko Haram. — AFP
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MIAMI: Jeb Bush called himself a “head-banging con-
servative” back in 1994 when he ran for governor of
Florida on a promise to “club this government into sub-
mission”. He lost. Four years later, the Republican
returned as a compassionate voice for education
reform and society’s have-nots. He won.

It’s a lesson that still shapes Bush’s approach to poli-
tics and was evident this past week when he took the
latest step toward the 2016 presidential race. Known
for his frequent admonishments that the GOP soften
its rhetoric, build consensus and offer an “optimistic”
vision, Bush dismisses the critiques of activists who say
such warnings are proof that he is too moderate for
today’s Republican Party.

Advisers and former aides say Bush, in many ways,
is just as conservative now as he was as a 41-year-old
first-time candidate who referred to his young staffers
as “gladiators.” What has changed is his ability to sell
what he believes to voters outside the party’s base. “He
didn’t change his core principles,” said Sally Bradshaw,
a Republican strategist who ran Bush’s campaigns and
is one of his closest advisers. “He saw a way to bring
people along.”

In the recent launch of a political action committee
called Right to Rise, Bush described his potential cam-
paign in the most detailed terms to date, and did so in
a style that could fairly be called populist. “Millions of
our fellow citizens across the broad middle class feel as
if the American dream is now out of their reach; that
our politics are petty and broken; that opportunities
are elusive; and that the playing field is no longer fair
or level,” he wrote. That message bears little resem-

blance to the Bush of 20 years ago, when the former
chairman of the Miami-Dade Republican Party entered
a seven-way GOP primary for governor. Trying to dis-
tinguish himself as a conservative warrior, he did
things such as denouncing Democratic Gov Lawton
Chiles for not signing death warrants fast enough.

Women on welfare, Bush said, “should be able to
get their life together and find a husband” or other
ways to support themselves. Gays and lesbians, he
said, do not deserve special legal protections because
“we have enough special categories, enough victims,
without creating even more”. Asked what he would do
for African-Americans, he famously said, “probably
nothing”, explaining that he wants “equality of oppor-
tunity” for all people.

Bush won his party’s nomination, but quickly faced
accusations from Democrats that he was an inexperi-
enced, radical son of presidential privilege, hostile to
the interests of minorities and working-class voters. He
lost by less than 64,000 votes, his approach having
alienated too many independents. “That kind of tone,
that Ted Cruz-tone, if you will, while tactically neces-
sary on one level, contributed to his defeat on another
level,” said Mac Stipanovich, a longtime GOP strategist
who advised the campaign. Cruz, a GOP senator from
Texas, is an outspoken tea party favorite who also is
considering a presidential run in 2016.

Stung by the loss, Bush founded a think tank to
focus on policy and he traveled the state meeting with
minority groups that typically align with Democrats.
After a campaign in which he promised to dismantle
the state’s education department, he focused on

schools and worked with T Willard Fair, the head of the
Urban League of Miami, to open Florida’s first charter
school in Liberty City, a poor, predominantly black
neighborhood. “Most Republicans think black folks are
going to be Democrats and won’t vote for them,” Fair
said. “He decided, ‘I won’t know that unless I try to
make an appeal to them’.”

‘Personal Transformation’
Bush has called the experience a “personal transfor-

mation”. While he pushed a conservative platform that
included an overhaul of the state’s education system in
his second campaign for governor in 1998, he did not
go out of his way to emphasize the more controversial
parts of his beliefs. 

He campaigned in black churches and public
schools, infused his message with compassion for the
poor and talked about areas of common agreement. “If
the goal is to effect change and create opportunity for
people, and if you believe in the policies you are advo-
cating, you look for ways to make your case so they will
listen,” Bradshaw said.

Bush endorsed more spending on education, but
insisted also on accountability measures, including a
program that would use taxpayer dollars to finance pri-
vate-school tuition for students in failing public
schools. “Many, many times on the campaign trail, peo-
ple said, ‘I will never vote for Jeb Bush. He’s too conser-
vative,’” said Brett Doster, a Florida-based Republican
operative who worked on Bush’s campaigns. But after
hearing him speak, Doster said, “they would come out
and say, ‘I don’t agree with everything he said, but he’s
really thought about this and wants to do the right
thing for kids, businesses.’ That kind of leadership can
transform a political sphere.”

Bush won easily the second time around, then
moved quickly to put in place a conservative agenda.
Pursuing what he called “big, hairy, audacious goals,”
he found a way to cut taxes by the billions in a state
that lacks an income tax. He abolished affirmative
action programs and created the nation’s first
statewide school-voucher program. —AP

Jeb Bush applies old lesson from Florida run

NEW YORK: On the sidewalk of a public housing
development in Brooklyn, New York notorious for
gang violence and drug activity, the words “Fascist
pig, go home!” in black spray paint are fading but still
legible. These are the Marcy Houses, 27 brick H-block
buildings, each six stories high, that are home to near-
ly 4,300 people, many of whom are black or Latino.
The rapper Jay-Z, who grew up in the complex,
described Marcy as “a block away from hell,” the place
where “news cameras never come,” in a song called
“Where I’m From”. In recent years, Marcy has had a
group of very reliable visitors: the police, who patrol
on foot and in cars as part of a controversial “broken
windows” strategy that focuses on cracking down on
small crimes to prevent bigger ones. Until three weeks
ago, they had been an ever-present, highly visible
presence in Marcy Houses. Now, the police have all
but disappeared, raising safety concerns among some
residents while pleasing others who view the police
strategy as oppressive. A reporter saw only one police
car on a visit on Thursday.

The shooting of two police officers in their patrol
car a block away from the development on Dec. 20
has widened a rift between the police unions and
New York Mayor Bill de Blasio, who they accuse of
making anti-police statements and fuelling a hostile
environment for police, allegations he denies. Police
department data shows the number of arrests and
court summonses has plunged across the city since
the shooting. But it is in higher crime areas like Marcy
Houses, and neighborhoods such as Mott Haven in
the Bronx, that the lower police profile may be of most
concern. No court summonses were issued in the 79th
police precinct, which includes Marcy Houses, in the

week following the murder of the two policemen,
compared to 401 summonses in the same period in
2013, according to police data. There were only 10
summonses issued last week, compared to 405 a year
earlier. New York Police Commissioner William Bratton
confirmed for the first time on Friday that there has
been a widespread work slowdown by police officers.
Police unions deny orchestrating any slowdown.

Spot the Cop
Marcy Houses resident Nisaa, a 22-year-old black

woman who declined to give her last name, pointed
to a nearby street corner and said that until a few
weeks ago, there was always a patrol car parked there.
She thought the decrease in police presence was a
good thing because so many of Marcy’s residents
feared confrontations with the cops. “It actually makes
people feel better,” she said. Before the December
shooting, patrol cars could be seen parked in regular
spots along the perimeter of the eight-block com-
pound. Police officers were often seen on the rooftops
of the buildings and on foot throughout the complex,
according to residents. 

On Thursday, there were no marked police cars
parked in the spots some residents said were their
normal posts. One NYPD patrol car circled the com-
plex but did not stop. “I drive my husband to work
every morning at 3 a.m. and when I would come back
they would be there,” said Luz Delia, 34, pointing to a
parking spot along the edge of the complex. She said
she liked parking her car and going back into her
apartment knowing they were there. “I used to feel
more safe.” There was no immediate comment from
the NYPD. The president of the Police Benevolent

Association Patrick Lynch has said the union has not
initiated or supported a slowdown, but experts say
officers do have discretion in how they choose to
enforce some infractions. I f  police officers are
engaged in a slowdown, it could backfire if it contin-
ues, said Robert Snyder, an associate professor at
Rutgers University who has written about police and
community relations. “Police officers are not going to
look good if they put on their uniform on and don’t
fight crime,” Snyder said.

Too Afraid to Go Out
More than 11 miles from Marcy Houses lies Mott

Haven in the South Bronx. The shops that line the
main street of this poor neighborhood, population
91,000, are rarely the name-brand national chains,
while music in Spanish spills out onto the streets from
small stores.  Take the No. 6 train from Manhattan and
into the Bronx, and the cars slowly become less white.
The Bronx area that includes Mott Haven is almost
exclusively black or Latino, according to a Census sur-
vey. Just a few minutes of conversation with residents
in the neighborhood is enough to draw out stories of
shootings, stabbings, murder, or other violent crime,
either experienced personally or witnessed. Police
stops are considered a normal part of life, just anoth-
er everyday occurrence. Yahaira Quinones, 37, said
her building was normally patrolled by police under
the Clean Halls crime prevention program but “I
haven’t seen that in a while.” She has also noticed
fewer police officers in her neighborhood lately. In
the past, if she needed to send her teenage daughter
to the corner store, she would wait until she saw a
cop on the street. — Reuters 

Where are the police in 
poor NY neighborhoods? 

Residents worried over ‘slowdown’

NEW YORK: In this Jan 8, 2015 photo, a police officer walks through Times Square. — AP 

WASHINGTON: Mitt Romney, the Republican US pres-
idential nominee in 2012, told a meeting of donors on
Friday that he is considering another White House run
in 2016, a source familiar with the comments said. The
former Massachusetts governor, who has sent mixed
signals about the likelihood of another campaign, told
a small group of donors in New York that he was think-
ing about running and to “tell your friends” he was
considering it, the source said.

The Wall Street Journal, which first reported the
comments, said Romney did not give a timetable for
making a decision about whether to launch what
would be his third presidential campaign.  Romney
failed to win the nomination in 2008 and lost the gen-
eral election to President Barack Obama in 2012.
Romney’s statement comes as some of the party’s top
donors begin to line up behind former Florida Gov Jeb
Bush, who said in December he would actively
explore a presidential run. If Romney entered the race,
he would be competing with Bush for many of the
party’s most established major donors.

Romney has equivocated about another presiden-
tial campaign, going from absolutely ruling it out after
his 2012 loss to sounding more uncertain recently. The
comments in New York appear to be his most open
admission that he is seriously considering it. “He’s
more open to it, based on all the encouragement he’s
received,” a senior Romney adviser said of a possible
run. The Journal said one of the attendees at the
meeting asked Romney if he wanted to be president,
and he said “yes, of course”.

The topic of whether Romney would run for the
White House came up at a dinner he had with former
advisers on Wednesday night in Menlo Park,
California. “The sense I got from him was that he was
leaving his options open,” said a former adviser who
attended the dinner. The former adviser emphasized

that the dinner was a social occasion, not a strategy
session, however. As to whether Romney feels the
likelihood of Bush running makes it harder for him to
enter the fray, the former adviser said Romney
believes the Republican field is in the “formational
stages” and he would not be deterred from jumping
in. Romney’s entrance in the race would dramatically
reshape what promises to be a crowded and competi-

tive field. Polls show him at or near the top of the
Republican race along with Bush. Bush and his allies
on Tuesday formed a pair of political committees that
allow him to speak with donors and raise money, for-
malizing his political activity and putting pressure on
Romney, with whom he would compete for donors. A
handful of former Romney donors and operatives
have committed to help Bush’s likely bid. Former
Arkansas Governor Mike Huckabee left his Fox News
show over the weekend to ponder a bid, and more
than a dozen other possible serious contenders could
still run. Romney would likely compete for financial
support with Bush and New Jersey Governor Chris
Christie, who is also considered a member of the par-
ty’s “establishment” wing. A Romney bid could similar-
ly complicate the aspirations of Florida Senator Marco
Rubio, who was vetted by Romney’s campaign in 2012
as a vice presidential possibility.

A Romney candidacy would make it very difficult
for Wisconsin congressman Paul Ryan, who was the
Republican vice presidential candidate in 2012, to run
for the White House. Others considering a White
House bid include senators Rand Paul of Kentucky
and Ted Cruz of Texas, as well as governors Scott
Walker of Wisconsin, Rick Perry of Texas, John Kasich
of Ohio, Bobby Jindal of Louisiana, and Mike Pence of
Indiana. Great skepticism remains among key
Republican Party figures that Romney, 67, will actual-
ly run, however. “I just think a lot of the money has
already drifted away to other candidates,” a former
Romney adviser said. — Reuters 

Romney considering 2016 White House run

Mitt Romney

WASHINGTON: The Justice Department is
weighing bringing criminal charges against for-
mer CIA Director David Petraeus over the han-
dling of classified information, a US official said
Friday night. Investigators have presented sen-
ior-level Justice Department officials such as
Attorney General Eric Holder with information
on the case to help inform a decision on charg-
ing the former four-star general, the official said.
The official was not authorized to discuss the
investigation by name and spoke on condition
of anonymity.

Robert Barnett, a lawyer for Petraeus,
declined to comment Friday night, as did Marc
Raimondi, a spokesman for the Justice
Department. Federal investigators have been
looking into whether Petraeus improperly
shared classified materials with his biographer,
Paula Broadwell, with whom he admitted hav-
ing an affair when he resigned from his position
in Nov 2012. Agents found a substantial num-
ber of classified documents on Broadwell’s com-
puter and at her home, a law enforcement offi-
cial has previously said.

Both have publicly apologized for the rela-
tionship. They have said their romantic relation-
ship began only after he retired from the mili-
tary and started at the CIA. The scandal marked
an abrupt fall for Petraeus, a man who led US
troops in Afghanistan and Iraq and was thought
to be a potential candidate for president. Since
leaving the agency, he still makes relatively reg-
ular speaking appearances to discuss military
combat and national security, including at a
Sept 11 commemoration event in Denver. 

It was not immediately clear when any deci-
sion would be made on whether to charge
Petraeus. The New York Times reported Friday
evening that prosecutors had recommended to
Holder that Petraeus be charged and that the
attorney general, who plans to leave his posi-
tion as soon as his successor is confirmed, had
been expected to make a decision by the end of
last year. Holder and FBI Director James Comey
are frequently quizzed during Capitol Hill
appearances about the status of the Petraeus
investigation, with some members of Congress
critical over the amount of time the investiga-
tion has taken.

Rep Jason Chaffetz, a member of the House
Judiciary Committee, told AP on Friday night
that he was frustrated by the pace of the investi-
gation and wanted a decision made soon. “We
need clarity one direction or another - either
charge and prosecute him or declare his inno-
cence and let him get on with his life,” Chaffetz
said. “What’s intolerable is to have an American
hero in limbo for literally years.” During a meet-
ing with reporters at FBI headquarters last
month, Comey was asked if he could say why
the investigation had taken so long. Comey said
he could, but would not. — AP 

US weighs criminal
charges for Petraeus

NEW YORK: A US judge on Friday sentenced
British hate preacher Abu Hamza to life
behind bars for the deadly kidnapping of
Western tourists in Yemen and terrorism, call-
ing him “evil” and his crimes “barbaric”. The
hook-handed imam, blind in one eye and a
double-hand amputee, was a tabloid bogey-
man in Britain after the 9/11 attacks for

preaching vitriolic, anti-American sermons at
the Finsbury Park mosque in north London.

The 56-year-old stared impassively at the
table and pursed his lips as Judge Katherine
Forrest jailed him for life, eight months after
he was convicted by a jury after a four-week
New York trial.  Saying he will  never be
released, Forrest told the court the world
could not be safe with such a man at liberty
exhorting others to acts of violence in the
name of religion. Abu Hamza, whose hands
were blown off by an explosives experiment
in Pakistan, had alarmed the jury for profess-
ing to love Al-Qaeda mastermind Osama bin
Laden. Forrest said she had thought long and
hard about the severity of the sentence, for a
complicated man who was a loved father of
nine but who showed no remorse. “Evil comes
in many forms but doesn’t always show itself
immediately in all its darkness,” Forrest said.
There is “a side of you that this court views as
evil”. She said he played a leadership role in
the 1998 kidnapping of 16 Western tourists in
Yemen, four of whom were killed, and in try-
ing to set up a terror training camp in Oregon
in 1999. His crimes were “barbaric” and “unac-
ceptable in a civilized society,” she added.

Defiant to the End 
Real name Mustafa Kemal Mustafa, Abu

Hamza provided material support to Al-
Qaeda, assisted the Taliban, sent terror
recruits to Afghanistan and perjured himself
at trial, Forrest said. Although he was not on
the ground in Yemen, he provided the kid-
nappers with an “indispensable” satellite
phone, she added. Forrest sentenced him to
two life sentences over the kidnapping, and a
combined total of 100 years on the nine other
counts, all to be served concurrently. Dressed
in navy scrubs, pale behind spectacles and
sporting a trimmed gray and white beard,
Abu Hamza sat in court chatting to his female
lawyer and occasionally put on a prosthetic
limb to take notes.

He insisted he was innocent and demand-
ed to be sent to a prison hospital, saying he
had suffered “torture” as a double amputee
suffering from diabetes in a detention facility
in New York. 

“With all honesty I do maintain my inno-
cence,” he told Forrest. He claimed to have
been bullied, subjected to small but repeated
injuries. He also complained of missing teeth
and in-growing toenails. Abu Hamza’s lawyer
Sam Schmidt had asked for a lesser sentence
that would give his client “a chance to spend
some of the last few years of his life with his
family”. He argued that Abu Hamza should
not be confined to the “extraordinarily harsh”
supermax federal prison ADX Florence in
Colorado, where the United States jails its
most dangerous convicts.

‘Justice at Last’ 
Forrest made no recommendation on

where Abu Hamza should serve his sentence,
leaving it to the Bureau of Prisons to deter-
mine. British Home Secretary Theresa May
welcomed the sentence and said Abu Hamza
“belongs” behind bars for the rest of his life.
He was arrested in Britain in 2004 at
Washington’s request and sentenced to seven
years in 2006 for inciting murder and racial
hatred, before being extradited to the United
States in 2012. US government prosecutors
argued that a life sentence was the only
appropriate punishment. 

“Abu Hamza’s blood-soaked journey from
cleric to convict, from imam to inmate, is now
complete,” said top Manhattan attorney Preet
Bharara, evoking this week’s Islamist attack
on a satirical magazine in France. “Abu Hamza
finally faced justice, as all those who engage
in terrorism against innocent civilians must,
here in the US, and all around the globe, as
the terrible events in Paris remind us.”—AFP

British preacher Abu 
Hamza jailed for life 

Abu Hamza Al-Masri

TALLAHASSEE, Florida: In this Sept 18, 2002 file
photo, Florida Gov Jeb Bush speaks at a news
conference. — AP 
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A combination made yesterday shows files pictures of political leaders who will participate in a mass rally staged in Paris today in the wake of
terror attacks on the Charlie Hebdo magazine and a Jewish supermarket. — AFP

German anti-Islamic rallies 

may grow on terror fears

Movement voices wide range of grievances
DRESDEN, Germany: Germany’s new anti-
Islamic PEGIDA movement plans to rally again
today, when analysts expect its ranks to swell by
thousands following this week’s bloody jihadist
violence in France. Leaders of the so-called
“Patriotic Europeans Against the Islamisation of
the Occident” have asked marchers to wear
black armbands and observe a minute’s silence
for “the victims of terrorism in Paris”.

Many observers of the rise of the far-right
populist movement in the eastern city of
Dresden now expect it to seek to make political
capital from the massacre at the French satirical
magazine Charlie Hebdo and its bloody after-
math. Fears over the events probably “will buoy
currents of the vague xenophobia that exist in
this country”, Everhard Holtmann of Halle-
Wittenberg University told the Handelsblatt
business daily.

“The Islamophobia syndrome, on the crest of
which PEGIDA rides, could in fact gain strength.”
PEGIDA has voiced a wide range of grievances
and railed against diverse enemies, not just
Islam and asylum-seekers, but also the media
and a political elite whom they accuse of dilut-
ing Germany’s Christian-based culture with mul-
ti-culturalism. Launched in October with a
march of just 500 people, it has since swelled
rapidly, stirring anguished debate in a country
whose dark history makes expressions of xeno-
phobia especially worrisome.

Chancellor Angela Merkel deplored the rise
of PEGIDA in a New Year’s address, saying its

leaders have “prejudice, coldness, even hatred in
their hearts”.

‘Nightmarish vision’ 
Nonetheless, next Monday “it is likely that

there will be even more people” than the record
18,000 who joined the latest rally, said Frank
Richter, head of Dresden’s civic education centre.
Victor Vincze, a senior city official on immigrants
affairs, agreed that more people may be mobi-
lized by the attacks on the Charlie Hebdo satiri-
cal magazine in France that claimed 12 lives and
the subsequent deadly hostage sieges.

He told AFP that “there will be people who
have stayed home so far and who will say: ‘Look
at what happened right in the heart of Europe,
in Paris. This is not Baghdad or Sanaa. This will be
emulated by others’”.

Activists have announced plans for PEGIDA
spin-offs in Austria and Scandinavia, while other
European far-right groups have voiced support
for the German movement. Political scientist
Werner Patzelt of Dresden Technical University
predicted that “it is likely that the 20,000-mark
for demonstrators will be reached Monday”. 

“The Paris attacks will without doubt affect
Dresden and give the PEGIDA movement even
more influence. “PEGIDA simply says to everyone
who claimed that their nightmarish vision had
nothing to do with reality that they must now
realise that this fear is not unjustified.”

PEGIDA said on its Facebook page that the
killings at Charlie Hebdo in Paris confirmed its

views. “The Islamists, which PEGIDA has been
warning about for 12 weeks, showed France that
they are not capable of democracy but rather
look to violence and death as an answer,” it said.
“Our politicians want us to believe the opposite.
Must such a tragedy happen here in Germany
first???”

The movement has so far failed to strongly
take root outside Dresden, in the former com-
munist East Germany. Copycat gatherings of
several hundred people each in western states
have been vastly outnumbered by counter-
demonstrations. Nonetheless their rhetoric
seems to strike a chord with many voters,
according to a poll published by Zeit weekly. In a
survey conducted several weeks ago, 57 percent
said they felt threatened by Islam, four points
higher than in 2012.

And 61 percent of non-Muslim Germans said
Islam had no place in the West, according to the
study released by the Bertelsmann Foundation
think tank. Germany, Europe’s most populous
country with 80 million people, is home to about
four million Muslims, mostly of Turkish origin.

Several German Muslim groups have called
for a silent march in Berlin on Monday to
denounce violence and the risk of division of
society. President Joachim Gauck said this week
the Paris attacks “have shaken us, but not our
beliefs”, stressing that his message was aimed at
the perpetrators and their sympathizers, but also
at “those who want to capitalize” on such
tragedies. —AFP

The militants who terrorized

France for three days

PARIS: The men who terrorized France for
three days had ties to Al-Qaeda and the
Islamic State group, and were well-known
to French intelligence services. Brothers
Cherif and Said Kouachi carried out the
massacre at the offices of Charlie Hebdo
magazine office Wednesday, killing 12,
before fleeing the capital. 

They holed up with a hostage at a small
printing firm north of Paris on Friday before
being killed by police commandos who
stormed the building.  Amedy Coulibaly
killed a policewoman in Paris Thursday, a
day before taking several people hostage
at a kosher supermarket in the east of the
city.

Speaking from the store he told French
television he “coordinated” his attacks with
the Kouachi brothers. He, too, was killed
when police launched an assault on the
shop to end the siege, in which four
hostages died. His wife Hayat
Boumeddiene is still  being sought by
police.

Cherif Kouachi
The 32-year-old Frenchman born in Paris

to Algerian parents and orphaned at a
young age grew up in the east of the city
not far from the site of this week’s maga-
zine attack. His history with jihadist net-
works dates back over a decade to his days
with the so-called Buttes Chaumont net-
work, named after a park in the 19th
arrondissement of Paris where its members
lived. The group of young, radical Muslims
helped arrange people’s journeys to Iraq to
join Al-Qaeda’s fight US forces.

The younger Kouachi was 22 when the
network was broken up by French police.
He was arrested just as he was about to fly
to Syria in 2005, from where he was due to
travel on to fight in Iraq. His lawyer at the
time, Vincent Ollivier, said this week he was
not particularly religious.

“He was a fairly typical, he smoked,
drank and chased girls,” said Ollivier. At his
trial in 2008, Kouachi said he was spurred
to act by the abuse of detainees by US
troops at Baghdad’s Abu Ghraib prison, but
was relieved he did not have to go through
with the trip.

He told the court he was working at a
supermarket and his main interest was rap
music, not jihad, but was nonetheless sen-
tenced to three years in prison, half of
which were suspended.

In prison he met Amedy Coulibaly and
the pair came under the spell of renowned
jihadist Djamel Beghal, who served 10
years for trying to break an Algerian
Islamist, Smain Ait Ali Belkacem, out of jail.
Kouachi was investigated in the prison

break-out attempt but the case was later
dropped. Speaking by phone to French TV
station BFM during the hostage crisis on
Friday, Cherif Kouachi said he travelled to
Yemen in 2011 for training-a trip financed
by American-Yemeni radical Anwar al-
Awlaki who was killed in Yemen by an
American drone strike in September that
year.

Kouachi also knew Boubaker al-Hakim, a
Franco-Tunisian fellow member of the
Buttes Chaumount network, who later
joined Islamic State and who claims to have
killed two Tunisian politicians, Chokri
Belaid and Mohamed Brahmi, in 2013.

Said Kouachi
Cherif’s 34-year-old brother was known

by French intelligence to have travelled to
Yemen in 2011, where he received
weapons training from a local Al-Qaeda
affiliate. Said first visited Yemen’s capital
Sanaa in 2009 and spent time at Al-Iman
University, which was founded by funda-
mentalist cleric Abdel Majid al-Zindani.

“He was disciplined, calm and discreet,”
said one former friend in Yemen. Another
friend said Said had helped defend another
school in northern Yemen against an attack
by Shia militants in 2013. Both he and
Cherif were on a US database of terror sus-
pects and no-fly list.

Amedy Coulibaly
Couibaly was born in Essonne, south of

Paris. He worked on and off at a Coca-Cola
factory between 2008 and 2010. The 32-
year-old petty criminal, who served time
for robbery and drug-related charges, is
believed to have converted to radical Islam
in prison.

He too was involved in the attempt to
free Belkacem. He was sentenced to five
years in prison in 2013 for his role in the
attempted escape, after 240 rounds of
Kalashnikov ammunition were found at his
home, but he was a free man again by May
2014. It was while in prison that Coulibaly
met Cherif Kouachi and Djamel Beghal.
Like Cherif “he seemed to have a certain
fascination for Djamel Beghal,” prison docu-
ments said.

Hayat Boumeddiene
Boumeddiene, 26, married Coulibaly in a

religious ceremony, but they have not had
the civil wedding required to make it offi-
cial in France.  Her mugshot was released
by police along with that of Coulibaly in
connection with Thursday’s shooting of the
policewoman. Both were described as
“armed and dangerous”.  She is still wanted
by police. —AFP

LONDON: A selection of British newspaper front pages yesterday. French forces were
yesterday frantically hunting for the girlfriend of an Islamist gunman as the country
mourned 17 dead in three blood-soaked days that shook the nation to its core. — AFP

PARIS: A crossbow in her hands and covered
top-to-toe in a black Islamic headwear and robe
that leaves only her eyes visible-that is the image
now circulating of France’s most-wanted
woman: Hayat Boumeddiene. The 26-year-old is
partner to Amedy Coulibaly, one of the three
gunmen shot dead by police after three days of
mayhem in France.

The photo, first published by Le Monde news-
paper, contrasts with the one French police
issued in its public appeal to locate her following
Friday’s bloody drama, in which Coulibaly was
killed by police commandos after he took
hostages in a Jewish supermarket in Paris.

The mugshot provided by the police shows a
sleepy-eyed young woman, her face and brown
hair showing, whom they had questioned in
2010 about Coulibaly. The police notice, howev-
er, warns that she is considered “armed and dan-
gerous”. She is suspected of being Coulibaly’s
accomplice in the murder of a  policewoman in
southern Paris on Thursday, during a massive
manhunt for two brothers who a day earlier
massacred 12 people at the offices of the satiri-
cal weekly Charlie Hebdo.

Police also suspect she might have had a
hand in Coulibaly’s supermarket hostage-taking,
though she was not identified among the dead
or wounded. Coulibaly was a 32-year-old long-
time criminal who apparently became a radical

Muslim during one of his frequent stints in
prison.

He claimed in a brief phone call to French tel-
evision station BFMTV midway through the
supermarket siege that he belonged to the
Islamic State jihadist group.  Coulibaly also said
he had coordinated his hostage-taking with the
other two gunmen, brothers Cherif and Said
Kouachi, who claimed separately to BFMTV that
they belonged to another fundamentalist group,
Al-Qaeda in Yemen. 

‘Married’ in 2009 
Cherif Kouachi, a 32-year-old Frenchman of

Algerian descent, was said to have pushed
Coulibaly, also a French citizen, towards extreme
Islam while the two were in prison together.
There was “constant and sustained” communica-
tion between Boumeddiene and the girlfriend of
Cherif Kouachi, according to Paris’s chief prose-
cutor FranÁois Molins, who said “more than 500
calls” were made between the two women in
2014. Investigators are now going through tele-
phone records and wiretaps, and other material
seized during searches, to determine the extent
of the complicity and anyone else who might be
connected to the gunmen. But the focus right
now is on Boumeddiene. Coulibaly moved back
in with her in May last year when he was
released from his last period behind bars. One of
seven children to a mother who died when she
was six, Boumeddiene was put into foster care
with her young siblings because her father, a
delivery man, was unable to take care of them.

She had a religious ceremony in 2009 to “mar-
ry” Coulibaly, though such unions are not recog-
nised in France unless preceded by a civil cere-
mony conducted by local officials, and the cou-
ple lived in a modest apartment in the poor sub-
urb south of Paris.

Le Parisien newspaper said she lost her job as
a cashier because she insisted on wearing the
top-to-toe Islamic wear known as a niqab.
Boumeddiene accompanied Coulibaly several
times to a forest in central southern France to fire
a crossbow. Le Monde published several photos
of the couple holding up the weapon, with
Boumeddiene wearing her niqab.

Her whereabouts are not known, but thou-
sands of police have been deployed to actively
search for her. —AFP

Charlie Hebdo ‘survivor’s

issue’ to sell outside France

PARIS: The “survivors’ issue” of Charlie Hebdo
will also be sold outside France next week
because of the massive world attention for
the satirical weekly following the massacre of
its top staff-a turnaround for a publication
that just a week ago was on the brink of fold-
ing. The remaining employees of the publica-
tion are putting out the special edition next
Wednesday, which they say will have one mil-
lion copies printed instead of the usual
60,000. The online solidarity slogan
#JeSuisCharlie has now been used more than
five million times, according to Twitter France,
making it the most-ever shared hashtag for
France-related topics.

The French company MLP that Charlie
Hebdo is using to distribute its much-awaited
issue has done deals with several other press
distribution groups, notably Naville in
Switzerland and SGEL in Spain, to sell the edi-
tion, industry sources said. Negotiations are
going on with companies in other countries,
such as Canada. Many other countries that
have never seen Charlie Hebdo-a comic-
heavy  newspaper that delights in breaking
taboos and testing the boundaries of taste
are also calling for copies to come their way.
All of the companies involved in getting next
week’s newspaper to the public have prom-
ised to do so for free, and all money from
sales of the issue are to go to the families of
the 12 people murdered in the attack on
Charlie Hebdo’s offices on Wednesday by two
Islamist gunmen.

The massacre wiped out five of the news-
paper’s leading cartoonists. The surviving
members of the publication have been at
work since Friday in premises loaned by the
newspaper Liberation to produce the new
issue. Chief editor Gerard Biard, who was in
London the day of the attack, said the issue
will include cartoons from the whole team-
including some from the killed cartoonists. All
the surviving staff are working on the issue
for free.

France’s Charlie Brown 
The sudden global prominence of Charlie

Hebdo, which before typically sold only half
of its usual 60,000 printed copies in France,
has saved it from imminent bankruptcy.

The newspaper, named after the American
comicbook character Charlie Brown (“Hebdo”
is French slang for weekly),  had only in
November made a public appeal for dona-
tions to keep going.

Back then, of the one million euros ($1.2
million) it was asking for, it had received only
26,000 euros. Closure seemed inevitable. But
now, French media have rallied around the
title to offer whatever help it needs, and the
French government is looking at releasing
public funds to bail out Charlie Hebdo.

Prime Minister Manuel Valls even dropped
by on Friday as the surviving staff started
work to lend his official support to the publi-
cation-which has in the past lampooned him
and other politicians. Keeping Charlie Hebdo
going is now being seen in France as an act of
defiance to the Islamists who sought to extin-
guish it, and a testament to free speech.

In 2011, the newspaper’s offices, empty at
the time, were firebombed by suspected
Islamists. Any depiction of Mohammed is
considered forbidden under Islam. In 2006,
Charlie Hebdo became a major target for
Islamists when it reprinted 12 cartoons of the
prophet published by the Danish newspaper
Jyllands-Posten in a statement for freedom of
expression. The cartoons, including one
which showed the Islamic prophet wearing a
bomb in a turban, had sparked violent
protests in several Muslim countries. Charlie
Hebdo’s staff-including several of those
killed-had long refused to bow to demands to
avoid such sensitive subjects. Instead they
redoubled their provocative efforts.

“The newspaper only defended freedom
of expression,” its lawyer, Richard Malka, said
this week, adding that it “paid a heavy price
for that”. — AFP

Boumeddiene: France’s

most-wanted woman

Hayat Boumeddiene

LONDON: Hurricane force winds left tens of
thousands of Scottish homes without electrici-
ty yesterday with conditions expected to wors-
en over the weekend. Trees were uprooted and
train and ferry services disrupted as winds of
up to 113 mph (181 km/h) battered the
Highlands and islands of Scotland.

Around 100,000 were left without power at
one point, but Scottish Hydro Electric Power
Distribution (SHEPD) said they had restored
power to 73,000 homes despite difficult condi-
tions. “Our electricity network was battered
continuously by hurricane winds for eight
hours on Thursday night and during much of
Friday,” explained Alan Broadbent, Director of
Engineering.

“This has weakened it in places, which
caused more power cuts overnight.” ScotRail
temporarily suspended all train services over
safety reasons on Friday and ferries were can-
celled.

The disruption is expected to spread south
to England as a new wave of wintry weather
sweeps in. “Another low pressure system is just
tracking to North West Scotland bringing
winds across the area of 50-60mph and caus-
ing gusts of up to 80mph,” said Met Office fore-
caster Simon Partridge.

“And off the back of that there are areas
that are stil l  trying to restore power.
Conditions for climbing up poles are not ideal
when you have 60mph winds. And it will be
generally windy across the UK.” Scotland,
Northern Ireland and northern England were
warned to be prepared for sleet and snow
overnight yesterday. Meanwhile, coastguards
in Brighton, southern England, called off the
search for two men lost at sea after entering
the water during a night out. “The conditions
for searching overnight were awful - it was
pitch black and the sea was extremely choppy.
It was very difficult to search,” said a
spokesman. “Very sadly, nothing has been
found and it is very unlikely that anything will
be. “This has turned into a recovery mission.
Very sadly there is no chance of finding them
alive,” he added. —AFP

Scotland battered

by high winds
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RAWALPINDI: An apparent suicide bomber
struck a Shiite mosque in Pakistan’s garrison city
of Rawalpindi yesterday, killing at least seven
people and wounding 15 others, with police
warning that the toll may rise. The powerful
explosion blew out windows and triggered
chaos as dozens of minority Shiite Muslims gath-
ered in the mosque to distribute alms to mark
the birthday of the Prophet Mohammed (PBUH).

The dead and wounded were wheeled out on
carts through the narrow lanes, with security
officials cordoning off the area to facilitate
access for relief workers. “I can confirm death of
seven people and injuries to 15 others. This
number may go up,” senior administration offi-
cial Sajid Zafar Dall said. “There were 100 to 150
people in the mosque at the time of attack,” Dall
said.

Meanwhile, a faction of the Pakistani Taleban
yesterday claimed responsibility for an apparent
suicide attack on the mosque in Rawalpindi.

The powerful explosion on Friday night in the
city in northern Punjab state triggered chaos as
dozens of minority Shiite Muslims gathered in
the mosque to distribute alms to mark the birth-
day of the Prophet Mohammed.

“We claim responsibility of the attack on the

Shiite mosque and vow to continue such attacks
against enemies of Islam,” spokesman of Jamat-
ul-Ahrar faction of Tehreek-e-Taleban Pakistan
(TTP), Ehsanullah Ehsan, said in an email.

“We want to make it clear to these infidel
rulers that we will not be impressed by any of
their laws or hangings,” he added. Pakistan has
strengthened its own offensive against the
Taleban since their attack on a military-run
school on December 16 killed 150 people, 134 of
them children.

The country ended its six-year-old moratori-
um on the death penalty in terror cases last
month in the wake of the massacre. Nine con-
victed militants have been hanged so far since
the de facto ban on capital punishment ended.
To further boost its efforts, the government on
Friday announced it was setting up nine military
courts to hear terrorism-related cases.

Another official at the scene said the casual-
ties included policemen guarding the mosque,
adding that the wounded had been sent to vari-
ous hospitals in the city. “I can see complete
chaos... There are dead bodies and injured peo-
ple inside the mosque,” Muhammad Salim, a
local police official said. 

The head of the mosque, Shamim Syed,

reported seeing the suicide bomber. “There were
security arrangements in place outside the
mosque. A suicide bomber tried to enter the
mosque and he was countered by police and our
scouts. He then exploded himself,” Syed told
reporters.

Eyewitnesses said the resulting explosion was
strong enough to shatter glass windows. “There
was a huge bang,” one eyewitness, Sadia Widad,
told AFP from the scene. “The injured are being
taken out of the mosque on carts because
ambulances are unable to enter the narrow
street.  “Lights went out due to power break-
down soon after the blast,” she said. 

A bomb targeting Shiites at a volleyball
match killed at least four people and injured
eight in Pakistan’s restive northwest last Sunday. 

The incident happened at the Hussaini
ground, owned by the local Shiite community
in the Kalaya neighborhood of the Orakzai trib-
al district.  Pakistan has strengthened its own
offensive against the Taleban since their attack
on a military-run school on December 16 killed
150 people, 134 of them children. Pakistan
described the carnage as its own “mini 9/11”
and a game -changer in the f ight against
extremism.  —AFP

Suicide blast kills 7 in 

Pakistan Shiite mosque

Pakistani Taleban claim responsibility for attack

COLOMBO: New President Maithripala
Sirisena invited exiled dissidents back to Sri
Lanka and promised to end censorship
yeterday as he began to turn the page on
the authoritarian rule of his toppled prede-
cessor. A day after his shock victory over
veteran incumbent Mahinda Rajapakse,
Sirisena began assembling a cabinet to
deliver his pledges to repair the war-
scarred nation’s diplomatic standing and
implement a raft of reforms.

Sirisena, who was sworn in Friday
evening after ending Rajapakse’s decade-
long rule, was trying to form a “national
unity” cabinet that would include members
from a cross section of parties, an aide said.
“He will name some ministers next week
and the balance after the pope’s visit,” from
January 13 to 15, said Sirisena’s top aide
Rajitha Senaratne, who is tipped to become
health minister.

He said that Sirisena has ordered the
immediate lifting of censorship on dissi-
dent websites, an end to phone tapping,
surveillance of journalists and politicians,
and the establishment of a right to infor-
mation law.

There was also an invitation to dozens of
Sri Lankan journalists and other dissidents
who have fled the country fearing attack
from the previous administration to “come
back immediately”.

“From now on, you have the freedom to
criticize us. We will take strong action
against anyone who tries to undermine
media freedom,” Senaratne told reporters
in Colombo.

Sirisena had promised a 100-day pro-
gram to carry out urgent political and eco-
nomic reforms, including moves to cut
back on the powers of the president that
Rajapakse gave himself during a decade in
office. Although there was no word from
the new president himself yesterday,
Sirisena is expected to make an address to
the nation from the historic hill resort of
Kandy today.

Shortly after being sworn in, Sirisena
appointed parliamentary opposition leader
Ranil Wickremesinghe as his prime minis-
ter. Wickremesinghe, who is expected to
wield considerable power, is seen as having
significantly better relations with the West
and regional powerhouse India than
Rajapakse.

In a previous stint as prime minister
between 2002 and 2004, he managed to
secure international support for a peace
process designed to end the island’s long-

running Tamil separatist conflict.
The efforts ultimately failed as

Norwegian-brokered negotiations fell apart
when Tamil Tiger rebels broke off talks and
returned to fighting in 2006, soon after the
hardline nationalist Rajapakse came to
power. Rajapakse came to be shunned by
many Western nations, who accused him of
turning a blind eye to large-scale human
rights abuses.

Several leaders, including the Indian and
Canadian prime ministers, boycotted a
Commonwealth summit hosted by the
strongman leader in November 2013 over
his refusal to allow an international investi-
gation into claims of massacres at the end
of Sri Lanka’s 37-year war in May 2009. 

India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and British leader David Cameron were
among the first to congratulate Sirisena,
whose first overseas visit will be to India
next month, Senaratne said.

‘Pressure on military’ 
Rajapakse won praise from US Secretary

of State John Kerry for conceding defeat in
the election early on Friday, even before
the last votes had been counted, when he
realised that Sirisena had an unassailable
lead. But in his press conference, Senaratne
said that Lt. Gen Daya Ratnayake, who is
the head of the armed forces, had come
under pressure to intervene shortly before
the concession. “The army chief was under
pressure to deploy but he did not. He
declined to do anything illegal,” Senaratne
told reporters.

“Even in the last hour, he (Rajapakse)
tried to remain in office. Only when he
realised that he had no other option, he
decided to go.” Rajapakse fell out with the
West over allegations his troops killed
40,000 Tamil civilians at the end of the civil
war. He refused to cooperate with a UN-
mandated investigation. While in power he
cultivated close links with China, which has
invested heavily in Sri Lanka, seeking to
counter rival India’s influence. Beijing has
downplayed suggestions the change in
leadership could impact its projects in Sri
Lanka.

Sirisena, a former health minister who
united a fractured opposition to pull off an
unlikely victory, has thanked his predeces-
sor for a “fair election that allowed me to be
the president”. It was a remarkable reverse
for Rajapakse, who had appeared certain of
victory when he called snap polls in
November. — AFP

Sri Lanka’s new president 

welcomes dissidents home

WASHINGTON: US Secretary of State
John Kerry was to leave late Friday for
India on his first foreign trip of 2015,
with a heavy focus on trade and invest-
ment with the South Asian economic
giant. His tour will also take him to
Geneva for talks Wednesday with his
Iranian counterpart on Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram, before he makes his first visit as
the top US diplomat to Bulgaria later in
the week.

It will be Kerry’s second trip to India
in six months, as the two allies have
worked to repair ties which frayed badly
early last year in a spat over the deporta-
tion of an Indian diplomat. He will also

be paving the way for a visit to the South
Asian nation by President Barack Obama
later this month who will be the coun-
try’s special guest for the Republic Day
celebrations.

En route for India, Kerry will stopover
for a few hours in Munich, southern
Germany, to meet with Oman’s Sultan
Qaboos. State Department spokes-
woman Jen Psaki said the Munich talks
would be more of “a personal visit”
although she acknowledged that Oman
played a key role in hosting secret talks
in 2012 between Iran and the US credit-
ed with bringing the Islamic Republic
back to the nuclear negotiations.

The key focus of Kerry’s visit to the
western Indian city of Ahmadabad will
be his address to the Vibrant Gujarat
Global Investors Summit hosted by new
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

It is the first time that the United
States is joining the conference as a part-
ner country-a biennial summit first
launched in 2003 to attract foreign
investment to the area bordering
Pakistan.

Two-way trade between the US and
India currently stands at $100 billion and
the countries aim to boost the figure to
$500 billion but have set no deadline. US
officials did not highlight whether any

major deals would be outlined during
the Gujarat visit.

But the summit will give Kerry the
chance to showcase “the vast opportuni-
ty for the American private sector” as
Modi seeks  to transform India’s econo-
my, a senior State Department official
said.

“I think the United States is going to
be a key player and a key partner in that
transformation and rejuvenation of the
Indian economy, and that this is a win-
win for both countries and for both peo-
ples,” the official added.

Kerry will also visit a Ford automotive
manufacturing plant which is to be

shortly inaugurated in Gujarat.  On the
sidelines of the summit, Kerry will hold
the a cabinet-level meeting with the
remote Himalayan kingdom of Bhutan. 

He will  meet Bhutanese Prime
Minister Tshering Tobgay in bid to
strengthen ties with the country, which
has remained one of the most isolated in
the world. In Bulgaria next week he will
“discuss security cooperation, energy
diversification” and bilateral trade, Psaki
said.

Kerry would also “highlight the
importance of the rule of law to help
Bulgaria develop its full potential as a
vibrant European democracy.” —AFP

Kerry heads to India seeking economic gains

RAWALPINDI: A Pakistani army soldier stands guard as Shiite Muslims arrive for the funeral of suicide blast victims in Rawalpindi yesterday. —AFP

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi vowed to provide
round the clock electricity for
India’s capital yesterday as he
kicked off his party’s campaign in
elections to Delhi’s state assembly.

Delhi has an unenviable reputa-
tion both for blackouts and as one
of the world’s most polluted capi-
tals, with diesel fumes from back-
up generators adding to the cock-
tail of smog that regularly blankets
the city. But in a speech to support-
ers of his right-wing Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), the prime minis-
ter said that he would soon make
the generators redundant.

“I promise that I will provide you
with a 24-hour supply of electricity,”
said Modi who came to power after
a landslide general election win in
May. Although the situation has
improved since an infamous sum-
mer of city-wide blackouts in 2012,
the Indian capital is still regularly
hit by localized power cuts that are
seen as hampering economic
growth.

India’s energy sector is almost
entirely state-run and recent moves
by the BJP government to open up
part of the coal sector to private
firms prompted a strike earlier this
week. During his rally, Modi indicat-
ed that he wanted to bring in com-
petition into the electricity sector.

“We will introduce a system where
you can choose who you want to
buy your electricity from, you can
select your own service provider in
the same way you choose your
phone’s network provider,” said
Modi. Delhi, a city-state of some 17
million people, has been without a
proper government since last

February, when firebrand anti-cor-
ruption campaigner Arvind Kejriwal
quit as chief minister just 49 days
after taking power. While Kejriwal’s
Aam Aadmi Party flopped in the
general election, he again represents
the major obstacle to the BJP’s elec-
toral hopes. The BJP’s failure to win
control of the Delhi assembly last

time round was a major shock and
Modi made Kejriwal the main target
of his invective, calling the self-styled
anarchist a liar and “backstabber”. No
date has yet been announced for the
Delhi polls, although the election
commission is widely expected to fix
a date for mid-February in the next
few days. — AFP

India PM pledges 24-hour 

power supply for Delhi

NEW DELHI: Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi (center left) and Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) President
Amit Shah (center right) wave hands to the crowd along with other BJP leaders in New Delhi yesterday. — AP

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s press showed rare
unity yesterday in giving the thumbs up to
new President Maithripala Sirisena who
had promised to restore media freedom
and lift censorship on websites.

“MS in stunning win over MR,” the Island
newspaper said in a headline referring to
Sirisena’s victory over incumbent Mahinda
Rajapakse who conceded defeated even
before the final results were released
Friday. The paper noted that the transfer of
power was smooth and the post-election
period was unusually peaceful in a country
known for violence before, during and after
national elections in the past.

The state-run Daily News, which had led
a vituperative campaign against Sirisena,
made a volte face yesterday to praise the
new president and relegated Rajapakse to
a stamp-size photo at the bottom of the
front page. Just a day earlier, the Daily
News had said that a victory of Sirisena
“seems to be a figment of the imaginations
of various interested parties”.

The Sinhalese-language Dinamina,
which is also state-run, carried a banner
headline saying Sirisena’s win was a
“Stunning Victory”. The new administration
is yet to take control of state-owned media

outlets. Sirisena’s new Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe told reporters Friday that
they are “free to report whatever you want
without the fear of being abducted”. He
said a program of Internet censorship
enforced by the former regime was also
being lifted. The Sinhalese Lakbima paper
hailed Rajapakse’s swift departure from his
official residence early on Friday, a move
that cleared the way for a peaceful transi-
tion. “His stepping down is a good start for
a new political culture,” the paper said,
splashing photos of Sirisena and his family
on the front page.

The private Daily Mirror, which had sup-
ported Sirisena during the campaign, said
it expected him to be a “promise keeper”.
“President Sirisena, you rise to great
heights if you are a promise keeper and not
just a promise maker.”

The English-language Island noted that
Sirisena had urged his supporters to refrain
from harming the vanquished and said the
call was magnanimous. Sirisena’s election
were marred by firebomb and shooting
attacks that left at least one dead and scores
injured. Sirisena referred to the violence in
his address to the nation shortly after being
sworn in, but urged restraint.—AFP

Sri Lanka press hails Sirisena, 

shun fallen strongman

COLOMBO: This picture shows newspapers for sale at a stall in Colombo yesterday, lead-
ing with headlines about the Sri Lanka’s new president Maithripala Sirisena. —AFP
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SEOUL: A Korean-American woman
accused of praising rival North Korea in a
recent lecture was deported from South
Korea yesterday, in the latest in a series of
cases that critics say infringe on the
country’s freedom of speech. The Korea
Immigration Service decided to deport
Shin Eun-mi, a California resident, after
prosecutors determined that her com-
ments violated South Korea’s National
Security Law, agency official Kim Du-yeol
said.

Shin departed the country on a flight
to the US yesterday evening, an immigra-
tion official said on condition of
anonymity, citing department rules. Shin
said she hopes to be able to return to
both Koreas. The Korean Peninsula
remains technically in a state of war, split
along the world’s most heavily fortified
border, because the 1950-53 Korean War
ended with an armistice, not a peace
treaty.  In South Korea, praising North
Korea can be punished by up to seven
years in prison under the National
Security Law.

In Washington, State Department
spokeswoman Jen Psaki said Shin had
been barred from exiting South Korea
for three weeks, and the US has seen
reports indicating the prosecution has

asked for her to be deported and
banned from the country for five years.
In a rare note of criticism of a key ally,
Psaki said that despite South Korea’s
generally strong record on human
rights, the security law limits freedom of
expression and restricts access to the
Internet.

Supporters argue that the law is
needed because of continuing threats
from North Korea. But critics want it
scrapped. Past authoritarian leaders in
South Korea frequently used the law to
suppress political rivals. Shin posted sto-
ries about her trips to North Korea on
OhmyNews, a popular South Korean
online news site. Her book on her trips
was included in a government-designat-
ed reading list in 2013, but the Culture
Ministry removed it this week. Ministry
officials said they will seek to retrieve
1,200 copies that were distributed to
libraries across South Korea.

During a November lecture in Seoul,
Shin said many North Korean defectors
living in South Korea had told her they
want to go back home and that North
Koreans hope new leader Kim Jong Un
will bring change. She also praised the
taste of North Korean beer and the
cleanliness of North Korea’s rivers.

Shin has said she had no intention of
praising the country and was only
expressing what she felt during her trav-
els there. Conservatives have sided with
government moves to expel Shin, accus-
ing her of ignoring North Korea’s
abysmal human rights conditions. But
her impending deportation drew sharp
criticism from liberals who say the con-
servative government of President Park
Geun-hye is clamping down on freedom
of speech.

“The decision to deport her is a clear
violation of human rights,” the
Hankyoreh newspaper said in an editori-
al Friday. “The government is taking the
lead in trampling on human rights.”

At the United Nations, the deputy
spokesman for Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon, Farhan Haq, told reporters: “The
secretary-general’s position on freedom
of expression and freedom of opinion is
well known. ... That would apply here as
well.” Ban is South Korean. In October,
prosecutors indicted a Japanese journal-
ist on charges he defamed Park by
reporting rumors that she was absent for
seven hours on the day of a ferry disaster
last April because she was with a man.
Last month, the Constitutional Court
ordered the dissolution of a small leftist

party that officials say advocated a North
Korean-style socialist system. In
December, a high school student threw a
homemade explosive device toward a

podium where Shin was speaking, injur-
ing two people. Shin was not injured. The
student was sent to a juvenile detention
center and is awaiting trial. —AP

Seoul deports American over positive N Korea comments

INCHEON: A Korean-American Shin Eun-mi, center, arrives at the Incheon
International Airport for departure in Incheon, South Korea, yesterday. Shin
accused of praising rival North Korea in a recent lecture said she is being
deported yesterday from South Korea, in the latest in a series of cases that crit-
ics say infringe on the country’s freedom of speech. —AP 

NEW DELHI: United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon waves to the gathering
upon arrival at the Indira Gandhi International Airport with his wife Yoo Soon-taek,
in New Delhi yesterday. Ban is in the country on a four-day official trip. — AP

SEOUL: North Korea said yesterday it had
offered to “temporarily” suspend any future
nuclear test if the United States cancels its annu-
al joint military drills with South Korea this year.

The government proposal was passed to the
US side through a “relevant channel” on Friday,
the North’s official KCNA news agency said. The
message called on Washington to help ease ten-
sions on the Korean peninsula by suspending all
of this year’s joint military exercises in South
Korea “and its vicinity”. For its part, North Korea
“is ready to take such a responsive step as tem-
porarily suspending the nuclear test over which
the US is concerned,” it said.

The United States, which has close to 30,000
troops permanently stationed in South Korea,
conducts a series of joint military exercises with
its key Asian ally every year. Seoul and
Washington insist the drills are defensive in
nature, but they are regularly condemned by
Pyongyang as provocative rehearsals for inva-
sion. The annual exercises habitually raise mili-
tary tensions between the two Koreas, who have
remained technically at war since the 1950-53
Korean War concluded with a ceasefire rather
than a peace treaty.

‘Anniversary’ proposal 
The KCNA report said Pyongyang’s proposal

was aimed at de-escalating tensions in 2015
which marks the 70th anniversary of the initial
division of the Korean peninsula into North and
South following the 1945 Allied victory in World
War II. Describing the US-South military drills as
the “root cause” of tensions on the peninsula,
KCNA said their continuation precluded any pos-
sibility of dialogue or detente.

Should Washington require talks to clarify
Pyongyang’s new proposal, the North “is ready
to sit with the US anytime,” the agency said.
North Korea has conducted three nuclear tests-
the last in February 2013 and recently threat-
ened a fourth in response to a UN resolution
condemning its human rights record.

However, expert analysis of recent commer-
cial satellite images of the North’s main under-
ground test site have shown none of the activity
associated with a pending detonation.

North Korea perennially demands that the US
and South Korea cancel their drills, but analysts
said the offer of a quid pro quo on nuclear test-
ing suggested a more pragmatic approach.

Will Washington bite? 
“It’s like they’re putting a worm on a line to

see if they can get a nibble,” said John Delury, a
North Korea expert at Yonsei University in Seoul.
“But I don’t see the US biting, at least not pub-

licly,” he added. Washington has steadfastly
refused to consider any dialogue with
Pyongyang until the North shows a tangible
commitment to abandoning its entire nuclear
weapons program.

Both Washington and Seoul have cursorily
dismissed all previous demands to halt their
joint drills.

And any apparent US concession towards
Pyongyang will be politically difficult at the
moment, given the particularly strained atmos-
phere in the wake of the recent high-profile
cyber attack on Sony Pictures which
Washington blamed on North Korea. “I imagine
the State Department will publicly slap down
this proposal, but it could stir some internal
debate, especially among those seeking a fresh
approach to North Korea in the last two years of
the Obama administration,” Delury said. Writing
this week in the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists, a
leading expert on North Korea’s nuclear pro-
gram, Siegfried Hecker, estimated that the
North likely had 12 nuclear weapons, with an
annual manufacturing capacity of four to six
more devices.

“So, by the time (President Obama) leaves
office, North Korea may have conducted anoth-
er nuclear test and have an arsenal of 20
bombs,” Hecker warned. — AFP

N Korea offers US deal 

to suspend nuke tests
Washington asked to drop joint drills with Seoul

JAKARTA: As investigators hunt for what
caused an AirAsia jet to crash in an equa-
torial storm on Dec 28, the aviation
industry is still struggling to apply the
lessons of accidents in similar weather
over the past decade. It is too early to say
whether the Airbus A320 crashed into
the Java Sea due to pilot error, mechani-
cal problems, freak weather or - as most
often happens in aviation disasters - a
combination of factors.

But its apparently uncontrolled
plunge, coming after a series of other
fatal crashes blamed at least in part on
loss of control, has refocused attention
on whether pilot training programs need
to improve.

Critics say pilots don’t get enough
training on how to react when an airliner
stalls or loses lift, and that changes in
guidance about best practices have been
slow. “The lessons have not been learned
to this day,” said David Learmount, one of
the aviation industry’s leading safety
commentators. “Everyone knows what
the problem is, but nobody is doing any-
thing about it.”

Though rare, loss of pilot control ranks
as the single biggest cause of air travel
deaths. Two crashes in particular forced
the issue  - the 2009 losses of an Air
France flight from Rio De Janeiro to Paris,
and a Colgan Air turboprop near Buffalo,
New York. In both, confused pilots
ignored or countermanded warnings of
an impending stall, a condition where a
plane loses lift because the air flow over
its wings is too slow.

The Air France jet took a four-minute,
38,000 feet plunge into the ocean.
Despite repeated stall alarms, the control
stick was fatally yanked backwards.

BACK TO BASICS
Classic stall training calls for pilots to

push the control stick forward, nosing
the plane down so it will swoop lower
and regain speed, which is effective but
uncomfortable. But over the last 30
years, most airlines encouraged their
pilots to hold the control stick broadly
steady and gun the engines to power
their way out of a stall, trying to keep the
ride as level as possible.

In examining stall crashes from that
period, that procedure “wouldn’t have
helped and would have led to more acci-
dents than it prevented,” said Claude
Lelaie, a retired former chief test pilot at
Airbus. In a rare joint move from 2009,
Airbus and Boeing called for a return to
robust cockpit procedures that prevailed
“when the old guys like me were being
trained,” Lelaie said. “We were told to
push the stick at the first sign of a stall.”
But it took several years to set rules that
ensure pilots receive regular refresher
training and to root out the disputed
cockpit procedures of past decades.

The new voluntary guidelines by the

United Nations International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAO), which
coordinates safety, took effect just six
weeks before the loss of AirAsia Flight
QZ8501, and will take years to be imple-
mented around the globe.

New U.S. rules on pilot training do not
take effect until 2019. Regulators will
require flight simulators to better model
stall behavior, changes that will also take
years to implement.

ICAO also has proposed that pilots
refresh their stall training by flying small
aerobatic planes. But Learmount and
others said most airlines would be reluc-
tant to pay for it. Changes in training
cannot be made overnight because they
can create other risks. Even minor adjust-
ments must be thoroughly researched to
avoid sowing the seeds of future acci-
dents. The industry is wrestling with a
steep drop in the time pilots spend man-
ually flying. Pilots now typically steer for
only a few minutes at takeoff and land-
ing, and rely on autopilot for the lengthy,
boring cruise phase of flight.

When a sudden upset occurs - such as
icing or powerful air currents from a
storm - even the best pilots can experi-
ence a “startle effect” and may struggle
to recall manual flying skills for that rare
situation. A study by Australia’s Griffith
University found a person’s ability to
process information is significantly
impaired for 30 seconds after being star-
tled, so being trained to cope with the
unexpected is as important as knowing
cockpit theory.

FLIGHT SIMULATORS
Flight simulators pose another chal-

lenge. The machines are crucial because
pilots get little or no in-flight training for
stalls after basic training. But most simu-
lators still cannot accurately model a
plane’s behavior in a full stall. The Federal
Aviation Administration has pressing to
make them better in a rule-making
process that closed this week. Simulator
makers want better data about stalls to
improve their machines. But plane mak-
ers say airliner stalls are so unpredictable
that the data would be of little value - a
dispute that could also have implications
for any potential liabilities.

“It’s not clear how the simulation data
will be collected,” said Pat Anderson,
director of flight research at Embry-
Riddle Aeronautic University, the largest
US flight training school.

Around the world, airlines, flight
schools and governments vary widely in
how swiftly and fully they adopt the
changes. Some airlines train in-house
and go beyond what’s required.  Others
just meet minimum standards, said
David Greenberg, a consultant and for-
mer head of flight operations at Delta Air
Lines. “Training is still a patchwork quilt,”
he said. — Reuters

After string of jet crashes, a 

struggle to re-train pilots

CAIRNS: Australian mourners and family members leave the Cairns Convention Centre as the bodies of eight children leave in hearses for burial
after a service in Cairns yesterday. Thousands of people flocked to the funeral of eight children found dead at their home in the northern
Australian city of Cairns, in a crime that shocked the country. — AFP

Pope’s Asia trip to address 

poverty, climate change
COLOMBO/VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis returns to
Asia for the second time in less than six months,
travelling to Sri Lanka and the Philippines in coming
days to underscore his concern for inter-religious
dialogue, poverty and the environment.

Security will be a main issue in both countries,
particularly in the Philippines, Asia’s only majority
Catholic country, where up to six million people are
expected to attend an outdoor Mass on Jan 18.

Up to 40,000 police, troops and reservists will
take part in what military chief General Gregorio
Catapang has called the country’s biggest ever secu-
rity operation. “There will be soldiers rappelling up
and down helicopters to rescue the pope in case he
will be pinned down by a sea of people. We may air-
lift or use naval boats to bring the pope to safety if
necessary,” he said.

When Pope John Paul visited Manila in 1995,
security perimeters were breached and he had to be
taken by helicopter to a Mass site because his car
could not get through a sea of some 5 million peo-
ple.

One theme of the Jan. 12-19 trip will be climate
change.  During his stay in the Philippines he will vis-
it Tacloban, where Typhoon Haiyan killed 6,300 peo-
ple in 2013. Sri Lanka is among the Asian countries
experts say will see sea level rises likely to displace
people and adversely affect tourism and fisheries.

The Vatican says Francis, who is preparing an
encyclical on the environment, will speak about the
issue several times. While Pope John Paul made a
number of trips to Asia - visiting both countries in
1995 - Francis’ immediate predecessor Benedict,
who resigned in 2013, made none to a region the
Vatican sees as a potential growth area.

“We have to recover the presence of a pope in
this preponderant area of humanity,” Vatican
spokesman Father Federico Lombardi said. Only
about 3 percent of people in the region are Catholic.

“This continent in many ways represents a fron-
tier for the Church,” said Father Antonio Spadaro,
editor of the Italian Jesuit magazine Civilta Cattolica.
“Inter-religious dialogue is tested every day and
young Churches there are growing”.

SURPRISE ELECTION
The 78-year-old arrives on Tuesday morning in

the Sri Lankan capital, Colombo, days after President
Mahinda Rajapaksa lost his bid for a third term, end-
ing a decade of rule that critics say had become
authoritarian and marred by nepotism and corrup-
tion. Lombardi said he hoped the surprise election
result in the former British colony would not give
rise to any “inconveniences that will affect the seren-
ity and tranquillity of the trip”.

The main purpose of the three-day stop in Sri
Lanka is to canonise Joseph Vaz, a Catholic priest
credited with rebuilding the Church there in the
17th and 18th centuries after Dutch occupiers
imposed Calvinism as the official religion. The
Indian Ocean island nation is about 70 percent
Buddhist, 13 percent Hindu, 10 percent Muslim
and only about 7 percent Catholic. Francis will
stress the need for worldwide inter-religious dia-
logue, and, speaking after the recent attacks in
France, again condemn the concept of violence in
God’s name.—Reuters 
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The lawyer said the verdicts were issued in absen-
tia and that neither he nor his clients were informed
of the case or the ruling. The verdict was sent for
immediate implementation although such a process
normally takes several weeks, he said. Subaie said he
plans to challenge the ruling today.  On Tuesday,

authorities arrested former liberal MP Saleh Al-Mulla
for comments on Twitter deemed offensive to HH the
Amir and Egyptian President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi, who
visited Kuwait last week. Mulla has been in detention
since then and is due for trial today. Kuwaiti courts
have sentenced several opposition activists and for-
mer lawmakers for remarks deemed insulting to the
Amir. — AFP 

Former minister jailed for article...

Continued from Page 1

Sheikh Mazen revealed a new multiple entry visa for one
year or several months will be given to highly-skilled profes-
sionals such as doctors, engineers and legal advisors who vis-
it the country at the request of major companies and estab-
lishments. He said a proposal is in the works to grant student
visas to Arab and foreign students who wish to study in pri-
vate universities in Kuwait. Students will be given the oppor-
tunity after they graduate to stay and work in Kuwait if they
find a suitable job. Sheikh Mazen said a low-income couple
who have a child will be granted a dependant visa without

considering the minimum salary condition of KD 250. 
Meanwhile, an official source at the social affairs and

labor ministry said the ministry decided against resum-
ing issuance of work permits in January because this will
cause confusion in the marketplace and the population
structure, since 300,000 workers are expected to enter
the country during the next few months. The director of
the Public Authority for Manpower also rejected claims
that the government is harassing expats. He said expats
are welcome if they follow existing rules and conditions,
along with the availability of job opportunities for them
by project owners. — Al-Qabas and Al-Rai

Nationality quotas eyed to adjust...

Continued from Page 1

France deployed hundreds of troops around Paris yes-
terday, further beefing up security on the eve of the
march expected to draw around a million. Already, yester-
day’s rallies drew some 700,000 onto the streets in cities
across France in poignantly silent marches after the
nation’s bloodiest week in more than half a century. “The
real battle is to defend freedom of thought,” Yamina, a 40-
year-old demonstrator in the city of Marseille, said with
tears in her eyes, while marchers carried signs declaring
“Not afraid!”

After Friday’s dramatic events, Hollande warned grimly
that the threats facing France were not over - comments
followed by a chilling new threat from the Yemen-based
Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula group. AQAP top sharia
official Harith Al-Nadhari warned France to “stop your
aggression against the Muslims” or face further attacks,” in
comments released by the SITE monitoring group.

The three-day killing spree began Wednesday with an
assault on the Charlie Hebdo satirical magazine in Paris
that saw two brothers massacre 12 people including
some of the country’s best-known cartoonists and a day
later, Coulibaly shot dead the policewoman. The massive
manhunt for the two Kouachi brothers developed into a
car chase Friday and then a tense standoff as they took
one person hostage in a printing firm northeast of Paris.

The small town of Dammartin-en-Goele was trans-
formed into what looked like a war zone, with elite forces
deploying snipers, helicopters and heavy-duty military
equipment as they surrounded the pair. With all eyes on
the siege outside Paris, suddenly explosions and gunfire
shook the City of Light itself as Coulibaly stormed a Jewish
supermarket on the eastern fringes of the capital. In what
Hollande called an “appalling anti-Semitic act”, Coulibaly
took terrified shoppers hostage hours before the Jewish
Sabbath, killing four.

As the sun set, the brothers in Dammartin-en-Goele
charged out of the building with guns blazing in a desper-

ate last stand, before being cut down. Within minutes,
elite commando units moved in Paris against Coulibaly,
who had threatened to execute his hostages unless the
brothers were released. He had just knelt for his evening
prayer when the special forces struck. Explosions rocked
the neighbourhood - one lighting up the shopfront in a
fireball - and shooting erupted as the commandos burst
in. “It’s war!” shouted a mother as she pulled her daughter
away.

Up to five people - including a three-year-old boy - sur-
vived hidden inside a refrigerator for five hours, with
police pinpointing their location using their mobile
phones, prosecutors and relatives said. In the printing
firm, the brothers took the manager hostage, later releas-
ing him after he helped Said with a neck wound, while a
second man hid beneath a sink upstairs.

Leaders have urged the country to pull together in
grief and determination, but questions are mounting over
how the three men - Cherif and Said Kouachi, and
Coulibaly - slipped through the security net after it
emerged that all three were known to intelligence agen-
cies. As the drama reached its climax, links emerged
showing the brothers and Coulibaly were close allies and
had worked together. All three had a radical past and
were known to French intelligence. Cherif Kouachi, 32,
was a known jihadist who was convicted in 2008 for
involvement in a network sending fighters to Iraq. His
brother Said, 34, was known to have travelled to Yemen in
2011, where he received weapons training from AQAP.

It also emerged that the brothers had been on a US ter-
ror watch list “for years”. Coulibaly, 32 - who met Cherif
Kouachi in prison - was sentenced to five years in prison in
2013 for his role in a failed bid to break an Algerian
Islamist, Smain Ait Ali Belkacem, out of jail. Boumeddiene
and Cherif’s girlfriend spoke “more than 500” times by
phone in 2014, said Paris’s chief prosecutor Francois
Molins. Prime Minister Manuel Valls said the carnage they
left in their wake showed there had been “clear failings” in
intelligence.  — AFP 

France hunts female suspect 

Continued from Page 1

“Among the dead are two vigilantes who were search-
ing the girl. I am pretty sure the bomb was remotely con-
trolled.” A Red Cross official, who declined to be named,
warned: “Many people sustained life-threatening injuries.”

Borno State police spokesman Gideon Jubrin told
reporters 19 people were killed and 18 others were
injured but warned that the death toll could rise. The mar-
ket in the Borno state capital was cordoned off as health
officials began the grim task of sifting through the wreck-
age and collecting body parts. An attack at the same mar-
ket on Dec 1 killed more than 10 people, and a week earli-
er more than 45 people lost their lives in an attack there.
On July 1, at least 15 people were killed in another suicide
attack there blamed on the militants.

Boko Haram launched its first female suicide attack in

June last year in the northern state of Gombe and there
have been a spate of bombings since, including four in a
week in the city of Kano in July. The same month a 10-
year-old girl was found in Katsina state wearing a suicide
vest, prompting fears that young girls were being forced
into becoming human bombs rather than through ideo-
logical motivation.

Forced conscription of young men and boys by Boko
Haram has been well-documented. Last July, three
women said to be “female recruiters” for Boko Haram were
arrested. An alleged trainer of women bombers was also
detained in Kano in August with up to 16 “trainees”. Boko
Haram, fighting for the creation of an Islamist state, is now
said to be in control of all three borders of Borno state
with Niger, Chad and Cameroon, as well as dozens of
towns and villages in Borno and the neighbouring states
of Yobe and Adamawa. — AFP 

Child suicide bomber kills 19 in Nigeria

Continued from Page 1

While 360-degree imaging has been around for several
years in services such as Google Maps, Ateme said it is far
more challenging to produce this for live television. It “is
completely different to do 360 degrees for live TV, and
making it seamless,” said Ateme research manager Jerome

Vieron. Other partners in LiveSphere include the Finnish
technology group Finwe and France-based Kolor, which
specializes in “image-stitching”. The partners are working
with broadcasters around the world to produce live events,
using the 360-degree interactive format. The navigation on
the Pufferfish display is done by hand, while a remote con-
trol can be used for viewing on a television screen.  — AFP 

Future TV a sphere?

ISLAMABAD: In the face of Pakistan’s prolific use of
blasphemy laws and a culture of political violence, car-
toonists must tread a thin line. But they do find ways to
poke fun at the powerful - including religious extrem-
ists. The conservative nation of 200 million people is
consistently ranked one the world’s most dangerous
countries for journalists, with reporters often caught
between powerful spy agencies and Islamist militants.

Without subscribing to all the ideas of Charlie
Hebdo’s satirists killed this week for their depictions of
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), the country’s caricaturists
have sustained a proud, decades long tradition of
pushing the envelope of free speech. “Everybody has a
red line. I can make cartoons against terrorism, terror-
ists but not about the Prophet,” said Rafique Ahmad,
who is known by the pen name “Feica” and is regarded
as a legend among Pakistani cartoonists. “I have drawn
lots of cartoons about bigots, fanatics, these funda-
mentalists,” added Feica, who began his career in the
late seventies during the harsh rule of Islamist General
Zia ul-Haq when censorship was rife.

In Pakistan, the controversial blasphemy law carries
the death penalty for those who insult the Prophet
Mohammed. There are currently 14 languishing on
death row for the charge, while mobs often carry out
their own form of justice as was the case when a
Christian couple were burnt to death at a brick kiln last
November. Though the constitution guarantees free-
dom of expression, it is ring-fenced: attacks against the
“glory of Islam” and the “security” of the country are
strictly prohibited. “Self-censorship is everywhere” said
Feica.

Caught between a powerful military that has led
three coups in the country’s history and the rising men-
ace of Islamist extremists who have waged an insur-
gency against the state for more than a decade, car-

toonists are careful to lampoon concepts without mak-
ing things too personal. “If you target militants, extrem-
ists or Taleban it is OK but if you target a specific per-
son... then that becomes a personal vendetta and
chances of attacking you increase,” said veteran car-
toonist Sabir Nazar.

A few years ago, he received threats after drawing
a caricature of the radical Red Mosque in Islamabad,
the scene of a bloody army operation in 2007 and now
the focal point of a “Reclaim Our Mosque” movement
after a bloody Taleban attack on a Peshawar school last
month.

One Country, Two Systems 
In Pakistan, where 45 percent of the population is

illiterate, the English-language press remains the pre-
serve of a minority urban educated readership, unlike
the Urdu newspapers which sell hundreds of thou-
sands of copies every day. Cartoons are therefore tai-
lored for their audience. The Urdu press is more nation-
alist, religious, conservative and popular than English
and cartoonists do not enjoy the same level of free-
dom. “My code is very strict: I don’t touch subjects like
religion and sex.  These are two subjects we are not
supposed to touch. The common man has so many
problems (in this country) so I have always focused on
the common man,” said Jawed Iqbal, a cartoonist for
the daily Jang, the country’s most read paper.

Roll ing power outages, gas shortages, a
Kafkaesque bureaucracy, and political rivalries provide
the bulk of material for cartoonists such as Iqbal. Iqbal,
like the other cartoonists, expressed deep sympathy at
the killings of his French counterparts. “But I don’t
know why they have touched the subject which can
affect millions of people. They shouldn’t touch that
subject,” he said. —  AFP 

Pakistani cartoonists

treading a fine line

KARACHI: In this photograph taken on Friday, Pakistani cartoonist Rafique Ahmad, alias “Feica” draws at his
office. -— AFP 
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Freedom of speech is a cherished US value
one heralded this week after the deadly
attack on Charlie Hebdo - but commenta-

tors have questioned why there is no obvious
equivalent to the French weekly on American
newsstands. If Charlie Hebdo wanted to be pub-
lished on “any American university campus over
the last two decades it wouldn’t have lasted 30
seconds,” New York  Times columnist  David
Brooks wrote Friday in a piece titled “I am not
Charlie Hebdo”. “Student and faculty groups
would have accused them of hate speech. The
administration would have cut financing and
shut them down,” Brooks wrote.

“In my opinion, there is no magazine that
occupies a similar place in the American market-
place that Charlie Hebdo does in France,” colum-
nist Tony Norman told AFP. Norman argued to
his readers in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette that
Americans are “too respectful of political author-
ity and too wary of offending religious sensibili-
ties or upending racial taboos to even try”. The
American media market does have a few stan-
dard bearers in the satire business: “The Onion”
and “Mad” have a dedicated following. In televi-
sion, the television program “South Park” regu-
larly pokes fun at religion and politics on the
Comedy Central channel, while avowed atheist
Bill Maher stirs up controversy on HBO.

Historical Reasons 
The US First Amendment, hundreds of years

old, guarantees to anyone the right to speak as
they please. Offensive speech is protected by the
same amendment and Americans generally find
it’s better to discuss than to prohibit. In 1988,
the US Supreme Cour t  upheld the r ight  of
Hustler magazine to lampoon a prominent pas-
tor by suggesting he had a sexual relationship
with his mother. “The answer probably involves
self-censorship, history, and support for religion
in American society,” Robert Speel, a professor of
pol i t ica l  sc ience at  Penn State  Er ie  sa id.
“Criticism of specific religious beliefs and prac-
tices is generally considered taboo in American
society,” Speel said, pointing out the US was cre-
ated by a diverse group of religious dissidents
and migrant populations.

Speel said in his classes on France’s secular
culture American students almost universally
oppose French laws banning religious head cov-
erings in public places, despite arguments about
safety or assimilation. Religious freedom comes
first for American students, he said. While cover-
ing the attack in Paris, major newspapers like the
New York Times, The Washington Post and CNN
have refused to reproduce the controversial car-
toons under debate, so as not to offend Muslim
readers.

Charlie Hebdo ran because it was “essentially
run by a group of friends who had known each
other for years and shared the same sensibility”,
said Arthur Goldhammer, who teaches at the
Center  for  European Studies  at  Har vard
University. Here articles and illustrations have to
be approved by a number of people from vari-
ous backgrounds before they are published,
Goldhammer said. “So ‘provocative’ material is
more likely to be flagged as offensive, because it
is scrutinized by people with different points of
view,” he said.

The cultural and social taboos are more pow-
erful than other prohibitions, Speel said. “There
is  a  famous l ine f rom the T V show ‘ The
Simpsons,’ where the preacher’s wife exclaims
‘Won’t somebody please think of the children!’
Speel said. “That line, used to indicate that chil-
dren should be shielded from speech about sex,
or profanity, or other salacious language, or
against any other threats or fears, describes well
the common American attitudes toward public
displays of sex, nudity, or profanity.” — AFP 
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By Yousaf Butt

Having failed to reach an agreement on a comprehen-
sive nuclear accord in November, Tehran and the six
world powers set a new deadline - July 1, 2015. The

diplomats are to meet again on Jan 18, though prospects
for a rapid breakthrough remain thin. One big roadblock is
that the International Atomic Energy Agency has set for
itself the impossible goal of verifying the “purely peaceful”
nature of Iran’s nuclear program.

The agency, however, cannot do this. Not for Iran - not
for any country. By holding Iran to this impossible stan-
dard, the agency undercuts the likelihood of a nuclear
deal. No matter how stringent the agency’s oversight, for
example, some Iranian scientist or engineer could always
idly doodle bomb designs - with or without the knowledge
of the government. So no one can prove that all nuclear
activities in Iran are purely peaceful.

As long as actual nuclear materials are not involved,
such weapons research is not against the letter of the law.
Even running computer simulations of nuclear bombs
would be consistent with the (rather lax) requirements of
the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and those of the IAEA
nuclear safeguards agreement. Yet after the previous
round of talks ended, the head of the agency, Yukiya
Amano, said on CNN that his group “cannot yet give the
assurance that all nuclear activities in Iran are for peaceful
purposes.” By repeating the phrase four times in the short
interview, he suggested this is a key role of his agency.  But
it is not.

Amano also failed to mention that Iran is not unique in
this. The agency cannot vouch for the purely peaceful
nature of nuclear activities in Argentina, Brazil and 51
other states as well. The agency has admitted that its
“legal authority to pursue the verification of possible
nuclear weapons-related activity is limited” unless
nuclear material is involved. The organization can seek
the voluntary cooperation of a signatory state to go
beyond this standard. But it does not have either the
legal basis or the technical capability to verify that “all
nuclear activity” is peaceful in any nation.

A former agency director, Hans Blix, recently explained
this point. “There could always be small things in a big geo-
graphical area that can be hidden,” Blix said, “and you can
never guarantee completely that there are no undeclared
activities”. The atomic energy agency was designed as an
apolitical technical organization. It was set up to take regu-
lar accounting of member states’ nuclear materials, ensur-
ing that none is diverted to weapons use. The agency has
executed this mission well. Over the decades, for example,
it has repeatedly confirmedthat declared nuclear material
in Iran has not been diverted to any military program.
Contact with member states is governed by bilateral safe-
guards agreements, whose sole purpose is to confirm this
nuclear material accountancy. But nowhere does it state
the agency’s job is to monitor “all nuclear activities,” or that
it is responsible for ensuring the purely peaceful nature of
any nation’s nuclear program.

Getting Things Wrong
The reason is simple: The agency also does not have the

manpower, budget and specialized technical skills to carry
out nuclear-weapons investigations in signatory states. By
suggesting it can prove all Iran’s nuclear activities are
peaceful, the agency is overselling its capabilities. There
are actually few nuclear-weapons experts at the agency,
and those few are banned by Iran from working on its
inspections file. So the agency’s material-accountancy
experts are trying to make technical judgments on
weaponization work they are unfamiliar with. And they
appear to be getting things wrong.

After the latest round of talks ended in November, for
example, Iran provided evidence that supported its claims
that the agency’s reports describing the “possible military
dimensions” of its nuclear program are “full of errors”. There
may be technical merit to Tehran’s assertion. My assess-
ments of these charges show that either the agency is con-
cerned about hardware that has legitimate civil (or con-
ventional military) uses or else it seems to be doing poor
technical analysis.  I t doesn’t help that a hawkish
Washington think-tank is also painting Iran as having vio-
lated its interim nuclear agreement.

A major bone of contention between Iran and the
atomic agency is about access to the military site at
Parchin, where the agency has looked twice and found
nothing of concern. But the agency now says an anony-
mous source has informed it that a conventional explosive-
containment chamber - possibly relevant to nuclear
weapons research - is on that site. So it wants to revisit
Parchin. Whatever happened in the past, however, US
Intelligence Director James Clapper has confirmed he has a
“high level of confidence” that Tehran is not now
weaponizing.

In addition, a former inspections director of the
International Atomic Energy Agency, Robert Kelly, who is a
35-year veteran of the US nuclear weapons complex, has
found weaknesses in the agency’s reasoning. He criticized
the organization’s refusal to take up Iran’s offer to inspect
another site where the agency alleges Iran also may have
conducted nuclear weapons-relevant research. Blix is also
skeptical of the agency’s handling of intelligence. He noted
that there is “as much disinformation as information” in the
reports on Iran’s alleged weaponization efforts.

The fact is that the agency is skilled at nuclear-materials
accountancy, but not properly outfitted for the nuclear-
weapons investigations it is being called on to conduct.
Meanwhile, its rhetoric has influenced leaders worldwide
that Iran deserves to be singled out because it alone has a
nuclear program that cannot be proven to be purely
peaceful. Consider, for example, that President Barack
Obama in his 2010 address to the United Nations General
Assembly said, “Iran is the only party to the NPT that can-
not demonstrate the peaceful intentions of its nuclear pro-
gram.”

If deeper investigations into possible past nuclear
weapons research in Iran - or any other country - are
desired, the world powers should form an organization
that has the technical nuclear weapons knowledge, as well
as the legal mandate, to be able to do this. The IAEA now
has neither.

NOTE: Yousaf Butt, a nuclear physicist, is senior scientific
adviser to the British American Security Information Council
in London. — Reuters 

IAEA can’t guarantee any program is peaceful 

In the ‘land of 
the free,’ some 
speech is taboo

By Fabienne Faur

By Neal Gabler

When Gallup issued its annual poll of
the men Americans most admired in
2014, it featured two improbable

names at No. 10: Russian President Vladimir
Putin and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu. All things considered, 2014 wasn’t
a terribly good year for either. Both found
themselves embroiled in conflict and contro-
versy.  Both faced international opprobrium.
And both exhibited a pugnacity that, diplo-
matically at least, was hardly considered
admirable.

So how did Putin and Netanyahu wind up
with enough admirers in this country to place
them on the list? The simple answer
may be that they exude certitude
in an age that reveres it, and
views it as strength. This is the
opposite of what we are
taught in sophisticated college
humanities courses - that cer-
tainty is the dominion of
fools and knaves. There is
no absolute truth, scholars
insist, and even if there
were, no one could claim a
monopoly on it. We are taught
to believe in ambiguity, accom-
modation and a certain
kind of intellectual mod-
esty - that just because we
may feel something does-
n’t make it true or right. This
sort of modesty is regularly
cited as one hallmark of great
thinkers and great people. They
understand their limitations.

But in the real world, people

do not necessarily find intellectual modesty
admirable. What the hurly-burly of life seems
to teach is that the one thing we can admire is
a person’s sense of certitude - honoring deep
conviction and an unwillingness to counte-
nance doubt. Putin and Netanyahu are, of
course, very different, beginning with the fact
that the first is a strongman who can impose
his certitude on others while the second is
not. But if they have one thing in common,
this is it: Neither seems torn by internal strug-
gle. Each projects absolute confidence in his
own beliefs and visions.

It isn’t hard to understand why Americans
might confuse certainty with strength, which

is indeed admirable.  Self-confidence is
practically a secular religion in

America, with everyone from
Tony Robbins to Oprah
Winfrey as the prefects. In
the world of U.S. self-help,
we hear endlessly that
confidence and self-assur-

ance are the magic
elixirs to a productive

and satisfying life. You
can do anything if only

you believe in yourself.
You can invade Ukraine, for

example, or resist interna-
tional pressure to find some

accommodation with the
Palestinians.

In political terms, Putin and
Netanyahu share a similar brava-

do - which is movie bravado. The
kind that Americans found so

appealing in John Wayne or
Arnold Schwarzenegger, nei-

ther of whose characters

ever had a doubt cross their mind. It isn’t nec-
essarily that we believe in what Putin or
Netanyahu are doing. Certainly, few
Americans, quite likely even those who say
they admire Putin, endorsed his annexation of
Crimea. Their admiration must be for the
chutzpah of it - for the willingness to act in a
world so often paralyzed by inaction. It’s a
vicarious thrill, even when the action is ques-
tionable. In a way, the admirers could be say-
ing: “He’s wrong, but he’s strong.”

Appeal
But if certainty has always had a powerful

appeal, and if that appeal had been fortified
by the self-help movement, it may now draw
its greatest strength from the fact that a
world of conflict, brinkman-
ship, inefficiency and moral
vacancy - a world like ours
- has had to devise a psy-
chological antidote to
the mess around us.
That antidote is certain-
ty, and we now live within
a culture of certainty:
We believe what we
believe and no one can
shake us from that. It is
our anchor.

This isn’t only true of a
Putin or a Netanyahu. One has
only to watch cable news or lis-
ten to talk radio, both of which
are beholden to certainty, to see
that it has a bridgehead in the media,
and one has only to read any
string of comments on the
Internet to see how certainty
has been democratized.

Doubt is obsolete - an anachronism. No one
seems to doubt his opinions anymore. 

The irony is that a culture of certainty con-
tributes to the sense of paralysis because cer-
tainty not only precludes compromise; it
turns anyone who disagrees into an enemy
and every disagreement into Armageddon.
Putin and Netanyahu, two of the most self-
satisfied leaders in the world, also appear to
be two of the most paranoid. Which leads to
another irony. Certainty engenders conflict. It
doesn’t resolve it.

But this sort of tough-talking swagger isn’t
about political efficacy. It is about the aesthet-
ics of leadership and about the charge we get
out of seeing people try to make a video

game out of reality. Putin and
Netanyahu look and talk like

tough guys.  They cultivate
the image, and though
this gives a lot of people
the willies, it evidently
gives some people a
sense of reassurance.

There is some certainty in
the world after all. When
everything seems to be
going to hell in a hand

basket, Putin and
Netanyahu are there to tell
us that they have the
answers - and that John
Wayne is alive and well in

Moscow and Jerusalem. 
NOTE: Neal Gabler is the

author of “An Empire of Their Own:
How the Jews Invented Hollywood”

and “Life: The Movie: How
Enter tainment Conquered
Reality.” — Reuters 

Why Putin and Bibi most admired in US?
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CHINA: World number three Simona Halep refused to let illness beat her as
she collected her ninth WTA Tour title by downing Timea Bacsinszky in the
Shenzhen Open final yesterday. The Romanian showed why she is among
the favorites to lift a first grand slam at the Australian Open later this month
by dominating her giant-killing opponent in a 6-2 6-2 rout.

Swiss Bacsinszky had beaten double Wimbledon champion Petra Kvitova
of Czech Republic in the semis but she couldn’t make an impression on an

unwell Halep. “I wasn’t feeling very well before the
match - I was a little bit sick - so I told myself I have

nothing to lose, just go on court, be relaxed, stay
focused and fight for every point,” Halep explained.
“It worked, and I felt really relaxed today. I’m happy
I could play better day by day and match by match

here. I’m looking forward to playing like today in the
next tournament, maybe even better.” Halep

becomes only the second winner of the
Shenzhen Open after Li Na claimed the first
two editions. The retired Chinese great fol-
lowed each victory by going on to make the
final at the year’s first grand slam but Halep
was cautious when asked if she could repli-
cate the feat. —Reuters

MELBOURNE: Patience tends to wear thin quickly in Middle Eastern soccer and
Marjan Eid knows his tenure as Bahrain coach may last only three more matches if
his team fails to make the knockout rounds of the Asian Cup. 

The low-profile 35-year-old is Bahrain’s third manager in five months, thrust into
the role after his former boss Adnan Hamad was sacked following a dismal start to
the team’s Gulf Cup of Nations campaign. Hamad, Asian coach of the year in 2004,
had been appointed on a two-year contract after Englishman Anthony Hudson’s
shock exit to take over as New Zealand head coach last year. 

Hamad’s former deputy, Eid at least knows where the goal-posts are. He has
been told in no uncertain terms that he has only the Asian Cup to make it work.
“After we will sit with the board of directors with the BFA (Bahrain Football
Association) to decide about the next stage,” he told reporters in Melbourne on
Saturday, on the eve of his team’s Asian Cup opener against Iran. “For sure, I hope
for a very good result to continue with the team. Any coach has a dream to coach
the national team.” New managers often focus players’ minds and caretaker Eid has
enjoyed something of a honeymoon since taking over in November.

The 122nd-ranked team trounced Saudi Arabia 4-1 last week and followed it up
with a 1-0 win against Jordan today, rekindling hopes of matching their 2004 Asian
Cup when they reached the semi-finals in China.

Much will depend on whether they can upset the tournament’s highest-ranked
team Iran at Melbourne’s Rectangular Stadium on Sunday or at least cadge a point
from the game.—Reuters

Bahrain coach seeking job
EKURHULENI: Former Masters champion Charl Schwartzel stormed to a
five-shot lead after the third round of the South African Open yesterday as
he attempts to win his national title for the first time. World number 31
Schwartzel birdied the first four holes on his way to a third round of 66 to
finish 13 under par, five strokes ahead of England’s Matt Fitzpatrick and
Scotland’s David Drysdale.   England’s Lee Slattery is a shot further back
after posting the lowest round of the week with a 65, while halfway leader
Andy Sullivan was one of eight players on six under after struggling to a 74.
Asked about the importance of winning his national Open for the first time,
Schwartzel said: “In the big world people look at the Majors but coming
from South Africa this is pretty much a Major for
South Africans. It will be nice to go out and keep
swinging the way I am tomorrow.” Fitzpatrick, 20,
is seeking a maiden victory after gaining his card
via Qualifying School. His 67 yesterday contained
four birdies and an eagle in an inward half of 30.
“I’m delighted with the way I played today,” the for-
mer US Amateur Champion said. “I played good for
the first six holes and just didn’t make anything,
but got it going on the back nine. From
being two under at the turn to finish eight
under was pretty special. —AFP

Halep wins Shenzhen title Schwartzel leads title chase

KAPALUA: South Korean Bae Sang-moon
did well to keep his off-course distractions
largely in the background as he charged
into contention for the Hyundai
Tournament of Champions with a sizzling
display on Friday. Bae, who is getting legal
advice to help resolve a requirement that
he return home by the month’s end to com-
plete military service, piled up eight birdies
and a lone bogey on the way to a seven-
under-par 66 in the opening round.

That left him a stroke behind pace-set-
ting American Russell Henley, who pro-
duced bogey-free golf on a hot, humid and
blustery day at the picturesque Kapalua
Resort on the Hawaiian island of Maui.

Scott Stallings, Robert Streb, Ben Martin,
Patrick Reed and Jimmy Walker kept the
American flag flying high by carding 67s
while Australian John Senden, who eagled
the par-five last, was among a group on 68
in the eighth event on the 2014-15 PGA
Tour. Bae, who booked his place in the elite
winners-only field of 34 at Kapalua with vic-
tory at the season-opening Frys.com Open
in October, made a fast start with six birdies
on his outward nine, including five in a row
from the fourth. Though he bogeyed the
par-three 11th, he picked up further shots

at the 14th and 15th to set the early pace
before being overtaken by Henley late in
the day. “I was in the zone,” Bae, a two-time
winner on the PGA Tour, told reporters. “I
played really, really good the front nine. I
felt comfortable and the ball striking was
really good.

“These greens are hard to read. I need
my caddie’s help...  and it worked good
today.” According to Yonhap news agency,
Bae had his overseas travel permit exten-
sion request rejected by the Military
Manpower Administration in South Korea, a
move which has distracted the golfer.

“Actually (it’s) a little bit hard to focus on
my game because I’ve got a little trouble,
but I try to split things,” Bae, 28, said about
keeping off-course problems away from his
golf. “I don’t want to think about it, the oth-
er things, on the course. I think I did really
good today.” Bae’s manager, Thomas Lee,
told Reuters the golfer would not make any
further comment on his military service
until the issue was resolved, saying: “It’s very
sensitive right now.” 

Masters champion Bubba Watson
opened with a 70 while fellow American
Zach Johnson launched his title defence
with a 68. — Reuters

KAPALUA: Sang-Moon Bae, of South Korea, follows his shot from the second tee
during the first round of the Tournament of Champions golf tournament. — AP

Bae into Kapalua contention
NEWARK: John Tavares forced overtime with a goal
moments after a power play expired, and then
scored unassisted with 1:55 left in the extra period
to lead the New York Islanders to a 3-2 victory over
the New Jersey Devils on Friday night. Josh Bailey
got the other goal for New York and Jaroslav Halak
made 21 saves as the Islanders snapped a two-
game losing streak and beat the Devils for the third
time in as many games this season.

Scott Gomez and Travis Zajac scored for the
Devils. Keith Kinkaid made 28 saves for New Jersey,
which lost for the second time in as many nights.
Tavares stole the puck from a falling Adam Larsson
near the corner behind the Devils’ net, quickly
turned and roared into the right circle, snapping a
shot over the shoulder of Kinkaid.

LIGHTNING 2, SABRES 1
Steven Stamkos scored his 22nd goal to break a

third-period tie and the Eastern Conference-lead-
ing Tampa Bay Lightning beat the stumbling
Buffalo Sabres. Stamkos took a pass from Jonathan
Drouin during a 2-on-1 and lifted a shot with 5:18
to play over Michal Neuvirth, who was under siege
the final two periods and finished with 45 saves.

Valtteri Filppula also scored for the Lightning,
who have won seven of eight. The Sabres, losers of
seven in a row, got a goal from Cody McCormick.
Buffalo has scored eight goals during the skid.

MAPLE LEAFS 5, BLUE JACKETS 2
James van Riemsdyk scored two goals and added

an assist, helping the Toronto Maple Leafs over the
Columbus Blue Jackets. The win was the Maple Leafs’
first in two games under interim coach Peter
Horachek, who took over for the fired Randy Carlyle.
Tyler Bozak, Daniel Winnik and Phil Kessel added
goals for Toronto, and Jonathan Bernier made 18
saves. Ryan Johansen scored twice for the Blue
Jackets, who were held to just 20 shots - the second-
fewest allowed this season by the Maple Leafs, who
gave up only 10 to Buffalo in a 4-0 win on Oct. 28.
Sergei Bobrovsky made 27 saves after signing a
$29.7-million, four-year extension earlier in the day.

PANTHERS 6, FLAMES 5
Thomas Fleischmann scored with 3:09 left in the

third period to lead the Florida Panthers to a wild
win over the Calgary Flames.

Fleischmann lifted a backhander over both
Calgary defenseman Kris Russell and goalie Jonas
Hiller for the winning goal just 45 seconds after
Matt Stajan scored his second of the game for the
Flames. Fleischman, Jonathan Huberdeau, Brad
Boyes and Sean Bergenheim all finished with a goal
and an assist for the Panthers. Jimmy Hayes and
Brian Campbell also scored for Florida, while David
Bolland had two assists. Stajan and TJ Brodie each
scored twice for the Flames, who lost their third

straight to finish a six-game homestand at 3-3.

OILERS 5, BLACKHAWKS 2
Derek Roy had a goal and two assists to lift the

Edmonton Oilers to a victory over the Chicago
Blackhawks. Benoit Pouliot, Jeff Petry, Nail Yakupov
and Taylor Hall also scored for the Oilers, who are 3-
1-2 under interim coach Todd Nelson since he took
over sole coaching responsibilities when general
manager Craig MacTavish moved back upstairs
from the bench. The Oilers had lost 20 of their pre-
vious 21 games before the recent surge. Brandon
Saad had a pair of goals for the Blackhawks, who
have lost two of their last three. — AP

Islanders triumph over Devils

Western Conference
Pacific Division
W L  OTL GF GA PTS  

Anaheim 26 10 6 116 114 58   
Vancouver 23 13 3 113 103 49   
San Jose 22 15 5   115 115 49   
Los Angeles 19 13 9 115 107 47   
Calgary 21 18 3   122 114 45   
Arizona 16 20 4 96 131 36   
Edmonton 10 23 9 95 141 29   

Central Division
Nashville 27 9 4 122 92 58   
Chicago 27 13 2 130 94 56   
St. Louis 25 13 3 131 101 53   
Winnipeg 20 14 7 104 100 47   
Dallas 18 15 7 123 131 43   
Colorado 17 16 8 108 119 42   
Minnesota 18 16 5 109 114 41   

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Tampa Bay 27 12 4 140 111 58   

Montreal 26 12 2 110 93 54   
Detroit 22 10 9 116 103 53   
Boston 21 15 6 110 110 48   
Florida 19 11 9 96 103 47   
Toronto 22 17 3 137 130 47   
Ottawa 16 16 8 105 112 40   
Buffalo 14 26 3 81 147 31   

Metropolitan Division
NY Islanders 27 13 1 126 114 55   
Pittsburgh 24 10 6 120 97 54   
NY Rangers 23 11 4 121 94 50   
Washington 21 11 8 120 104 50   
Columbus 18 18 3 102 126 39   
Philadelphia 16 18 7 111 123 39   
New Jersey 15 21 8 96 124 38   
Carolina 13 24 4 84 107 30   
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one
point in the standings and are not  included
in the loss column (L).

NHL results/standings

NY Islanders 3, New Jersey 2 (OT); Toronto 5, Columbus 2; Tampa Bay 2, Buffalo 1; Florida 6,
Calgary 5; Edmonton 5, Chicago 2.

ALICANTE: Dongfeng Race Team edged closer
to a first for China in the 41-year-old Volvo Ocean
Race yesterday as they clung on to a paper-thin
advantage in the third leg towards their home
port of Sanya. Three teams from China have
entered the event, generally rated offshore sail-
ing’s toughest and most prestigious round-the-
world race, but none have yet won a leg.

For Dongfeng, skippered by Frenchman
Charles Caudrelier, to break that duck sailing into
Sanya on the southernmost tip of China would
be a dream result.

It would also leave them as outright leaders
after three of the nine legs of the race. At 1240

GMT yesterday, they led by just 6.3 nautical miles
(nm) from Dutch challengers, Team Brunel. The
pair are already locked on four points apiece,
along with Abu Dhabi Ocean Racing, at the head
of the standings after two legs. The 4,670nm
stage from Abu Dhabi to China is one of the
most hazardous in the nine-month, 38,739nm
race, which is scheduled to finish in Gothenburg,
Sweden on June 27. The fleet has sailed around
1,250nm of the leg so far and is expected to
arrive in Sanya in about a fortnight, depending
on sea and weather conditions.

The boats will  sail  in the next few days
through the Malacca Strait, which divides the

Indonesian island of Sumatra from Malaysia. It
narrows to 1.5nm at one point and is one of the
busiest shipping lanes in the world.

The fleet will need to avoid slow-moving or
anchored small fishing boats and considerable
man-made debris. The seven-strong fleet was
already reduced by one for this and subsequent
legs when Danish boat Team Vestas Wind was
grounded on a reef in the Indian Ocean midway
through stage two from Cape Town to Abu
Dhabi on Nov. 29. The boat was badly damaged
and will be rebuilt with a return planned for the
final two legs of the race from the beginning of
June. —AFP

Chinese boat edge closer 
to home port triumph 

NEWARK: Scott Gomez No. 21 of the New Jersey Devils scores at the third period against the New York Islanders at the Prudential Center. — AFP
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KUWAIT: The organizers of the successful
GulfRun car show spoke to Kuwait Times
about the event, along with one of the racers
who spoke about his participation this year. 
Co founder Marzouq Al-Ghanem said GulfRun
is a unique event. “It’s for car enthusiasts who
are excited about enjoying their cars in various
ways - those who want to race, test their cars
or test the road capability - and it has turned
out to be what it is today. I have been doing
this for 10 years, and it became bigger than we
ever thought - the longest running car show in
Kuwait with the participation of private and
dealership vehicles. We keep everyone
involved,” he said. “GulfRun is not just a race -
we have other activities too. The participants
are of various ages - the oldest participant in
GulfRun is 67-year-old Zeinalabdeen Al-Rifai,
who used to be Kuwait’s No. 1 drag racer in
the 1990s. He is a legend in Kuwait, while the
youngest participant is 19 years old, and we
made sure that he knows what he is getting
into. We also have karting, which is an
endurance race, and the guys made huge
efforts to make it successful. We also had an
all-girl team for the first time, as earlier some-
times we had mixed teams. In total, we had 18
teams with 12 members each. It was held in
December for the fourth time, and has
expanded greatly,” added Ghanem. 

“We got a lot of support from the Ministry
of Interior by both manpower and licenses.
Also, the companies were very supportive,
especially the main sponsor Zain, in addition
to other companies such as Hydrotech,
Protech, Algida and Seven Friday, which pro-
duced only 50 pieces of a limited-edition
watch for GulfRun drivers. I’m very proud of
having an international company asking our
permission to sell the watch to international
customers, as this watch has received many
orders,” he added.

“GulfRun is getting better year by year and
we are looking forward to have a track in

Kuwait, which is something important for us.
Money is not the issue and neither is the land -
the license or permission is the real obstacle,
and it’s a political issue. They are working to
solve it. To build a track needs an area of at
least 100,000 square meters. The track on the
Seventh Ring Road is suitable only for drag
racing, which is just one kind of race, and we
need more space,” Ghanem said. 

“We have some individual initiatives but we
need something on a large scale. To get an
international Formula 1 track, we need a high-
er decision and that’s a mega project. Around
60 to 80 percent of the participants on
Bahrain’s track are Kuwaitis. They even tell us
we hope Kuwait doesn’t build a track cause
you are the majority of our business. It’s very
well-run and organized and it’s not govern-
mentally run - I wish we will have the same
here,” concluded Ghanem. 

Khalid Al-Fraih, one of the founders,
reminded it’s their 10th anniversary. “It’s 10
years for GulfRun and our 20th event. We start-
ed with 12 vehicles and now we have about 65
cars participating annually. Also, the karting

race has become popular, and we had about
200 participants. The car show is special this
year as there will be 60-70 vehicles on display
at 360 Mall, including the participating cars in
GulfRun and from the dealers. Thirty cars are
displayed inside and 20-30 cars outside the
mall. In the first year, we used to have one or
two cars inside the mall, so it’s really a big
event,” he stated. GulfRun held two sympo-
siums to honor Kuwaiti motorsports champi-
ons. “Salah bin Eidan, the rally driver, and Zaid
Ashkanani, one of the youngest racers in
Kuwait and the youngest Porsche winners in
the GCC, had panels on Wednesday to talk
about how they started, what they achieved,
and what they recommend for motorsport.
Then on Saturday, we had a panel with previ-
ous GulfRunners and previous karting champi-
ons who also described their experience in
these races,” Fraih pointed out.  “In addition,
we have a mini-circuit in the Um Kalthoum
Hall to have champions to go head-to-head in
this circuit driving children’s cars. It will be
interesting to see what happens when we take
them from their speedy modified cars and put

them in mini-cars. The concept of this racing is
that they all have the same car, so let’s see
who the real champion is,” stressed Fraih. “The
reason behind having only 65 cars participat-
ing in the race is that we want to have safety
on the track. Our main goal is the safety of the
participants, and this is why we didn’t accept
more vehicles. For us it’s not about holding
more events, but having something different
and new,” he explained.  

Instead of more GulfRun races in Bahrain,
they stage more events in the Gulf region. “We
started with the race in Bahrain, then we creat-
ed the car show, then we started a small racing
academy where drivers can go train in Abu
Dhabi and Dubai, and after that we did the
karting event, which was a great success last
year, as we had about 200 participants with
more than 15 women. In motorsports, there is
no segregation as in other sports - anyone can
participate together. Anybody who has a driv-
ing license and a capable car for the race can
participate. It can be any variation of car as
long as we know that the driver will be safe,”
Fraih said.  “I would like to thank our sponsor

Zain Telecom, which is not just a Kuwaiti com-
pany, but it also has a branch in Bahrain and
this is why they provide support here and in
Bahrain. Without having sponsors, we won’t
be able to do this event,” he concluded. 

Mohammed Al-Manaei is a 34-year-old rac-
er who is participating in GulfRun for the fifth
time. “This year I’m participating with my
Honda Integra in the ‘street’ category. In 2013,
I ranked third in my category. Basically there
are three categories - street , unlimited and
super. My category is for vehicles with 250-300
horsepower. Last year, I was not lucky as the
gear broke, and this is my third year to partici-
pate with this car. Earlier, I also participated
with Hondas of other models,” he noted. 

“This year I added more modifications to
my vehicle and I aim to rank first. About 20
participants are competing in my category.
The race consists of three stages including var-
ious races and then the points are tallied.
There are big and small events including
autocross and drag race over two days - then
we tally the points to decide the winner,”
Manaei stated.           

Organizers laud successful GulfRun 

AUBURN HILLS: Al Horford had 19 points and 16
rebounds and the Atlanta Hawks withstood a spirited
Detroit rally Friday night, holding on for a 106-103 vic-
tory to extend their winning streak to seven games
and snap the Pistons’ run at seven.

The Eastern Conference-leading Hawks have won
21 of their last 23 and handed Detroit its first loss
since the Pistons waived Josh Smith. But after trailing
by 23 in the second quarter, Detroit rallied and had a
chance to tie when Kentavious Caldwell-Pope missed
a 3-pointer at the buzzer. Caldwell-Pope scored 16 of
his 20 points in the fourth quarter. The Pistons went
13 of 43 from 3-point range on a night when standout
big men Greg Monroe and Andre Drummond were a
combined 7 of 20 from the field. Paul Millsap scored
17 points for the Hawks.

WARRIORS 112, CAVALIERS 94
Klay Thompson scored 24 points, and Golden State

completed a perfect six-game homestand. Stephen
Curry had 23 points and 10 assists for the Warriors,
and Draymond Green added 10 points, 11 rebounds
and eight assists. Cleveland is 1-6 since LeBron James
has been sidelined with a strained back and left knee.
He is expected to miss at least two more games.

JR Smith scored 27 points, Kyrie Irving had 23, and
Kevin Love added 17 points and 14 rebounds for the
Cavaliers, who stayed close most of the way until
Golden State blitzed them late. The NBA-leading
Warriors (29-5) have won 14 in a row and 16 of 17 at
rowdy Oracle Arena this season.

LAKERS 101, MAGIC 84
Jeremy Lin scored 18 points, Carlos Boozer added

12 points and 14 rebounds, and the Lakers beat the
Magic without Kobe Bryant.

Rookie Tarik Black had all of his career-high 14
points and nine rebounds in the second half for the
Lakers, who won for the second time in their five
games this season with Bryant sitting out to rest.

Victor Oladipo scored 17 points and Tobias Harris
added 15 for the Magic, who have lost five straight for
the first time this season.

The Lakers maintained a lead throughout the final
45 minutes, and they finished off Orlando with a 12-2
run midway through the fourth quarter, highlighted
by three straight baskets from Boozer.

WIZARDS 102, BULLS 86
John Wall finally beat Derrick Rose head-to-head,

with Washington taking a 20-point first-quarter lead
and holding on to top Chicago.

Wall finished with 16 points and 12 assists and had
a hand in seven of Washington’s final eight baskets in
the first half after the Bulls had begun to rally.  The
leader in All-Star votes among Eastern Conference
guards, Wall snapped his 0-5 record when both he and
Rose are on the court. Marcin Gortat added 21 points
and 13 rebounds for the Wizards. Rose has been in a
horrid shooting slump - 25.5 percent over his previous
six games - and he went 8 for 19 and scored 19 points.

SPURS 100, SUNS 95
Danny Green had 20 points and San Antonio

fought through the second half without its Big Three,
rallying to beat Phoenix.

Patty Mills had 15 points, including two 3-pointers
in the final 2 minutes, and Cory Joseph scored nine of
his 11 points in the fourth quarter to help San Antonio
snap Phoenix’s four-game winning streak.

PJ Tucker and Eric Bledsoe had 19 points each and
Goran Dragic added 17 points for the Suns. They have
lost five straight in San Antonio. The Spurs were able
to rally without the Big Three, scoring a season-high
41 points in the final quarter. Tim Duncan had 12
points and seven rebounds, but played less than a
minute in the fourth quarter as coach Gregg Popovich
chose to rest Duncan and Tony Parker. Parker left at
the 4:24 mark of the third quarter with seven points in
21 minutes. Manu Ginobili sat out the second half
because of back spasms.

BUCKS 98, TIMBERWOLVES 84
Brandon Knight scored 14 points, OJ Mayo and

John Henson each had 12 and Milwaukee handed
Minnesota its 14th straight loss.

Khris Middleton and Giannis Antetokounmpo
added 10 points each to help the Bucks snap a four-
game home skid. Andrew Wiggins had 20 points and
seven rebounds for Minnesota.

THUNDER 99, JAZZ 94
Kevin Durant scored 32 points and Dion Waiters

made a splash in his home debut for Oklahoma City.

Waiters, in his first home game with the Thunder since
being acquired from Cleveland, hit a 3-pointer off an
assist from Durant with 23 seconds left to put
Oklahoma City up by four. He had 15 points.

Russell Westbrook had 25 points and 12 assists for
the Thunder. Gordon Hayward scored 27 points for
Utah. Derrick Favors had 22 points and 11 rebounds.

PELICANS 106, GRIZZLIES 95
Tyreke Evans had 21 points and 10 rebounds to

lead New Orleans past Memphis. The Grizzlies lost
their second straight despite the return of power for-
ward Zach Randolph from right knee soreness that
sidelined him nine games.

Jrue Holiday had 23 points and eight assists for
New Orleans. Anthony Davis had 20 points, nine
rebounds and three blocks, and Ryan Anderson also
scored 20 points. Marc Gasol and Mike Conley each
scored 19 points for Memphis, and Randolph finished
with 11 points and 11 rebounds. New Orleans hit 10 of
20 3-point attempts.

NUGGETS 118, KINGS 108
Arron Afflalo and Ty Lawson each scored 22 points

to help Denver beat Sacramento for its fourth consec-
utive victory. The Nuggets erased a six-point halftime
deficit by outscoring the Kings 36-15 in the third peri-
od. Kenneth Faried’s three-point play put Denver

ahead by 20 with just over 6 minutes to play.
Rookie center Jusuf Nurkic and JJ Hickson had 16

points apiece for the Nuggets. DeMarcus Cousins had
32 points, 13 rebounds and a season-high four blocks
for the Kings, who are 4-8 since coach Tyrone Corbin
replaced Michael Malone on Dec. 15.

76ERS 90, NETS 88
Nerlens Noel dunked with 3 seconds left, lifting

Philadelphia past Brooklyn. Brook Lopez made a tying
jumper for Brooklyn with 25 seconds to go.  After
Philadelphia took a timeout, Michael Carter-Williams
ran off some of the clock before driving and dishing to
Noel for the winning jam.

Lopez, who led the Nets with 18 points, missed on
a desperation 3-point attempt at the buzzer. Robert
Covington scored 20 points for Philadelphia (6-29),
and Luc Richard Mbah a Moute had 16. Noel finished
with 12. Mason Plumlee had 15 points and a career-
high 15 rebounds for Brooklyn.

PACERS 107, CELTICS 103
Roy Hibbert scored 19 points, C.J. Miles added 17

and Indiana outlasted Boston. Avery Bradley had 23
points for short-handed Boston, which traded forward
Brandan Wright to Phoenix earlier in the day. The
Celtics also played without scoring leader Jeff Green,
who could be on his way to Memphis. —AP

SYDNEY: Australia were denied a dramatic vic-
tory and forced to settle for a 2-0 series win
when India survived a nervous final session to
force a draw in the fourth test at the Sydney
Cricket Ground yesterday. Steve Smith’s side
were aggressive to the very last ball but unable
to break the eighth wicket pairing of Ajinkya
Rahane and Bhuvneshwar Kumar and grab a
third win to go with those they achieved in
Adelaide and Brisbane.

The tourists, who were handed a victory tar-
get of 349 when Australia declared on their
overnight score of 251-6, collapsed from 160-2
at tea to 217-7 but Virat Kohli had promised his
team would never throw in the towel and they
were true to his word.

They had reached 252-7 when Australia ran
out of overs in the early evening gloom. “It
would have been nice to have got the win
today,” said Smith, who was named man of the
match and the series for his batting exploits. “I
thought we were going to be a good chance to
win this game, but today wasn’t to be. The boys
toiled really hard today and it was disappointing
not to get the result in the end.”

There was a period around the tea break
when Kohli and opener Murali Vijay flirted with
going for the victory, which would have
smashed the previous record for a successful
fourth innings run chase in a test at the ground.

Once their third wicket partnership was bro-
ken with the departure of Vijay for 80, however,
it was damage limitation all the way as Kohli
(46), the luckless Suresh Raina (0), Wriddhiman
Saha (0) and Ravichandran Ashwin (1) all quickly
followed. That the last three were all out leg

before wicket was an indication that the pitch
was finally producing some turn and movement
after being something of a batsman’s paradise
for much of the match. 

It was also fitting reward for Australia’s
bowlers, particularly paceman Josh Hazlewood
and spinner Nathan Lyon, who had bowled with
discipline and accuracy in the first two sessions
without being able to claim more than two
wickets.

The field closed in around Rahane (38 not
out) and Kumar (20 not out) with often just one
Australian outside the cordon but the Indian
batsmen held firm to secure a second successive
draw after the Boxing Day test in Melbourne.

PROUD KOHLI
Given the lack of success for both sides in

each other’s countries in recent years, that could
be considered something of an achievement for
India. “We took them to the end on three occa-
sions, two were draws and one was a loss that
could have gone either way,” Kohli,  who
deputised for Mahendra Singh Dhoni in
Adelaide and took over permanently in Sydney
after the wicketkeeper called time on his test
career. “I’m really, really proud of the way the
guys have played in this series. Australia has had
to earn both the victories they’ve had.”

The series started late with a schedule
rejigged and compacted after the death of for-
mer Australian batsmen Phillip Hughes.

With 5,870 runs scored by both sides, it fea-
tured more runs than any other four-match test
series with Smith (769) and Kohli (682) leading
the way with four centuries apiece. —Reuters

Hawks snap Pistons run

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB     
Toronto 24 11 .686 -       
Brooklyn 16 20 .444 8.5   
Boston 12 22 .353 11.5  
Philadelphia 6 29 .171 18      
NY Knicks 5 34 .128 21      

Central Division
Chicago 25 12 .676 -       
Milwaukee 20 18 .526 5.5   
Cleveland 19 18 .514 6       
Indiana 15 23 .395 10.5  
Detroit 12 24 .333 12.5  

Southeast Division
Atlanta 28 8 .778 -       
Washington 25 11 .694 3       
Miami 15 21 .417 13      
Charlotte 14 24 .368 15      
Orlando 13 26 .333 16.5  

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Portland 28 8 .778 -       
Oklahoma City 18 19 .486 10.5  
Denver 17 20 .459 11.5  
Utah 13 24 .351 15.5  
Minnesota 5 30 .143 22.5  

Pacific Division
Golden State 29 5 .853 -       
LA Clippers 24 12 .667 6       
Phoenix 22 17 .564 9.5   
Sacramento 15 21 .417 15      
LA Lakers 12 25 .324 18.5  

Southwest Division
Dallas 26 11 .703 -       
Houston 25 11 .694 0.5   
Memphis 25 11 .694 0.5   
San Antonio 22 15 .595 4       
New Orleans 18 18 .500 7.5 

NBA results/standings

Australia 1st innings 572 for 7 (S. Smith
117, D. Warner 101; M. Shami 5-112)
India 1st innings 475 (V. Kohli 147, L. Rahul
110; M. Starc 3-106)
Australia 2nd innings (overnight 251 for 6) 
C. Rogers c Raina b Kumar 56
D. Warner c Vijay b Ashwin 4
S. Watson b Ashwin 16
S. Smith lbw b Shami 71
S. Marsh c Vijay b Ashwin 1
J. Burns c Yadav b Ashwin 66
B. Haddin not out 31
R. Harris not out 0
Extras (b2, lb2, nb2) 6 
Total (6 wickets dec; 40 overs) 251
Fall of wickets: 1-6 (Warner), 2-46 (Watson),
3-126 (Rogers), 4-139 (Marsh), 5-165 (Smith),
6-251 (Burns) 
Bowling: Kumar 8-0-46-1, Ashwin 19-2-105-
4, Shami 6-0-33-1 (1nb), Yadav 3-0-45-0

(1nb), Raina 4-0-18-0
India 2nd innings
M. Vijay c Haddin b Hazlewood 80
L. Rahul c Warner b Lyon 16
R. Sharma c Smith b Watson 39
V. Kohli c Watson b Starc 46
A. Rahane not out 38
S. Raina lbw b Starc 0
W. Saha lbw b Lyon 0
R. Ashwin lbw b Hazlewood 1
B. Kumar not out 20
Extras (b6, lb6) 12
Total (7 wickets; 89.5 overs) 252
Fall of wickets: 1-48 (Rahul), 2-104 (Sharma),
3-178 (Vijay), 4-201 (Kohli), 5-203 (Raina), 6-
208 (Saha), 7-217 (Ashwin) 
Bowling: Starc 19-7-36-2, Harris 13-3-34-0,
Lyon 30.5-5-110-2, Hazlewood 17-7-31-2,
Smith 2-0-7-0, Watson 8-2-22-1.
Result: Drawn.

SCOREBOARD

Indiana 107, Boston 103 (OT); Philadelphia 90, Brooklyn 88; Atlanta 106, Detroit 103; New Orleans
106, Memphis 95; Oklahoma City 99, Utah 94; Washington 102, Chicago 86; Milwaukee 98,
Minnesota 84; San Antonio 100, Phoenix 95; Denver 118, Sacramento 108; Golden State 112,
Cleveland 94; LA Lakers 101, Orlando 84.

AUBURN HILLS: Atlanta Hawks center Al Horford (15) drives against Detroit Pistons forward
Jonas Jerebko, of Sweden, during the second half of an NBA basketball game. — AP

SYDNEY: Scoreboard at the close on the final day of the fourth Test between Australia
and India at the Sydney Cricket Ground yesterday:

SYDNEY: The Australian team players pose with the Border/Gavaskar trophy on the
fifth day of their cricket Test match against India. — AP

Australia denied 
as India dig deep
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AUSTRALIA : AgnieszkaRadwanska (right) and Jerzy Janowicz of Poland pose with the winner’s trophy after beating Serena Williams and John Isner of the US in the mixed doubles during the final match on day
seven of the Hopman Cup. — AFP

PERTH: Agnieszka Radwanska showed why she
should be considered among the favorites for
the Australian Open later this month by beating
world number one Serena Williams and helping
Poland to its first Hopman Cup title in Perth yes-
terday.

World number five Radwanska claimed a 6-4
6-7(3) 6-1 win to put her country 1-0 up against
the United States and returned to partner Jerzy
Janowicz and beat Williams and John Isner 7-5

6-3 in doubles as Poland became the 13th
nation to win the mixed team event. Isner had
overcome Janowicz 7-6(10) 6-4 in the other sin-
gles to haul the US back into the contest.
“When I go and play against her, you have
nothing really to lose, she is number one in the
world and a great champion,” Radwanska told
reporters of her singles victory. “It doesn’t mat-
ter what the score is. It’s never over, she’s a great
fighter. I’m just very happy that I could come

back after that second set and play my good
game in the third set. “Wins like this always give
a lot of confidence.” Radwanska’s first victory
over Williams in nine meetings comes after she
signed up former American great Martina
Navratilova as a coach. Williams, who also lost
to Eugenie Bouchard of Canada earlier this
week in the round robin, could have done with
some advice from the 18-times grand slam sin-
gles champion after struggling in the opening

set. The American’s forehand was particularly
troublesome, contributing to many of her 28
unforced errors as she was broken twice early
on to fall 4-1 behind before losing out 6-4.

The second went with serve as Radwanska
pushed and pulled Williams around the court,
with the powerful American retaliating by
bludgeoning some heavy winners in an even
contest. The Pole, a semi-finalist at the
Australian Open last year, then broke Williams

to go 6-5 up and serve for the match but she
was unable to put the American down as the
world number one broke back to force a
tiebreak that she took 7-3.

However, that was as good as it got for
Williams, who will be seeking a 19th grand slam
title in Australia, as she collapsed in the third to
allow Radwanska to claim the moral boosting
win. The Australian Open begins in Melbourne
on Jan. 19. — Reuters

Radwanska downs Serena at Hopman cup

Venus wins WTA title
AUCKLAND: Venus Williams became one of the oldest players to win a WTA
title when she beat Caroline Wozniacki in the final of the Auckland Classic
yesterday.

The 34-year-old Williams took a little while to get going but managed to
overcome the blustery conditions and a fired up Wozniacki to begin her
Australian Open preparations by capturing her 46th career title. The
American, who lost the final on the central Auckland courts to Ana Ivanovic
last year, had looked well out of sorts as she struggled to adjust to the wind
and hot conditions before she eventually prevailed 2-6 6-3 6-3 in 110 min-
utes. “I am an old tennis player now,” said Williams, who became the fourth
oldest winner on the WTA Tour at 34 years, five months and 24 days, with
only Billie Jean King, Kimiko Date-Krumm and Martina Navratilova having
been older. “I waited until I was 33 until I came to New Zealand and that was
the biggest mistakes of my life.” Wozniacki had wasted little time in forcing
Williams onto the back foot, holding two break points in the opening game
before the American finally held serve.

The Dane, however, then rattled off five successive games to take a 5-1
lead as she negated the seven-times grand slam winner’s normally reliable
service game and wrapped up the first set in 31 minutes, the first time she
had won a set off the American in their six clashes.

Williams, who had appeared flat-footed and not covering the court as
well as Wozniacki in the first set, was broken in the first game of the second
set, but finally clicked into gear to take a 4-2 lead that she never looked like
relinquishing. The American sent the game into a decider with a scorching
backhand winner that sealed the set in 38 minutes and then broke the
Dane in the third game of the third set to take the advantage.

Wozniacki, 24, managed to save three match points with some incredi-
ble shot-making in the final game but Williams sealed victory when the
world number eight hit a forehand into the net. “I want to congratulate
Venus for a great week,” Wozniacki said before praising the American’s
longevity. “Week after week you work so hard and you have been on tour
for so long I have a picture on my phone when I was 12 and you told me to
stay in school. “A lot of things have changed since then but well done and
good luck for the next couple of weeks as well.” — Reuters

BRISBANE: Maria Sharapova beat Ana Ivanovic in the final
of the Brisbane International yesterday in a display that
bodes well for her chances at the Australian Open.

It has been seven years since Sharapova won her only
Australian Open title but if she can take her form from
Brisbane to Melbourne, a second title does not seem out of
the question. Sharapova had to work hard to beat Ivanovic,
coming from behind to beat her 6-7(4) 6-3 6-3 but the
Serbian is a good measuring stick.

Sharapova not only beat Ivanovic in the 2008 Australian
Open final but both women are in devastating form heading
towards the first grand slam of the season, starting on Jan.
19.

“I played four good matches against very different types
of opponents,” Sharapova said. “I couldn’t have asked for bet-
ter preparation.”

The Russian dropped just nine games in getting to the
final while Ivanovic showed nerves of steel to see off her
opponents to join Sharapova, ranked number two in the
world. It was a match that could have gone either way but
Sharapova proved too strong once she got her nose in front
in the deciding third set at the Pat Rafter Arena.

“She deserved to win the first set, no doubt, but I hung in
there,” Sharapova said. “It was important to get that break. I
held that and the third set came down to a few points really.”

Winning the Brisbane International provided Sharapova
with her 34th WTA career title and her fifth in the last nine
months, a red-hot span in which she also captured a second
French Open and a first China Open. The 27-year-old has
won at least one title every year since 2003, an unbroken
streak of 15 years. For Ivanovic, who has begun a resurgence
up the world rankings in the past year, the pain of losing was
compounded by an abdominal strain which forced her to
seek medical attention but is unlikely to disrupt her
Australian Open campaign. “I really thought it was a high
quality match from the first moment on. There were not
many unforced errors. We both played a high quality match I
thought,” Ivanovic said. “Now it’s about recovery and getting
the best possible preparation for Melbourne. It’s another
event. This was great week for me, a great way to start the
season.”  — Reuters

NEW ZEALAND: Venus Williams of the US celebrates with the tro-
phy after beating Caroline Wozniacki of Denmark during their
women’s singles final at the ASB Classic tennis tournament. —AFP

Sharapova captures 34th title

Hirscher rules Adelboden

SWITZERLAND : Austria’s MarcelHirscher celebrates after he won the men’s giant
slalom race at the FIS Alpine Skiing World Cup. —AFP

ADELBODEN: Marcel Hirscher main-
tained his Adelboden supremacy with
a commanding victory in the classic
giant slalom held in the Swiss resort
yesterday. The Austrian left nearest
rival, France’s Alexis Pinturault, trailing
by 1.13 seconds while Norwegian spe-
cialist Henrik Kristoffersen earned his
first podium in the discipline a further
0.51 seconds adrift.

Three-times World Cup champion
Hirscher, clocking a combined time of
two minutes 39.11 seconds, was once
again in a class of his own, dominating
the first run before holding his ground
despite poor visibility over the rugged
terrain in the afternoon. “It’s an impor-
tant victory for it’s the fifth here and
the sixth of the season,” said Hirscher.

“This giant slalom is the most diffi-
cult on the circuit and today the high
temperatures made the piste very
bumpy. It’s a hard course, especially in
the bottom part when everything
goes so fast.” 

Hirscher made it look easy, though.
The best skier of his generation deliv-

ered a flawless performance to stretch
his overall World Cup lead to 152
points over second-placed Kjetil
Jansrud of Norway. Hirscher is also
firmly in command in the giant slalom
standings, leading America’s Olympic
and world champion Ted Ligety by
138 points after winning three of the
four races held so far this season. This
was Hirscher’s 29th career win and the
sixth of the season. He has already
clinched as many top places this win-
ter as in each of the entire 2013 and
2014 seasons.

Hirscher will now begin today’s
slalom as outstanding favorite. “It’s
fun here because it’s the only place
where you get immediate response
to your intermediate times. 

It’s like being in a football stadi-
um,” he said of the crowds, estimated
at around 40,000.  In Bad
Kleinkirchheim, the women’s down-
hill was called off because of strong
winds but the organisers are still
hoping better weather wil l  save
today’s Super-G. — Reuters

BRISBANE: Maria Sharapova of Russia with the winner’s trophy after she won the women’s final
match against Ana Ivanovic of Serbia 6-7, 6-3, 6-3 during the Brisbane International tennis tourna-
ment. — AP
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SPAIN: Real Madrid’s Welsh forward Gareth Bale (right) and Espanyol’s defender Anaitz Arbilla (left) run toward the ball during the Spanish
League football match. — AFP

MADRID: Real Madrid returned to winning ways
with a 3-0 win over Espanyol yesterday, despite
playing most of the second-half with 10 men, to
move four points clear at the top of La Liga.

Cristiano Ronaldo was restored to the start-
ing line-up after being rested in a 2-0 Cup defeat
to Atletico Madrid in midweek and he set up
James Rodriguez to open the scoring 12 minutes
in. Gareth Bale then doubled the hosts advan-
tage with a sumptuous free-kick, but their route
to a comfortable three points was complicated
when Fabio Coentrao was sent-off eight minutes
into the second period. Espanyol, though, failed
to make their man advantage count as Nacho
added a third 14 minutes from time to put the
pressure on Madrid’s title rivals Barcelona and
Atletico, who face each other at the Camp Nou
today. “The sending-off was an incomprehensi-
ble decision,” complained Madrid boss Carlo
Ancelotti. “It made the game more complicated
for us, but thankfully the team was in a good
state mentally.” Ancelotti made four changes in
all from the side that slipped to a 2-0 defeat at
the Vicente Calderon on Wednesday and there
was never any danger of the European champi-
ons starting 2015 with three defeats on the spin
as they dominated from start to finish.

Karim Benzema was unfortunate not to open
the scoring when he smashed a loose ball off the
outside of the post on 10 minutes, but the hosts
had to wait just two minutes more for the open-
er thanks to a lovely team move.

Bale switched the play from right to left to
pick out Ronaldo and he cut the ball back per-
fectly for the late arriving Rodriguez to slot
home his 10th goal of the season.

Bale then responded in fine style to the criti-
cism of his performances in Madrid’s defeats to

Valencia and Atletico in the past week with a
brilliant dipping free-kick that went in off the
inside of the post.

The Welshman could have added to his tally
with a free header from close range that flew
beyond the far post. However, a stroll towards
victory became more complicated for Ancelotti’s
men eight minutes into the second half when
Coentrao was shown a straight red card for fly-
ing into a challenge with Jose Canas with his
studs showing.

Ronaldo was booked for taking his protests
towards referee David Fernandez Borbalan too
far in the aftermath, but the incident seemed to

fire up the Portuguese as he sprang into life.
The World Player of the Year smashed a low

effort just wide and then had another shot
blocked at the end of a lightning fast counter-
attack involving Bale and Benzema.

Bale was then whistled by some of the home
support when he missed a huge chance to seal
the three points afer sprinting beyond the
Espanyol backline with Ronaldo waiting to tap
into an empty net.

However, all was forgiven moments later
when Alvaro Arbeloa’s cross found substitute
Nacho free at the back post to slam home his
first goal for the club. — AFP

10-man Real back on track

Real Madrid 17 14 0 3 59 15 42
Barcelona 17 12 2 3 41 8 38
Atletico 17 12 2 3 34 15 38
Valencia 17 10 4 3 31 14 34
Sevilla 16 10 3 3 26 17 33
Villarreal 18 9 5 4 30 17 32
Malaga 18 9 4 5 22 18 31
Eibar 17 6 5 6 21 23 23
Celta Vigo 17 5 5 7 17 19 20
Espanyol 18 5 5 8 21 29 20

Rayo Vallecano 17 6 2 9 19 32 20
Bilbao 17 5 4 8 14 21 19
Sociedad 17 4 6 7 18 22 18
Getafe 17 4 5 8 13 22 17
Deportivo 18 4 5 9 14 27 17
Almeria 17 4 4 9 15 25 16
Levante 18 3 7 8 13 33 16
Cordoba 17 2 8 7 13 27 14
Granada 17 2 7 8 10 28 13
Elche 17 2 5 10 15 34 11

Spanish League results/standings

Real Madrid 3 (Rodriguez 12, Bale 28, Nacho 76) Espanyol 0; Malaga 1 (Amrabat 59) Villarreal 1
(Jonathan Dos Santos 46).

Playing later
Celta Vigo v Valencia, Eibar v Getafe
Playing today

Almeria v Sevilla, Athletic Bilbao v Elche
Granada v Real Sociedad, Barcelona v Atletico
Madrid.

Spanish La Liga table after yesterday’s two early matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals
against, points):

SYDNEY: Birthday boy Wang Dalei’s penalty
stop helped China upset Saudi Arabia 1-0 as a
string of top saves made all the difference at the
Asian Cup yesterday.

South Korea and Uzbekistan also had their
goalkeepers to thank as they both won by the
same 1-0 scoreline on a cliff-hanging day two in
Australia. Surprise result of the day belonged to
China, who edged three-time winners Saudi
Arabia in Brisbane courtesy of Yu Hai’s deflected
second-half free kick.

Just moments before the goal Wang, who
was celebrating his 26th birthday, kept China in
it when he dived to his left to save Naif Hazazi’s
tame penalty.

Victory put a huge smiles on the faces of
Alain Perrin’s China, who have never won the
Asian Cup and will now be eyeing their first
appearance in the knockout stages since host-
ing the tournament in 2004.

“Our tactics worked very well, we hit them
on the counter-attackeding and caused a lot of
trouble for our opponents,” Perrin told reporters.
“The match was very, very difficult for us but we
gained a lot of joy from it. We’ve been preparing
for this tournament for a long time.” South
Korea, World Cup semifinalists in 2002 but seek-
ing a first Asian title in 55 years, got off to an
unconvincing start as they beat Oman 1-0
through Cho Young-Cheol’s strike in stoppage
time at the end of the first half in Canberra.
English-based goalkeeper Ali Al Habsi produced
some quality saves but had a moment to forget
as he parried a rebound to Cho, who gobbled
up the chance with a clinical finish. But Korean

shot-stopper Kim Jin-Hyeon later superbly
tipped Imad Al Hosni’s header onto the bar to
ensure the Taeguk Warriors came away with all
three points.

Oman coach Paul Le Guen was left fuming at
referee Peter O’Leary’s decision to wave away a
penalty appeal when Qasim Saeed looked to
have been brought down in the box.  “I don’t
want to have an advantage-no, no. I ask for equi-
ty,” stormed the Frenchman. “It’s a 100 percent
penalty, no hesitation. But (we didn’t get it)
because of what? Because we are Oman? It’s a
very, very bad decision at this level.”

Uzbekistan also relied heavily on goalkeeper
Ignatiy Nesterov as they ground out a 1-0 win
over unfancied North Korea in torrential rain.
Nesterov saw little action in the Group B tie but
he was alert enough to acrobatically palm away
Pak Kwang-Ryong’s powerful header just before
the final whistle.

Man-of-the-match Igor Sergeev’s 62nd-
minute header was the only score of a game hit
by a mid-match downpour, but Uzbekistan
deserved their win in Sydney.

Twice Asian player of the year Server
Djeparov set up the goal as the 2011 semifinal-
ists showed they could be ready for another
assault on the Asian Cup’s latter stages. “I’d like
to thank our goalkeeper, it was a great save,” said
Uzbek coach Mirdjalal Kasimov.  “But it was a vic-
tory of the whole team, I’m happy with all my
players.” Hosts Australia got the 16-nation tour-
nament underway with a 4-1 win over Kuwait on
Friday. The Asian Cup features 32 matches and
concludes in Sydney on January 31. —AFP

Golden goalies shine 
brightly at Asian Cup

China upset Saudi Arabia

AUSTRALIA: Zhang Linpeng (left) of China fights for the ball with Mohammed Al Salhlawi
(right) of Saudi Arabia during the first round Asian Cup football match. —AFP

Bastia stun PSG
PARIS: Paris Saint Germain gave up a two-goal lead
when Bastia stormed back to win 4-2 in Corsica yester-
day as the defending champions spurned the chance
to go top of Ligue 1.

Laurent Blanc’s men had looked to be in total con-
trol after goals in the 10th minute from Lucas, a lovely
lob, and in the 20th when the 19-year-old Tottenham-
linked midfielder Adrien Rabiot pounced on the loose
ball and fired it with his left foot into the bottom cor-
ner. Ryad Boudebouz pulled one back from the spot
for Bastia on the half-hour after Gregory Van der Wiel
was harshly judged to have handled.

And just on the stroke of half-time David Luiz was
caught napping as Francois Modesto headed home a
corner. Bastia took the lead with a thunderbolt in
every sense of the word, as defender Julien Palmieri
latched on to a poorly cleared corner in the 56th
minute and unleashed a jaw-dropping half-volley. The
pulsating finale ended when Palmieri himself ran clear
of the defence to make it 4-2 in the 89th minute for a
fully deserved win that ended eight straight Ligue 1
defeats for Bastia to the capital side. “I’m delighted
with the three points given the tricky situation we’re
in.  But let’s not get carried away,” said Bastia coach
Ghislain Printant. “If we lose our upcoming games it
won’t mean much, so let’s stay humble.”

Ahead of the match a one minute silence was
observed in the wake of the Islamist attacks that left
17 people dead this week. Some local fans unfurled a
banner reading ‘Qatar finances PSG and terrorism’. The
shock loss left PSG in third, on 38 points, with Bastia
two points above the relegation zone. Ligue 1 leaders
Marseille, on 41 points, also lost on Friday when they
went down 2-1 at Montpellier. Kevin Berigaud and
Paul Lasne scored for the hosts either side of the inter-
val with Bilel Omrani gave Marseille hope late on.

Lyon are on 39 points, one ahead of PSG. Propelled
by 17-goal top scorer Alexandre Lacazette, Lyon will
now be licking their lips as they target three points at
home to Toulouse on Sunday that would see them go
a point clear at the top. 

Elsewhere fourth-placed Saint-Etienne will attempt
to extend a 10-game unbeaten run in the league as
they face Reims away.

Fifth plays sixth at the Stade Louis II on Sunday
night when Monaco entertain Bordeaux in a match
which will see visiting coach Willy Sagnol return to the
ground where he played between 1997 and 2000.
Monaco will be looking for revenge for a 4-1 defeat at
Bordeaux back in August and, fresh from winning
their last seven games, should be an entirely different
proposition this time. — AFP

LONDON: Manchester United will attempt to
stave off an assault on their third-place posi-
tion in the Premier League table when they
welcome closest pursuers Southampton to
Old Trafford today. United have gone 10
games without defeat since losing 1-0 at
joint-leaders Manchester City on November 2,
but they have taken only six points from a
possible 12 after drawing three of their last
four matches. It has prevented Louis van
Gaal’s side from fully exploiting recent slip-
ups by co-leaders Chelsea, who they trail by
nine points, and has allowed Southampton to
close to within one point.

After a run of four straight defeats in late
November and early December, including a 2-
1 loss in the reverse fixture, Ronald Koeman’s
side have won three and drawn one of their
last four games.

United were fortunate to claim victory at
St Mary’s last month, with Robin van Persie’s
brace representing two of the three shots on
goal they managed to muster in the 90 min-
utes. But United are in much finer fettle than
they were a month ago. Their injury glut has
cleared to the extent that Ashley Young (ham-
string) is the only player currently unavailable,
while the squad was bolstered on Thursday
with the eye-catching acquisition of former
Barcelona goalkeeper Victor Valdes. It leaves
Van Gaal with an enviable selection dilemma
on his hands.

Over the festive period, the Dutchman
devised a system that accommodated Wayne
Rooney, Juan Mata, Van Persie and Radamel
Falcao, and he must now find a way of fitting
Angel di Maria into his team as well. The
Argentine winger made a goal-scoring return
from a pelvic injury in United’s 2-0 win at
third-tier Yeovil Town in the FA Cup third
round last weekend and could start against
Southampton.  “Angel di Maria has played
only 20 minutes and that’s because of the

match rhythm that I gave,” said Van Gaal. “I
have said I have only one injured player
(Young), but I don’t have 100 percent match-
fit players. That’s a different thing.

“But of course Di Maria is for example fur-
ther than Daley Blind or (Marcos) Rojo. “I have
to select the best team and also I have to
watch the qualities of Southampton, how I
can reduce that quality by my line-up, but
also by our game-plan.”

Left-back Luke Shaw is expected to over-
come an ankle problem and play, while Dutch
utility man Blind could make his return from a
two-month absence due to a knee injury.

United have taken 25 points from a possi-
ble 27 at home since losing to Swansea City
on the season’s opening weekend, while
Southampton have not won at Old Trafford
since January 1998.

But Koeman, who fell out with Van Gaal
during their time at Ajax, believes that United
should not be satisfied with their current posi-
tion in the table. “They have great players. It is
normal that they will fight for titles, I think.
They have to,” the Southampton coach told
his pre-match press conference.

“How you can spend that money, how you
can sign that kind of players and not be fight-
ing to win titles? “Everything is up to Man
United. They have a very successful coach,
they have great players, they have money,
they have got great public (fans), great stadi-
um. It is normal that you win titles.” Koeman
could hand a debut to skilful Dutch winger
Eljero Elia, who signed on loan from Werder
Bremen last month, while right-back
Nathaniel Clyne and midfielder Jack Cork
have both overcome ankle injuries. However,
centre-back Maya Yoshida is on international
duty with Japan and winger Sadio Mane has
been named in Senegal’s squad for the Africa
Cup of Nations, despite currently suffering
from a calf problem. — AFP

Preview

United seek spark as 
Southampton close in

FRANCE: Paris Saint-Germain’s Swedish midfielder Zlatan Ibrahimovic challenges Bastia’s
French midfielder Yannick Cahuzac during the French L1 football match. — AFP

LONDON: Arsenal’s clash with Stoke at the
Emirates Stadium today offers Arsene Wenger
with the chance to erase the bitter taste of
one of his most testing days as Gunners man-
ager.

Wenger has increasingly found himself
under fire from Arsenal supporters in recent
seasons but the criticism reached new levels
of vitriol after last month’s 3-2 defeat at the
Britannia Stadium.

The game summed up the inconsistency
that has dogged Wenger’s side for years and
the Frenchman was forced to run a gauntlet
of abuse from furious fans when he boarded
the club’s train home at Stoke station.

The Gunners’ form briefly improved after
that dispiriting loss, but another lacklustre
defeat at Southampton triggered familiar

complaints from fans and pundits and any-
thing less than victory against Mark Hughes’
side this weekend will again throw the focus
on Wenger’s position.

Arsenal l ie sixth, three points off the
Champions League places, and must put
together an improved run if  they are to
reclaim their familiar position in the top four.

Wenger insists fortune is now swinging in
his side’s favor after a difficult run of injuries
during the first half of the season. Defenders
Laurent Koscielny and Mathieu Debuchy are
fit again while midfielders Aaron Ramsey,
Mesut Ozil and Mathieu Flamini all returned
to training this week. “I feel we are getting
stronger now. We could benefit from that
because these are players who are not over-
loaded with games,” Wenger said. 

“Some of our players have played 26 or 27
games, whereas some have played four or
five. “These players coming back can give us
some impact for the coming months.”

Olivier Giroud is available again after serv-
ing a three-match ban and Wenger may be
tempted to go with the Frenchman’s physical
presence up front rather than use the more
lightweight Alexis Sanchez as the main strik-
er. “Our game is a bit more orientated on
crosses when Giroud plays and sometimes it’s
a bit more direct as well because we know we
can find him and he can win headers, espe-
cially from the goalkeeper,” Wenger said.

“Both options are very interesting and
sometimes one is more suited to the game
than the other, so Olivier gives us something
different.

“He’s sometimes what makes us a bit more
dangerous and gives us a different pattern of
play.” Polish goalkeeper Wojciech Szczesny
could return to the side after apologising to
the manager for smoking in the showers after
the Southampton loss.

Szczesny missed the FA Cup game victory
over Hull last weekend and Wenger said: “He
made a mistake, he is not the first one or the
last one. “I like Wojciech as a person and
when he makes a mistake he stands up for it.” 

Meanwhile, Stoke manager Hughes now
believes his side can match the bigger clubs
in the transfer market. 

The Potters came close to an audacious
signing of Bayern Munich winger Xherdan
Shaqiri this week. The Swiss international
joined Inter Milan instead but Hughes is

pleased his side are able to attract players of
higher calibre. “We will continue to look at
the market,” he said. “That was the case with
Shaqiri. If it does not happen it does not hap-
pen. “We know the reality is highly unlikely
we will get everyone.”But they were very
impressed in us and what we had to offer. It
was not dismissed, that’s what we take from
it.” Hughes could play Victor Moses at Arsenal
on Sunday after the Nigerian winger spent six
weeks out with a thigh problem. “Victor looks
good but whether or not he’s ready to start is
something I need to mull over,” he said.

“He’s bang on track but we’ll be careful of
him. He was our best performer before he
got injured. “Marc Muniesa is an option, he
had an issue with his groin that settled
down.” —AFP

Wenger has chance to erase Stoke pain
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Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

English Premier League
Arsenal v Stoke City 16:30
beIN SPORTS 1 HD
beIN SPORTS 11 HD
Man United v Southampton 19:00
beIN SPORTS 1 HD
beIN SPORTS 11 HD

Asian Nations Cup
UAE v Qatar 10:00 
beIN SPORTS 6 HD
beIN SPORTS 11 HD
Iran v Bahrain 12:00 
beIN SPORTS 6 HD
beIN SPORTS 11 HD

Spanish League
Almeria v Sevilla 14:00
beIN SPORTS 2 HD
beIN Sports Max 4
Bilbao v Elche 19:00
beIN SPORTS 2 HD
beIN SPORTS 14 HD
Granada v Sociedad 21:00 
beIN SPORTS 4 HD
beIN SPORTS 14 HD
beIN SPORTS 2 HD
Barcelona v Atletico 23:00
beIN SPORTS 2 HD

beIN SPORTS 11 HD
beIN SPORTS 13 HD

Italian Calcio League
Inter v Genoa 14:30
beIN SPORTS 3 HD
beIN SPORTS 2 HD
Atalanta v Chievo 17:00 
beIN SPORTS 4 HD
Calcio v Cesena 17:00 
beIN SPORTS 2 HD
Fiorentina v Citta 17:00
beIN SPORTS 10 HD
AS Roma v Lazio 17:00 
beIN SPORTS 3 HD
Hellas v Parma 17:00
beIN SPORTS 8 HD
Sampdoria v Empoli 17:00
beIN SPORTS 9 HD
Napoli v Juventus 22:45
beIN SPORTS 3 HD

French League
Nantes v Metz 19:00
beIN SPORTS 5 HD
beIN SPORTS 2 HD
Lyonnais v Toulouse 19:00
beIN SPORTS 5 HD
Monaco v Bordeaux 23:00
beIN SPORTS 5 HD

SUNDERLAND: Lazar Markovic claimed his first
Premier League goal as Liverpool continued
their recent upturn in results with a deserved 1-0
win at struggling Sunderland yesterday.

The £20 million ($30.3 million, 25.6 million
euros) close-season signing from Benfica scored
the only goal in the ninth minute to consolidate
Brendan Rodgers’s side in eighth place in the
table. Liverpool have lost just once in their last
13 games, renewing hope of a sustained chal-
lenge for a top-four finish in May and with it a
return to the Champions League.

However, Liverpool are still 10 points behind
their tally from this time last year, when they
came close to winning the title before being
edged out by Manchester City.

Any hope Sunderland had of mounting a
comeback disappeared four minutes into the
second half when midfielder Liam Bridcutt saw
red after being shown a second yellow card for
fouling Emre Can. The closest they came to trou-
bling ex-Sunderland goalkeeper Simon Mignolet
came just after Bridcutt’s departure, when Adam
Johnson’s long-range effort struck the bar.

Otherwise, the hosts could have no com-
plaints after a defeat that left them with just one
win from their last 11 league games, keeping
them in danger near the foot of the table.

Sunderland coach Gus Poyet had urged
home supporters to come to the Stadium of
Light to see Steven Gerrard’s final Premier
League appearance in the north-east before his
move to Major League Soccer side the LA
Galaxy. Poyet claimed that seeing the Liverpool
captain in action was worth the admission fee

alone, and despite being withdrawn at half-time
after sustaining a knock, Gerrard did not disap-
point, playing a part in the goal.

Rodgers’s side had a strong early penalty
claim turned down when Markovic was upend-
ed in the area by Wes Brown, but they did not
have to wait long before making their early
dominance tell. 

Liverpool were allowed time and space to
play the ball out from the back, with Markovic
advancing down the visitors’ right flank and find-
ing Gerrard, whose mis-control allowed the ball
to reach Fabio Borini. Referee Craig Pawson
played a good advantage as Borini was felled in
the area, with Markovic bundling home the win-
ner from 12 yards for his second goal of the sea-
son in all competitions.

The Serbian came close to adding a spectacu-
lar second on the half-hour as Brown’s clearance
under pressure from Borini fell to him on the

edge of the area. The 20-year-old quickly adapt-
ed his body position to fire in an acrobatic scis-
sors kick that beat Costel Pantilimon, only to
crash back off the crossbar, hit the Romanian
goalkeeper and bounce to safety.

Gerrard could have twice added to the lead
before the break; first when he fired into the
side-netting, and then when he shot tamely at
Pantilimon from 15 yards, with Borini the
provider on both occasions.

Former Sunderland loanee Borini conjured up
an even more glaring miss as half-time
approached, hitting the side of the net from a
narrow angle after sprinting onto Can’s sublime
40-yard through ball and rounding Pantilimon.
Sunderland adapted well with 10 men, although
Philippe Coutinho, with a shot from the edge of
the area, and substitute Mario Balotelli, with a
close-range effort from a narrow angle, both
went close for Liverpool. — AFP

SWANSEA: Swansea rode their luck to res-
cue a 1-1 draw against West Ham thanks to
Mark Noble’s second half own goal at the
Liberty Stadium yesterday.

Garry Monk’s side fell behind late in the
first half to Andy Carroll’s fourth goal of
another injury-plagued season. But after
squandering several chances to equalise,
the hosts finally drew level with 16 minutes
remaining when Bafetimbi Gomis’s header
hit a post and rebounded into the net off
the luckless Noble. Seventh placed West
Ham, whose manager Sam Allardyce was
absent with a chest infection, have now
gone five games without a win in all com-
petitions, while mid-table Swansea are
without a victory in their last three Premier
League matches.

The hosts made a lively start and Gomis,
muscling his way past West Ham defender
James Collins before launching into a div-
ing header, came within inches of turning
in Nathan Dyer’s cross.

Allardyce’s side went close moments lat-
er when Kevin Nolan took Carroll’s lay-off
and curled his shot onto the roof of the net.

A flowing Swansea move prised open
the visitors’ defence as Dyer cut back to

Gylfi Sigurdsson, but the Iceland midfield-
er’s weak shot was straight at Hammers
goalkeeper Adrian.

And Swansea were made to pay for
those misses as Carroll opened the scoring
in the 43rd minute. It was a goal that show-
cased the best of the burly Carroll, who
used his power to bully his way past several
defenders before smashing a superb left-
footed strike into the top corner.

Wayne Routledge looked certain to
equalise before half-time when the ball
broke to the Swansea winger in the area,
but Carl Jenkinson came sliding in to block
the shot.

Sigurdsson was narrowly off-target with
a dipping effort in the first minute of the
second half. Carroll needed treatment on
his neck but he was able to continue and
flashed his shot just wide from Jenkinson’s
pass. Dyer and Routledge made way for
Marvin Emnes and Modou Barrow and
Gomis immediately combined well with
Emnes before blazing over after the neat
one-two. Swansea’s pressure was rewarded
with a 74th minute equaliser as Gomis’s
glancing header from 12 yards out hit a
post and rebounded back into the net off
the unfortunate Noble 

Gomis responds by displaying a French
flag in honour of the victims of the horrific
attacks in Paris this week. Lukasz Fabianski
made a pair of fine saves to deny Stewart
Downing and then Jenkinson in a frantic
finale. And Fabianski produced an even
better stop to keep out Carroll from point-
blank range after the Polish keeper had
spilled Jenkinson’s free-kick. — AFP

BURNLEY: A superb goal by Scotty Arfield
sent Burnley on their way to a 2-1 home win
over fellow English Premier League strugglers
Queens Park Rangers yesterday which saw
them climb out of the relegation zone.

Defeat sees QPR slip to third from bottom
and leaves them still without a point away
from home this term. Burnley-who were
unchanged for the seventh successive match-
took the lead through Arfield, ending his
drought since scoring on the opening day of
the season in memorable style.

He collected the ball wide out on the left
and then beat several QPR players and looked
up before curling the ball past Rob Green.

This stunning effort sparked QPR into
action with Austin going agonisingly close to
levelling when he beat Burnley ‘keeper Tom
Heaton only for the ball to hit the post.

QPR’s Dutch international Leroy Fer also
tested the Burnley defence but his shot drift-

ed just wide of the post. Austin, though, did
put the visitors back on level terms when he
was adjudged to have been fouled in the area
and he picked himself up to convert the
penalty only to be greeted by jeers of ‘you’re a
cheat’ by his former fans.

The hosts were back in front by the break
and it was mostly down to woeful defending
as Steven Caulker was easily brushed aside by
Danny Ings. The England Under-21 forward
put the ball between the legs of Richard
Dunne and slotted the ball into the net. This
time round Burnley didn’t allow QPR to get
back into the game and it was they who twice
went close to sealing the points first through
a spectacular effort by Ashley Barnes and
then both Ben Mee and Ings were wide with
good chances.Indeed Barnes thought he had
won the game for the Clarets when he got
the better of Green in a challenge and prod-
ded the ball home but the referee Andre
Marriner ruled it out judging he had fouled
the former England goalkeeper. QPR manag-
er Harry Redknapp desperate to at least sal-
vage a point sent on Mauro Zarate for his first
appearance for the club since moving on
loan from West Ham with 14 minutes remain-
ing. Both Austin and Fer forced Heaton into
saves as the visitors cranked up the pressure
in the final 10 minutes but the home defence
held firm. —AFP

WEST BROMWICH: Saido Berahino scored as
West Bromwich Albion won 1-0 at home to
Hull City yesterday to give new manager Tony
Pulis victory in his first Premier League game.

Berahino settled the match from an indi-
rect free-kick in the 78th minute, netting his
ninth goal of the campaign after Hull goal-
keeper Allan McGregor was penalised for
picking up a back-pass. It was West Brom’s
first victory over Hull in the top flight at the
sixth attempt and lifted Pulis’s side two points
above the relegation zone on his first league
outing after succeeding the sacked Alan
Irvine. Hull, who had won two of their previ-
ous three games, fell two places to 17th and
are now above the bottom three on goal dif-
ference alone. Hull manager Steve Bruce
made eight changes to the team beaten 2-0
at Arsenal in the FA Cup and injuries obliged
him to make two further adjustments before
half-time. Nikica Jelavic and Abel Hernandez
were both forced off, with Robbie Brady and
Tom Ince entering the fray. Berahino had
scored four times in West Brom’s 7-0 win over

non-league Gateshead in the FA Cup and he
was the first player to threaten at The
Hawthorns, dragging wide after a one-two
with Stephane Sessegnon. Brady drew a fin-
ger-tip save from home goalkeeper Ben
Foster shortly after coming on, but Brown
Ideye should have put West Brom ahead after
being sent clear by Berahino, only to shoot
wide with only the goalkeeper to beat.

The second half was similarly uneventful,
but Hull wide player Ahmed Elmohamady saw

a chance go begging when his shot was
blocked after a cross from Stephen Quinn was
only partially cleared. It was a glimmer of
hope for the visitors, but four minutes later
they were behind.

Elmohamady unhelpfully touched the
ball back to McGregor, who had already
committed to picking it up, and from the
resulting free-kick, Victor Anichebe teed up
Berahino to smash home through a crowd
of bodies on the line. — AFP

SUNDERLAND: Liverpool’s captain Jordan Henderson (left) vies for the ball with Sunderland’s Emanuele Giaccherini (right) during their English
Premier League soccer match at the Stadium of Light. — AP

Markovic on mark as 
Liverpool run continues

Sunderland 0

Liverpool 1

Swansea 1

West Ham 1

 Burnley 2

QPR 1

West Brom 1

Hull 0   

Chelsea 21 15 4 2 46 19 49
Man City 21 14 5 2 45 20 47
Man Utd 20 10 7 3 34 20 37
Southampton20 11 3 6 34 15 36
Tottenham 21 10 4 7 30 29 34
Arsenal 20 9 6 5 34 25 33
West Ham 21 9 6 6 32 25 33
Liverpool 21 9 5 7 29 27 32
Swansea 21 8 6 7 26 25 30
Newcastle 21 7 6 8 25 33 27

Stoke 20 7 5 8 22 24 26
Everton 21 5 7 9 30 34 22
Aston Villa 21 5 7 9 11 23 22
West Brom 21 5 6 10 20 29 21
Crystal Palace21 4 8 9 22 31 20
Sunderland 21 3 11 7 18 31 20
Burnley 21 4 8 9 19 33 20
Hull 21 4 7 10 20 27 19
QPR 21 5 4 12 23 37 19
Leicester 21 4 5 12 20 33 17

EPL results/standings

Burnley 2 (Arfield 12, Ings 37) QPR 1 (Austin 33-pen); Chelsea 2 (Oscar 43, Costa 59) Newcastle 0;
Crystal Palace 2 (Gayle 69-pen, Puncheon 80) Tottenham 1 (Kane 49); Everton 1 (Naismith 78)
Manchester City 1 (Fernandinho 74); Leicester 1 (Konchesky 45+1) Aston Villa 0 ; Sunderland 0
Liverpool 1 (Markovic 9); Swansea 1 (Noble 74-og) West Ham 1 (Carroll 43); West Brom 1
(Berahino 78) Hull 0.

Playing today: Arsenal v Stoke, Manchester Utd v Southampton

English Premier League table after yesterday’s matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals
against, points):

Albion
dump Hull

LONDON: West Bromwich Albion’s Gareth McAuley (left) and Hull City’s Abel Hernandez battle
for the ball during the English  Premier League match at The Hawthorns. — AP

Noble gifts 
Swansea a point

Burnley grab vital win

LONDON: Burnley’s Danny Ings (right) wins the ball from Queens Park Rangers’ Steven
Caulker and goes onto score during the English Premier League soccer match at Turf
Moor. —AP
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LONDON: Newcastle United’s Ayoza Perez (right) falls under the challenge of Chelsea’s Branislav Ivanovic during the English Premier League soccer match. — AP

LONDON: A below-par Chelsea claimed
first place outright in the Premier League
yesterday by beating Newcastle United 2-0
at Stamford Bridge through goals from
Oscar and Diego Costa.

Jose Mourinho’s side were far from their
best, but returned to winning ways after a
mini-slump that had seen them draw 1-1 at

Southampton before being routed 5-3 at
Tottenham Hotspur.

With title rivals Manchester City slipping
up in a 1-1 draw at Ever ton, victor y
enabled Chelsea to open up a two-point
lead at the top of the table.

Back in league action for the first time
since their drubbing at White Hart Lane on
New Year’s Day, Chelsea were always going
to be jittery.

Gary Cahill  lost his place in central
defence, with Kurt Zouma coming in, while
a finger injury to Thibaut Courtois saw Petr
Cech deputise between the posts.

Having seen their eight-point advan-
tage wiped away by defending champions
City in recent weeks, Chelsea have to do it
all over again, but they were off the pace in

the first half.
Simple routine passes went astray and

Newcastle, with John Carver taking care-
taker control following Alan Pardew’s exit,
appeared to have their own point to prove.

The warning signs were there for
Chelsea as the Remy Cabella saw his shot
deflected just wide off John Terry. Cech
then just beat out Yoan Gouffran’s power-
ful free-kick to safety.

Chelsea can slide through the gears to
hit sides when they least expect it, but
they squandered an opportunity in the
21st minute when Costa elected to pass
rather than shoot after a three-on-one
attack. It summed up the hosts’ start.

The lively Cabella force another low save
out of Cech, and Chelsea appeared to be

hanging on. Moussa Sissoko came even
closer following another swift counter-
attack, the Frenchman hitting the outside
of the post with a powerful shot in the 31st
minute after skipping past Terry.

Newcastle risked paying the price for
not taking their chances and so it proved
as Oscar drew first  blood in the 43rd
minute.

It was self-inflicted from Newcastle’s
point of view as they switched off at a cor-
ner and were duly punished. Willian’s pass
found Branislav Ivanovic and his low cross
was turned in by Oscar at the far post.
Despite leading, Chelsea continued to
struggle to get going in the second half,
but a moment of quality saw Costa extend
their lead with 59 minutes played.

Hazard and Oscar combined, with the
Brazilian’s back-heel allowing Costa to find
room and drill home past Tim Krul for his
15th Premier League goal of the season.

It was out of keeping with Chelsea’s per-
formance, but being able to turn it on
when it most matters, like they have done
on several occasions this season, under-
lined why they are the title favourites.

Newcastle had dropped off the pace by
this point and a rare foray forward saw
Sammy Ameobi’s mishit cross force Cech to
backtrack and tip the ball over the bar.

But Chelsea were now in cruise control.
Costa had a glorious chance to kill off
Newcastle for good, but the Spain interna-
tional’s scuffed shot was cleared off the
line by Fabricio Coloccini. —AFP

Oscar, Costa send Chelsea clear
Chelsea 2 

Newcastle 0

LEICESTER: Paul Konchesky fired Leicester to
a 1-0 win over Aston Villa yesterday to give
the Premier League strugglers a welcome
boost in their bid to remain in the top flight.

The bottom of the table Foxes have a
long road ahead to avoid relegation but
this home success pushed them up to 17
points, level with Crystal Palace ahead of
their run out against Tottenham.

Tempers flared right at the end when
first Leicester’s Matty James was sent off for
a rash challenge with Villa’s Ciaran Clark also
red-carded as the two sets of players
clashed.

Leicester’s veteran Australian goalkeeper
Mark Schwarzer was on the bench after his
18-month loan signing from Chelsea this
week.

Manager Nigel Pearson made five
changes from the side that held Liverpool
to a 2-2 draw on New Year’s Day, with
Leonardo Ulloa, David Nugent, Konchesky,
Marc Albrighton and Anthony Knockaert all
facing Villa. Leicester, seeking to stretch
their unbeaten run in all competitions to

four matches, began the brighter, with
Nugent seeing a volley deflected out of
danger early on.

On the quarter of an hour mark former
Villa winger Albrighton charged down the
left before finding Nugent who with only
Villa keeper Brad Guzan in his path sliced
wide.

The 29-year-old striker was off target
again with his head, and then watched as
his looping shot over Guzan hit the cross-
bar.

Leicester’s enterprise finally paid off.
With one minute before the interval
Leonardo Ulloa’s overhead kick found
Konchesky who produced a great strike to
send Leicester into the break deservedly in
front. Only smart work from Guzan prevent-
ed Leicester doubling their lead shortly
after the restart.

Albrighton had sent in another cross
into the area, only for the Villa keeper to
keep out James’s header. Villa had their 30-
year-old United States international to
thank again when he parried away a volley
from Albrighton minutes later as Leicester
looked to put the game to bed. 

As the game entered the final quarter
Villa’s unmarked Tom Cleverley side footed
wide off a corner as down at the other end
Tom Lawrence, on for Albrighton, had a
right-footed shot sail over the bar. While
Leicester remained at the foot of the table
Villa slipped a place to 13th, only three
points above the drop zone. — AFP

Foxes get past Villa

Leicester 1 

Aston Villa 0

LIVERPOOL: Steven Naismith earned
Everton a sorely-needed point and
denied Manchester City the chance
to keep pace with Premier League
leaders Chelsea in a 1-1 draw at
Goodison Park yesterday. Manuel
Pellegrini’s team took a 74th minute
lead when Samir Nasri set up a
shooting opportunity for David Silva,
whose blocked strike fell for Brazilian
midfielder Fernandinho to head in
from close range past the despairing
goalline lunge of Seamus Coleman.

But second placed City held the
lead for just four minutes as they
defended poorly at Leighton Baines’
left-flank free-kick and the unmarked
Naismith was allowed to head home
powerfully past the stranded Joe
Hart.

City’s frustration was compound-
ed as leaders Chelsea beat Newcastle
to open up a two-point lead over the
champions.

The best chance of the first half
had fallen to Everton, although it
took the home side 42 minutes to
create their first opening as Coleman
fed Romelu Lukaku in the area.

The Everton forward easily beat
his marker Eliaquim Mangala before
forcing Hart into a fine save with an
outstretched boot.

Better yet, for home fans frustrat-
ed both by their team’s recent form
and their first half performance,
Aiden McGeady gathered the
rebound from Hart’s save and com-
pleted a short pass to Coleman who
struck the cross-bar with a 20-yard
shot. Had Roberto Martinez’s strug-
gling side taken a lead into the half-
time interval, it would have been an
injustice on a City team which, aided
by strong winds behind them, had
dominated first half proceedings.

Everton did not help themselves,
however, with their back four -
England defender Phil Jagielka in
particular - making far too many
unforced errors and constantly gift-
ing City the ball.

Had City forward Stevan Jovetic
shown better aim on a number of
occasions, they would have had a
stranglehold on the game well
before the halfway point.

It would have been a good occa-
sion for Jovetic to prove his attacking

value to Pellegrini given that Sergio
Aguero, a substitute at Goodison,
and Edin Dzeko are both close to full
fitness and Wilfried Bony is poised to
complete a transfer to City from
Swansea.

Instead, Jovetic was presented
with at least three shooting opportu-
nities from the edge of the area but
failed to test Joel Robles in the
Everton goal even once.

Jesus Navas was also guilty of a
glaring miss, after 14 minutes, when
the influential and the hugely
impressive Silva capitalised on a
Jagielka slip and set him up for a shot
which was rolled well wide of goal.
Mangala almost got a touch on a low
Silva shot just six yards out - with any
touch surely bringing City the lead -

but, for all their possession, Robles
reached half-time without having
had a real save to make. The home
side made a purposeful start to the
second period with Ross Barkley curl-
ing a 20-yard free-kick just wide of
the City goal and Lukaku once more
bettered Mangala after 57 minutes,
taking Barkley’s pass and shooting
towards the far corner and forcing
Hart into another good stop.

However, the consequence of
more Everton possession was more
threat from City on the counter. Nasri
and Silva linked well with a one-two
that had Robles scurrying off his line
to save and, on the hour, the Everton
keeper was required to punch,
unconvincingly, to clear a Nasri free-
kick. — AFP

City frustrated by 

Naismith leveller

Everton 1

Man City 1 

LONDON: Manchester City’s Fernandinho (front) celebrates scor-
ing his side’s first goal during their English Premier League soccer
match against Everton at Goodison Park.  —AP
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CARACAS: People line-up outside of the Bicentenario, a state-run supermarket, in Caracas on Friday. Most of the shortages in Venezuela are driven in part by the country’s tight currency controls, which make it hard to get dollars at a
subsidized rate for imports while creating a thriving black market for currency. —AP

TEHRAN: Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani, flanked by
Venezuelan counterpart Nicolas Maduro, vowed yesterday to
“neutralize” the threat posed to both countries by plummeting
oil prices, in a barely veiled broadside at Saudi Arabia.

OPEC members Iran and Venezuela are reeling from a slide
in the cost of crude to around $50 per barrel from $100 just six
months ago, a precipitous fall that is straining their budgets.
Losses accelerated after the Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries cartel, of which Iran and Venezuela are
founders, chose late last year not to cut output despite lower
prices and oversupply.

Rouhani, his oil minister and other top officials in Tehran
have criticized fellow OPEC member Saudi Arabia for not sup-
porting steps to support higher crude prices. Rouhani was
meeting with Maduro when he again appeared to point the
finger at Riyadh, in remarks carried on the Iranian govern-
ment’s website. “Without doubt, cooperation of countries that
are on the same line in OPEC can neutralize the plans of some
powers who are against OPEC, stabilizing a reasonable price
for oil in 2015,” Rouhani said.

Maduro arrived in Tehran late Friday, accompanied by his
ministers for oil, foreign affairs, finance and industry, plus
Venezuela’s Central Bank chief, on what Iranian state media
said would be a 24-hour trip. According to the official remarks,
Maduro echoed Rouhani, “calling for the cooperation of oil
exporting countries to bring back stability.”

Shortfall
Iran’s present budget was based on an oil price of $100,

leaving a big shortfall in recent months. In December, Tehran
unveiled a draft budget for next year based predicated on $70
per barrel. Iran and Venezuela pledged to reach agreements
during Maduro’s trip that would “expand trade and investment,

export of technical and engineering services and collaboration
in pharmaceuticals.”

“Venezuela can be a suitable base for the export of Iran’s
goods and services to Latin American countries,” said Rouhani,
who is seeking to reduce Iran’s reliance on oil sales by boosting
non-oil exports. 

Venezuela has the world’s largest proven oil reserves but its
economy — 96 percent of the government’s foreign currency
comes from crude-has been gutted by inflation and basic
goods shortages.

In late December, recession-hit Venezuela reported that
inflation for the 12 months to November topped 63 percent-
one of the highest rates in the world. Maduro travelled to
China this week in search of investment and said he secured
$20 billion. “Iran can cooperate to remove Venezuela’s needs in
housing, road construction, food products and medicine,”
Rouhani added yesterday.

Ethanol production
Ethanol producers will likely have to endure leaner profits

this year because of the collapse of oil prices, but demand for
the fuel additive will remain strong. The cheap oil will likely cut
into ethanol profits because oil refiners will want to pay less for
the corn-based additive.

But the industry is somewhat shielded by a federal biofuel
mandate and the need to boost octane in gasoline. Plus,
University of Illinois agricultural economist Scott Irwin says,
ethanol producers might thrive if exports or gas consumption
surge higher than expected.

At Green Plains’ ethanol plant near Shenandoah, Iowa,
roughly 100 grain trucks a day continue to deliver corn to be
converted into ethanol. CEO Todd Becker says ethanol has a
permanent place in the fuel supply. — Agencies

Iran, Venezuela vow to ‘neutralize’ oil crisis

Ethanol producers to endure leaner profits this year

TEHRAN: Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei (right) meets Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro at
his residence in Tehran yesterday. As Venezuelan President Maduro visits Iran, both countries have vowed to work
together to stabilize falling global oil prices.  — AP

ATHENS: Greek Prime Minister Antonis Samaras pledged
yesterday to cut taxes and gradually end austerity as he
seeks to woo voters and overturn a poll lead by the left-
ist opposition party Syriza ahead of a snap election.

At the helm of a coalition government since 2012,
Samaras has pursued unpopular reforms as part of a 240
billion euro ($284.26 billion) EU/IMF bailout to pull
Greece back from almost crashing out of Europe at the
height of the euro-zone crisis.

Opinion polls show radical leftist Syriza, which oppos-
es Greece’s international bailout program, ahead of
Samaras’ centre-right New Democracy party with two
weeks until snap polls triggered by parliament’s failure to
elect a new president. Amid fierce campaigning, Samaras
is trying to focus on the improvement in Greece’s
finances and the first signs of economic growth after a
six-year recession, promising to ease the financial pres-
sure faced by many Greeks if his party is re-elected.

“There won’t be any further pension and wage cuts,”
he told party members and supporters at a central
Athens hotel. “The next breakthrough in our growth plan
includes tax cuts across the board which can happen
gradually, step by step.”

Greek economy grew in the first quarter last year for
the first time since the second quarter of 2009 and con-

tinued expanding until the third quarter of 2014.
Samaras vowed to lower an unpopular property tax this
year and reduce corporation tax to 15 percent from 26
percent gradually to boost investment. However, in a
veiled attack on his main election rivals, he tied such
promises and a return to wider prosperity in Greece to
successfully concluding negotiations with international
lenders to exit the bailout and securing debt relief.

“Who can get that? A responsible government, as a
reward for the sacrifices made by the Greek people who
met the targets, without clashing with (European) part-
ners and any kind of turbulence,” he said.

Greece’s bailout talks with lenders will resume once a
new government is in place after the elections. Samaras’
main opponent, Syriza’s head Alexis Tsipras, has taken a
harder line towards EU/IMF partners, saying he wanted
to cancel austerity measures which form part of the
bailout that is keeping Greece afloat, raise the minimum
wage and freeze state layoffs.

He also wants Europe to write off a big chunk of
Greece’s debt as part of a re-negotiation with lenders,
something that has spooked the financial markets.
Tsipras said during a pre-election tour yesterday Greece
would become a “colony” with no future if the bailout
policies continued. — Reuters

Greek PM vows tax cuts 

as leftists hold poll lead

A Philadelphia business displays a help wanted sign in its storefront. With the price of oil below $50 a barrel, con-
sumers will have steadily more money to spend, potentially creating job openings at retailers, auto dealers, ship-
ping firms, restaurants and hotels.  —AP
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ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.460
Indian Rupees 4.658
Pakistani Rupees 2.913
Srilankan Rupees 2.227
Nepali Rupees 2.908
Singapore Dollar 224.280
Hongkong Dollar 37.933
Bangladesh Taka 3.763
Philippine Peso 6.605
Thai Baht 8.946
Irani Riyal transfer 61.555
Irani Riyal cash 121.740

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 78.498
Qatari Riyal 80.871
Omani Riyal 764.880
Bahraini Dinar 781.850
UAE Dirham 80.166

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 42.250
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 41.069
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.374
Tunisian Dinar 158.880
Jordanian Dinar 415.430
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 1.975
Syrian Lira 2.098
Morocco Dirham 330.620

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 294.250
Euro 358.130
Sterling Pound 459.320
Canadian dollar 255.980
Turkish lira 126.180
Swiss Franc 300.260
Australian Dollar 243.640
US Dollar Buying 293.050

GOLD
20 gram 238.100
10 gram 121.740
5  gram 61.560

CURRENCY BUY SELL
Europe

Belgian Franc 0.007680 0.008680
British Pound 0.442061 0.451061
Czech Korune 0.004477 0.016477
Danish Krone 0.042837 0.047837
Euro 0.344538 0.352538
Norwegian Krone 0.034657 0.039857
Romanian Leu 0.084560 0.084560
Slovakia 0.008654 0.018654
Swedish Krona 0.0327121 0.037721
Swiss Franc 0.284469 0.294669
Turkish Lira 0.126775 0.133775

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.233897 0.245397
New Zealand Dollar 0.225163 0.234663

America
Canadian Dollar 0.243185 0.251686
US Dollars 0.290700 0.295400
US Dollars Mint

0.291200 0.295400
Asia

Bangladesh Taka 0.003456 0.004056
Chinese Yuan 0.046051 0.049551
Hong Kong Dollar 0.035924 0.038674
Indian Rupee 0.004406 0.004807
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000019 0.000025
Japanese Yen 0.002404 0.002584
Kenyan Shilling 0.003277 0.003277
Korean Won 0.000260 0.000275
Malaysian Ringgit 0.080029 0.086029
Nepalese Rupee 0.003013 0.003183
Pakistan Rupee 0.002755 0.003035

Philippine Peso 0.006505 0.006785
Sierra Leone 0.000065 0.000071
Singapore Dollar 0.217962 0.223962
South African Rand 0.019654 0.028154
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001862 0.002442
Taiwan 0.009119 0.009299
Thai Baht 0.008644 0.009194

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.775503 0.783503
Egyptian Pound 0.038824 0.041924
Iranian Riyal 0.000082 0.000083
Iraqi Dinar 0.000196 0.000256
Jordanian Dinar 0.411740 0.419240
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000146 0.000246
Moroccan Dirhams 0.024086 0.048086
Nigerian Naira 0.001200 0.001835
Omani Riyal 0.759694 0.765374
Qatar Riyal 0.080263 0.081476
Saudi Riyal 0.077977 0.078677
Syrian Pound 0.001748 0.001986
Tunisian Dinar 0.152906 0.160906
Turkish Lira 0.126775 0.133775
UAE Dirhams 0.079282 0.080431
Yemeni Riyal 0.001331 0.001411

UAE Exchange Centre WLL

COUNTRY SELL DRAFT SELL CASH 
Australian Dollar 231.31 229.31
Canadian Dollar 253.86 254.86
Swiss Franc 295.89 293.89
Euro 353.27 354.27
US Dollar 294.65 297.65
Sterling Pound 450.33 453.33
Japanese Yen 2.51 2.53
Bangladesh Taka 3.775 4.045
Indian Rupee 4.631 4.931
Sri Lankan Rupee 2.229 2.664
Nepali Rupee 2.898 3.433
Pakistani Rupee 2.928 2.790
UAE Dirhams 80.07 80.53
Bahraini Dinar 782.03 784.10
Egyptian Pound 41.08 41.68
Jordanian Dinar 418.66 424.31
Omani Riyal 764.12 771.42
Qatari Riyal 81.14 81.69
Saudi Riyal 78.49 78.89

Rate for Transfer Selling Rate
US Dollar 291.750
Canadian Dollar 260.085
Sterling Pound 456.630
Euro 366.500
Swiss Frank 303.035
Bahrain Dinar 775.760
UAE Dirhams 79.330
Qatari Riyals 80.935
Saudi Riyals 77.975
Jordanian Dinar 411.660
Egyptian Pound 40.707
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.225
Indian Rupees 4.716
Pakistani Rupees 2.867
Bangladesh Taka 3.759
Philippines Pesso 6.481
Cyprus pound 715.865
Japanese Yen 3.480

Syrian Pound 2.710
Nepalese Rupees 3.945
Malaysian Ringgit 87.645
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 48.035
Thai Bhat 9.885
Turkish Lira 131.225

Al Mulla Exchange

Currency Transfer Rate (Per 1000)
US Dollar 293.950
Euro 351.450
Pound Sterlng 447.150
Canadian Dollar 249.900
Indian Rupee 4.650
Egyptian Pound 41.095
Sri Lankan Rupee 2.223
Bangladesh Taka 3.749
Philippines Peso 6.528
Pakistan Rupee 2.920
Bahraini Dinar 782.700
UAE Dirham 80.050
Saudi Riyal 78.500
*Rates are subject to change

B U S I N E S S

Five tips to survive 
winter in the office

For many people winter has a visibly dampening
effect on their mood. Perhaps it’s the cold, grey
weather to blame. In this weather, the prospect of

getting up every day at an early hour, dragging yourself
out of your cozy bed, getting ready and driving through
icy streets to reach work may not be the most alluring
thing for most of us. It can be hard to stay healthy and
upbeat as the days get shorter and the weather more
vicious. Here, the corporate wellness experts at
Bayt.com, the Middle East’s leading job site, provide five
tips to survive winter in the office:

1. Stay active
Most of us tend to hole ourselves up in the winter,
especially if you’re used to exercising outside. This
means that, in order to stay fit and healthy, you
should try twice as hard to stay active as you do dur-
ing the summer. According to the Bayt.com ‘MENA
Professionals’ Health and Eating Habits’ poll, March
2012, 17.6 percent of professionals in the Middle
East and North Africa (MENA) region claim to do no
exercise, with the rest claiming to exercise frequent-
ly (37.6 percent) or occasionally (44.8 percent).
Bayt.com tip: A brisk walk, winter gardening or jog-
ging outdoors has to be better than staying indoors
from November to April. Regular exercise will also
help to prevent joint and heart problems, as well as
obesity and diabetes. Exercise also helps reduce
stress, anxiety and general grumpiness by helping
our body release endorphins or ‘happy hormones’.

2. Get enough Vitamin D
There’s no doubt our Vitamin D levels dip in winter.
We need it for strong bones and a robust immune
system, and deficiency has been linked to autoim-
mune conditions such as type 1 diabetes. Most
Vitamin D comes from the sun and you can store
some up by being outdoors.
Bayt.com tip: Break up your day by getting outside
during your lunch break. Try and work at a window
and get as much natural light as possible - it’ll help
you combat the feeling of being in perpetual night
and give you a chance to re-energize. Eating oily fish
or fortified cereals can also help boost levels of
Vitamin D in your body.

3. Beat the winter blues
Winter isn’t exactly the happiest of seasons. Focus
on all the positive things about winter. Make sure
you take extra care if you work from home too,
which can make winter’s depressing effects even
worse. Indeed, the repetition of work and lack of
sunlight can make you feel like there’s no end in
sight, often resulting in stress. So if you can’t get out
and do all the things you usually do, do something
out of the ordinary - something that makes you
happy!
Bayt.com tip: Set a winter goal. Start reading or
communicating with relatives or long-lost friends. If
you’ve had a desire to write, do it now or start learn-
ing a musical instrument, a language or a new com-
puter program. There are many things that you’ve
been putting off, and now’s the time to get some of
them done. Having a sense of accomplishment will
help alleviate stress and the general malaise associ-
ated with the season.

4. Take a vacation
The most obvious advice is if it’s too cold where you
live, go somewhere else. So why not take a little off-
season vacation?  Bayt.com tip: Check out websites
like TripAdvisor to see where you’ll find the best
winter deals on a getaway. It doesn’t have to be that
long, either - even a one-week retreat will help you
relax.

5. Stay healthy
Cold weather may not directly cause colds, but cold
season is definitely in full swing. You don’t have to
hole yourself up to avoid getting sick, you just need
to take a little extra care. Bayt.com tip: Get a good
amount of sleep, wash your hands often, drink hot
beverages, and take plenty of Vitamin C.
Lastly remember, keeping yourself warm is extreme-
ly important, so do keep those fuzzy socks, candles,
and low-fat candy bars in your office drawer to
remind you that “Somewhere over the rainbow,
bluebirds fly.”

Bayt.com report

WASHINGTON: The US economy added the largest number of
jobs in 15 years in 2014, yet a surprising five-cent drop in aver-
age hourly earnings in December raises questions over
whether a tightening labor market will ever translate into more
money in the pockets of ordinary Americans. In theory, a tight-
ening market should lead firms to hike wages to hold on to or
attract workers.

That relationship, however, has broken down in the recover-
ies from the past three US recessions and has been especially
pronounced in the tepid recovery from the 2007-2009 financial
crisis, according to research from the Federal Reserve of San
Francisco published this week. Workers in industries that have
the least flexibility to cut pay in downturns are at the heart of
today’s tepid wage growth. “In response, businesses hold back
wage increases and wait for inflation and productivity growth
to bring wages closer to their desired level. Since it takes some
time to fully exhaust the pool of wage cuts, wage growth
remains low even as the economy expands and the unemploy-
ment rate declines,” said San Francisco Fed researchers Mary
Daly and Bart Hobijn.

For example, in construction, one of the industries Daly and
Hobijn pointed to as having a rigid wage structure, they said
earnings grew just 0.6 percent from mid-2010 - when unem-
ployment in the sector hit 20.9 percent - to the third quarter of
2014 - when the sector’s jobless rate stood at 9.5 percent.

That trend was evident again in Friday’s jobs and wages
data. Construction added a healthy 48,000 jobs in December, a
third more than in the prior two months, yet wages fell by 0.3
percent for a gain of 1.8 percent on the year. By contrast, the
finance, insurance and real estate sector, where wages saw
more downward pressure in the recession, has seen wage
growth 0.4 percentage point higher than the last time its
unemployment rate was so low, according to the San Francisco
research.

The finance sector saw wages fall 0.2 percent in December,
but posted a 2.1 percent gain for 2014 as a whole. That poses a
conundrum for the Fed, which is eager to raise interest rates in
order to get off the zero lower bound, where it has been stuck
since December 2008.

The US central bank isn’t alone in this. Britain, which along
with the United States has staged a strong economic recovery,
has struggled to deliver wage growth to match its strong jobs
growth. Fed Chair Janet Yellen has frequently sounded the

alarm over the slow pace of wage growth, even as she has
stressed that the bank is likely to hike rates this year. “The soft
wage data are likely to raise concerns on the (Fed’s policy)
committee about the link between labor market slack and
wage inflation, which many on the committee view as an
important factor in helping return inflation to the Fed’s 2 per-
cent target,” Barclays economist Michael Gapen said.

Earnings grew just 1.7 percent last year, the softest increase
for any 12-month period since October 2012. That points to an

incomplete recovery, according to the Economic Policy
Institute, a Washington-based liberal think tank.

“Until nominal wages are rising by 3.5 to 4 percent, there
is no threat that price inflation will begin to significantly
exceed the Fed’s 2 percent inflation target,” it said after
Friday’s jobs report. “And it will take wage growth of at least
3.5 to 4 percent for workers to begin to reap the benefits of
economic growth -and to achieve a genuine recovery from
the Great Recession.” — Reuters

US seems stuck with 
slow wage growth 

Will tightening labor market translate into more salaries

MIAMI LAKES: Job seekers Madelin Garcia (right) and Noharis Nunez fill out a job applications near a Benihana booth at
a job fair in Miami Lakes, Florida. With the price of oil below $50 a barrel, consumers will have steadily more money to
spend, potentially creating job openings at retailers, auto dealers, shipping firms, restaurants and hotels. —AP 

BOSTON: Big European and American banks have found a pro-
ductive place to park the energy sector’s most distressed debt:
the $2.7 trillion US money market industry. Barclays Bank plc,
Credit Suisse and Wells Fargo and others get overnight and
short-term loans from companies that run money market mutu-
al funds such as Fidelity Investments, BlackRock Inc, American
Beacon and others. The banks use the money to fund long posi-
tions in securities or to cover short positions. For collateral, the
funds are accepting the junk-rated bonds of beat-up energy
companies.

Even though the value of the bonds are in free fall as oil
prices plummet, the money funds readily accept the debt,
because it’s a way to generate above-market yields in an indus-
try hurt by near-zero interest rates. In 2014, the average yield for
taxable money fund investors was a paltry 0.01 percent. Banks
currently have about $90 billion outstanding in short-term and
overnight loans backed by riskier assets that include corporate
debt and equities.

The exact amount of junk-rated energy debt used as collater-
al was not available. But more than a dozen of the sector’s most-
ly highly distressed issuers, including QuickSilver Resources,
Black Elk Energy, Halcon Resources, Samson Investment and
Sidewinder Drilling Inc, have had their bonds used as collateral,
according to recent fund disclosures. These so-called “other
repurchase agreements” generate above-market yields for the
funds, ranging anywhere from 20 basis points to 50 basis points.
In contrast, repo loans backed by safe US Treasuries can gener-
ate yields of about 10 basis points and less, according to recent
fund disclosures.

Most money fund assets are in Treasuries, certificates of
deposit and government agency debt. But some jarring discov-
eries in the types of collateral money funds accept on short-term
loans to big banks can be found by investors who dig through

industry disclosures. A money fund run by Morgan Stanley
recently disclosed, for example, an $8.25 million repurchase
agreement with Credit Suisse, which used bonds issued by
Sidewinder Drilling as most of the collateral. As oil prices have
tumbled, so has the value of Sidewinder’s 2019 bonds, falling
about 44 percent since early October.

Credit Suisse declined to comment. Money funds downplay
the risk in the repo transactions backed by the junk-rated collater-
al. They say their ultimate backstop is the bank on the other side
of the deal. Fidelity, the largest money fund operator in the indus-
try, declined to comment on any specific transaction. In a state-
ment, the company said, “We make an independent assessment
on the counter-party credit quality in all repurchase agreements
to ensure the counter-party represents minimal credit risk.”

By contrast, No 1 US mutual fund company Vanguard Group
plays it safe. The $133 billion Vanguard Prime Money Market
Fund and the company’s other money funds only accept US
government securities as collateral, company spokesman David
Hoffman said. “In times of stress, governments are far more liq-
uid than other asset classes,” Hoffman said. “This is especially
true with US Treasuries, which are likely to rally during times of
stress.” Federal Reserve Bank policymakers say they are worried
that some banks rely too much on repo loans as a source of
wholesale funding. They also point out how money funds make
loans secured by assets they would quickly unload if the bank
on the other side of the deal defaulted. “What always worries
you about wholesale funding is the run risk,” John Williams, pres-
ident of the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco, told reporters
this week at an economic conference in Boston. “... Heavy
reliance on wholesale funding, which is still there for certain
institutions, is an important issue that we need to address and
make sure our financial system is resilient to things going
wrong.”—Reuters

Kuwaiti oil price drops 
29 cents, reaches $43.21

KUWAIT: The price of Kuwaiti oil barrel dropped 29 cents
reaching $43.21 on Friday, compared to $43.50 per barrel
on Thursday, said Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) yes-
terday. Oil prices in international markets had dropped yes-
terday. The price of Brent crude and the American crude
had recorded their lowest rates since April 2009. Prices of
Brent crude declined 85 cents, reaching $50.11pb, while
the American crude oil fell 43 cents, reaching $48.36pb.

Brent crude has lost about 11 percent of its value this
week, while the American crude lost about eight percent.
Oil prices have been slumping on the international markets
for the seventh week in a raw, despite a temporary recov-
ery from their lows after a sharp drop in the US oil rig
count. — KUNA

Turkmen president fires 
central bank, gas heads

ASHGABAT,  Turkmenistan: Turkmenistan’s president has fired
the heads of the country’s central bank and its natural gas compa-
ny in the wake of economic troubles that brought the country’s
currency down 18.5 percent this year.

President Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov’s orders at a
Cabinet session yesterday were reported by the tightly controlled
Central Asian country’s state media. The authoritarian leader said
“difficult financial and economic circumstances in certain coun-
tries directly affect Turkmenistan.” That appeared to be a reference
to Russia, where the ruble has lost about 45 percent of its value
under pressure from falling oil prices and Western sanctions.

Berdymukhamedov ordered the new head of the national gas
company to increase exports, which are Turkemenistan’s key
source of revenue. Turkmenistan on Jan. 1 devalued the manat
from 2.85 to the dollar to 3.5. — AP

Big banks park beat-up energy
sector bonds in US money funds
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LAS VEGAS: Self-driving cars garner much of the attention, but in
reality, we’re years away from tooling around in something like
Knight Rider’s KITT. Coming sooner to a car near you: smartphone
apps on dash displays, cruise control that adapts to cars around it,
remote engine starting and more.

At International CES in Las Vegas this week, 10 automakers and
numerous suppliers unveiled technological features that will find
their way into cars in the distant and not-so-distant future. Here’s a
look at some of their wares. Your car will think. It will react. It will
learn.

“This car will take responsibility,” said Dieter Zetsche, leader of
Mercedes-Benz, as he introduced the company’s luxury self-dri-
ving concept car of the future.

If that sounds a bit scary, like the prologue to a film in which
machines overtake mankind, companies supplying the brains and
eyes for these robocars say it’s for our own good. Cars already do
some of these things, really. Anti-lock brake systems, cruise control
and parallel parking assistance are steps toward taking our hands
completely off the wheel. There are 1.2 million traffic-related
deaths globally each year, according to the World Health
Organization; 32,719 of them were in the US in 2013. As automak-
ers point out, your self-driving car won’t get drunk, tired or dis-
tracted. And they could return something many other gadgets
have taken away: time.

First, “the car has to become self-aware. It has to be able to see
and understand what’s happening around it,” said Jen-Hsun
Huang, co-founder and CEO of Nvidia, which introduced a super-
fast processor at the show and has been working with Audi to
develop piloted systems and in-car digital displays.

Audi touted a road trip that its A7 piloted prototype - piloted
because there still needs to be a driver behind the wheel to assure
nothing goes awry - took from Silicon Valley to Las Vegas for the
show, without incident, “driven” by chosen journalists sitting
behind the wheel.

“We are ready for piloted driving on public streets,” said Ulrich
Hackenberg from Audi’s board of management. But laws that
would allow such autonomy aren’t quite ready; neither are
answers to questions such as: Can someone sue a driverless car if
it’s in a crash?  If it can’t avoid a crash, how will it decide what or
whom to crash into? Can a car be hacked and if so, how can it be
protected?

Carmakers and suppliers admit there’s still quite a bit they and
their cars are learning. Mercedes-Benz says their ultimate vision of
the future - a sleek carriage that will ferry us to our destinations -
exists beyond 2030, at least.

For now, though, your car might be able to know:

Where you’re shopping
Ask Chevrolet’s OnStar system for directions to the nearest

Dunkin Donuts, and you might receive a coupon. The carmaker
has partnered with the doughnut chain, Priceline.com and the
Speedway brand of gas stations for opt-in promotions.

The service can mine data in the car to offer advice on systems
that might be close to failing, like a near-dead battery or a fuel sys-
tem malfunction. Pass along your real-time driving habits to your
insurer, and you might earn rewards for good driving.

What’s on your smartphone:
Being able to plug one’s smartphone into a dash display seems

obvious with so many plug-and-play options elsewhere, but it
hasn’t been easy in cars until now. Apple’s Car Play and eventually
Android’s version will let a driver can plug in their devices and
view their songs, apps and maps on the in-car display.

That’s a huge improvement, said Ron Montoya of car research

site Edmunds.com. “People are responding to texts on their own
inside the car. They’re playing their music, they’re playing their
Pandora,” he said. Now, rather than fumble with a device, often
taking their eyes off the road, the information they’re looking for
will be within their line of sight on the dash display. Carmakers
from Hyundai (Apple Car Play will be available in 2015 models of
the Sonata and more widely available in 2016) to Audi (it’ll be
available in the Q7) all talked about phone integration.

• How to talk to your smartphone, or smartwatch
Hyundai’s Blue Link system now includes a smartphone app
that lets car owners start the car remotely, lock or unlock it,
find their car within a mile using GPS tracking (such as in a big
parking lot), send a destination to the car’s navigation system
and send alerts. Have a teenage driver in the house who’s bor-
rowing the car?  Your car, via your phone, will tell you if the car
was started after curfew or if it was traveling above a certain
speed limit.

• What’s happening around it
That red light? That slow car up ahead? Adaptive cruise con-
trol available in cars soon will be so advanced that the
machines will sense when a car ahead is slowing down and
safely change lanes to zoom around (on the driver’s signal.) If
a car up ahead stops or there’s a red light, the car will come to
a halt.  Inside a Volkswagen Golf being tested by Valeo and
IAV, who are developing automated software and hardware
for cars, self-driving mode brought the car slowly to a stop
behind a school bus on a Las Vegas street, the driver’s hands
off the wheel and feet off the pedals.

“I’m not worried,” said driver Lars Eggenstein of IAV. — AP

DETROIT: General Motors plans to start selling an
affordable electric car in 2017 that will be able to go 200
miles on a single charge. A person briefed on the matter
told The Associated Press that GM plans to start selling a
$30,000 battery powered family car called the Chevrolet
Bolt sometime in 2017.

A concept version of the car will be unveiled Monday
at the North American International Auto Show in
Detroit, according to the person, who asked not to be
identified because the official announcement hasn’t
been made. The Bolt has been in the works for years
and is designed to compete with electric offerings from
Tesla Motors Inc. and Nissan Motor Co.

The Palo Alto, California-based Tesla has plans for a
$35,000 electric car called the Model 3, which also is
expected to go 200 miles per charge. Nissan sells the
electric Leaf, which starts at about $30,000 and can go
up to 100 miles per charge.

GM has been selling the Chevrolet Volt plug-in elec-
tric car since late 2010, but it goes only 38 miles on elec-
tric power before a gas generator kicks in. An updated
version of the Volt with greater all electric range also
will be unveiled at the auto show. GM conceived the
$35,000 Volt as a mass-market car that could handle
most trips on electric power, but had the generator to

end worries that people would run out of juice. A con-
cept version of the first-generation Volt was unveiled
eight years ago at a time when GM didn’t know for cer-
tain that the battery system would work.

The company also offers the all-electric Chevy Spark
subcompact that can go 82 miles on a charge. It starts
at $26,685. Electric cars are eligible for a $7,500 federal
tax credit.

Doug Parks, GM’s vice president of global product
development, said in 2013 that GM was working on a
200-mile electric car for around $35,000, confirming
that the company was in a race with other automakers
to hit that mileage range at a moderate price.

GM has invested millions in developing electric cars
starting with the EV1 in the 1990s. It doubled the size of
its battery testing lab at a technical center in suburban
Warren, Michigan, to 100,000 

square feet in 2013, allowing it to test batteries and
controls faster. It took about four years for GM to devel-
op the Volt and bring it to market. The new Volt, due out
later this year, will hit showrooms at an uncertain time
for electric vehicles with gas prices at $2.15 a gallon
nationwide, down more than $1 per gallon from a year
ago. The 200-mile electric car was first reported late
Friday by the Wall Street Journal. — AP

DETROIT: A worker covers a Chevrolet Corvette Stingray during set up for the upcoming North American International
Auto Show in Detroit. The show opens to the media tomorrow, at 6.30 am ET at the Cobo Center in Detroit. — AP

Coming to a car near you
Auto technology at CES

GM plans affordable 
200-mile electric car in 2017

Sexy models may be
banned from

Shanghai auto show
BEIJING: Scantily clad female models who adorn vehicle
displays could be banned from this year’s Shanghai motor
show, state media reported yesterday. “We haven’t ruled
out the possibility of banning auto-show girls,” the organ-
ising committee for the Shanghai Automotive Exhibition
said in remarks carried by the Xinhua news agency.

“We are soliciting public opinion to improve the exhi-
bition,” the committee said in a statement.

Female models have been a mainstay at international
auto shows for decades and were featured at last year’s
Beijing International Automotive Exhibition. But Yang
Xueliang, director of public relations for Chinese
automaker Zhejiang Geely Holding Group, wrote in an
online post on Friday he had been told that “auto show
models are to be banned this year”. “It is best to cancel
the performances, so as to let visitors enjoy a quiet exhi-
bition,” Xinhua quoted him as saying.

No reason has been given for the possible ban, but the
media agency said the decision could be down to “moral
concern” and security considerations after a deadly stam-
pede in the city on New Year’s Eve killed 36. Shanghai’s
government has since announced tougher registration
procedures for large crowd events, which will face cancel-
lation if safety rules are violated.—AFP

WASHINGTON: Republicans in Congress and a
state supreme court have thrown the political
hot potato known as Keystone XL straight back
onto President Barack Obama’s lap.

So loath is Obama to making a decision
about the proposed oil pipeline that delibera-
tions have entered their sixth year - a period
nearly as long as Obama’s time in office. He’s
blamed the seemingly endless delays on
bureaucratic formalities and parochial issues in
Nebraska, even when skeptics claimed that the
politics of the next election were giving the pres-
ident cold feet.

Now the election is over, the Nebraska issue
is resolved, and a bipartisan bill forcing the
pipeline’s approval may soon be heading to
Obama’s desk. Forces on all sides of the debate,
for once, have the same demand for Obama:
Just make the call.

“It’s time for the State Department and the
president to make a decision on the Keystone XL
pipeline - however they decide - because six
years is beyond long enough,” said Sen. Heidi
Heitkamp of North Dakota, part of the minority
of Democrats supporting the pipeline.

In April, just as the State Department’s review
of the pipeline was nearing an end, Obama
indefinitely suspended it. Facing a difficult politi-
cal climate, many Democrats had been anxious
about Obama making a decision before the
November midterm elections. Still, the White
House said it was uncertainty about the
pipeline’s route, spurred by a Nebraska court
challenge, that prompted the delay.

That rationale expired Friday. The Nebraska
Supreme Court tossed out the lawsuit, clearing
the way for the pipeline to snake through
Nebraska as previously envisioned. The State
Department, which has jurisdiction because the
pipeline would start in Canada, said it would
pick up its review where it left off, but it was
unclear how long that review will take to finish.

Republicans and some Democrats don’t

want to wait for that review to play out. Wielding
their newfound control of both chambers of
Congress, Republicans are speeding a bill
through Congress authorizing construction of
the 1,179-mile pipeline, which would carry more
than 800,000 barrels of crude oil a day from
Canada to refineries along the Texas Gulf Coast.

The House approved the bill Friday - one of
the first bills taken up by Congress in 2015. The
Senate planned a test vote on an identical bill
Monday, with plans to deliver the final bill to
Obama in short order. Obama has threatened
repeatedly to veto that bill, arguing that
Congress must not circumvent the executive
branch’s authority. So far, Republicans haven’t
shown they have the votes to override Obama’s
veto. Yesterday, a group of Keystone opponents,
organized by the advocacy group 350.org,
planned to rally outside the White House to
insist Obama make good on his veto threat.

Obama has long bemoaned that the pro-
posed pipeline has taken on a political life of its
own, becoming a proxy battle for the broader
debate over global warming.

“A vote against Keystone sends the signal
that our government is taking the science of cli-
mate change and risk analysis seriously,” said
Sen. Martin Heinrich, D-N.M. Environmental
groups have waged protests and acts of civil dis-
obedience, arguing the project would unravel
US progress in combating climate change. The
energy industry and business groups have say
Obama is jeopardizing an $8 billion project that
could create thousands of jobs.

In his public comments, Obama has said he’ll
only allow the pipeline if it won’t lead to
increased carbon dioxide emissions. Yet he has
also voiced skepticism about claims by support-
ers that the pipeline will create jobs or lessen US
dependence on foreign oil, in what environmen-
talists hope is an attempt by Obama to lay the
groundwork for an eventual denial of the
pipeline’s permit.—AP

NEW YORK: Ferrari, Maserati, Lamborghini, Bugatti.
The prestigious names embody performance and
luxury across the automotive world. But with the
advent of soulless self-driving cars, are they fated to
be locked away in the stables like the horses they
replaced a century ago? Not so fast, responds
Ferrari. The Italian race car legend, its iconic pranc-
ing horse logo idolized by drivers everywhere, is still
putting out high-performance cars that need real
people at the wheel.

It just introduced its newest supercar, the Sergio,
and is working on a car more powerful than any it
ever produced, the FXX K. An electric motor will
help boost the 860 horsepower of the V12 engine
to an astounding 1,050 horses. Maserati, like Ferrari
part of the Fiat Chrysler stable, is promising a new
Alfieri coupe in 2016, and the next version of the
GranTurismo will be unveiled at the end of 2017.
But will the Italian thoroughbreds and their German
counterparts be able to resist the looming turn of
the industry toward cars that don’t need drivers at
all?

‘Change inevitable’ 
Karl Brauer, an industry analyst at Kelley Blue

Book, says the industry march away from humans
controlling cars and toward more technology will
not stop. “It is inevitable,” he said.

That will leave performance sports cars and

supercars the province of a  small group of wealthy
motor speed fans and hobbyists dedicated to hav-
ing their own hands in control, he said.

Increasingly, they will be confined to driving on
tracks and private roads as autonomous vehicles
take off with the broader public. Some of those who
buy performance sports cars for social status-the
majority of buyers-could even turn away from them
for other ostentatious signs of success, said Martin
Zimmerman, a professor at the University of
Michigan and a former economist at Ford.

But there will always be fans who value tradi-
tionally driven sports cars, Zimmerman said.

“I suspect that there will be always a demand for
sitting in a nice looking sports car and being able to
control it yourself.” Eventually, the sports car could
become confined to a small niche of passionate
fans, revving their engines and testing their speed
on dedicated circuits. It is up to the top automakers
around the world together with tech leaders to pro-
duce autonomous, driverless cars for public use,
and the day they enter general use is coming soon.

Self-driving cars could make highways safer by
eliminating the main cause of road accidents, driver
error. The first driverless cars could hit the market in
2018, according to manufacturers, though the legal
and ethical questions are many-for instance, who is
to blame if there is an accident?

Road tests of self-driving cars are already well

advanced-especially of  the Google Car, the pioneer
in the market. It has traveled hundreds of thou-
sands of miles on California roads without accident,
Google says.

The war on speeding in developed countries;
changes in consumer interests, with a new genera-
tion more focused on electronic gadgets; and more
eco-friendly thinking also pose obstacles for per-
formance sports car fans.

Seeking a balance 
One course for the future, according to analysts,

will be to achieve a balance between technologies
that make the vehicles safer and the sensations of
high speed and high performance on the road that
fans crave. “There will be a demand for sports cars
that allow individuals to control and drive the vehi-
cle, but the technology that’s being developed
around these autonomous vehicles will actually
make it more fun and safer for individuals to drive
these vehicles,” said Joe Vitale, an industry specialist
at consultant Deloitte.

Makers of top-end cars in the sports and luxury
segments have to keep coming up with new things,
and adopt the most advanced technologies, to
keep attracting buyers, said Alan Baum, head of the
consultant Baum and Associates. “When that prod-
uct starts to age, then the consumer starts to go to
the next new thing,” he said. — AFP

SHANGHAI: A Chinese photographer takes photos of the Saint-Gobain signboard at the Bund in Shanghai on Friday. Saint Gobain is celebrating
its 350th anniversary in China. — AFP 

Do sports cars have a future 
in a driverless world?

Keystone XL pipeline 
decision back in Obama’s lap

RIPLEY: Miles of pipe ready to become part of the Keystone Pipeline are stacked in a field
near Ripley, Oklahoma. The pipeline battle is just the start of President Barack Obama’s
fight with Congress on climate change. — AP
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KUWAIT: Kuwait Stock Exchange (KSE) ended last
week in the red zone. The Price Index closed at
6,491.07 points, down by 0.68 percent from the week
before closing, the Weighted Index decreased by 1.08
percent after closing at 434.13 points, whereas the
KSX-15 Index closed at 1,043.77 points, down by 1.53
percent. Furthermore, last weekís average daily
turnover decreased by 51.62 percent, compared to
the preceding week, reaching KD 20.02 mill ion,
whereas trading volume average was 223.91 million
shares, recording an decrease of 38.87 percent.

The stock market indicators joined to close in the
red zone for the second executive week, affected by
the continued control of the random selling opera-
tions over the trading activity, where it included many
traded stocks throughout the week, headed by the
large-cap and operational stocks, which caused the
market capital to lose 1.21 percent after reaching KD
27.64 billion by the end of the previous week, com-
pared to a KD 27.98 billion in the last week of year
2014.

Also, the stock market initiated the first session of
the week with mixed performance, as the Weighted
and KSX-15 indices declined affected by the selling
pressures on the large-cap and blue-chip stocks,
whereas the Price Index was able to realize slight gain,
supported by the purchasing operations concentrat-
ed on the small-cap stocks in the market, especially in
the Financial Sector, which had the lion share of the
trading value during the same session.† The market
continued its mixed performance on the next session,
as the Price Index couldnít continue its upward direc-
tion, to end the session with noticeable decline, los-
ing all its previous sessionís gains, after being affected
by the selling operations executed mostly on the
small-cap stocks, whilst the Weighted and KSX-15
indices were able to record limited increases by the
end of the session, as a result to the selective purchas-

ing operations that concentrated on some large-cap
stocks.

However on Tuesdayís session, the stock market
witnessed a negative performance that pushed the
three indices to record noticeable losses, in parallel
with the losses recorded by the GCC stock markets,
affected by the decline in oil prices to below $50,
which caused a strong selling trend and pushed all
the indices to decline.† In addition, the stock market
witnessed some improvement on the next session,
however the three indices ended the session with
mixed performance, as the Price and Weighted Indices
were able to realize limited growth, whilst the KSX-15
continued its decline.† On the last session of the
week, the stock market indicators were able to realize
good growth in light of a presence of the purchasing
power, and included many large-cap and small-cap
stocks, among an increase in the trading activity, com-
pared to the previous session.

Sectorsí Indices
Nine of KSEís sectors ended last week in the red

zone, while the other three recorded increases. The
Basic Materials sector headed the losers list as its
index declined by 3.91 percent to end the weekís
activity at 1,087.07 points. The Financial Services sec-
tor was second on the losersí  l ist ,  which index
declined by 1.56 percent, closing at 819.20 points, fol-
lowed by the Insurance sector, as its index closed at
1,161.0 points at a loss of 1.39 percent. The Consumer
Goods sector was the least declining as its index
closed at  1.225.59 points with a 0.02 percent
decrease. 

On the other hand, last weekís highest gainer was
the Oil & Gas sector, achieving 2.40 percent growth
rate as its index closed at 1,088.50 points. Whereas, in
the second place, the Industrial sectorís index closed
at 1,072.39 points recording 0.19 percent increase.

Kuwait bourse remains bearish amid selloff

WALL STREET WEEKLY REVIEW

NEW YORK: The Dow swung more
than 100 points all five days this
week in a volatile week that ended
modestly lower. In the end, three
down days outnumbered the two
days of advances, leaving the Dow
Jones Industrial Average down by
95.62 points (0.54 percent) at
17,737.37.

The broad-based S&P 500 shed
13.39 (0.65 percent) to 2,044.52,
while the tech-rich Nasdaq
Composite Index fell 22.74 (0.48 per-
cent) to 2,704.07. 

Mace Blicksilver, director of
Marblehead Asset Management,
called the first full week of trade of
2015 a “roller coaster.”  Current con-
ditions resemble the 1990s, “when
the US economy was booming, but
the world situation was weak,” he
said. “There are so many hotspots.”

“I’m not that optimistic. This
might be the year of a correction.”
The week’s trade again underscored
the market’s uncertainty at what to
make of crashing oil prices. 

US stocks surged on Wednesday
and Thursday, the only two days
when crude rose.  But the fall in US
stocks the other three days coincid-
ed with lower oil prices, including
Monday, when the US crude con-
tract slipped below $50 a barrel for
the first time in more than five years.
“We’re somewhat conflicted” on oil,
said Jack Ablin, chief investment
officer at BMO Private Bank.
Investors welcome how low gasoline
prices at the pump give consumers
more  spending power, yet the more
than 50 percent drop in crude in six
months is “creating potential disrup-
tions in the capital markets,” he said.

Key worries include bad bets on
oil by commodities traders, as well
as the risk of defaults on bonds held
by energy firms. “Investors focused
on the economy and earnings will
likely buy stocks,” Ablin said.
“Investors focused on the oil prices
and the implications for the capital
markets would be a little more nerv-
ous.”

Worries about Europe 
Anxiety about the euro-zone also

left a cloud over markets this week.
Investors unloaded stocks early in
the week on fears that a victory by
the left-wing Syriza party in Greece’s
snap election would lead to a Greek
exit from the euro-zone. However, at
midweek, US markets rose with
European stocks on greater confi-
dence that the European Central
Bank would soon enact monetary
stimulus, particularly after euro-zone
inflation fell into negative territory,
renewing deflation fears. 

But on Friday, European stocks
tanked again at disappointment
over the reported size of potential
ECB bond purchases. Analysts also
saw a drag from the jihadist attack in
France Wednesday at satiric maga-
zine Charlie Hebdo that left 12 peo-
ple dead, the bloodiest attack on
French soil in half a century.

“The terrorism in France reminds
us how vulnerable we are,” Blicksilver

US stocks end lower 

after volatile week

The Telecommunications sector came in third as its
index achieved 0.14 percent growth, ending the week
at 571.24 points.

The Financial Services sector dominated a total trade
volume of 530.82 million shares changing hands during
last week, representing 47.41 percent of the total mar-
ket trading volume. The Real Estate sector was second
in terms of trading volume as the sectorís traded shares
were 22.22 percent of last weekís total trading volume,

with a total of 248.71 million shares. On the other hand,
the Telecommunications sectorís stocks were the high-
est traded in terms of value; with a turnover of KD 25.71
million or 25.69 percent of last weekís total market trad-
ing value. The Banks sector took the second place as the
sectorís last week turnover was KD 25.16 million repre-
sented 25.14 percent of the total market trading value.
—Prepared by the Studies & Research Department,
Bayan Investment Co.

WASHINGTON: The Wall Street entrance of the New York Stock Exchange. US stocks edged lower in early trad-
ing yesterday after two days of big gains. — AP

said on Friday. Friday’s jobs report
gave further evidence that the
American economy is outpacing
other developed economies. The US
unemployment rate fell 0.2 percent-
age point to 5.6 percent in
December, while the economy
added a solid 252,000 jobs. Still, ana-

lysts expressed worries about weak
wage growth. Hourly earnings were
up only 1.7 percent from a year ago,
just keeping up with inflation.

Next week’s US economic calen-
dar includes the December retail
sales report, which is closely
watched due to the importance of

the holiday shopping season.
Corporate earnings season gets

under way in earnest with reports
from major banks such as JPMorgan
Chase and Bank of America. Other
companies reporting financial
results include aluminum producer
Alcoa and chipmaker Intel. —  AFP
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KABUL: An Afghan resident carries knapsack over his shoulders as he walks at Shuhada Lake in Kabul yesterday. Afghanistan’s economy has
improved significantly since the fall of the Taleban regime in 2001 largely because of the infusion of international assistance. —AFP

BERLIN: ECB board member Sabine
Lautenschlaeger has disputed in a magazine
interview that the euro-zone is now experienc-
ing deflation and expressed skepticism about
the central bank buying up sovereign bonds.
Markets surged this week as investors bet data
showing prices fell year-on-year in the euro-
zone in December would push the ECB to launch
massive purchases of government bonds, only
to slump back on indications it may act cau-
tiously. “We are seeing persistent weak inflation,
due to among other things the prices of energy
and food having fallen sharply,” Lautenschlaeger
said in an interview with the weekly Der Spiegel
due to hit newstands yesterday. The 0.2 percent
drop in consumer prices is the first fall in con-
sumer price inflation in the eurozone in five
years, and many analysts warn low energy prices
could keep prices falling for an extended period.

Deflation is defined as an extended period of
falling prices where consumers begin to put off
purchases in expectation they will fall further,
sparking a damaging cycle of falling production,
employment and prices. The ECB has been
watching warily as inflation fell further away
from its target level of just under 2 percent last
year as oil prices tumbled by half.

ECB chief Mario Draghi has said the central
bank could launch a quantitative easing (QE)
program of purchasing government bonds like
the US Federal Reserve did during the global
financial crisis to protect the euro-zone from
deflation. Some analysts see the ECB as now
having little choice to do so at its next meeting
on January 22.

But Lautenschlaeger, who was formerly a
deputy head of the German central bank, said
“the purchase of sovereign bonds is for me the
last option in monetary policy.”

“The benefits and the risks of such a program

should counterbalance in a reasonable manner,
and for me that isn’t currently the case,” she
added. Germany has voiced its reserves to the
ECB launching a QE program, including
Bundesbank chief Jens Weidmann, who also sits
on the ECB’s governing council. 

Draghi has said the ECB’s staff were asked to
draft possible models for a QE program.

Bloomberg news agency reported on Friday that
the ECB governing council has been presented
scenarios including purchases of up to 500 bil-
lion euros ($591 billion) in investment-grade
assets. Markets were disappointed with that
amount which is only half of the 1.0 trillion euros
in the expansion in its balance sheet that the
ECB has targeted to ward off deflation. —AFP

ECB board member denies 

deflation in euro-zone

Doubts over massive bonds purchase program

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank announced that it will
be present at the Australian College of
Kuwait (ACK) during the registration period
from 11-14 January 2015, whereby the
Bank will have a fully manned stand to
assist students in their banking arrange-
ments. Gulf Bank’s presence aims at inform-
ing students about the red(tm) account,
the Bank’s dedicated program specially
designed for students aged 17 to 24 years.
The account requires no minimum deposit
to open and can be used as a savings

accounts with monthly interest payments.
In addition, red(tm) account holders
receive regular special offers and discounts
at over 150 outlets in Kuwait.

To find out more about the red account
and its unique benefits for young people,
students can visit the Bank’s stand at ACK,
visit any one of Gulf Bank’s 58 branches, or
call the Customer Contact Center on
1805805.  Information is also available on
the Bank’s bilingual website at www.e-gulf-
bank.com/red . 

Gulf Bank welcomes 

ACK students during 

registration week 

Burgan Bank to host event at 

Avenues in celebration of first 

Yawmi Account draw winner 

KUWAIT: Burgan Bank is hosting a mega
celebration at The Avenues, Phase 3 on
15th Januar y 2015, at 7:00 pm to
announce the first lucky winner of 125,000
KD cash prize of the Yawmi Account quar-
terly draw. The event will also feature the
announcement of the Thuraya account
winner who will win an Audi R8 Car.

The recently re -launched Yawmi
Account offers customers more chances to
win higher rewards, entitling one lucky
customer to win KD 125,000 cash prize
every three months. Burgan Bank invites
everyone to join the celebration and wit-
ness the announcement of the winner of
the 125,000 KD cash prize and the Audi R8
sports car. For more information about
opening an Al-Thuraya account or the
newly enhanced Yawmi account, cus-
tomers are advised to visit their nearest
Burgan Bank branch, or call the bank’s Call
Center at 1804080 where customer service
representatives will be delighted to assist
with any questions on any of the bank’s
products and services. Customers can also
log on to Burgan Bank’s www.burgan.com
for further information. 

Established in 1977, Burgan Bank is the
youngest commercial  Bank and third

largest by assets in Kuwait, with a signifi-
cant focus on the corporate and financial
institutions sectors, as well as having a
growing retail,  and private bank customer
base.  Burgan Bank has f ive majority
owned subsidiaries, which include Jordan
Kuwait Bank, Gulf Bank Algeria, Burgan
Bank - Turkey, Bank of Baghdad, Tunis
International Bank, in which Burgan Bank
owns a majority stake. Burgan Bank Group
has one of the largest regional branch net-
works with more than 231 branches across
Kuwait, Turkey, Jordan, Algeria, Iraq, Tunis,
Lebanon and Palestine. 

The Bank has continuously improved
its performance over the years through
an expanded revenue structure, diversi-
fied funding sources, and a strong capital
base. The adoption of state-of-the-art
services and technology has positioned it
as a trendsetter in the domestic market
and within the MENA region. Burgan
Bank’s brand has been created on a foun-
dation of real values - of trust, commit-
ment, excellence and progression, to
remind us of the high standards to which
we aspire. ‘People come first’ is the foun-
dation on which its products and services
are developed.

A car gets fuel at a gasoline station in Gelsenkirchen. Consumer prices in Europe fell in
December for the first time since 2009. The 0.2 percent drop was mainly the result of falling
oil prices, something that could help consumers immediately. But falling prices increase
pressure on the European Central Bank to provide more stimulus for the region’s flagging
economy.  —AP

MOSCOW: Ukraine has violated the terms
of a $3 billion Russian loan but Moscow has
not yet decided whether to demand early
repayment, Russian Finance Minister Anton
Siluanov was quoted yesterday as saying.
Russia lent the money in December 2013
by buying Ukrainian Eurobonds, two
months before Ukraine’s then-president,
the pro-Moscow Viktor Yanukovich, fled the
country amid mass protests against his
rule.

The terms of the loan deal included a
condition that Ukraine’s total state debt
should not exceed 60 percent of its annual
gross domestic product (GDP). Last month,
rating agency Moody’s estimated that
Ukraine’s debt amounted to 72 percent of
GDP in 2014 and would rise to 83 percent
in 2015. It also said “the risk of default is ris-
ing”.

“Ukraine has definitely violated the
terms of the loan, and in particular (the
condition) not to increase its state debt
above 60 percent of GDP,” Russia’s Siluanov
said, according to Interfax news agency. “So
Russia definitely has the right to demand
early return of this loan. At the same time,
at present this decision has not yet been
taken.”

Siluanov was commenting on earlier
remarks by an anonymous government
official saying that Russia was likely to
demand early repayment as Ukraine had

violated many of the loan terms.

Peace talks 
Last November, President Vladimir Putin

told German media that Russia did not
intend to demand early repayment of
Ukraine’s debt as this would trigger the
financial collapse of the former Soviet
republic. The Russian finance ministry was
not immediately available yesterday to
comment on the reports. The Russian
remarks on the debt come ahead of key
peace talks to resolve the conflict in eastern
Ukraine and may be intended to increase
economic pressure on Kiev with a view to
influencing those talks.

More than 4,700 people have been
killed in fighting between Kiev’s forces and
pro-Russian rebels in eastern Ukraine since
last April. The foreign ministers of Russia,
Ukraine, Germany and France will meet in
Berlin on Monday to discuss the conflict,
with a summit between the four countries’
leaders in Kazakhstan provisionally sched-
uled for Jan 15. The comments on Ukraine’s
debt also followed a downgrade overnight
of Russia’s credit rating by Fitch, underscor-
ing Moscow’s own deteriorating finances.

Russian agencies cited an anonymous
government official yesterday as branding
the Fitch downgrade “politically biased, not
partner-like and economically absolutely
unfounded”.  —Reuters

Russia: Ukraine has 

violated loan terms

WASHINGTON:  The Federal Reserve on
Friday said it had paid a record $98.7 billion
in profits to the Treasury in 2014, most of it
earned from its stimulus for the US econo-
my. Under Fed policy, its 12 regional banks
must pay to the federal government what
is left of earnings after certain items, such
as operating expenses and dividend pay-
ments, are deducted. Last year’s payment
widely eclipsed the central bank’s previous
record of $88.4 billion in 2012.

The Federal Reserve banking system
had net income of roughly $101.5 billion in
2014, according to preliminary estimates,
the Fed said. Most of the income came
from $115.9 billion in interest generated by
financial assets it held, including Treasury

bonds and mortgage-backed securities. 
The $98.7 billion sent to the Treasury

last year was twice as much as the Fed paid
in 2008. The collapse of Lehman Brothers in
September that year triggered the financial
crisis that spurred the Fed into a bond-pur-
chase program, or quantitative easing (QE),
two months later, pumping cash into the
stricken economy.

The Fed’s asset purchases, part of its
strategy to fight the 2008-2009 financial
crisis and recession, have swollen its bal-
ance sheet to some $4.5 trillion in assets,
compared with $900 billion before the cri-
sis. After six years and three separate
rounds of QE, the Fed ended its bond pur-
chases in October.—-AFP

BRASÕLIA: Inflation in Brazil hit 6.41 percent in 2014,
marginally below a government ceiling of 6.5 percent
but still the highest annual figure since 2011, the
National Statistical Institute (IBGE) said Friday. Prices
rose in December by 0.78 percent, above November’s
0.51 percent, but below the 0.92 percent rise of
December 2013, IBGE revealed.

The official annual target is 4.5 percent, with a toler-
ance margin of two percent beyond that, but the cen-
tral target has been missed several times in recent
years. The 2013 annual figure was 5.91 percent. The
IBGE said food, beverages, transport and housing costs
fueled last year’s rise-with the cost of meat alone up
22.21 percent compared to a year earlier.

Price rises slowed marginally in August, which saw
an increase of 0.25 percent. But September’s figure
was 0.5 percent, for an annualized rate of 6.7 percent,
sparking concern. President Dilma Rousseff, who
began a second term in office this month, has vowed
to rein in spending, and Thursday unveiled budget
cuts expected to total $8.4 billion a year, to dampen
price pressures in the world’s seventh largest economy.
Analysts believe the central bank will also gradually
hike interest rates, which are already high at 11.75 per-
cent.

Brazil is facing a fifth straight year of low growth,
and last month Brasilia cut its own 2015 forecast from
2.0 to 0.8 percent, in line with market forecasts. Growth
is expected to take off slowly by 2016, with predictions
of 2.0 percent growth next year followed by 2.3 per-
cent in 2017. But Latin America’s biggest economy
shows little sign of returning to the heady heights of
the 7.5 percent growth rate seen in 2010, which
dropped dramatically thereafter amid fading Chinese-
led demand for commodities. Newly-appointed
Finance Minister Joaquim Levy, meanwhile, said tax ris-
es were on the table as a means of increasing govern-
ment revenue, but he said there would be nothing
abrupt. “We shall likely have to think of making read-
justments to some taxes, particularly as some were
reduced a while back-and we are missing these
receipts,” Levy said in a question and answer session
held over Facebook. “Any changes will be effected
carefully and after we have run out of other possibili-
ties,” Levy told visitors to the online session. —AFP

Brazil posts 2014 

6.41% inflation rate

Fed pays record $98.7bn

in profits to US Treasury

Li Ka-shing to overhaul 

vast corporate empire
HONG KONG: Hong Kong billionaire Li Ka-
shing announced a sweeping reshuffle of
his vast business empire, combining assets
from multiple sectors under two new listed
companies and paving the way for his
retirement. Cheung Kong Holdings, in a
statement filed to the Hong Kong stock
exchange, said it will separate its property-
related firms from Li’s other global assets.

The current flagship company of Cheung
Kong Holdings will be changed to CK
Hutchison Holdings while all property relat-
ed business will be controlled under a new
firm called CK Property, which will be listed
in the future. Li’s Hutchison Whampoa,
which has been trading on the city’s bourse
since 1978 and controls his telecoms, utili-
ties, ports and retail assets, will be delisted,
a move seen to streamline Li’s empire.

The lively 86-year-old said the company’s
restructure will also pave the way for the
future, when asked whether he was making
the changes to prepare to pass the compa-
ny to his eldest son Victor.

“The tracks have been laid down, every-
one has a goal, it’s a good thing for the
company’s foundation,” Li, who said he had

no timetable for his retirement, told
reporters Friday.

“I have worked for so many years, I will
definitely retire someday,” he said, adding
that he would like to see the company’s
successor do well. Li had been Asia’s richest
man since 2012, but was surpassed by
China’s Internet entrepreneur Jack Ma in
December, Bloomberg News reported. Li,
who is worth $28.2 billion, according to
Bloomberg’s Billionaires Index, started out
in business as a plastic flower-maker. —AFP

HONG KONG:  Hong Kong tycoon Li Ka-
shing smiles as he addresses a press
conference in Hong Kong. — AFP 

Streak of solid hiring bolsters US confidence about 2015

WASHINGTON: A healthy month of hiring in
December capped the best year for US job
growth since 1999, demonstrating that
employers are more confident than they’ve
been since the Great Recession began.
Nearly 3 million jobs were added in 2014,
and continued solid hiring is expected to
propel the economy this year to its fastest
growth in a decade. The gains are putting
further distance between the strengthening
American economy and struggling nations
overseas.

“Last year was a truly breakout year for
the labor market,” said James Marple, an
economist at TD Securities. “Businesses are
increasingly looking to hire.”

Friday’s report from the Labor

Department showed that employers added
252,000 jobs in December and 50,000 more
in October and November combined than
the government had previously estimated.
The unemployment rate dropped to 5.6 per-
cent from 5.8 percent in November. The rate
is now at its lowest point since 2008. The
government’s report did point to some
weaknesses, notably in Americans’ pay-
checks, which have barely kept ahead of
inflation during the 51/2-year recovery. In
December, average hourly pay actually fell.

“The continued listless performance of
hourly earnings is an ongoing frustration,”
said Richard Moody, an economist at
Regions Financial. And one reason the
unemployment rate fell last month had

nothing to do with more hiring: Many of the
jobless gave up looking for work and so were
no longer counted as unemployed. Still,
while December’s hiring did not match
November’s huge 353,000 gain, job growth
in the final three months of 2014 averaged a
robust 289,000. That was up sharply from the
239,000 average for the third quarter of
2014.

The unemployment rate is now near the
5.2 percent to 5.5 percent range that the
Federal Reserve considers consistent with a
healthy economy - one reason the Fed has
been expected to raise interest rates from
record lows by midyear. Yet for now, the
plummeting oil prices and weak pay growth
are helping keep inflation even lower than

the Fed’s 2 percent target rate. Many econo-
mists think inflation may fail to reach even 1
percent this year. A result is that the Fed
could feel pressure to avoid raising rates any-
time soon. “There is still room for stimulus
without having to worry about inflation tak-
ing off,” said Michael Strain, an economist at
the American Enterprise Institute. Most
economists forecast that the US economy
will expand more than 3 percent this year. If
it does, 2015 would mark the first time in a
decade that growth has reached that level
for a calendar year. In December, hiring was
widespread across most industries.
Construction firms added 48,000 jobs, the
most since January. Manufacturers gained
17,000, restaurants and bars 44,000.—AP
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Al-Shall Weekly Economic Report
KUWAIT: Whatever the outcome of
our debate about the parity price of
a Kuwaiti barrel of crude might be,
ie the price by which the general
budget achieves neither surplus nor
deficit in revenues when revenues
become equal to expenses. That is
no longer relevant now as prices of
oil have broken or about to break
the limit of $45 downward. What is
important now is not the concern
with the level of oil prices in the
short term, but to employ them to
lay down the medium to long term
foundations to ensure the sustain-
ability of sound public finance. An
agreed estimate of how to calculate
the break-even price may be one of
the most important foundations. 

The first requirement for its cal-
culation is to deal with the worst-
case scenario for oil production. In
1972, for example, Kuwait used to
produce 3 million barrels a day but
dropped to 2 million barrels per day
in the late 1970s. Then production
reached one million barrels/day and
is reported to have fallen below 650
thousand barrels/day in some parts
of 1983 although Kuwait’s OPEC
quota was 800 thousand barrels a
day then. Today, Venezuelan
President is on a tour marketing the
idea of cutting down production
after its economy achieved negative
growth and inflation rate scored 63
percent. The Russian economy is
expected to grow negatively by
about 4.8 percent in 2015 coupled
with unemployment and inflation
pressures. The conditions of Iran,
Iraq, Algeria, Nigeria and even
Oman will  not be any better.
Accordingly, if  the Ministry of
Finance really wants a reasonable
marketing of the principle of control
over its financial policy, it should
publish its 3-year vision for the
probable conservative production
as long as oil revenues represent
more than 95 percent of budget
revenues.  

After that, it announces its
visions of the other components
which in brief include the total val-
ue of oil revenues at the estimated
production level, including the dif-
ference in the selling prices of the
refined products, and the sold por-
tion thereof to cover the domestic
consumption and its annual growth
rate, most of which goes to power
generation. The issue of deducting
10 percent of the revenues by law to
the future generations reserve must
be readdressed and resolved.
Likewise, income from reserves
should be excluded irrespective of
the pressures as long as we consider
the oil income, though it is no more
than selling an asset, as revenue.
After that, the less important ele-
ments like the per barrel production
cost and a probable price for the
exchange rate of the US dollar
should be identified. There is noth-
ing wrong if some positive devia-
tion occurs later on in all the forego-
ing.  

Such decisions would make the
task of controlling the level of pub-
lic expenditures marketable, and
would make providing justifications
for its rationalizing according to
their positive impact and their prior-
ities supported by sufficient argu-
ments. Then, the government will
discover how unprofessional its
attempts are in trying to escape
from confronting the diesel theft
problem because the priority in cor-
recting the public finance crisis is to
lift subsidy from the diesel, which is
a sound measure, but its impact and
priority are delayed. 

Trading features at KSE
Kuwait Clearing Company issued

its report titled “Trading Volume
According to Nationality” covering
the period 01/01/2014 to
31/12/2014, which was published
on Kuwait Stock Exchange’s (KSE)
official website. The report indicated
that individuals are still the prevail-
ing group though their share is
declining and captured 51.8 percent
of total value of sold shares (59.9
percent for 2013) and 46.8 percent
of total value of purchased shares
(57.1 percent for 2013). Individual
investors sold shares worth KD

3.180 billion and purchased shares
worth KD 2.873 billion, with a net
trading, more selling, by KD 306.724
million. 

Corporations and companies sec-
tor captured 27.3 percent of total
value of purchased shares (19 per-
cent for 2013) and 21.6 percent of
total value of sold shares (18.4 per-
cent for 2013). The sector purchased
shares worth KD 1.677 billion and
sold shares worth KD 1.329 billion
with a net trading, more purchasing,
by KD 348.696 million, indicating a
rising share, which is a positive indi-
cator.  

The third contributor to market
liquidity is the clients’ accounts sec-
tor (portfolios) which captured 18.8
percent of total value of sold shares
(16.9 percent for 2013) and 16 per-
cent of total value of purchased
shares (18.6 percent for 2013). The
sector sold shares worth KD 1.154
billion and purchased shares worth
KD 982.415  million, thus making its
net trading, selling, by KD 171.228
million. 

The last contributor to liquidity is
the investment funds sector which
captured 9.9 percent of total value
of purchased shares (5.3 percent for
2013) and 7.8 percent of total value
of sold shares (4.9 percent for 2013).
The sector purchased shares worth
KD 611.282 million and sold shares
worth KD 482.026 million making its
net trading, purchasing, by KD
129.256 million. This means compa-
nies, corporations, and investment
funds gained an additional trading
shares in the market at the account
of the individuals. 

KSE continues to be a domestic
stock exchange with Kuwaiti traders
forming the biggest trading group
by selling shares worth KD 5.432 bil-
lion, capturing 88.4 percent of total
sold shares (91.8 percent for 2013),
and purchased shares worth KD
5.224 billion capturing 85 percent of
total value of purchased shares
(91.3 percent for 2013). As such,
their net trading, the only one sell-
ing, scored KD 207.502 million. 

Other investors’ share, out of
total purchased shares, scored 11.9
percent (6.6 percent for 2013), i.e.
doubling the share of investors from
outside Kuwait of the purchased
shares, which is another positive
indicator. They purchased what is
worth KD 731.620 million while val-
ue of their sold shares scored KD
532.418 million, 8.7 percent of total
value of sold shares, (5.9 percent for
2013). Thus, their net trading, more
purchasing, scored KD 199.202 mil-
lion.  

GCC investors’ share out of total
purchased shares formed 3.1 per-
cent (2.1 percent for 2013), worth
KD 188.677 million, while percent-
age of their sold shares scored 2.9
percent (2.4 percent for 2013),
worth KD 180.377 million. Their net
trading was, purchasing, by KD 8.3
million only.  

Relative distribution among
nationalities changed from its pred-
ecessor: 86.7 percent for Kuwaitis,
10.3 percent for traders from other
nationalities and 3 percent for GCC
traders versus (91.5 percent for
Kuwaitis,  6.2 percent for other
nationalities and 2.2 percent, for
GCC traders for 2013). This means
Kuwait stock exchange remained
domestic though with more trading
by foreign investors and investors
from outside the GCC than from the
GCC with trading prevalence to indi-
viduals. 

Number of active trading
accounts between the end of
December 2013 and the  end  of
December  2014  dropped by -54.4
percent (compared with 764.1 per-
cent rise between the end of
December 2012 and the end of
December 2013 as a result of the
impact of listing Warba Bank on the
active accounts during September
2013). Number of active trading
accounts in the end of December
2014 scored about 60,993 accounts,
or 17.7 percent of total accounts,
compared with 133,795 accounts in
the end of December 2013, or 42.1
percent of total accounts, and
increasing by 122.9 percent over the
end of November’s 2014 level in one

month, as result of listing Kuwait
Telecommunication Company
“VIVA”, during December 2014. 

KSE liquidity features 
By the end of 2014, Kuwait stock

exchange   has   added   to   its liq-
uidity  -trading value- during
December about KD 688.8 million,
or by 12.7 percent, to the overall liq-
uidity in the eleven past months of
this year, putting from the begin-
ning 2014 to the end of December
2014 at  KD 6.117 billion. However,
liquidity of 2014 compared with liq-
uidity of 2013 has decreased by
about -45.3 percent, significant
decline of trader confidence in the
market, in addition to the sharp
decline of oil prices exacerbated the
low levels of liquidity for this year.  

Utilizing the same measurement
tool, which is monitoring the share
of the top 30 companies in trading
value, we note a noticeable reduc-
tion in liquidity deviation despite its
unjustifiable continuity. Those com-
panies captured 67 percent of mar-
ket liquidity, or KD 4.098 billion
from market liquidity, and repre-
sented about 63.7 percent of its
total capitalization value. The num-
ber of speculative companies within
the sample during the year was 17
companies which captured about
23.1 percent of total market trading
value, or by KD 1.416 billion, while
their market capitalization value
scored only 3.4 percent of total val-
ue of market capitalization for the
listed companies. Figures indicate a
noticeable decline in the inclination
towards speculation trend in 2014
compared to the number of specu-
lative companies in 2013 was 22
companies which captured about
3.3 percent of total market capital-
ization value and 45.7 percent of
market liquidity. 

This decrease concentration on
speculation companies in the past
twelve months of this year involved
the turnover rates of their shares
though they remained high. While
the turnover rate of all market com-
panies continued to be weak at
about 20.8 percent and weak even
to the 30 companies sample, the
highest in liquidity at about 21.9
percent, it scored about 140.1 per-
cent. for the 17 companies. It scored
about 1026.7 percent for the high-
est company, 980 percent for the
second highest and 855.8 percent
for the third highest. Despite their
high rise, they remain much lower
than the turnover rates of this sam-
ple of companies in 2013. This is a
healthy development if it is sus-
tained unless it is the outcome of
very severe weakness of market liq-
uidity in general.  

Comparative performance for
selected markets 

By the end of December, the year
2014 ended and was characterized
by fluctuating performance. The
seven Gulf markets led the gains for
most of the year since its beginning
though they lost most of their gains
in its last quarter after oil prices
declined. Gains went to the states
which benefited more from falling
oil prices. In brief, in 2014, nine out
of fourteen markets achieved vary-
ing gains, while 5 markets achieved
varying losses, three of which are
Gulf markets, with two of them set-
tled at the bottom of the table. 

The biggest gains in 2014
belonged to the Chinese market
which added about 52.8 percent to
its level in the end of 2013. Most of
the gains came in the late months
of the year. The second gainer was
the Indian market which added 29.9
percent. The two markets are the
largest beneficiaries of falling oil
prices. The third gainer was the
Qatari market, though its losses in
the last months of the year, which
added gains by 18.4 percent, the
Bahraini market came next and
added 14.2 percent, then Dubai
market which added about 12 per-
cent after it took the lead by about
50 percent. Three major markets
achieved medium and weak gains
led by the US market which added
7.5 percent gains because of its
strong economic performance and
the continued quantitative easing
program for most of the year. The
Japanese market came next by 7.1
percent due to falling oil prices
despite signs  of  failing  economic
policy  of  the Prime Minister. The
German market achieved low gains
by about 2.7 percent due to contin-
ued concern with the European
growth, the Ukrainian crisis prob-
lems, and the sovereign debts. 

If we exclude Kuwait price index,
the biggest loser was Muscat mar-
ket by -7.2 percent, Oman was the
most affected member within the
GCC by falling oil prices. Next in
losses was Kuwait weighted index
which lost about -3.1 percent. In
addition to the British and the
French markets, the Saudi market

Govt must address oil production scenario

shared the negative zone with the
Omani and Kuwaiti markets with
losses by -2.4 percent though it
excelled them in gains in most part
of 2014. The Saudi budget for 2015
was issued lately with SAR 145 bil-
lion deficit, influenced by the nega-
tive oil market conditions. 

In summary, the Gulf markets
began 2014 with oil prices above
$100 per barrel and oil production
at its peak, but 2014 ended with oil
prices at about half of that level
with pressures to reduce produc-
tion. This was reflected in the
relaxed per formance in the
economies of consuming countries,
simultaneous with increased panic
in GCC markets equaling the full of

oil  prices. The New Year (2015)
began as 2014 ended, i.e. continued
weakness of oil markets and contin-
ued redness of Gulf markets per-
formance. Accordingly, we do not
anticipate good performance of the
GCC markets in the first half of 2015,
while the performance in the sec-
ond half of the current year will
depend on the final situation of the
oil market. If prices hold without
significant losses in production,
they compensate until the end of
the year. However, the situation
could be worse if weak oil market
coincided with uncomfortable
geopolitical conditions. On the oth-
er hand, it is likely the performance
of consumer states markets would

continue to achieve gains under all
circumstances. The difference then
will be in the volume of these gains
and not in their achievement. 

Weekly performance of KSE 
The performance of Kuwait Stock

Exchange (KSE) for the last week
was less active, where all indexes
showed a decrease, the traded val-
ue index, the traded volume index,
the transactions index, and the gen-
eral index showed a decrease,
AlShall Index (value index) closed at
5.6.4 points at the closing of last
Thursday, showing a decrease of 5.4
points or about 7.5 percent com-
pared to the end of the previous
week, )end of 2014.
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LAS VEGAS: She stood on the floor of the
Consumer Electronics Show, carried on conversa-
tions, blinked her eyes and sang a convincing ren-
dition of “Take Me Home, Country Roads.”

It would have been unremarkable if Chihira Aico
were not a robot. “Hello, my name is Chihira Aico. I
am 32 years old, although, technically, I was born in
September 2014. Look how expressive I am!” she
said. Robots like Toshiba’s are becoming so eerily
realistic they could be mistaken at first glance for a
human. She sings, smiles, raises her hands and has
lifelike facial expressions controlled by 15 tiny
pneumatic actuators. These robots are increasingly
being developed as personal assistants, compan-
ions, hosts and aides for medical situations.

“We made her like a human being because true
communication is also based on facial expressions
and gestures,” said Toshiba’s Taihei Yamaguchi.
Yamaguchi said a robot like Chihira Aico could
serve as a kind of hostess for the 2020 Olympic
Games but the design is aimed for health care,
where robots can assist in monitoring and diag-
noses.

But in her own words: “In the future, I want to
take up the challenge of a wide assignment of
tasks: counsellor, newscaster, cheerleader, enter-
tainer and many others!”

The speech was pre-programmed and it will
take time to develop the kinds of science fiction
robots which can respond to language and move
autonomously, Yamaguchi said.

It is possible, as Toshiba showed, to develop
robots that look like humans. But there remains a
debate whether robots should be designed as
humanoids, like in the film “Blade Runner,” or as
mechanical ones like in “Star Wars.”

Another vision of the robot, “Meccanoid”, from
the toymaker Spin Master, has a body of polycar-
bonate Erector set pieces with large lamps for eyes.
It too can speak from a pre-programmed text.
South Korean-based Future Robot showed a whim-
sical wheeled robot that was a cross between a
mechanical and human shape, with a face drawn
on tablet computer for the head.

“It can move by itself,” said Future Robot’s Si-
Hyeon Kim, who adds that the robot can recognize

and speak to a person who approaches.
Such a robot can offer several types of services

for business. “You can customize it, it can do adver-
tising, ticket printing, banking services,” he said.

Some of the other CES robots are being market-
ed as personal home assistants, like the 70-cen-
timeter (27-inch) hourglass robot Sopo from US-
based Optobotics.

“It can bring you a drink,” said Kevin Shah, sales
and arketing manager for the firm.  “It can drive
around by itself without bumping on anything,”
Shah added. “Children and pets love it ... thanks to
its welcoming feeling, it’s not scary.”

Some developers say a non-human, playful
design is more welcoming.Jon-Michel Sereda at
Five Elements Robotics said the company’s Budgee
robot a wheeled cylinder with an oval cartoon-like
head on a stick “looks friendly, not too robotic,
scary looking or intimidating.”

The robot can follow someone and carry things,
which can be useful for elderly persons or hospital
patients. “We built it with the idea of helping hand-
icapped people in a wheelchair,”  he said. — AFP

LAS VEGAS: People look at a robot at the Consumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas. — AFP

The ‘human’ side of robots 
at the electronics show

LAS VEGAS: Amid the roiling sea of gadgetry
at the Consumer Electronics Show was a con-
tingent of Bitcoin startups intent on bringing
the controversial digital currency mainstream.

ChangeTip was among a dozen or so
Bitcoin companies out to grab a bit of the
spotlight at CES, which ends Friday here in
Las Vegas. ChangeTip is luring people into
opening Bitcoin wallets by sidestepping talk
of complex aspects of the digital currency
such as private keys and block 

chains, and simply letting people show
appreciation for posts at Twitter, Facebook,
YouTube and elsewhere by virtually tossing
them a gratuity.

“Sometimes, you just want to pay a friend
back with a cup of coffee, a beer, or a slice of
pizza,” said Victoria Van Eyk, vice president of
community at the San Francisco based start-
up.

“We like the idea of showing appreciation.
And, how do you do that in an increasingly
cashless society?” ChangeTip software “bots”
listen for mention of the service, an amount
and a sender’s Twitter handle in messages at
popular media services such as Twitter,
Facebook, YouTube, Google+, and Reddit. It
then automatically follows through on
expressed interest to send someone a gratu-
ity with a link in a direct message at Twitter.

Links take people to ChangeTip website,
where the tip is deposited in the form of
Bitcoin in a “wallet” after people register for
accounts. “It is the easiest way to get people
into Bitcoin,” Van Eyk maintained while
demonstrating ChangeTip.

The startup is building a micro-payments
infrastructure and has attracted 54,000 users
since launching the service in April of last
year, according to Van Eyk.

ChangeTip’s vision includes going beyond
buying friends coffee to serving as a way to
reward content creators at online venues
such as YouTube, Google+ or Facebook.

Other Bitcoin companies taking spots on a
section of the expansive CES show floor dedi-

cated to the currency included BitPay,
Blockchain, Kraken, Circle, and CoPay. The
dozen or so companies represented more
than $100 million in venture capital funding,
according to CES organizers.

“Bitcoin is rapidly redefining financial and
commercial paradigms,” said Emily Vaughn of
BitPay, which took part in bringing together
the Bitcoin world at CES.

“The showcase represents some of the top
talent in Bitcoin technology.” Well-backed
Bitcoin startups held a private soiree for
members of the press at Bali High Golf Course
in Las Vegas before the formal start of CES.

Microsoft in December began letting US
shoppers at its online Windows Store pay
with digital currency Bitcoin. Bitcoin, traded
in at market value through a partnership with
payment processor BitPay, could be used to
add money to Microsoft accounts that pro-
vide 

funds for buying games, music, video or
applications for Xbox consoles or computers
powered by the US technology titan’s
Windows operating systems.

“The use of digital currencies such as
Bitcoin, while not yet mainstream, is growing
beyond the early enthusiasts,” Microsoft
Universal Store corporate vice president Eric
Lockard said in a blog post announcing the
news. The virtual currency is a software-based
system introduced in 2009 by an individual or
group masked by the pseudonym Satoshi
Nakamoto.

It can buy goods or services from any per-
son or company accepting it as payment, but
is not a real currency managed by a central
bank. Bitcoin value has been subject to wild
crashes, and the digital currency’s reputation
has suffered due to a lack of transparency
that has made it a tempting tool for criminal
activity such as money laundering. Bitcoin
took a hard hit after Mt. Gox trading
exchange declared bankruptcy early in 2014
due to a fortune in digital currency vanishing
or being stolen. — AFP

Tip jar goes digital 
with Bitcoin startup

Pirates 
plundering 
television 

market
SAN FRANCISCO: While stunning
televisions and sizzling content
services starred at the Consumer
Electronics Show, not far away a
light was shined on cable service
plundering pirates.

“Pirates closely follow legitimate
technology innovations,” Irdeto
senior security director Mark
Mulready told AFP while demon-
strating streaming television piracy
gear and tactics in hotel suite not
far from the CES show floor that
closed on Friday.

“Pirates are moving to rebroad-
cast over set top boxes.” And piracy
has become such an established
and lucrative business that it can
be challenging for consumers to
figure out which streaming televi-
sion services are legitimate, accord-
ing to Mulready.

Irdeto, an arm of South Africa-
based Internet services titan
Naspers, specializes in hunting
down and sinking pirates. “Set-top
box piracy is really a global prob-
lem that is growing very fast,”
Mulready said. Manufacturers in
China openly hawk set-top boxes
that pirates can distribute to sub-
scribers, according to Irdeto. The
set-top boxes themselves are legal,
the trouble begins when pirates
rampantly restream cable pro-
grams without permission.

“They basically take what’s com-
ing through a legitimate set-top
box and restream it,” Mulready said.
“Unfortunately, it is terribly easy.”

The top show on pirated boxes
last year was “Game of Thrones,” fol-
lowed by “The Walking Dead” and
“Breaking Bad,” according to Irdeto
data.

An aspiring pirate can buy 500
boxes for less than $21,000 and
bring in $173,000 in annual sub-
scription revenue from customers
who pay an average of $390 for 12
months of access, according to
Irdeto, which buys boxes under
cover in its investigations.

In 2013, Google searches for
set-top boxes allowing access to
pirated content surpassed online
hunts for legitimate boxes,
Mulready said. — AFP

LAS VEGAS: Sure, the International CES show was
chock full of connected cars, smart home sensors,
music gear and computer gadgets, as you’d
expect. There were even drones buzzing the
160,000-plus people that tromped across the 2.2
million square feet of exhibit space along the Las
Vegas Strip. But if you didn’t get to see some of
these goodies, well, you just haven’t lived.

Of the tons of products on display, here are a
few that inspired, brought a chuckle, or made you
just say, hmmm, yeah, I definitely need that.
(Wink.)

STOP, OR I’LL TAKE OUT MY IPAD
The gun holsters of old-timey detectives, hid-

den under an arm and concealed under a coat,
have inspired a holder of something else entirely.

Tech Slinger’s holster features a pocket large
enough for a tablet on one side and a smart-
phone and accessories on the other. When worn,
devices hang below each arm. Think of it as a stor-
age device for Inspector Gadget.

The company says the holster will prevent
people from leaving their devices in a cab or the
seat-back pocket of a plane. The devices stay with
you but won’t weigh on a shoulder like a back-
pack or satchel might. This year, Tech Slinger
introduced a new “side order” sling to go around a
person’s waist - great for restaurant staffers who
carry tablets to take orders. The company sells the
holsters for $70 to $75.

FLATBREAD FIX
The smell of baking flatbread wafted through

the air as a Silicon Valley startup demonstrated a
robotic kitchen device. The Rotimatic uses sen-
sors, software and electric motors to make the
Indian staple “roti,” or unleavened flatbread, at
about one per minute - faster than the half-hour
or more it takes to mix, knead and cook by hand.
Just add flour, water and oil. The Rotimatic meas-
ures the ingredients, kneads and flattens the
dough. It even adjusts the dough and cooking
temperature for any spices or herbs added for
variety. What to pay for something that makes
only one kind of bread? $599.

ABLE TO WALK AGAIN
One touching moment came when Shane

Mosko stood up and walked with the aid of a
robotic exoskeleton. Mosko, who has partial leg
paralysis from a spinal cord injury, usually needs a
wheelchair. The robotic aide from Ekso Bionic
now allows him to walk about 500 steps before
tiring. The system includes mechanized leg
braces, a battery backpack and a walking cane
with controls to operate the system. Software and
weight sensors are used to adjust the mecha-
nized gait to the ability of each user.

“I think half of what this brings to the table is
the psychological aspect of looking people in the
eyes,” says Mosko. “You don’t think about it, but
being in a wheelchair, you are down low, you’re in
your own world.” Ekso cofounder Russ Angold
said the Ekso GT has been used by about 3,500

patients recovering from stroke and spinal
injuries since it was first sold in 2012. “It gives you
so much hope that spinal cord injuries are going
to be a thing of the past someday,” says Mosko.

BIKERS BEWARE
Volvo wants cyclists to know when a car is

coming. In partnership with Ericsson and sports
gear maker POC, Volvo demonstrated how its car
would get a signal from a nearby cyclist’s phone
GPS.  Meanwhile, the cyclist’s helmet would flash
a series of lights and vibrate if that person’s phone
senses that a Volvo is nearby and on a collision
course. Volvo says the connected helmet still
needs more testing before it can be sold.

LOOK SEGWAY, NO HANDS
Zipping around as if he were floating, hands in

his pockets, Kazar Beilerian of Montebello did
effortless circles, literally, around the journalists
walking from one press conference to the next.

He was riding his company’s IO Hawk. The for-
ward-facing auto-balancing board just needed a
little pressure from the toes to start moving.
Leaning forward too much, though, could some-
times send a person backward. The device costs
$1,800 and has a rival: Inventist’s Hovertrax.

HIGH-TECH SEWING
Cameras aren’t limited to smartphones any-

more. A new sewing machine from Brother has
one - and a scanner, too. You can scan a pattern
and edit it on the sewing machine’s LCD screen.
The machine will then embroider the pattern for
you (though you can’t step away for long, as you
need to manually change spools of thread to
change colors).

As for that camera? Sorry, it’s not for selfies. The
camera works with lasers to ensure you’re sewing
straight. The Dream Machine sells for $15,000.

ILLUMINATED SONGS
Sony’s Symphonic Light Speaker looks like a

clear cylinder of glass that surrounds an LED light
bulb. The glass itself vibrates imperceptibly to act
as a speaker to play music from a smartphone or
other device.

“It fills your room with music while obviously
lighting up your daily life,” says Sony Corp. CEO
Kazuo Hirai. Perhaps totally unnecessary, yet cool.
Sony didn’t announce a price or release date.

TOMORROW’S GADGETS
A new smartwatch from Samsung has a glass

interface to appear transparent, while a new
phone has a hologram interface with fingerprint
security.  There’s also a Bluetooth earpiece with a
metallic frame for combat-ready durability.

Where can you buy them? Sorry, they exist
only in Hollywood. They were custom-made by
Samsung for the upcoming “Avengers” movie
from Marvel.  Financial terms weren’t disclosed.

The props were on display at a private event at
CES. There are no current plans to make even fake
versions for fans. — AP

LAS VEGAS:”Selfie sticks”-the lightweight
monopods which hold smartphones to get a
better angle for self portraits-are making the
tech community look at things from a new
perspective.

These devices became a hot item at this
week’s Consumer Electronics Show in Las
Vegas, where dozens of manufacturers and
distributors were fielding orders to meet con-
sumer demand. Priced as low as $5, the selfie
sticks took some of the limelight in a show
that features $10,000 television sets and oth-
er pricey hardware.

“They’re flying off the shelves, they are
one of our hottest items,” said Katie Kunsman
with the New Jersey-based manufacturer and
wholesaler Motion Systems, at her booth at
the Las Vegas tech gathering.  Kunsman said
the trend has taken off in the past few
months, led by enthusiasts of extreme sports
like rock climbing. “If you go rock climbing
you can get a picture from a good angle
hanging off a cliff,” she said. The origins of the
selfie stick are unclear. Some say the trend
began in Asia, others point to the extreme
sports community and similar devices made
for the GoPro camera.

“When I go to a music event, everyone has
one,” said Aaron Sanchez at the stand for
Mybat, a wholesaler of wireless accessories.

“You can take pictures from different
angles that you wouldn’t be able to get oth-
erwise, you can take group selfies. You can
get everyone in the picture and you don’t
have to ask someone to take it.”

The selfie sticks extend the smartphone

camera away from the user by up to about 1.5
meters (60 inches), providing a better angle
than is possible by simply extending the
device at arm’s length.

Some of the gadgets are sold at a very low
price, but adding a wireless Bluetooth button
to snap pictures can boost the cost to $30 to
$40 or more.

Sometimes called “narcissticks” because
they promote the self-centered picture trend,
the devices have faced a ban in South Korea if
they use unauthorized radio frequencies.

On the CES show floor, Christina
Hutchinson offered visitors a chance to snap
a picture to promote “The Selfie Stick” sold by
New York-based LOTP Marketing.

LOTP’s Robert Rickheeram said his firm
began manufacturing and selling the sticks
last year, after his parents bought one in
Greece at the same time he found one in
China.

“We were one of the first, although I can’t
confirm we were the first” to start manufac-
turing and selling in the United States.

“We recognized the trend and we were
able to get the website theselfiestick.com.”
Rickheeram said it’s not clear if any single
company can be dominant in the emerging
stick sector.

“Anyone can make these,” he said. “There
are no patents, although we have a patent
pending.” He said his device was designed
with a strong clamp that holds the smart-
phone securely in place. “It has a little more
bulk, but we don’t want anyone breaking
their $500 smartphone,” he said. — AFP

LAS VEGAS: A general view of the Bitcoin booth at the 2015 International CES at the Las
Vegas Convention Center. CES, the world’s largest annual consumer technology trade
show, runs through January 9 and is expected to feature 3,600 exhibitors showing off
their latest products and services to about 150,000 attendees. — AFP

LAS VEGAS: LOTP Marketing founders Robert Rickheeram (right) and Andre Pertab stand
with their devices sold through the selfiestick.com., on the floor of the Consumer
Electronics Show. — AFP

‘Selfie sticks’ give new 
perspective at tech show

From quirky to revolutionary, 
the CES show has them all
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PHNOM PENH: A mass HIV outbreak in a
Cambodian village was most likely caused by
contaminated medical equipment, the World
Health Organization and Cambodian health min-
istry said yesterday.

Hundreds of panicked residents of the remote
Roka village in western Battambang province
have flocked for testing since news of the infec-
tions first emerged in late November. An unli-
censed Cambodian doctor has been charged
with murder after he admitted reusing needles
and syringes at his clinic.

A joint study carried out by the WHO and the
health ministry found 212 people have now been

found to be carrying the virus out of 1,940 people
tested so far-with contaminated equipment the
most likely cause. 

“The study showed that the percentage of
people that reported receiving an injection or
intravenous infusion as part of their health treat-
ment was significantly higher among the people
who tested positive for HIV than the people who
were HIV negative,” a joint statement said. 

Researchers added that other potential trans-
mission routes-such as unprotected sex, drug use
and mother-to-child transmission-had been ruled
unlikely. At least 174 of those with HIV-including
39 people aged 14 or younger and 46 people

aged 60 years old or older-are from Roka village.
Yem Chroeum, a 55-year-old self-styled doctor,

admitted reusing needles and syringes on differ-
ent patients, police said. Alongside murder, Yem
Chroeum has also been charged with deliberately
infecting people with HIV and operating an unli-
censed clinic. 

He faces a maximum sentence of life imprison-
ment. Cambodia’s Health Minister Mam Bunheng
called on medical staff to “use clean and sterile
equipment”.

“We have reinforced implementation of the
Ministry of Health policy to stop unlicensed infor-
mal medical practices,” he said in the statement.

The outbreak first came to the authorities’
attention in late November when a 74-year-old
Roka man tested positive at a local health centre
for the virus. 

His grand-daughter and son-in-law also tested
positive soon afterwards, according to the health
ministry. Cambodia has been widely hailed for its
efforts in tackling HIV/AIDS.  The National AIDS
Authority says the rate of HIV infection among
people aged 15 to 49 has declined from 0.6 per-
cent in 2013 to 0.4 percent in 2014.  Currently,
Cambodia estimates more than 73,000 people live
with the illness. The country is aiming to stamp
out new HIV/AIDS infections by 2020. — AFP

Contaminated equipment behind Cambodia village HIV outbreak

WASHINGTON: Adjusting medications before someone
gets sick enough to visit the doctor. Updating outside spe-
cialists so one doctor’s prescription doesn’t interfere with
another’s.

Starting this month, Medicare will pay primary care doc-
tors a monthly fee to better coordinate care for the most
vulnerable seniors - those with multiple chronic illnesses -
even if they don’t have a face-to-face exam.

The goal is to help patients stay healthier between doc-
tor visits, and avoid pricey hospitals and nursing homes.

“We all need care coordination. Medicare patients need it
more than ever,” said Sean Cavanaugh, deputy administrator
at the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services.

About two-thirds of Medicare beneficiaries have two or
more chronic conditions, such as diabetes, heart disease or
kidney disease. Their care is infamously fragmented. They
tend to visit numerous doctors for different illnesses.

Too often, no one oversees their overall health - making
sure multiple treatments don’t mix badly, that X-rays and
other tests aren’t repeated just because one doctor didn’t
know another already had ordered them, and that nothing
falls between the cracks.

Medicare’s new fee, which is about $40 a month per qual-
ified patient, marks a big policy shift. Usually, the program
pays for services in the doctor’s office.

“We’re hoping to spur change, getting physicians to be
much more willing to spend time working on the needs of
these patients without necessitating the patient to come
into the office,” Cavanaugh told The Associated Press.

To earn the new fee, doctors must come up with a care
plan for qualified patients, and spend time each month on
such activities as coordinating their care with other health
providers and monitoring their medications. Also, patients
must have a way to reach someone with the care team who
can access their health records 24 hours a day, for proper
evaluation of an after-hours complaint.

Many primary care physicians already do some of that.
“Quite honestly, I just didn’t get paid for it,” said Dr. Robert
Wergin, president of the American Academy of Family
Physicians.

Wergin estimates he spends about two hours a day
doing such things as calling elderly patients who have a
hard time visiting his office in rural Milford, Nebraska.

Say someone with heart failure reports a little weight
gain, a possible sign of fluid buildup but not enough to
make the patient call for an appointment. Wergin might
adjust the medication dose over the phone, and urge an in-
person exam in a few days if that doesn’t solve the problem.

The new fee could enable physicians to hire extra nurses
or care managers to do more of that preventive work,

Wergin said. Patients must agree to care coordination; the
fee is subject to Medicare’s standard deductible and coinsur-
ance. Wergin plans to explain it as, “This is how we’re going
to hopefully manage your illnesses better at home.”

But for some patients, care coordination can require a lot
more work. It’s like being a quarterback, Dr. Matthew Press
wrote in the New England Journal of Medicine last summer
in describing the 80 days between diagnosing a man’s liver
cancer and his surgery. The internist, while at Weill Cornell
Medical College, sent 32 emails and had eight phone calls
with the patient’s 11 other physicians. That’s something

CMS’ Cavanaugh said a doctor in private practice would find
hard to squeeze in.

The chronic care management fee is one of multiple proj-
ects Medicare has underway in hopes of strengthening pri-
mary care, and in turn save money. For example, about 500
practices in a demonstration project involving Medicare and
private insurers are receiving monthly payments, averaging
$20 a patient, to improve care management and coordina-
tion for everyone, not just those at high risk.

Stay tuned: Medicare is tracking data on quality and
costs to see if the experiment is working. — AP

Medicare pays doctors to 
coordinate chronic care
Medicare’s new fee is about $40 a month

GENEVA: Marie-Paule Kieny, Assistant Director General
of the World Health Organization (WHO), informs the
media following the second high-level meeting on Ebola
vaccines access and financing, during a news conference,
at the headquarters of the World Health Organization
(WHO) in Geneva, Switzerland, Friday. — AP

2 leading Ebola
vaccines appear

safe, further
tests starting

LONDON: The World Health Organization says the two lead-
ing Ebola vaccines appear safe and will soon be tested in
healthy volunteers in West Africa. After an expert meeting this
week, WHO said there is now enough information to conclude
that the two most advanced Ebola vaccines - one made by
GlaxoSmithKline and the other licensed by Merck and
NewLink - have “an acceptable safety profile.”

In a press briefing on Friday, Dr. Marie-Paule Kieny, who
heads WHO’s Ebola vaccine efforts, said “the cupboard (for
Ebola vaccines) is filling up rapidly.”

She said further trials in healthy people in West Africa,
including health workers, are scheduled to start soon. Kieny
added several other vaccines were being developed in the
U.S., Russia and elsewhere.

Despite the temporary suspension of a trial of the vaccine
made by NewLink and Merck in December, Kieny said there
was no sign of significant side effects. That trial was put on
hold while experts investigated reports of joint pain in a num-
ber of participants. It was an unexpected side effect but Kieny
said it was not worrying enough to stop the vaccine’s devel-
opment. No such side effects have been reported with the
other vaccine.

The next phase of trials will likely take about six months
and manufacturers will ramp up their production at the same
time, meaning millions of doses could be available later this
year. It’s unclear if that will be quick enough to help slow the
epidemic, which appears to be on the decline. So far, Ebola is
believed to have sickened more than 20,000 people and killed
about 8,000, mostly in Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone.
Officials estimate the death rate to be about 71 percent.

“We will have to take stock when we have the vaccines,”
said Helen Rees of the University of Witwatersrand, who
chaired the WHO meeting. She said experts would have to
consider at that point whether it’s useful to vaccinate entire
populations or focus only on high-risk groups.

Dr. Peter Piot, the co-discoverer of the Ebola virus, said he
was concerned there might be too few cases to prove the vac-
cines worked. Still, he said every option should be pursued to
stop the world’s biggest-ever outbreak of Ebola.

“With Ebola, you need to find every last case and stop all
transmission,” he said. “It may be that we won’t be able to do
that without a vaccine,” Piot said.—AP

PORT-AU-PRINCE: Five years after an earthquake demolished
its capital, Haiti’s efforts to get back on its feet are still ham-
pered by an epidemic blamed on the UN troops there to help.

The United Nations has denied legal responsibility for the
ongoing cholera outbreak that has killed 8,000 Haitians, but
all scientific evidence points to poor sanitation at a peace-
keeping base. Victims of the disease are attempting to sue for
damages in a US court, but the United Nations and its donor
states are hiding behind the legal immunity conferred on it by
its founding treaties.

In the meantime, Secretary General Ban Ki-moon will only
admit that the United Nations has a “moral responsibility” to
help the Haitian people as they attempt to halt the spread of
the disease. As Monday’s fifth anniversary of the quake
approaches, teams of Red Cross workers are going house-to-
house to disinfect homes close to the latest death from the
intestinal infection.

In Carrefour, just outside the capital Port-au-Prince, they
found a man suffering from the disease, a strain endemic to
Nepal, the homeland of the UN troops whose base has been
fingered as the source of the epidemic. “We decontaminated

the house where the case was found. Then we decontaminat-
ed the 20 nearest houses to create a protective barrier,” Red
Cross worker Maxiles Joles told AFP. Treatment centers have
been set up and the World Health Organization is working
with the Red Cross to treat huge numbers of cases-around
9,000 last year, down from 200,000 in 2013.

Crawling like a baby 
Survival rates are up but the suffering continues, in an

impoverished country which already had a fragile health infra-
structure before the earthquake and before the cholera
arrived. “Look, I was like this-crawling like a baby on all fours,
this is what I was like when I had it. You lose a lot of water, lots
of clear water just runs through you,” said Carrefour resident
Vilvert Jeanne.

“If there had been NGOs giving out pills and advice on how
to fight cholera when I had it, it would have been very helpful-
but unfortunately there weren’t any.” A judge in New York is
due to decide whether or not the lawsuit-a class action
brought by Haitian and Haitian-American victims of the out-
break-can go ahead against the United Nations.—AFP

19 measles cases
reported with ties

to Disneyland
SANTA ANA: Nineteen people from three states who
visited Disney theme parks in California last month
have now fallen ill with measles, health officials said
Friday. The patients all visited Disneyland or Disney
California Adventure between Dec. 15 and Dec. 20, the
California Department of Public Health and the Orange
County Health Agency said. Sixteen of the cases were
in California, two in Utah, and one is in Colorado, offi-
cials said. Officials in California said that of the 16 cases
in the state they have only verified that two were fully
vaccinated against the disease. Some were partially
vaccinated and at least two were too young to be vac-
cinated.

More people may have been exposed when
measles patients were treated at two local hospitals
and a lab, said Nicole Stanfield, a spokeswoman for the
Orange County’s health care agency. Stanfield urged
anyone with measles symptoms to call their doctor
before seeking medical attention to avoid exposing
others to the highly contagious illness. “The medical
provider may visit them in the car or may have a special
room for them to go where they’re not contaminating
everyone else in the waiting room,” she said.

Nine cases had been reported earlier in the week
with 10 more emerging Thursday and Friday in
California and Colorado, where the El Paso County
Public Health department said a patient was diagnosed
with measles at a Colorado Springs hospital after visit-
ing a California theme park.

Of the California cases, eight were in Orange County,
two in Riverside County, two in San Diego County with
the rest spread around the state. Disney officials have
said they are working with public health authorities to
provide any necessary assistance.

Measles is a highly contagious virus that lives in an
infected person’s nose and throat mucus and spreads
through coughing and sneezing, according to the fed-
eral Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Symptoms include fever, cough, runny nose and red
eyes and a red rash that usually first appears on the
face and spreads to the rest of the body.

Health experts say the best prevention against
measles is vaccination. While officials declared measles
eliminated in the United States in 2000 because of a
lack of continuous transmission, the illness is still
brought into the country by foreign visitors or unvacci-
nated Americans. — AP

5 years after quake,  Cholera 
epidemic still haunts Haiti

AURORA: Chronic lung disease patient Raina Smith, 7, sits on her bed looking into a portable monitor and having
a live video call with Santa Claus, at Children’s Hospital Colorado, in Aurora, Colo. Over one hundred young inpa-
tients at Children’s Hospital too sick to travel were able to chat with Santa remotely. — AP

LAS VEGAS: The ThermoFlash medical-grade contact-
less thermometer from France-based Visiomed which
has become a weapon in the battle against Ebola, is
displayed Thursday at the Consumer Electronics Show
in Las Vegas, Nevada.   — AFP 
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CAPE CANAVERAL: SpaceX pulled off another launch of
supplies to the International Space Station on Saturday,
but its revolutionary attempt to land the leftover booster
on an ocean barge fared less well.

The company’s billionaire founder Elon Musk said the
first-stage of the unmanned Falcon rocket made it to the
platform floating a couple hundred miles off Florida’s
northeastern coast. But the booster came down too hard
and broke apart, he said.

“Close, but no cigar this time,” Musk said via Twitter. He
said it bodes well for the future, though. It was the first
time anyone tried anything like this. Musk maintains that
recovering and reusing rockets is essential for bringing
down launch costs and speeding up operations.

The primary mission for SpaceX was delivering more
than 5,000 pounds of supplies ordered up by NASA, includ-
ing hasty replacements for experiments and equipment
lost in the destruction of another company’s cargo ship
last fall, as well as extra groceries.

Without interfering with the delivery, Musk had fins for
guidance and landing legs installed on 

the first stage of the rocket, and positioned a modified
barge off the coast of Jacksonville. A ship with SpaceX staff
watched from a safe 10 miles away as the booster
approached the platform, marked with a giant X.

Musk reported that the platform itself - 300 feet by 100
feet, with wings stretching the width to 170 feet - was fine
following the attempted touchdown. But he said some of
the equipment on deck will need to be replaced. There
ended up being no good video of the “landing/impact,” he
said in a tweet, noting it was “pitch dark and foggy” out in
the ocean.

“Will piece it together from telemetry and ... actual
pieces,” he said. Brief TV images from booster cameras,
broadcast by NASA, showed water bubbles. In the weeks
preceding the landing test, Musk had estimated there was
a 50-50 chance, at best, that the Falcon’s first-stage booster
would land vertically on the platform.

Once separated from the upper stage of the rocket, the
main booster re-ignited as planned for the flyback, accord-
ing to SpaceX. Automatic engine firings maneuvered the
booster down toward the autonomous, modified barge.
The Air Force maintained the ability, as always, to destroy
the booster if it strayed off course.

NASA watched the post-launch drama with keen inter-
est, but its biggest focus was on the Dragon racing toward
the space station and its six inhabitants. The capsule is due
to arrive there Monday.

The shipment is needed more than usual because of the
recent loss of another company’s supply ship.

Orbital Sciences Corp.’s Antares rocket exploded sec-
onds after liftoff in October, destroying the entire payload
and damaging the Virginia launch complex. That rocket is
grounded until next year.

NASA is paying SpaceX and Orbital Sciences to keep the
space station stocked. Russia and Japan also plan supply
runs this year. — AP

SpaceX launches for NASA, no 
luck with rocket landing at sea

The SpaceX rocket launches from Cape Canaveral Air Force Station at 4:47 am of for a resupply mission to the International Space Station early yesterday. The photo is a 90
second time exposure of the launch seen from just south of the Cocoa Beach Pier, as the rocket disappears into the clouds. — AP

Health care sign-ups
steady as uninsured

rate hits new low
WASHINGTON: Sign-ups under President Barack Obama’s
health care law grew slowly but steadily over the New Year’s
holiday, as the share of Americans still lacking coverage hit its
lowest level in years.

The Obama administration reported that nearly 103,000
people signed up last week in the 37 states where the federal
government is running online health insurance markets,
bringing total enrollment for 2015 to 6.6 million in those
states. The remaining states are running their own exchanges.

Meanwhile, a new Gallup survey found that 12.9 percent of
the adult population remained without coverage in the last
three months of 2014, the lowest share since the pollster
began daily tracking of the uninsured in 2008, before Obama
took office. The Gallup-Healthways Well-Being Index found
that the uninsured rate dropped 4.2 percentage points over
the past year as the health law’s major coverage expansion
went into effect.  Other analysts have estimated that those
gains translate to at least 10 million uninsured people getting
coverage. A year ago 17.1 percent of adults were uninsured.

“The Affordable Care Act has accomplished one of its
goals: increasing the percentage of Americans who have
health insurance coverage,” Gallup concluded.

Obama’s law offers subsidized private insurance to people
who don’t have coverage on the job, along with expanded
Medicaid coverage for low-income people. Insurers can no
longer turn down people with health problems. Virtually all
individuals are required to have coverage or risk fines.

Some of the insurance gains are no doubt due to an
improving economy, but Gary Claxton of the nonpartisan
Kaiser Family Foundation said “it’s hard to deny that the sharp
reduction in the uninsured in 2014 was anything but the law.”
Claxton helps direct the foundation’s widely-cited annual sur-
vey of employer plans.

Wednesday’s report from the Health and Human Services
Department comes as the health law’s second open enroll-
ment season has passed the halfway mark. So far, there hasn’t
been the technology meltdown that marred the first sign-up
season. Insurers also say automatic renewal for millions of last
year’s customers has gone fairly smoothly. But “Obamacare”
remains controversial. Republicans who took charge of
Congress this week remain committed to repealing the law.

And the Supreme Court has agreed to hear a case that
challenges the legality of subsidies in states where
Washington is running the insurance markets. More than 8 in
10 customers are getting financial assistance, which covers
about three-fourths of their premiums on average.

If the Supreme Court agrees with the plaintiffs in the case,
those subsidies would end and much of the insurance cover-
age gains could evaporate. The Obama administration says it
is confident it will prevail in the court case, and is urging con-
sumers to keep signing up. Feb. 15 is the last day of open
enrollment season. The administration wants 9.1 million cus-
tomers signed up and paying premiums in 2015.

The Gallup survey has a margin of sampling error of plus or
minus 1 percentage point for results based on the total sam-
ple.— AP

JAKARTA: A once-blind female orangutan who
regained her sight with surgery has returned to the
rainforests of Indonesia’s Sumatra island, but with only
one of her young twins, an environment group said.

Gober and her infants-Ginting, a female, and
Ganteng, a male, who will turn four this month-were
released on January 5 to a conservation forest as part of
a reintroduction project by Swiss-based PanEco’s
Sumatran Orangutan Conservation Programme. 

“Sadly, the plan to release Gober and both of her
twin infants together did not work out as hoped,” a
statement from the group said. “Gober struggled in the
trees with two infants to watch out for. It was not long
before she seemed to give up trying, and poor little
Ganteng was left behind,” it said.

“Whilst Gober and Ginting subsequently coped per-
fectly well, travelling through the canopy, finding food
and building a huge nest for the night, little Ganteng
spent his first night in the forest alone and afraid, cold
and wet.”

Ganteng had since been taken back by the conserva-
tion programme’s staff. PanEco conservation director
Ian Singleton said the carers were shocked that Gober
would abandon her son. 

“No one believed she would leave one of her twins
behind, at least not so soon after release. We’re all a bit
stunned at just how quickly it happened,” he said.

“Despite obvious disappointment that it didn’t go as
planned, I  still  think we can consider Gober and
Ginting’s release as a huge success, and we must now
ensure Ganteng gets out there with them eventually as
well.”

The blind Gober first made headlines in 2008, follow-
ing her rescue by the Sumatran Orangutan
Conservation Programme after she was found raiding
farmers’ crops for food.

She was then placed at its quarantine centre near
Medan, North Sumatra, where she mated with a male
orangutan Leuser.

He was also blind after being shot at least 62 times
with an air rifle before being brought into the pro-
gramme’s care.

The pair gave birth to the twins, which was consid-
ered rare. Gober again made news after regaining her
eyesight following a  “groundbreaking” cataract surgery
in 2012, paving way for her release into the wild. More
than 50 orangutans have so far been freed in Jantho
under the orangutan reintroduction project. — AFP

Orangutan returns to Indonesian
wild, but abandons son

ACEH: This handout photo taken on January 5, 2015 and released by the Sumatran Orangutan Conservation
Programme (SOCP) yesterday shows orangutans Gober (back) and her infant Ginting upon their release to a
conservation forest in Aceh as part of a reintroduction project. A once-blind female orangutan who
regained her sight with surgery has returned to the rainforests of Indonesia’s Sumatra island, but with only
one of her young twins, an environment group said yesterday. — AFP
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Parents and children thronged the India
Education Exhibition 2015, a one-stop
information event on professional and

vocational courses available from leading
Indian educational institutions. The exhibition
provided students with an invaluable oppor-
tunity of exploring the vast potential present-
ed by higher-education institutions in India.  

The two-day event was inaugurated on
Friday, 9 January, at the Ramada Hotel in Al-
Riggae and ended on 10 January.  Organized
by India-based Indus Exhibition and Response
Events and Exhibitions in Kuwait, the Indian
Education Exhibition 2015, was a great suc-
cess and students eager to pursue their high-
er education in India benefited greatly from
their one-on-one sessions with representa-
tives from premier education institutes in
India. 

The eighth iteration of India Education
Exhibition showcased various attractive
options available to students from Kuwait and
beyond. At the exhibition, students and their
parents interacted with college administrators
and professors from participating institutions
to learn in-depth about the different educa-
tional programs on offer. Students who visited
the show could obtain insight into graduate
and post-graduate degrees in various disci-
plines, including medicine, engineering, busi-
ness management, marketing and communi-
cations, arts and science, hospitality and hotel
management and Allied Health Sciences. 

On 9 January, two highly informative semi-
nars, one on engineering and another on

health science courses were held on the side-
lines of the exhibition. In the first seminar, Dr
G Nagarajan from Anna University spoke on
‘Higher Education in Engineering and Career
Opportunities’. Addressing the second semi-
nar, Dr Sabu K M from Manipal University,
detailed on ‘Emerging Career Opportunities in
Health Sciences, an outlook towards a suc-
cessful future.’ Students attending the seminar
said they were satisfied with how the topic
was presented and explained. Moreover, they
had their doubts cleared and appreciated the
guidance offered by the educators through
their seminars.

Joseph Alapatt arrived with his family to
review universities and he said of the exhibi-
tion: “We are in the process of gathering infor-
mation and we have visited a lot of other
exhibitions.  We met a few representatives of
the institutions and saw the cost, curriculum
and entry criteria. Also, the seminar, which
was held as part of the exhibition was very
helpful.” The general consensus among visi-
tors was that the exhibition offered a variety
of choices and substantial information on
higher learning in India. 

Many institutes of higher learning in India
are on par with their Western counterparts,
and offer a competitive fee structure that has
also attracted many foreign students to the
country. Moreover, education is a sector that
is very strong in India and university stan-
dards are maintained steadily in order to
retain their certification from government.

Co-sponsored by the renowned Manipal

University, the India Education Exhibition
2015 had the participation from 15 leading
Indian educational establishments, which
between them featured over 75 institutions
offering more than 200 programs. Besides
Manipal University some of the other leading
institutions participating in the educational
exhibition included, Anna University, DY Patil
University, Thapar University, CMR University,
Hindustan University, Datta Meghe Medical
Science University, KJ Somaiya Group of
Institutions and Vishwakarma Institutions. The
exhibition also offered free educational coun-
seling, as well as registration and admissions
from school to research programs.

A lbanian embassy in Kuwait in cooperation with
the National Council for Culture, Arts and
Letters and Albanian National Gallery of Arts is

organizing an exhibition of Albanian painters in the
framework of the Al-Qurain Cultural  Festival  in
Kuwait. The opening ceremony of the exhibition will
be this Sunday, 11 January, 19:00, at the Museum of
Modern Arts in Gulf Street in front of Souq Sharq,
close to the Maritime Museum. We would like to

invite all citizens living in Kuwait and art lovers to vis-
it this exhibition which will stay open from 11 to 15
January, 9 am-1 pm and in the afternoon 5 pm -8 pm.  

Albanian Ambassador to the State of  Kuwait
Kujtim Morina addresses to the public of Kuwait on
this occasion: “First, I would like to express my high
appreciation to all the staff of National Council of
Culture, Arts and Letters for this cooperation. The
exhibition “Reflections from Albania” is a collage of

art works from five Albanian painters including tradi-
tional and modern painters as well as the various
techniques of painting starting from landscape, por-
trait, and costume design to the modern techniques
of various installations, mixed media, graphics, etc. I
hope that Kuwaiti citizens and all the visitors will
enjoy this exhibition which brings some interesting
views of nature and abstractions from the Albanian
artists. “

India Education Exhibition 2015
ends successfully at Ramada Hotel 

Albanian Painting Exhibition in Kuwait



Kerala Sangeetha NatakaAkademi (KSNA) Kuwait
Chapter honored well-known theatre writer and
director K P Balakrishnan, the recipient of the presti-

gious ‘Kalashri Award’ at a function held on Thursday
evening at Indian Community School Kuwait, (Amman
branch), Salmiya. Speaking at the function, KSNA Kuwait
Chapter Chairman Vijay Karayil said Balakrishnan as an
expatriate theatre director contributed significantly to the
evolution and growth of Malayalam theatre in Kuwait. He
honored Balakrishnan with a memento.

In his reply Balakrishan, who wrote more than 20 plays
and directed over 10 dramas as an expat, said he derived
strength and support from the community and co-artistes
while he drew creative energy from great theatre personal-
ities of the past and present. He expressed his gratitude to
Kuwait Chapter of the Akademi for nominating him for the
Kalashri award.

A flyer of ‘Keli 2015’, the drama competition for the Gulf
expatriate theatre groups scheduled to be held on
February 25-25 at the ICSK Senior Salmiya under the aus-
pices of Kerala Sangeetha Nataka Akademi, was released
on the occasion jointly by finance committee conveners B
S Pillai and Babu Chakola.

Earlier, Program Convener Chessil Ramapuram wel-
comed the gathering while Coordinator Sajeev K Peter
read out the profile of Balakrishnan. Felicitation speeches

were delivered by Ad-Hoc committee members B S Pillai,
Adv Johney Kunnil, Nixon George, Babu Chakola, Iqbal
Kuttamangalam and Advisory Board member
Shemejkumar KK. Sub-committee members Dileep Naderi,
Murali S Nair, Hassan Koya, Raghunathan Nair and Idiculla
Mathews also spoke on the occasion. Ad-Hoc Committee
member T V Jayan proposed a vote of thanks. Dr Prathap
Unnithan anchored the event. 
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Bishop Moore College Alumni Association
Kuwait (BMCAAK)  is conducting
“Christmas Tree Decorating and Santa

Claus Contest” by inviting various Associations
/ Individuals / Groups / Churches /
Organizations / Schools / Clubs in Kuwait in
connection with our Kudumbasangamom on
Friday 23rd January 2015 at 4:30pm onwards
at United Indian School Auditorium, Abassiya.
Trophy and Cash Prize will be awarded for the
First position, and Trophies will be awarded for
the Second and Third positions of Christmas
Tree Decorating Contest. For Santa Claus
Contest best father will be selected and award-
ed with a Trophy and Cash prize. Last date of
Registration will be 21st January 2015.  For
Registration form  and more details about the
rules and regulations please contact the below
members: Sangeeth Somanath (Convener) -
Mobile number 97228115, Parimanam Manoj
(General Secretary) - Mobile number
97542985, Franscis Cherukole (President) -
Mobile number 65176333, John Mathew
(Treasurer) - Mobile number 66710875.

IEAS is proud to inform that the following students of our school are qualified for the
19th CBSE National athletic meet which is scheduled from 08th to 12th January 2015
to be held at Divine Child School athletic track, Mesana, Gujarath - India.

Kareena Clarisse Sequeira Under 14 Girls 400 M
Amanda Rochelle Maryann D’souza Under 16 Girls 1500 M
Ann Maria Thomas Under 16 Girls 200 M
Jenesia Jane Filipe Under 19 Girls 800 M
Sinatra Lorraine Dias Under 19 Girls 100 M and M 200
Shawn Jose Fernandes Under 16 Boys 1500 M and M 300

The above school team will be led by our school coach Ivan D Souza. 
We the school management staff and the students wish all success and we pray for

their successful and a safe trip.

Effective from: 8th January 2015

Sunday
** 9:30am Showtime Available for Groups
Mysteries of the Unseen World 3D 10:30am, 7:30pm
Galapagos 3D 11:30am, 9:30pm
Titans of Ice Age 3D 12:30pm, 5:30pm, 

8:30pm
Fires of Kuwait 2:30pm
Island of Lemurs: Madagascar 3D 3:30pm
Great White Shark 3D 4:30pm
Fly Me to the Moon 3D 6:30pm

Monday
** 9:30am Showtime Available for Groups
Galapagos 3D 10:30am, 3:30pm
Titans of Ice Age 3D 11:30am, 5:30pm, 

7:30pm, 9:30pm
Island of Lemurs: Madagascar 3D 12:30pm, 4:30pm
Mysteries of the Unseen World 3D 2:30pm; 6:30pm
Fly Me to the Moon 3D 8:30pm

Tuesday
** 9:30am Showtime Available for Groups
Titans of Ice Age 3D 10:30am, 6:30pm, 

8:30pm
Mysteries of the Unseen World 3D 11:30am, 5:30pm
Galapagos 3D 12:30pm, 7:30pm
Fly Me to the Moon 3D 2:30pm
Island of Lemurs: Madagascar 3D 3:30pm, 9:30pm
Journey to Mecca 4:30pm 

Wednesday
** 9:30am Showtime Available for Groups
Galapagos 3D 10:30am, 3:30pm
Island of Lemurs: Madagascar 3D 11:30am, 6:30pm
Titans of Ice Age 3D 12:30pm, 7:30pm, 

9:30pm
Mysteries of the Unseen World 3D 2:30pm; 8:30pm
Fly Me to the Moon 3D 4:30pm
Great White Shark 3D 5:30pm
Thursday:
** 9:30am Showtime Available for Groups
Island of Lemurs: Madagascar 3D 10:30am, 7:30pm
Titans of Ice Age 3D 11:30am, 2:30pm, 

6:30pm, 8:30pm
Mysteries of the Unseen World 3D 12:30pm, 3:30pm
Galapagos 3D 4:30pm, 9:30pm
Fly Me to the Moon 3D 5:30pm

Friday
Titans of Ice Age 3D 2:30pm, 5:30pm, 

8:30pm
Fly Me to the Moon 3D 3:30pm
Island of Lemurs: Madagascar 3D 4:30pm
Journey to Mecca 6:30pm 
Galapagos 3D 7:30pm
Mysteries of the Unseen World 3D 9:30pm

Saturday
** 9:30am Showtime Available for Groups 
Galapagos 3D 10:30am, 2:30pm, 

8:30pm
Titans of Ice Age 3D 11:30am, 3:30pm, 

6:30pm, 9:30pm
Island of Lemurs: Madagascar 3D 12:30pm
Great White Shark 3D 1:30pm
Fires of Kuwait 4:30pm
Fly Me to the Moon 3D 5:30pm
Mysteries of the Unseen World 3D 7:30pm

Notes
- All films are in Arabic, except “Fires of Kuwait 2D” and
“Fly Me to the Moon 3D” 
- For English, headsets are available upon request. 
- Film schedule is subject to changes without notice. 
For information call 1 848 888 or visit www.tsck.org.kw

KSNA Kuwait Chapter honors K P Balakrishnan

IMAX 
film program

Christmas Tree
Decorating,
Santa Claus

Contest

Greeting

Happy Birthday to Jake Edtacs.
May you have more birthdays
to come, good health and stay

humble. Greetings from your Dinalist
Team, family and friends.

International Day was celebrated at the American
Baccalaureate School recently. The elementary students
had weeks of preparation that ended with the culminat-

ing event which included the Parade of Nations.
Students in first grades learned about European coun-

tries. Second grade students learned about countries of
South American.  Students in third grade learned about

Asian and Pacific countries, while the fourth graders
learned about countries of North America.  The fifth
graders learned about Africa.

Each student dressed in traditional clothes, and each
class presented to the entire student body. The favorite
presentation was from Miss Mary Turner’s class on the
United States of America.  She had some fourth grader stu-

dents sing New York, New York, others did a traditional
umbrella dance from New Orleans, and the remaining stu-
dents danced to a Michael Jackson song.

Also, each grade decorated their door and classroom.
The final activity was a feast in which students brought in
traditional food to share with their classmates and school-
mates.

ABS celebrates International Day



00:05 Sinbad
00:50 Sally Lockhart Mysteries
02:20 Doctor Who
03:20 Moone Boy
03:45 The Omid Djalili Show
04:15 The Weakest Link
05:00 Woolly & Tig
05:05 The Green Balloon Club
05:30 Gigglebiz
05:45 Charlie And Lola
06:00 Nina And The Neurons: In
The Lab
06:15 Woolly & Tig
06:20 The Green Balloon Club
06:45 Gigglebiz
07:00 Charlie And Lola
07:15 The Weakest Link
08:00 Sinbad
08:45 Doctor Who
09:45 Moone Boy
10:10 Sally Lockhart Mysteries
11:45 Sinbad
12:30 My Family
13:00 Doctor Who
14:00 Doctors
14:30 Doctors
15:00 Doctors
15:30 Doctors
16:00 Doctors
16:30 As Time Goes By
17:00 Being Eileen
17:30 The Omid Djalili Show
18:05 Rev.
18:35 The Vicar Of Dibley
19:05 Rock & Chips: Special: Xmas
2010
20:00 Money
20:50 Money
21:45 Whitechapel
22:30 Scott & Bailey
23:20 Sherlock

13:55 How It’s Made
14:20 How It’s Made
14:45 The Liquidator
15:10 The Liquidator
15:35 The Liquidator
16:00 The Liquidator
16:25 The Liquidator
16:50 Dukes Of Haggle
17:15 Dukes Of Haggle
17:40 Dukes Of Haggle
18:05 Dukes Of Haggle
18:30 Dallas Car Sharks
18:55 Troy
19:45 Dynamo: Top Ten Moments
20:35 Dynamo: Revealed
21:25 Gold Rush
22:15 Gold Rush
23:05 Alaskan Bush People
23:55 Overhaulin’ 2012
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00:20 Celebrity MasterChef
01:15 Phil Spencer: Secret Agent -
Specials
02:05 Bill’s Kitchen: Notting Hill
02:30 Rick Stein’s India
03:20 Antiques Roadshow
04:15 Antiques Roadshow
05:10 Bargain Hunt
05:55 Bargain Hunt
06:40 Bargain Hunt
07:25 The Roux Legacy
08:00 Come Dine With Me
08:25 Come Dine With Me
08:50 Come Dine With Me
09:15 Come Dine With Me
09:40 Come Dine With Me
10:05 Antiques Roadshow
10:55 Antiques Roadshow
11:50 MasterChef
12:45 MasterChef
13:40 MasterChef
14:30 MasterChef
15:25 MasterChef
16:15 Come Dine With Me
16:40 Come Dine With Me
17:05 Come Dine With Me
17:30 Come Dine With Me
17:55 Come Dine With Me
18:20 Antiques Roadshow
19:15 Antiques Roadshow
20:05 Come Dine With Me
20:55 Food Glorious Food
21:45 The Roux Legacy
22:20 Homes Under The Hammer
23:10 Homes Under The Hammer

MACHETE KILLS ON OSN MOVIES HD

FAST & FURIOUS 6 ON OSN MOVIES ACTION HD

00:00 Violetta
00:45 The Hive
00:50 Art Attack
01:15 Art Attack
01:40 Jungle Junction
01:50 Jungle Junction
02:05 Jungle Junction
02:15 Jungle Junction
02:30 Violetta
03:10 The Hive
03:20 Art Attack
03:45 Art Attack
04:10 Jungle Junction
04:20 Jungle Junction
04:35 Jungle Junction
04:45 Jungle Junction
05:00 Art Attack
05:25 Art Attack
05:50 Mouk
06:00 Dog With A Blog
06:25 Liv And Maddie
06:50 So Random
07:15 Gravity Falls
07:40 Jessie
08:05 Cadet Kelly
09:45 Girl Meets World
10:10 Wizards Of Waverly Place
10:35 Jessie
11:00 Austin & Ally
11:25 Gravity Falls
11:50 Liv And Maddie
12:15 Dog With A Blog
12:40 Mako Mermaids
13:05 Binny And The Ghost
13:30 Girl Meets World
13:55 I Didn’t Do It
14:20 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
14:55 Gravity Falls
15:20 Dog With A Blog
15:45 Jessie
16:10 Austin & Ally
16:35 Girl Meets World
17:00 Liv And Maddie
17:25 Girl Meets World
17:50 Girl Meets World
18:15 Girl Meets World
18:40 Girl Meets World
19:05 Girl Meets World
19:30 Binny And The Ghost
19:55 Gravity Falls
20:20 Wizards Of Waverly Place
20:45 Suite Life On Deck
21:10 Hannah Montana
21:35 That’s So Raven
22:00 Suite Life On Deck
22:25 A.N.T. Farm
22:50 Shake It Up
23:10 Wolfblood
23:35 Wolfblood

00:30 Fashion Bloggers
00:55 Fashion Bloggers
01:25 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
01:50 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
02:20 E! News
03:15 Eric And Jessie: Game On
03:40 Eric And Jessie: Game On
04:10 THS
05:05 Beyond Candid With
Giuliana
06:00 Kourtney And Kim Take
Miami
06:55 Kourtney And Kim Take
Miami
07:50 Style Star
08:20 E! News
09:15 House Of DVF
10:15 House Of DVF
11:10 Fashion Bloggers
11:35 Fashion Bloggers
12:05 E! News
13:05 E!ES
14:05 Kourtney And Khloe Take
The Hamptons

15:00 Kourtney And Khloe Take
The Hamptons
16:00 Giuliana & Bill
17:00 Giuliana & Bill
18:00 E! News
19:00 Eric And Jessie: Game On
19:30 Eric And Jessie: Game On
20:00 Kourtney And Khloe Take
The Hamptons
21:00 Kourtney And Khloe Take
The Hamptons
22:00 House Of DVF
23:00 Fashion Bloggers
23:30 Fashion Bloggers

00:05 Coronation Street
00:30 Coronation Street
00:50 Coronation Street
01:15 The Chase
02:00 The Chase
02:55 Emmerdale
03:20 Emmerdale
03:45 Emmerdale
04:05 Emmerdale
04:30 Emmerdale
05:00 The Great Fire
05:55 Big Star’s Little Star
06:45 Who’s Doing The Dishes
07:35 Keep It In The Family
08:25 Murdoch Mysteries
09:15 Murdoch Mysteries
10:00 Murdoch Mysteries
10:55 Murdoch Mysteries
11:40 Murdoch Mysteries
12:30 Midsomer Murders
14:05 The Great Fire
15:00 Big Star’s Little Star

00:05 Barefoot Contessa - Back To
Basics
00:30 Barefoot Contessa - Back To
Basics
00:55 Siba’s Table
01:20 Siba’s Table
01:45 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
02:10 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
02:35 Fast Food Gone Global
03:25 Charly’s Cake Angels
03:50 Siba’s Table
04:15 Siba’s Table
04:40 Barefoot Contessa - Back To
Basics
05:05 Barefoot Contessa - Back To
Basics
05:30 Reza, Spice Prince Of India
05:50 Siba’s Table
06:10 Have Cake, Will Travel
06:35 Have Cake, Will Travel
07:00 Tastiest Places To
Chowdown
07:25 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
07:50 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
08:15 Food Network Challenge
09:05 Siba’s Table
09:30 Have Cake, Will Travel
09:55 Have Cake, Will Travel
10:20 Barefoot Contessa - Back To
Basics
10:45 Barefoot Contessa - Back To
Basics
11:10 Siba’s Table
11:35 Siba’s Table
12:00 Guy’s Big Bite
12:25 Unique Eats
12:50 Unique Eats
13:15 Hungry Girl
13:40 Hungry Girl
14:05 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
14:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
14:55 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
15:20 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
15:45 Barefoot Contessa - Back To
Basics
16:10 Barefoot Contessa - Back To
Basics
16:35 Siba’s Table
17:00 Siba’s Table
17:25 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
17:50 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
18:15 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
18:40 Barefoot Contessa - Back To
Basics
19:05 Barefoot Contessa - Back To
Basics
19:30 Siba’s Table
19:55 Siba’s Table
20:20 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
20:45 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
21:10 Barefoot Contessa - Back To
Basics
21:35 Barefoot Contessa - Back To
Basics
22:00 Chopped
22:50 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
23:15 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
23:40 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives

00:00 Diggers
00:30 Diggers
01:00 Hard Time
02:00 Chasing UFOs
03:00 Street Monkeys
04:00 Ancient Megastructures
05:00 Going Deep With David
Rees
05:30 Going Deep With David
Rees
06:00 Car SOS
07:00 Street Genius
07:30 Street Genius
08:00 Diggers
08:30 Diggers
09:00 Hard Time
10:00 Chasing UFOs
11:00 Crime Lab
12:00 The Raising of The Costa
Concordia
13:00 The Truth Behind
14:00 Live Free Or Die
15:00 Space Mysteries
16:00 Puma: Lion of The Andes
17:00 Wild Untamed Brazil
18:00 Ultimate Airport Dubai
19:00 Space Mysteries
20:00 Puma: Lion of The Andes
21:00 Wild Untamed Brazil
22:00 Ultimate Airport Dubai
23:00 Crime Lab

00:00 NFL Gameday
00:30 Live NFL
03:30 Live NFL
07:00 Formula - E Championship 
09:00 Dubai World Cup Carnival 
12:30 NHL 
14:30 Top 14
16:30 Trans World Sport
17:30 NFL Road To The Playoffs 
18:30 NFL 
21:00 Live NFL

03:00 Live NHL
06:00 Trans World Sport
07:00 PGA Tour
13:00 Live PGA European Tour
17:30 Volvo Ocean Race Highlights
18:00 Top 14
20:00 Champions Tour Year in
Review
21:00 Fedex Cup Playoffs Official
Film
22:00 Inside The PGA Tour
22:30 Live PGA Tour

15:55 Tricked
16:50 Keep It In The Family
17:45 Who’s Doing The Dishes
18:30 Paul O’Grady: For The Love
Of Dogs
19:00 Big Star’s Little Star
19:55 Tricked
20:50 Keep It In The Family
21:45 Who’s Doing The Dishes
22:40 The Great Fire
23:35 Celebrity Exposed: Richard
Young Photography

00:30 The Daily Show Global
Edition
01:00 Two And A Half Men
01:30 Saturday Night Live
02:30 Louie
03:00 Men At Work
03:30 How I Met Your Mother
04:00 New Girl
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
05:30 My Boys
06:00 Til Death
06:30 Welcome To The Family
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:00 New Girl
08:30 My Boys
09:00 Men At Work
09:30 2 Broke Girls
10:00 The Goldbergs
10:30 Welcome To The Family
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
12:00 Til Death
12:30 New Girl
13:00 My Boys
13:30 Welcome To The Family
14:00 How I Met Your Mother
14:30 2 Broke Girls
15:00 The Goldbergs
15:30 The Daily Show Global
Edition
16:00 Two And A Half Men
16:30 Til Death
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00 Men At Work
18:30 The Michael J. Fox Show
19:00 Dads
19:30 Baby Daddy
20:00 Friends With Better Lives
20:30 Mystery Girls
21:00 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
21:30 Two And A Half Men
22:00 Saturday Night Live
23:00 Louie

00:00 White Collar
01:00 The Strain
02:00 Salem
03:00 Supernatural
04:00 The Blacklist Special
05:00 Graceland
06:00 White Collar
07:00 Necessary Roughness
08:00 C.S.I.
09:00 Graceland
10:00 The Blacklist Special
11:00 Necessary Roughness

12:00 Emmerdale
12:30 Coronation Street
14:00 C.S.I.
15:00 White Collar
16:00 Emmerdale
16:30 Coronation Street
18:00 C.S.I.
19:00 Castle
20:00 How To Get Away With
Murder
22:00 The Americans
23:00 Supernatural

00:00 Unforgettable
02:00 Good Morning America
03:00 Dracula
06:00 Good Morning America
07:00 Emmerdale
07:30 Coronation Street
09:00 24
10:00 Emmerdale
10:30 Coronation Street
13:00 Unforgettable
14:00 24
16:00 Live Good Morning America
18:00 Unforgettable
19:00 24
21:00 Unforgettable

00:00 Jack Reacher
02:15 Inside Man
04:30 Knockout
06:15 Alex Cross
08:00 G.I. Joe: Retaliation
10:00 Avengers Confidential: Black
Widow & Punisher
12:00 Bad Company
14:00 Jack Reacher
16:15 Alex Cross
18:00 Appleseed: Alpha
20:00 G.I. Joe: Retaliation
22:00 Fast & Furious 6

00:15 Inside Man-PG15
02:30 Knockout-PG15
04:15 Alex Cross-PG15
06:00 G.I. Joe: Retaliation-PG15
08:00 Avengers Confidential: Black
Widow & Punisher-PG15
10:00 Bad Company-PG15
12:00 Jack Reacher-PG15
14:15 Alex Cross-PG15
16:00 Appleseed: Alpha-PG15
18:00 G.I. Joe: Retaliation-PG15
20:00 Fast & Furious 6-PG15
22:15 Prisoners Of The Sun-PG15

00:00 So I Married An Axe
Murderer-PG15
02:00 Chalet Girl-PG15
04:00 Mr. 3000-PG
06:00 Gambit-PG15
08:00 Run For Your Wife-PG15
10:00 So I Married An Axe
Murderer-PG15
12:00 Fred 2: Night Of The Living
Fred-PG
14:00 Gambit-PG15
16:00 Run For Your Wife-PG15
18:00 Big Trouble-PG15
20:00 LOL-PG15
22:00 A Smile Like Yours-PG15

13:00 Searching For Sugar Man
14:30 The Past-PG15
17:00 Too Big To Fail-PG15
19:00 The Perks Of Being A
Wallflower-PG15
21:00 In The Name Of The Father
23:30 Switchback-PG15

01:00 How I Live Now-PG15
03:00 The Mortal Instruments: City
Of Bones-PG15
05:15 Escape From Planet Earth
07:00 Man Of Tai Chi-PG15
09:00 Vehicle 19-PG15
11:00 The Wolverine-PG15
13:15 Man Of Tai Chi-PG15
15:00 The Nut Job-FAM
17:00 Vehicle 19-PG15
19:00 August: Osage County-PG15
21:00 Call Me Crazy: A Five Film
22:45 Machete Kills-18

01:00 Hammer Boy
02:45 Quest For A Heart
04:30 Krazzy Planet
06:00 Cinderella
08:00 Ploddy Police Car
10:00 Khumba
11:30 Curious George: Swings Into
Spring
13:00 Quest For A Heart
14:30 Dudley Do Right
16:00 Barbie As The Island
Princess
18:00 Khumba
20:00 Pacific Pirates
22:00 Dudley Do Right
23:30 Barbie As The Island
Princess

00:00 This Is The End-18
02:00 R.I.P.D.-PG15
04:00 The 7:39-PG15
06:00 Monsters University-PG
08:00 Life Of Pi-PG
10:15 Magic Journey To Africa
12:00 R.I.P.D.-PG15
14:00 Pop Star-PG15
15:45 Life Of Pi-PG
18:00 The Way Way Back-PG15
20:00 Celeste And Jesse Forever
22:00 Stoker-18

00:00 MSNBC Caught On Camera
01:00 MSNBC Caught On Camera
02:00 Live ABC World News
02:30 Live NBC Nightly News (Sat-
Sun)
03:00 ABC World News
03:30 NBC Nightly News (Sat-Sun)
04:00 NBC Saturday Today Show
06:00 ABC 20/20
07:00 ABC World News
07:30 NBC Nightly News (Sat-Sun)
08:00 ABC World News
08:30 NBC Nightly News (Sat-Sun)
09:00 MSNBC Investigates
10:00 ABC World News
10:30 NBC Nightly News (Sat-Sun)
11:00 MSNBC All In With Chris
Hayes
12:00 MSNBC The Rachel
Maddow Show
13:00 MSNBC Hardball W/ Chris
Matthews
14:00 ABC 20/20
15:00 MSNBC Caught On Camera
16:00 Live NBC Sunday Today
Show
17:00 Live NBC Meet The Press
18:00 ABC This Week With G
Stephanopoulos

19:00 Live MSNBC Melissa Harris-
Perry
20:00 NBC Meet The Press
21:00 ABC This Week With G
Stephanopoulos

00:45 The Fighters
01:35 How It’s Made
02:00 How It’s Made
02:25 How It’s Made
02:50 How It’s Made
03:15 How It’s Made
03:40 How It’s Made
04:05 How It’s Made
04:30 How It’s Made
05:00 How It’s Made
05:30 How It’s Made
06:00 Fast N’ Loud
06:50 Kindig Customs
07:40 Highway To Sell
08:30 Gold Rush
09:20 Gold Rush
10:10 Alaskan Bush People
11:00 Airplane Repo
11:50 Street Outlaws
12:40 How It’s Made
13:05 How It’s Made
13:30 How It’s Made

01:00 Hateship Loveship-PG15
03:00 The Words-PG15
05:00 Nebraska-PG15
07:00 Hateship Loveship-PG15
09:00 Chasing Mavericks-PG15
13:00 The Runway-PG15
15:00 Five Thirteen-PG15
17:00 Chasing Mavericks-PG15
19:00 The Caller-PG15
21:00 The Invisible Woman-PG15
23:00 Maniac-R

00:45 Jagged Edge-18
03:00 Emperor-PG15
05:00 Great Expectations-PG15
07:00 Darling Companion-PG15
09:00 Too Big To Fail-PG15
11:00 Beasts Of The Southern
Wild-PG15

01:00 Live New Zealand v Sri
Lanka ODI
09:00
11:00 Live Big Bash League T20
14:30 New Zealand v Sri Lanka
ODI Highlights
16:00 Big Bash League T20
20:00 Big Bash League T20
23:30 Big Bash League T20
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Fajr: 05:20

Shorook 06:44

Duhr: 11:56

Asr: 14:49 

Maghrib: 17:08

Isha: 18:30

Prayer timings

Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)

DIAL161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION

Arrival Flights on Sunday 11/1/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
KAC 502 Beirut 00:05
JAI 574 Mumbai 00:10
JZR 239 Amman 00:25
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
JZR 539 Cairo 00:40
THY 772 Istanbul 00:45
FDB 069 Dubai 00:55
QTR 1084 Doha 01:00
RJA 642 Amman 01:05
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 01:45
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:30
UAE 853 Dubai 02:35
JAI 526 Chennai/Abu Dhabi 02:50
FDB 067 Dubai 02:55
MSR 612 Cairo 03:10
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:10
CEB 7694 Manila 03:10
KKK 6507 Istanbul 03:20
OMA 643 Muscat 03:25
QTR 1076 Doha 03:45
MSC 401 Alexandria 04:05
JZR 555 Alexandria 04:25
THY 770 Istanbul 05:35
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:40
QTR 8632 Doha 06:25
KAC 544 Cairo 06:40
BAW 157 London 06:40
KAC 412 Manila/Bangkok 07:10
FDB 053 Dubai 07:45
QTR 1086 Doha 07:50
SVA 512 Riyadh 07:55
KAC 352 Kochi 08:10
KAC 302 Mumbai 08:20
KAC 206 Islamabad 08:25
KAC 332 Trivandrum 08:30
UAE 855 Dubai 08:40
KAC 362 Colombo 08:45
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:00
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:20
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
QTR 1070 Doha 10:00
GFA 943 Bahrain 10:15
THY 5414 Istanbul 10:30
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
IRA 665 Shiraz 10:50
UAE 873 Dubai 11:00
SYR 341 Latakia 11:10
MSC 405 Sohag 11:25
JZR 165 Dubai 11:30
PIA 205 Lahore 11:40
MEA 404 Beirut 11:55
UAE 871 Dubai 12:50
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
KAC 514 Tehran 13:10
IRC 528 Ahwaz 13:15
JZR 561 Sohag 13:45
KAC 382 Delhi 13:45
KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
QTR 1078 Doha 14:05

KNE 472 Jeddah 14:25
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:30
FDB 057 Dubai 14:30
IRC 6507 Shiraz 14:50
OMA 645 Muscat 15:00
GFA 221 Bahrain 15:00
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:10
KAC 284 Dhaka 15:15
JZR 175 Dubai 15:20
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:45
FDB 051 Dubai 16:00
JZR 535 Cairo 16:10
KAC 562 Amman 16:20
JZR 787 Riyadh 16:25
QTR 1072 Doha 16:40
RJA 640 Amman 16:55
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 16:55
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
KAC 742 Dammam 17:45
GFA 944 LCA 17:50
UAL 982 IAD 17:55
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:55
UAE 875 Dubai 18:00
JZR 177 Dubai 18:20
KAC 542 Cairo 18:25
FDB 063 Dubai 18:40
ABY 121 Sharjah 18:40
KAC 786 Jeddah 18:45
QTR 1080 Doha 18:50
AXB 393 Kozhikode 19:15
KAC 674 Dubai 19:25
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:30
JZR 483 Istanbul 19:35
KAC 166 Paris/Rome 19:40
KAC 502 Beirut 19:50
KAC 102 New York/London 19:55
JAI 572 Mumbai 20:00
KAC 774 Riyadh 20:00
OMA 647 Muscat 20:20
FDB 061 Dubai 20:20
MSR 606 Luxor 20:45
DLH 636 Frankfurt 20:50
ALK 229 Colombo 21:10
MEA 402 Beirut 21:20
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:30
FDB 073 Dubai 21:35
UAE 859 Dubai 21:40
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
QTR 1074 Doha 21:55
JZR 135 Bahrain 22:05
KLM 417 Amsterdam 22:15
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:15
KAC 172 Frankfurt 22:20
FDB 059 Dubai 22:30
AIC 981 Chennai/Hyderabad/Ahmedabad 22:30
UAL 981 Bahrain 23:10
JZR 185 Dubai 23:15
THY 764 Istanbul 23:35
FDB 071 Dubai 23:45

Departure Flights on Sunday 11/1/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 976 Goa/Chennai 00:05
FDB 072 Dubai 00:45
UAL 981 IAD 00:55
JAI 573 Mumbai 01:10
DLH 635 Frankfurt 02:15
KAC 283 Dhaka 02:25
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 02:45
THY 773 Istanbul 02:55
KAC 381 Delhi 03:40
UAE 854 Dubai 03:50
FDB 068 Dubai 03:55
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:05
MSR 613 Cairo 04:10
KKK 6508 Istanbul 04:10
OMA 644 Muscat 04:25
QTR 1085 Doha 04:30
CEB 7695 Manila 04:40
MSC 406 Sohag 05:05
QTR 1077 Doha 05:15
THY 765 Istanbul 05:40
FDB 070 Dubai 06:30
JAI 525 Abu Dhabi/Chennai 06:35
JZR 164 Dubai 06:55
RJA 643 Amman 07:05
JZR 560 Sohag 07:10
GFA 212 Bahrain 07:15
THY 771 Istanbul 07:30
QTR 8632 Lahore/Doha 07:55
FDB 054 Dubai 08:25
BAW 156 London 08:45
QTR 1087 Doha 08:50
KAC 513 Tehran 08:55
SVA 513 Riyadh 08:55
KAC 171 Frankfurt 09:05
JZR 534 Cairo 09:15
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:25
KAC 671 Dubai 09:25
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:40
UAE 856 Dubai 09:55
KAC 117 New York 10:05
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:20
KAC 561 Amman 10:25
FDB 056 Dubai 10:35
JZR 482 Istanbul 10:35
JZR 174 Dubai 10:45
QTR 1071 Doha 11:00
GFA 943 LCA 11:00
KAC 541 Cairo 11:05
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:25
THY 5415 Istanbul 11:30
IRA 664 Shiraz 11:50
KAC 501 Beirut 12:00
SYR 342 Latakia 12:10
KAC 103 London 12:20
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:20
MSC 402 Alexandria 12:25
UAE 874 Dubai 12:30
PIA 206 Lahore 12:40
MEA 405 Beirut 12:55

KAC 785 Jeddah 13:00
JZR 786 Riyadh 13:10
JZR 176 Dubai 13:45
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
IRC 529 Ahwaz 14:15
KAC 741 Dammam 14:45
KAC 673 Dubai 15:00
QTR 1079 Doha 15:05
FDB 058 Dubai 15:10
KNE 473 Jeddah 15:20
SVA 503 Jeddah/Madinah 15:45
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:45
IRC 6508 Shiraz 15:50
OMA 646 Muscat 16:00
KAC 773 Riyadh 16:20
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:25
FDB 052 Dubai 17:00
JZR 266 Beirut 17:05
QTR 1073 Doha 17:40
UAE 858 Dubai 17:45
JZR 538 Cairo 17:45
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 17:50
RJA 641 Amman 17:55
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
GFA 944 Bahrain 18:35
JZR 184 Dubai 18:40
JZR 238 Amman 18:50
JZR 134 Bahrain 19:10
UAL 982 Bahrain 19:15
ABY 122 Sharjah 19:20
UAE 876 Dubai 19:40
QTR 1081 Doha 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:55
AXB 393 Kozhikode 20:15
GFA 218 Bahrain 20:15
KAC 361 Colombo 20:50
KAC 343 Chennai 20:55
JAI 571 Mumbai 21:00
KAC 351 Kochi 21:15
FDB 062 Dubai 21:20
OMA 648 Muscat 21:20
DLH 636 Dammam 21:35
MSR 619 Alexandria 21:45
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
ALK 230 Colombo 22:10
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:15
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:15
MEA 403 Beirut 22:20
FDB 074 Dubai 22:30
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:30
UAE 860 Dubai 22:50
KAC 205 Islamabad 22:55
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00
QTR 1075 Doha 23:05
JZR 502 Luxor 23:05
KLM 417 Dammam/Amsterdam 23:15
KAC 415 Jakarta/Kuala Lumpur 23:25
KAC 411 Bangkok/Manila 23:30
FDB 060 Dubai 23:55

SHARQIA-1
090 (Kuwaiti Film) 12:00 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 1:45 PM
THE WOMAN IN BLACK 2 ANGEL OF DEATH 3:45 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 6:00 PM
090 (Kuwaiti Film) 8:00 PM
THE WOMAN IN BLACK 2 ANGEL OF DEATH 10:00 PM
THE WOMAN IN BLACK 2 ANGEL OF DEATH 12:15 AM

SHARQIA-2
SEVENTH SON-3D 11:45 AM
SEVENTH SON 2:00 PM
SEVENTH SON-3D 4:00 PM
SEVENTH SON 6:15 PM
SEVENTH SON-3D 8:15 PM
SEVENTH SON 10:30 PM
SEVENTH SON 12:45 AM

SHARQIA-3
LEGEND OF THE NEVER BEAST 11:30 AM
THE IMITATION GAME 1:15 PM
THE IMITATION GAME 3:30 PM
LEGEND OF THE NEVER BEAST 5:45 PM
THE IMITATION GAME 7:30 PM
THE IMITATION GAME 9:45 PM
THE IMITATION GAME 12:05 AM

MUHALAB-1
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 12:15 PM
090 (Kuwaiti Film) 2:30 PM
THE WOMAN IN BLACK 2 ANGEL OF DEATH 4:15 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 6:15 PM
THE WOMAN IN BLACK 2 ANGEL OF DEATH 8:15 PM
THE WOMAN IN BLACK 2 ANGEL OF DEATH 10:30 PM
090 (Kuwaiti Film) 12:45 AM

MUHALAB-2
THE IMITATION GAME 11:30 AM
THE IMITATION GAME 1:45 PM
LEGEND OF THE NEVER BEAST 4:00 PM
THE IMITATION GAME 5:45 PM
THE IMITATION GAME 8:00 PM
VICE 10:15 PM
THE IMITATION GAME 12:15 AM

MUHALAB-3
SEVENTH SON-3D 12:45 PM
SEVENTH SON 3:00 PM
SEVENTH SON-3D 5:15 PM
SEVENTH SON 7:30 PM
SEVENTH SON 9:45 PM
SEVENTH SON 12:05 AM

FANAR-1
AUTOMATA 12:30 PM
090 (Kuwaiti Film) 2:30 PM
AUTOMATA 4:15 PM
UNBROKEN 6:15 PM
VICE 9:00 PM
AUTOMATA 11:00 PM
AUTOMATA 1:00 AM

FANAR-2
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 11:30 AM
THE WOMAN IN BLACK 2 ANGEL OF DEATH 1:45 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 3:45 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 5:45 PM
THE WOMAN IN BLACK 2 ANGEL OF DEATH 7:45 PM
THE WOMAN IN BLACK 2 ANGEL OF DEATH 10:00 PM
THE WOMAN IN BLACK 2 ANGEL OF DEATH 12:15 AM

FANAR-3
THE IMITATION GAME 11:45 AM
THE IMITATION GAME 2:15 PM
VICE 4:45 PM
090 (Kuwaiti Film) 6:45 PM
THE IMITATION GAME 8:30 PM
090 (Kuwaiti Film) 10:45 PM
THE IMITATION GAME 12:45 AM

MARINA-1
INTO THE WOODS 11:30 AM

THE IMITATION GAME 2:15 PM
LEGEND OF THE NEVER BEAST 4:30 PM
090 (Kuwaiti Film) 6:15 PM
VICE 8:00 PM
THE IMITATION GAME 10:00 PM
THE IMITATION GAME 12:15 AM

MARINA-2
THE WOMAN IN BLACK 2 ANGEL OF DEATH 11:45 AM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 2:00 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 4:00 PM
THE WOMAN IN BLACK 2 ANGEL OF DEATH 6:00 PM
THE WOMAN IN BLACK 2 ANGEL OF DEATH 8:15 PM
THE WOMAN IN BLACK 2 ANGEL OF DEATH 10:30 PM
THE WOMAN IN BLACK 2 ANGEL OF DEATH 12:45 AM

MARINA-3
SEVENTH SON-3D 12:45 PM
SEVENTH SON 3:00 PM
SEVENTH SON-3D 5:15 PM
SEVENTH SON 7:30 PM
SEVENTH SON 9:45 PM
SEVENTH SON 12:05 AM

AVENUES-1
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 1:00 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 3:15 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 5:30 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 7:45 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 10:00 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 12:15 AM

AVENUES-2
VICE 12:15 PM
VICE 2:15 PM
VICE 4:15 PM
090 (Kuwaiti Film) 6:15 PM
090 (Kuwaiti Film) 8:15 PM
090 (Kuwaiti Film) 10:15 PM
090 (Kuwaiti Film) 12:15 AM

AVENUES-3
AUTOMATA 1:15 PM
AUTOMATA 3:30 PM
AUTOMATA 5:45 PM
VICE 8:00 PM
AUTOMATA 10:15 PM
AUTOMATA 12:30 AM

360º- 1
SEVENTH SON 11:30 AM
SEVENTH SON 1:45 PM
SEVENTH SON-3D 4:00 PM
SEVENTH SON 6:15 PM
SEVENTH SON-3D 8:30 PM
SEVENTH SON 10:45 PM
SEVENTH SON 1:00 AM

360º- 2
TEVAR (HINDI) 1:15 PM
TEVAR (HINDI) 4:15 PM
090 (Kuwaiti Film) 7:15 PM
090 (Kuwaiti Film) 9:15 PM
090 (Kuwaiti Film) 11:15 PM
090 (Kuwaiti Film) 1:15 AM

360º- 3
INTO THE WOODS 12:00 PM
INTO THE WOODS 2:30 PM
INTO THE WOODS 5:00 PM
TEVAR (HINDI) 7:30 PM
INTO THE WOODS 10:30 PM
VICE 1:00 AM

AL-KOUT.1
SEVENTH SON-3D 11:30 AM
SEVENTH SON 1:30 PM
SEVENTH SON-3D 3:30 PM
SEVENTH SON 5:45 PM
SEVENTH SON-3D 8:00 PM
SEVENTH SON 10:15 PM
SEVENTH SON 12:30 AM

CHANGE OF NAME

ACCOMMODATION

FOR SALE

MATRIMONIAL

SITUATION VACANT

I, Greeshma Jayaraj holder
of Indian Passport No:
F3536524 R/o Aishwarya,
Kakkad P.O. Kakkad,
Kannur Dt, Kerala 670005,
hereby change my name to
Greeshma Avish. (C 4903)
10-1-2015

I, Lasya Priya, Holder of
Indian Passport No: Z
2519965, D/o Soma
Sundara Rao Maddukuri
have changed my name as
Lasya Priya Maddukuri and
shall hence forth my name
be known / called as Lasya
Priya Maddukuri. This is for
kind information of all con-
cerned.
8-1-2015

I, Thiru Sakthivel R.
(Hindu) holder of Indian
Passport No. E6574227,
Subbaiyapillai street,
Pattukkottai, Thanjavur,
Tamil Nadu, has been con-
verted Islam with the name
R. Abdul Nazeer.
(C 4901)

7-1-2015

Sharing accommodation in
Sharhabel Hawally for sin-
gle / couple Filipino avail-
able from January 5, 2015,
with TFC. Please contact

Required a driver for a
Kuwaiti family. Has a valid
driving license, has experi-
ence in Kuwait, speaks
English. Tel: 90030691.
(C 4899)

A well experienced cook
for a family house in
Kuwait. Tel: 90030691. 
(C 4899)
5-1-2015

RC Christian boy, aged 29,
native of Chalakkudy,
presently settled in
Wyanadu Dist, Kerala, work-
ing in Kuwait as Computer
Engineer, seeking proposals
from parents of working
girls in Kuwait. Contact:
dnaisserypeter@gmail.com
(C 4900)
6-1-2015

KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY 
(08/01/2015 TO 14/01/2015)

Pajero jeep, newly paint,
model 1996, color red, pass-
ing Sept 2015, use by a
lady. Call: 66152130.
8-1-2015

mobile 51080902. (C 4902)
8-1-2015



There are promises to keep! Romance is highlighted now and there may be
a great desire to try something new or go somewhere previously unexplored. Careful-you
may tend to ignore or fail to appreciate the law or what you know to be the truth. Your
values may run counter to established tradition. This may not be the time to attempt to
get your ideas across to others. You may find yourself feeling blocked and unable to
express yourself, but you will be pleased with the end results. Be patient with yourself
and others will also be patient with you. This is a good time to try and foster a sense of
togetherness and team play among family members-try hard to squelch the desire to do
everything on your own. Make it a point to hear and think positively. 

This is a day you feel you can take on any task. You are a self-starter. The
humble confidence you feel will help you in your leadership. Any help you may recruit
along the way will draw out your most positive frame of mind. Shared activities that take
place at this time should be both well-attended and successful. The need for emotional
security is important to you but not overwhelming you into analysis. Learning from self-
help books is appealing and successful but a short phase to be sure. Life should seem
richer, more satisfying and more fun now. You feel a special bond with your friends and
loved ones. Go out on a date with your special someone or invite your friends over for the
evening. You will enjoy good conversation this evening.

You should see a swift and successful end to any task you attempt. You are
a self-starter. You have the wonderful talent to guide others. People see this

and usually ask to be on your team. Your enthusiasm is contagious. Most any athletic
activity is a plus for this day and if you hadn’t planned an activity time, this afternoon
would be a good time to interact with the young people around you. Additionally, this
particular period is good for domestic happiness. You may be inclined to use the home as
a vehicle for entertaining. Social activities and pursuits like religion and volunteer work
interest you. There is also a great love of children and you may be inclined to pursue
romance and love-making in the hopes of obtaining an offspring.

This is a great day for enjoying the company of friends and family alike and
if you can fit in some kind of entertainment or celebration, all the better. Your family may
decide to take a trip to the country today, either leaving you alone or including you in their
adventure-your choice. Dreams and illusions, forgiveness and understanding human frail-
ties are the things that arouse deep feelings. The past and the future intermingle-the barri-
ers between people dissolve-there is the key to the greater psychic and spiritual sensitivity
you feel now. Your artistic side is highlighted and you start a creative project or attend a
cultural event this evening. Although you have been busy most of the day, you look for-
ward to the evening’s activities. 

This is a great time to just relax and enjoy life. You may show an interest
more in cultural or literary affairs regarding the spending of money than with just merely
collecting material goods. This could mean a painting or a keepsake book, etc. The topics
of conversation you enjoy can be quite involved and may bring about an interest in reli-
gion and philosophy. There could be questions raised about mysterious topics, like your
purpose in life. Talk among friends is revealing at this time. There may be new opportuni-
ties for some type of social gathering in the near future-like a family reunion. The planning
can be great fun! It is important at this time to have a realistic understanding of your own
and your partner’s abilities and strengths just now.

Relationships and creativity are equal partners. Your longing for a partner
is strong and if you have a mate it should be equally satisfying for both of you. If there is
no mate, you may be tempted to go wandering. Enjoy your social activities at this time.
Artistic endeavors for self-expression could be extremely creative. You are in the mood to
celebrate and so are the people around you. Now is a good time to have your fortune told
or to order a horoscope forecast. Your life takes on a kind of mystical quality at the emo-
tional and instinctive levels. You might really enjoy having a personal horoscope reading
done at this time. It is amazing how the numbers all make sense with the life happenings.
Now is the time when barriers between people dissolve. 

You may feel that there is a need to do a bit of mental housecleaning this
morning. Your thoughts may tend to turn inward, toward your situation in life.
Unfortunately, this may dredge up depressing stuff, such as your supposed fears or
weaknesses. Do not dwell on any one thing. If you see something that you can fix, fix it!
This is a good day for heavy mental work requiring discipline-like the bank statement,
bills, etc. There are some good results! Later, take a break and do a little different type of
work-perhaps hanging a few pictures-you will be glad you did. Work off any frustrations
with a walk through the neighborhood or dancing with a pillow. This evening you can
take your refurbished energies out on a date.

Procrastination is not all bad. Sometimes that extra push on the throttle
just winds up flooding the engine or spinning the wheels-let things rest a bit. A good plan
of action will emerge soon. You could lead the way on a home or neighborhood project;
your creative mind is intent on excellent results. There is attention to the elderly people
around you or in your family structure-you are actively interested. Try listening to their
needs before deciding for yourself how best to help them. Sudden conflicts that flare up,
or decisions that need to be made, should undergo your consideration along with others.
Consolidating your resources is the best bet for any future success. Tonight you should
rest . . . A few unwashed dishes will not mean the end of the world! 

You are realistic about your abilities and expectations for success. Your
nature will most likely be very calm as you take a serious attitude to just

about all aspects of your life. This is an excellent time to get many things accomplished.
You may gain insights from your work. Mental endeavors are favored as is communication
with friends and loved ones. Avoid being too rigid. Tomorrow is the key word for today.
Some days it is okay to put off until tomorrow all those chores you could do today. This is
one of those days where you can do the action needed for this day while you plan tomor-
row’s activity. The leaky roof or a paint project may take the whole weekend and if you
have a volunteer helper, the helper might like a party when the job is over. 

It is time for some positive changes in your life. This could come as informa-
tion about a new job opportunity or a new love relationship. You may be chosen to guide
or tutor one or many young people today. Whatever you are doing, today involves positive
opportunities and changes for the future. Opinions are not enough for you now; they must
be backed by authority or evidence and above all they must have practical worth and
application. Later this afternoon, you may find yourself enjoying a long conversation, writ-
ing a letter, or making a special phone call. You could be most persuasive with others this
day. The situation is a natural for self-expression and lends itself to your particular ideas
and thoughts. A good conversation with those you love is possible.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11, 2015

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

Libra (September 23-October 22)

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 781

ACROSS
1. An honorary degree in science.
4. Uneaten and saved for eating later.
12. Cleaning implement consisting of
absorbent material fastened to a handle.
15. Liquid excretory product.
16. Variety of endive having leaves with
irregular frilled edges.
17. A benevolent aspect of Devi.
18. A period marked by distinctive character
or reckoned from a fixed point or event.
19. United States baseball player and man-
ager (1873-1934).
20. An analytic or interpretive literary com-
position.
22. Coffee trees.
24. Board a plane.
26. A lipoprotein that transports cholesterol
in the blood.
27. (Norse mythology) Goddess of old age
who defeated Thor in a wrestling match.
29. Type genus of the Tupaia.
32. A metallic element having four allotropic
forms.
33. A pair of shoes with cleats on the soles.
38. The month following March and preced-
ing May.
39. A system of one or more computers and
associated software with common storage.
42. The compass point midway between
south and southeast.
43. Flower arrangement consisting of a circu-
lar band of foliage or flowers for ornamental
purposes.
45. To make a mistake or be incorrect.
46. Free from risk or danger.
48. (computer science) A read-only memory
chip that can be erased by ultraviolet light
and programmed again with new data.
52. Either of two large African antelopes of
the genus Taurotragus having short spirally
twisted horns in both sexes.
54. A restraint used to slow or stop a vehicle.
55. (Islam) The man who leads prayers in a
mosque.
56. The mints.
58. An ancient city of Sumer located on a for-
mer channel of the Euphrates River.
59. A silvery soft waxy metallic element of
the alkali metal group.
60. Any high mountain.
61. A cloth having a crisscross design.
64. An intensely radioactive metallic element
that occurs in minute amounts in uranium
ores.
66. (Babylonian) The chief Babylonian god.
69. Bottle that has a narrow neck.
72. Preserve a dead body.
74. Rice cooked in well-seasoned broth with
onions or celery and usually poultry or game
or shellfish and sometimes tomatoes.
77. Aircraft landing in bad weather in which
the pilot is talked down by ground control
using precision approach radar.
78. A plant hormone promoting elongation
of stems and roots.
79. Italian violinist (1782-1840).
81. A barrier constructed to contain the flow
or water or to keep out the sea.
82. A doctor's degree in theology.
83. Type of the Scolopacidae.
84. A loose sleeveless outer garment made
from aba cloth.

DOWN
1. A detailed description of design criteria for
a piece of work.
2. Large edible mackerel of temperate
United States coastal Atlantic waters.
3. Lacking or deprive of the sense of hearing
wholly or in part.
4. Tending or intended to rectify or improve.
5. An act of scaling by the use of ladders
(especially the walls of a fortification).
6. Hormone produced early in pregnancy by
the placenta.
7. Lacking external ears.
8. A constellation in the southern hemi-
sphere near Telescopium and Norma.
9. A rectangular piece of absorbent cloth (or
paper) for drying or wiping.
10. Angular distance above the horizon
(especially of a celestial object).
11. Relatively deep or strong.
12. Type genus of the Musaceae.
13. A strategically located monarchy on the
southern and eastern coasts of the Arabian
Peninsula.
14. The British system of withholding tax.
21. Having a smooth, gleaming surface.
23. The federal agency that insures residen-
tial mortgages.
25. Any of various minerals consisting of
hydrous silicates of aluminum or potassium
etc. that crystallize in forms that allow per-
fect cleavage into very thin leaves.
28. 16 ounces.
30. A city is east central Sweden north north-
west of Stockholm.
31. Manufactured in standard sizes to be
shipped and assembled elsewhere.
34. A digital display that uses liquid crystal
cells that change reflectivity in an applied
electric field.
35. At right angles to the length of a ship or
airplane.
36. A traditional Moslem headdress consist-
ing of a long scarf wrapped around the head.
37. Abnormally enlarged thyroid gland.
40. Having sections or patches colored dif-
ferently and usually brightly.
41. A device providing a connection
between a power source and a user.
44. A self-funded retirement plan that allows
you to contribute a limited yearly sum
toward your retirement.
47. Something that baffles understanding
and cannot be explained.
49. Of an inactive stage in the development
of some insects, between the larval and the
pupal stages.
50. Common black European thrush.
53. An official prosecutor for a judicial dis-
trict.
57. Covered with paving material.
62. A linguistic element added to a word to
produce an inflected or derived form v 1.
63. (Irish) Chief god of the Tuatha De
Danann.
65. A woman hired to suckle a child of some-
one else.
67. A large mountain system in south-central
Europe.
68. Obtained from various tropical plants.
70. Someone who works (or provides work-
ers) during a strike.
71. God of love and erotic desire.
73. Having undesirable or negative qualities.
75. Fleshy folds of tissue as those surround-
ing the mouth.
76. (Irish) Mother of the ancient Irish gods.
80. Functioning correctly and ready for
action.

Yesterday’s Solution

Yesterday’s Solution

Yesterday’s Solution

WORD SEARCH PUZZLE

34s t a r s

Daily SuDoku

You may be bored with your daily routine and itching to sail off into
uncharted waters. Go for it! Others may try to discourage you, but their

advice will probably go unheeded. You know there may be risks, but you are not afraid.
Whatever happens, you may discover things about yourself that even you did not know-it
could be exciting. A friend or relative may challenge you on a very sensitive issue later and
at the least the conversation could be intense. The good thing about today is that there
are other things on your mind and any disagreements or debates will end fairly quickly. As
you understand a situation better, you will be able to express yourself better; patience.
This evening may be a good time to just relax with a good meal and music. 

The more you read about time travel, the more absorbed you may become.
The zoo would be a place you might consider visiting. Checking out what the

animals do in a different season and what exhibits are available in each season may be a
lot of fun, particularly with friends or family. This may be a place where you think again
about time travel. If the zoo is set up well, the animals may not even realize you are watch-
ing. A thought of how you would view others in the past or future may be a fun conversa-
tion. Writing a short story from the animals’ point of view might be fun or if you wanted to
get deeper into the subject of time travel, research at your library might be interesting.
Have a camera handy for the day. 
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Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists
Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444
Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222
Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171
Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999
Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700
Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223
Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)
Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510
Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660
Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478
Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996
Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988
Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166
Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners
Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123
Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312
Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920
Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465
Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528
Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781
Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists
Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534
Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955
Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660
Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120
Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan                                  22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

DrAdrian arbe                                   23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin                       2572-6666 ext 8321

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan                              22655539

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami                  25343406

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly                                  25739272

Dr. Salem soso                                                  22618787

General Surgeons

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer                          22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher             25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart

Dr. Adnan Ebil                                                   22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada                                      22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan                              25728004

Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra                                  25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub                                    24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani                                25654300/3

Paediatricians

Dr. Khaled Hamadi                              25665898

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed                         25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard                             25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar                                   22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof                                  25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare                                  23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew                        24334282

Dermatology

Dr. Mohammed Salam 
Bern University                                      23845955

Dentists

Dr Anil Thomas                                       3729596/3729581

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar                          22641071/2

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed                     22562226

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer                       22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan                              22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash             22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan             25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari                              25620111

Neurologists

Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri         25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan                     25345875

Gastrologists

Dr. Sami Aman                                        22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly         25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali                 22633135

Endocrinologist

     Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman 25339330

     Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

     Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924

Physiotherapists & VD

     Dr. Deyaa Shehab 25722291

     Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees 22666288

Rheumatologists:

     Dr. Adel Al-Awadi 25330060

     Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah 25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart

     DR.Mohammes Akkad           24555050 Ext 210

     Dr. Mohammad Zubaid
     MB, ChB, FRCPC, PACC
     Assistant Professor Of Medicine
     Head, Division of Cardiology
     Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital 25339667

Consultant Cardiologist

     Dr. Farida Al-Habib          2611555-2622555
     MD, PH.D, FACC
     Inaya German Medical Center
     Te: 2575077
     Fax: 25723123

Soor Center
Tel: 2290-1677
Fax: 2290 1688

info@soorcenter.com
www.soorcenter.com

Psychologists
/Psychotherapists

PRIVATE CLINICS

William Schuilenberg, RPC 2290-1677
Zaina Al Zabin, M.Sc. 2290-1677

Kaizen center
25716707

Noor Clinic
23845955

INTERNATIONAL
CALLS

Afghanistan 0093

Albania 00355

Algeria 00213

Andorra 00376

Angola 00244

Anguilla 001264

Antiga 001268

Argentina 0054

Armenia 00374

Australia 0061

Austria 0043

Bahamas 001242

Bahrain 00973

Bangladesh 00880

Barbados 001246

Belarus 00375

Belgium 0032

Belize 00501

Benin 00229

Bermuda 001441

Bhutan 00975

Bolivia 00591

Bosnia 00387

Botswana 00267

Brazil 0055

Brunei 00673

Bulgaria 00359

Burkina 00226

Burundi 00257

Cambodia 00855

Cameroon 00237

Canada 001

Cape Verde 00238

Cayman Islands 001345

Central African 00236

Chad 00235

Chile 0056

China 0086

Colombia 0057

Comoros 00269

Congo 00242

Cook Islands 00682

Costa Rica 00506

Croatia 00385

Cuba 0053

Cyprus 00357

Cyprus (Northern) 0090392

Czech Republic 00420

Denmark 0045

Diego Garcia 00246

Djibouti 00253

Dominica 001767

Dominican Republic 001809

Ecuador 00593

Egypt 0020

El Salvador 00503

England (UK) 0044

Equatorial Guinea 00240

Eritrea 00291

Estonia 00372

Ethiopia 00251

Falkland Islands 00500

Faroe Islands 00298

Fiji 00679

Finland 00358

France 0033

French Guiana 00594

French Polynesia 00689

Gabon 00241

Gambia 00220

Georgia 00995

Germany 0049

Ghana 00233

Gibraltar 00350

Greece 0030

Greenland 00299

Grenada 001473

Guadeloupe 00590

Guam 001671

Guatemala 00502

Guinea 00224

Guyana 00592

Haiti 00509

Holland (Netherlands) 0031

Honduras 00504

Hong Kong 00852

Hungary 0036

Ibiza (Spain) 0034

Iceland 00354

India 0091

Indian Ocean 00873

Indonesia 0062

Iran 0098

Iraq 00964

Ireland 00353

Italy 0039

Ivory Coast 00225

Jamaica 001876

Japan 0081

Jordan 00962

Kazakhstan 007

Kenya 00254

Kiribati 00686

Kuwait 00965

Kyrgyzstan 00996

Laos 00856

Latvia 00371

Lebanon 00961

Liberia 00231

Libya 00218

Lithuania 00370

Luxembourg 00352

Macau 00853

Macedonia 00389

Madagascar 00261

Majorca 0034

Malawi 00265

Malaysia 0060

Maldives 00960

Mali 00223

Malta 00356

Marshall Islands 00692

Martinique 00596

Mauritania 00222

Mauritius 00230

Mayotte 00269

Mexico 0052

Micronesia 00691

Moldova 00373

Monaco 00377

Mongolia 00976

Montserrat 001664

Morocco 00212

Mozambique 00258

Myanmar (Burma) 0095

Namibia 00264

Nepal 00977

Netherlands 0031

Netherlands Antilles 00599

New Caledonia 00687

New Zealand 0064

Nicaragua 00505

Nigar 00227

Nigeria 00234

Niue 00683

Norfolk Island 00672

N. Ireland (UK) 0044

North Korea 00850

Norway 0047

Oman 00968

Pakistan 0092

Palau 00680

Panama 00507

Papua New Guinea 00675

Paraguay 00595

Peru 0051

Philippines 0063

Poland 0048

Portugal 00351

Puerto Rico 001787

Qatar 00974

Romania 0040

Russian Federation 007

Rwanda 00250

Saint Helena 00290

Saint Kitts 001869

Saint Lucia 001758

Saint Pierre 00508

Saint Vincent 001784

Samoa US 00684

Samoa West 00685

San Marino 00378

Sao Tone 00239

Saudi Arabia 00966

Scotland (UK) 0044

Senegal 00221

Seychelles 00284

Sierra Leone 00232

Singapore 0065

Slovakia 00421

Slovenia 00386

Solomon Islands 00677

Somalia 00252

South Africa 0027

South Korea 0082

Spain 0034

Sri Lanka 0094

Sudan 00249

Suriname 00597

Swaziland 00268

Sweden 0046

Switzerland 0041

Syria 00963

Serbia 00381

Taiwan 00886

Tanzania 00255

Thailand 0066

Toga 00228

Tonga 00676

Tokelau 00690

Trinidad 001868

Tunisia 00216

Turkey 0090

Tuvalu 00688

Uganda 00256

Ukraine 00380

United Arab Emirates 00976

United Kingdom 0044

Uruguay 00598

USA 001

Uzbekistan 00998

Vanuatu 00678

Venezuela 00582

Vietnam 0084

Virgin Islands UK 001284

Virgin Islands US 001340

Wales (UK) 0044

Yemen 00967

Yugoslavia 00381

Zambia 00260

Zimbabwe 00263
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The ‘Heart Wants What It Wants’ hitmaker, who split from the 20-year-old star in October after almost
five years of dating, is reportedly still struggling to adjust to not talking to him every day.  A source
said: “He’s been one of her best friends for so long. She went from talking to him every day and get-

ting his advice on everything to just nothing. It’s almost like she’s dealing with a death because their con-
nection was so intense.” The 22-year-old beauty recently enjoyed a New Year’s trip to Dubai with a large
group of friends, including Kendall Jenner and Cody Simpson, but is still pining after he ex-boyfriend.  The
insider told gossip website HollywoodLife.com: “She’s doing her best to stay positive and happy but her
heart is still very broken. “Just because she’s having fun and partying with her friends it’s not like she’s just
over Justin, it’s really really hard.” Selena recently admitted she will always have feeling for Justin, who is
rumoured to have moved on with Hailey Baldwin, 18. She said: “I support him. I think I always will. I’m
upset when he’s upset, I’m happy when he’s happy. I don’t want anything to ever happen to him bad. It
hurts me. That’s all.”

Selena Gomez misses her 
friendship with Bieber

The 31-year-old star discovered she had been nominated for the presti-
gious award for her portrayal of Stephen Hawking’s first wife, Jane
Wilde Hawking, in ‘The Theory of Everything’ at midnight as she is cur-

rently in Los Angeles ahead of the Golden Globes today,  and she was
amazed by the news. She is quoted by the BBC as saying: “I’ve been running
round my hotel room screaming. “It’s midnight here. We’re just about to go
to bed, but we’ve all been emailing each other and exclaiming with excite-
ment. “I’m looking forward to celebrating with a glass of champagne and
Skyping my family.” The brunette beauty faces stiff competition from Gone
Girl’s Rosamund Pike, Reese Witherspoon (‘Wild’), Julianne Moore (‘Still
Alice’) and Amy Adams (‘Big Eyes’), but she is just happy to have got a nod in
such a strong category. She added: “I feel very lucky to be in such remark-
able company. I’ve watched those performances and I feel like they’re very
exciting for women in film because they are all revolutionary performances.”
Felicity’s co-star Eddie Redmayne, who plays Stephen Hawking in the
movie, is up for the Leading Actor prize, and he paid tribute to the film’s
director James Marsh for the success of the movie, which received 10 nomi-
nations. He said: “James Marsh our director got such an amazing group of
people. It was a passion project for everyone so the fact it has been nomi-
nated for so many things is a testament to him.” Eddie’s competition in the
category includes Benedict Cumberbatch for his main role in ‘The Imitation
Game’, but he insists there is no rivalry between the pair. 

Felicity Jones ‘ran around 
her hotel room screaming’

Lena Dunham thinks 
Taylor Swift is ‘the most 

iconic performer’ 

The ‘Les Miserables’ actor attended the prestigious boarding school Eton College in
Berkshire with the Duke of Cambridge as a youngster, and recalled feeling sympa-
thetic for him because the students all wanted to tackle him when playing the

contact sport.  He explained: “We were on the same rugby team at Eton College.  “I
always felt slightly sorry for him because everyone wanted to tackle the future king of
England. He took all the hits.” The 33-year-old actor has previously spoken about his roy-
al connection - with whom he was a member of elite group, the Eton Society - by admit-
ting he didn’t share his passion for music and drama. While the handsome star was
being trained as a chorister, the 32-year-old father-of-one concentrated on his studies as
well as captaining his house football team and playing water polo.  He joked: “I don’t
think singing was his thing.” Despite their differences, Eddie - who has been tipped for
Bafta Award glory for his portrayal of Stephen Hawking in ‘The Theory of Everything’ -
praised the Duchess of Cambridge’s husband.  He told Glamour magazine: “He’s a won-
derful man.”

Eddie Redmayne claims everyone wanted to
tackle Prince William when playing rugby 

The 33-year-old Oscar and Grammy winner will play
Shug Avery in the revival of the musical, which will be
co-produced by Oprah Winfrey, later this year.

Organisers for the production announced the ‘Spotlight’
hitmaker will take to the stage in New York City for the first
time next autumn. Sources told the New York Post that
Oprah, who starred in the 1985 film adaptation of the
musical, personally called Jennifer to ask her to star in the
show.  The ‘Dreamgirls’ actress has been eager to star on
Broadway for several years and recently admitted she
wants to add a Tony award and an Emmy award to her col-
lection.  She said: “I would love to do theatre and television.
“I should get two more dogs. I got a dog and I named it
Oscar and then I won my Oscar. And then I got a dog and
named it Grammy and then I won my Grammy.  “So I think I
should get some dogs and name them Emmy and Tony -
and it’ll give me good luck and I’ll win ... [They’re] like my
good luck charms.”

Michael Keaton thinks his 
younger self was ‘crazy’

The outspoken rapper insists one personality is
“not enough” so she tries to express herself
though different guises, each with their own

character traits. She explained: “One personality is not
enough for me. I need to express myself through alter-
nate fictitious mouthpieces. “Sometimes I’m Yung
Rapunxel who is vivacious and feisty. Then another day
I might be Little Bambi, who is sexy and likes to show
her bits but doesn’t want to be touched.  “Finally I have
Mariposa, which is the Spanish word for butterfly. My
mum worked late when I was a kid so I was raised by
Dominican babysitters and they gave me the name. It
means I am flighty and delicate.” Azealia has a number
of pets but her guinea pig in particular doesn’t get on
with her other animals. She told Q magazine: “Kanye is
my guinea pig. He’s got a bit of an attitude and my two
cats are always trying to take him out. He antagonises
them through the bars of the cage.  “One day he’ll be
lunch unless he realises his position in the food chain is
much lower than a cat’s.”

Azealia Banks has 
three alter egos

Jennifer Hudson
set to make her 

Broadway debut

The ‘Girls’ creator and star would let the ‘Blank
Space’ hitmaker kill her character, Hannah
Horvath, if she agreed to make an appear-

ance on the show, but she admits the 25-year-old
singer is too busy “taking over the world.” Asked if
the blonde beauty will ever make a cameo, the 28-
year-old star told Entertainment Weekly magazine:
“That would be the greatest thing of all time. She’s
a little busy taking over the world right now. I once
read this thing online that was like, ‘Lena doesn’t
think Taylor is a good enough actress.’ Taylor is an
incredible actor, she’s the most iconic performer of
her generation, and she’s also one of my best
friends. If she wanted to come murder my charac-
ter on the show, I’d let her. She can do anything she
wants.” The ‘Shake It Off’ hitmaker previously called
Lena and Lorde the “most important” people in her
life.

She said: “They are the most important things to
me right now. Ella and Lena both represent the
type of woman I want to be. Ella and I might be in
the same job but we don’t see each other as any-
thing but two female friends. “The type of girls I
hang out with are strong and know their own
mind. But we don’t see each other that often as we
work so hard. But when we get together it’s worth
the wait.”

The ‘Birdman’ star - who worked as a cameraman at Pittsburgh television station WQED before landing minor roles
and deciding to relocate to California admits it was a daunting prospect but he is now proud of himself for finding
the courage to make the move with hardly any money and nowhere to live. When asked how he found the courage

to move to Hollywood, he said: “No f**king idea. When I look back at it now ... first of all, I pat myself on the back for doing
it. But the other part of me is like, ‘What was he thinking? He’s so crazy.’ I can’t remember the exact amount of money I
had, but I know it was under $300 that I’d saved. Almost all of it was gone once I bought an airline ticket.”

The 63-year-old actor had origi-
nally planned to move to New York
before he was advised to try his luck
on the west coast as there were
more acting opportunities. He
explained: “One guy who was
already making a living as a comedy
writer - I was moving to New York -
and he said to me, ‘You should
come and try LA out. It’s wide open.’
“Michael - who was recently nomi-
nated for a Screen Actors Guild
Award and Golden Globe for his
role in ‘Birdman’ - had a rocky start
to his career and admitted to trying
out “a zillion jobs” after dropping
out of college before making a
name for himself in movies. He told
Prestige Hong Kong magazine: “I
dropped out to make money, then
went back and then dropped out to
make money again because I could-
n’t afford my tuition. I dropped out
to get a job. I was working for a sur-
vey crew. Work on the roads with
road crews. I had a zillion jobs. I
shovelled asphalt off the back of a
truck, drove a cab. I did a ton of
stuff. My brother gave me a little
part-time job selling building mate-
rials on construction sites, so I did
that.” Michael Keaton was speaking
to Joe Yogerst at Prestige Hong
Kong magazine.
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Kim Kardashian admits she is 
struggling to get pregnant again

The ‘Keeping Up with the Kardashians’ star, who has 18-month-
old daughter North with rapper husband Kanye West, is des-
perate to have another baby, but says “it’s been more chal-

lenging” than she thought it would be. The brunette beauty said:
“It’s been more challenging to get pregnant the second time
around.” Kim’s battle to conceive will be documented on the
upcoming series of her family’s reality TV show. She also told
MailOnline at the E! International Press Junket in Los Angeles on
Friday (09.01.15): “When you’re not planning it, it happens. It’s just
how God works.  “And when you want it so bad, it’s not happen-
ing...” The star previously called North her “miracle baby” as doctors
once told her she might never be able to get pregnant. She told the
January issue of Elle magazine: “A few years ago I was told I could
never get pregnant. Three different doctors told me the same thing,
which is why I wanted to have my eggs frozen. I was just about to
do that when I found out I was pregnant with North.” The 34-year-
old star was forced to deny rumours she was pregnant again last
month, shortly after her older sister Kourtney Kardashian gave birth
to her third child, Reign, with boyfriend Scott Disick. The couple
also have daughter Penelope, two, and son Mason, five.

Budding DJ Connor Cruise, who was adopted by the actress and ex-husband Tom Cruise, has reported-
ly reached out to the ‘American Idol’ judge, as he wants to remix one of the country singer’s songs. A
source said: “Connor felt like he never had the chance to connect with Keith; this is the perfect oppor-

tunity. “Keith was shocked, but more than anything, he was flattered.” Oscar winner Nicole, who has adopt-
ed daughter Isabella, 22, with Tom and daughters Sunday, six, and Faith, four, with Keith, is thrilled that
Connor is forming a bond with his stepfather. The insider said: “Family is everything to Nicole, and she’s
always wanted her son and Keith to have more of a bond. The 46-year-old beauty has encouraged Keith to
show his support even if he doesn’t like the remix. The source added to US OK! magazine: “Nicole keeps say-
ing he just has to go with it.” It was previously claimed that Connor, 19, and aspiring artist Isabella had a
strained relationship with their mother because of their ties to the Church of Scientology and Nicole admit-
ted a few years ago that they had stopped calling her “mom”. Speaking in 2007, she said: “My kids don’t call
me mommy, they don’t even call me mom. They call me Nicole, which I hate and tell them off for it.” But DJ
Connor insisted last March that he had a “solid” relationship with the actress. He said: “I love my mum. I
don’t care what people say. I know that me and mum are solid. I love her a lot. My family means everything.
Yeah, I love my music, but the family comes before everything else.”

Nicole Kidman’s son wants 
to work with Keith Urban

The ‘Fury’ star, who has six children, Maddox, 13, Pax, 11, Zahara, nine, Shiloh, eight,
and six-year-old twins Knox and Vivienne, with wife Angelina Jolie, got his family
involved in building an organic vegetable patch and irrigation system at their home

in Los Angeles, as he wants them to be aware of where their food comes from. A source
told US OK! magazine: “He spent hours outside with the kids, showing them how to do
things. “It’s incredible how he managed to juggle his crazy work schedule with being a
father. He’s constantly coming up with new games and projects for them. “Brad had a very
simple childhood in Missouri, so he’s determined to raise strong, emotionally sound kids
who aren’t caught up in the crazy, vain world he and Angie live in.” The 51-year-old actor
admitted last year that he loves being a farmer since buying a French winery, Miraval, in
2012. He said at the time: “I’m a farmer now. I love learning about the land and which field
is most suitable for which grape, the drama of September and October ... I enjoy cleaning
the forest and walking the land. [It is] the antithesis of the drive, the want, the need to get
ahead indicative of life in Hollywood.”

The couple - who dated on and off following Katy’s divorce from husband Russell
Brand in 2012 - announced their separation in February 2014, but are believed to
have rekindled their romance after being spotted having a romantic meal at

Hollywood hotspot Tower Bar on Thursday, their second in one week. One diner said:
“Katy Perry and John Mayer walked in together, arm in arm, and the whole room literal-
ly fell silent. “Even Dimitri Dimitrov-Hollywood’s most famous maitre d’, who has seen
everything-and Sunset Tower owner Jeff Klein both stopped mid-sentence when John
and Katy arrived, as if they wanted to announce to everyone in Hollywood they are
back together.” Other shocked onlookers at the prestigious restaurant included super-
model Naomi Campbell, actresses Scarlett Johansson and Reese Witherspoon, rapper
Kid Cudi and ‘American Sniper’ director, Clint Eastwood. The 30-year-old pop sensation
was believed to be dating super-producer Diplo, but rumours she had reconciled with
the ‘Paper Doll’ hitmaker emerged earlier this week when she was once again spotted
dining with the star at a friend’s house in Beverly Hills, California, with the 37-year-old
singer spending the night at Katy’s home. The pair - who previously duetted on a track
titled ‘Who You Love’, released in December 2013 - reportedly spent the night together
following the meal with pals last weekend, with John not leaving the ‘Roar’ singer’s
home until 4pm the following day.

Katy Perry and John Mayer 
believed to be dating again

The former JLS member married Rochelle Humes in 2012
and is always trying to keep the spark of their relation-
ship alive with romantic gestures because he would be

horrified if their 20-month-old daughter Alaia-Mai had parents
who were no longer together.  He said: “We have a child now,
which is wonderful, but that does change everything.  “So we
still make sure we do things now that we did when we were
just dating to keep things fresh. “I wouldn’t ever want Alaia to
come from a split home, but unless you keep things moving
forward in your relationship, that can happen.” The 29-year-old
hunk - who co-hosts BBC singing competition ‘The Voice UK’ -
explained he enjoys treating the Saturdays band member to a
home-cooked meal every morning and said they often
exchange presents to remind each other of their love. He con-
tinued: “I like to think I’m romantic... I’m probably a bit more
soppy than Rochelle. I cook her breakfast every day. I’m talk-
ing proper, proper breakfast, not just toast and beans. And we
always buy each other little gifts, go on little trips together.
“We actually had this conversation when we went to Paris a
few weeks ago about the importance of keeping that other
element of your relationship alive. 

Marvin Humes works 
hard at his marriage 

The ‘Blank Space’ hitmaker does-
n’t worry about people think-
ing she is cool and is more con-

cerned about her personality than
her appearance.  She said: “Everyone
has priorities. Being looked at as
sexy? Not really on my radar. But I
really hope people think I’m nice. “I
don’t care if seeming nice is cool. I’m
not focused on being cool and I nev-
er have been.” When she isn’t work-
ing, Taylor admits her life isn’t very
glamorous and she loves nothing
more than watching TV with her cats.

She added: “All I do when I’m not
doing shows or interviews is watch
TV. I’m a bit of a shut-in who stays
inside and watches TV and hangs out
with my cats.  “In life, cats always
bring a smile to my face.” The ‘Shake It
Off’ singer - who has previously dat-
ed stars including Harry Styles, Jake
Gyllenhaal and John Mayer - is cur-
rently happy being single and has no
desire to give up her independence
and start a new relationship. She
said: “I feel like watching my dating
life has become a bit of a national
pastime. “Female friendship is more
important to me than romance, with-
out a doubt. I love how happy I am
now. I’m not lonely. “I’ve been with
myself for so long, I like it. I’m not
willing to give that independence up
for anyone.” When she does start dat-
ing again, the blonde beauty wants a
man who can make her laugh. She
told TOTP magazine: “To get through
stuff you need humour. You have to
be able to make a joke. If someone
thinks you’re funny and you think
they are, you can base a whole rela-
tionship on that.”

Taylor Swift would 
rather be nice than sexy

Brad Pitt teaching his children 
how to grow their own vegetables

The ‘Foxcatcher’ actor began romancing his ‘Step Up’ co-star when they worked on
2006 movie ‘Step Up’ and though they didn’t tie the knot until three years later, by
that point it was just a legal move which made no difference to their feelings for

one another. Channing said: “We wore promise rings within the first year. We were
already married in our heads and our hearts. “I like saying, ‘my wife’. It feels good to me. I
feel grown up.” The 34-year-old actor has 19-month-old daughter Everly with Jenna and
doesn’t want to be a “controlling” father. He said: “I don’t want to be a controlling father. I
know that’s a dangerous weapon, in a way, to give children too much freedom. You have
to let them live, let them grow.” The ‘Magic Mike’ hunk is close to his sister Paige and says
she has taught him a lot about being a man. He said: “[Through my mother and sister] I
learned what a man is through a woman’s eyes. “My sister was a huge part of my life.
How she would see men was really clear to me. I got to see it through her eyes and
understand what was expected from me, even from my sister.”

Channing Tatum felt married 
to Jenna Dewan Tatum



SUNDAY, JANUARY 11, 2015

l if e s t y l e

Adreamy video performance that explores Korean
identity and an opera that dramatizes a disabled
boy’s plight through puppets are premiering in New

York as part of the latest Prototype festival.
Prototype, launched in 2013 to showcase experimental

opera and other new theater, opened Thursday with a star
provocatrice-grunge rock icon Courtney Love.

The Hole singer, who has played in films for the past 30
years, made her theatrical debut in a production of Todd
Almond’s “Kansas City Choir Boy,” a musical tale of two
lovers in search of each other in the American Midwest.

Here are profiles of the two world premieres at
Prototype, which runs through January 17:

‘Sunken Cathedral’ 
Cathedrals are often said to symbolize the human body

in their architecture. In “Sunken Cathedral,” soprano and
composer Bora Yoon takes the metaphor to another level,
exploring each room of the cathedral as if it were part of
the human body.

“It’s like you know there’s an uncomfortable room with
all those locked things. Do you really want to go down to
the basement?” Yoon told AFP.

The performance is based on Yoon’s album by the same
title and is adapted to the stage with a dream-like video
projection, designed by Adam Larsen, which starts with
images of cathedrals but turns them inside-out to blur the
distinction between real-life and a hazy subconscious.

“I wanted to create a show that really tapped into that

vertical space of right when you wake up, and when you
dream - that powerful language of your subconscious,” said
Yoon, who regularly jots down recollections from her
dreams.

“Sunken Cathedral”-the title is an allusion to French
composer Claude Debussy-plays on Christian architecture,
but the concept of training the mind to block out resist-
ance is central to Buddhist philosophy.

Yoon, who was raised in the Chicago area, in her earlier
work used mobile telephones and other everyday objects
to create music. She recently began to research more thor-
oughly the ancient musical traditions in her parents’ native
Korea and, for the live version of “Sunken Cathedral,” incor-
porated Korean drums.

She was startled to notice similarities between the
Korean traditional music and her own modern work, spark-
ing her interest in epigenetics-the field of seeing how cer-
tain traits can be passed along through generations.

Yoon had earlier fought not to be pigeon-holed as a
Korean American composer but discovered that, “without
even realizing it, your blood could speak louder than your
will.” Hence she believes that the binaries about Korea-the
clash between the modern and the ancient, or even the
North-South divide-became another subtext in “Sunken
Cathedral.”

“I thought this was just going to be a whimsical, surreal-
ist show combining art, design and music. Instead, it’s
almost like the Korean identity play I never set out to
make,” she said with a laugh.

Korean-born artist Vong Pak during a dress rehearsal for the opera “Sunken Cathedral”. During the perform-
ance, Yoon explores each room of the cathedral as if it were part of the human body. “Sunken Cathedral,” an
exploration on the subconscious and cultural identity, incorporates voice, electronics and instruments from
various cultures, including drums from Yoon’s Korean heritage. The music is accompanied by a video per-
formance that uses the metaphor of architecture. — AFP photos

Korean-American composer and sound artist Bora Yoon sings during a dress rehearsal for the opera “Sunken
Cathedral” in New York. 

Courtney Love, puppets and 

Korean identity at NY opera fest

‘The Scarlet Ibis’ 
As they set out to write a new opera, composer Stefan

Weisman and librettist David Cote remembered reading
“The Scarlet Ibis,” the 1960 short story by James Hurst
about a boy with a disability in the American South who
struggles to handle a domineering, macho brother.

“I read it when I was a teenager, and it stuck with me. I
think it was probably the first piece of art that made me
cry,” Weisman told AFP. “For me, what makes opera work is
that it’s so good at bringing out emotions.”

Presenting both a challenge and an opportunity, the
short story-which frequently appears in literary antholo-
gies for US schools-leaves many details undefined, includ-
ing the exact nature of the disability of the tragic lead char-
acter, Doodle, who is belittled by his brother as a “sissy.”

In the opera, Doodle stands singularly apart from the
rest-he appears as a puppet. He is sung by Eric Brenner, a
countertenor, in the operatic tradition of using men with
high ranges for dramatic effect.

“I wanted him to be ethereal,” Weisman said of Doodle.
When they began to work on the opera, Weisman and

Hurst reached out to Hurst. They discovered that the
author, living in North Carolina in relative obscurity, had
aspired to be an opera singer and was exhilarated that his
story would go on stage.

“I spoke to him a couple of times, and he was such a
character. It felt like talking to Tennessee Williams or
Truman Capote-a Southern gentleman with a dry sense of
humor,” Cote said.

“He talked about how the story was inspired by his
childhood sadness-he had a fraught relationship with his
brother,” he said.

Weisman shared the music with the author by CD
before Hurst died in October 2013 at age 91.

“ The one regret I have is the time that we took,”
Weisman said. “I just wish we could have finished it one
year sooner, but we certainly know he was excited and
supportive.” — AFP

During the performance, Yoon explores each room of the cathedral as if it were part of the human body. 

Korean-American composer and sound artist Bora Yoon (L) sings as
Korean-born Vong Pak plays the drum during a dress rehearsal for the
opera “Sunken Cathedral”. 

Bora Yoon (R) sings as Korean-born Vong Pak listens during a dress rehearsal for the opera “Sunken Cathedral”.

Soprano Hai-Ting Chinn (L) stares
at countertenor Eric S. Brenner,

who is holding a puppet, at a
rehearsal in New York.
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Francesco Rosi, an Italian director whose gritty
films offered a socially charged look into the
country’s underworld of crime and corrup-

tion, died on Saturday at age 92, officials said.
Rosi was born and raised in a middle-class

home in Naples, a city long infested by mafia and
graft, and later moved to Rome, where he died, the
mayor and culture minister said in a statement. The
cause of death was not given.

“With Rosi we lose a master, a man of culture, a
lucid eye with a great commitment to civil society,”
Rome Mayor Ignazio Marino said.

Inspired by Italy’s post-World War Two neo-real-
ist filmmakers, some of Rosi’s best movies delved
into the stories of real people entangled in shad-
owy webs of power that ultimately led to their
demise.

“Salvatore Giuliano” (1962), for example, was
about a flamboyant Sicilian bandit said to have
been killed in 1950 either by police or a fellow
mobster. “The Mattei Affair” (1972) was about oil

executive Enrico Mattei who died when his plane
crashed in mysterious circumstances in 1962.

“The Mattei Affair” won the top prize at the
Cannes Film Festival in 1972. Rosi also won the
Golden Lion at the Venice in 1963 for “Hands over
the City”, a drama about political corruption in
Naples.

At the beginning of “Hands over the City”, Rosi
describes his cinematic approach on screen, as
words appear overlayed on panoramic images of
the city below, reading: “The people and facts in
this narrative are imaginary, but the social and
environmental reality that produces them is
authentic.”

American actor Rod Steiger played a leading
role in “Hands over the City”, and Sophia Loren and
Omar Sharif were stars in Rosi’s 1967 film “More
Than a Miracle”, a fairy-tale story of romance that
diverged from his more serious work.

Rosi’s politically hued films resonated deeply in
Italy during the 1970s, when the country was torn

by rightist and leftist violence - the so-called “Years
of Lead”. He was awarded a second Golden Lion in
Venice in 2012 for his career contribution to cine-
ma.

“His work has influenced generations of film-
makers around the world for its method, style,
moral severity and the ability to bring urgent social
issues onto the screen,” Venice artistic director
Alberto Barbera said of Rosi at the time. — Reuters

Rosi, who explored Italy’s dark side, dead at 92

Samuel Goldwyn Jr., the son of
a fiercely independent-mind-
ed Hollywood mogul and the

producer of many independent
films in his own right including
“Mystic Pizza” and studio hits
including “Master and Commander,”
died Friday at Cedars-Sinai Medical
Center in Los Angeles. He was 88.
His son John Goldwyn told the New
York Times he died of congestive
heart failure.

Goldwyn Jr. received his final
credit as a producer, together with
son John and others, on Fox’s long-
gestating remake of the Goldwyn
Sr-produced classic “The Secret Life
of Walter Mitty,” starring and direct-
ed by Ben Stiller and released in
December 2013.

The courtly and soft-spoken
scion was known for shepherding
independent and foreign films and
got his start in documentary film-
making, in contrast to his brash
father, who made his way from a
youth of poverty in Poland to a
partner in MGM.

“I love it. If you don’t love this
business, don’t go near it. Don’t go
near it to get rich,” he told Britain’s
the Independent in 2004. “And just
remember, if you’re right 51 per
cent of the time in this business,
you’re a genius.”

As producer of the Peter Weir-
directed “Master and Commander:
The Far Side of the World” together
with Weir and Duncan Henderson,
Goldwyn Jr. shared that film’s Oscar
nomination for best picture in 2004.
(The film received a total of 10 nom-
inations and won two Oscars.)

His Samuel Goldwyn Company
was one of the most significant dis-
tributors of independent film dur-
ing the period in which they flour-
ished in the 1980s and 1990s.
Among the films the company
acquired and distributed were
David Lynch’s Palme d’Or winner
“Wild at Heart,” Jim Jarmusch’s
“Stranger Than Paradise,” Bill
Forsyth’s “Gregory’s Girl,” Alex Cox’s
“Sid and Nancy,” Stephen Frears’
“Prick Up Your Ears,” Robert
Townsend’s “Hollywood Shuffle,”
Charles Burnett’s “To Sleep With
Anger,” John Sayles’ “City of Hope,”
Ang Lee’s “The Wedding Banquet”
and Kenneth Branagh’s “Much Ado
About Nothing.”

After a failed merger and lawsuit
resulting from MGM’s acquisition of
the distributor, Goldwyn Jr.
relaunched his company as Samuel
Goldwyn Films in the early 2000s.
Though it was not nearly as active
as the earlier incarnation, the new
entity released indies such as “The
Squid and the Whale,” “2 Days in
Paris” and “Robot &amp; Frank.”

In a 2004 New York Times profile,
the tall, silver-haired Goldwyn was
described as resembling not so
much his father “as a combination
of Kirk Douglas and Paul Newman.”

But Goldwyn Jr. gloried in his
father’s achievements, eventually
returning to live as an adult in the
vast Beverly Hills estate built by his
father and tending to the library of
films. The films Samuel Goldwyn Sr.
produced, including “The Best Years
of Our Lives” and “Guys and Dolls,”
are handled by the Samuel
Goldwyn Jr. Family Trust and cur-
rently licensed to Warner Bros. for
US distribution.

Sam Goldwyn Sr. was one of the
pioneers of Hollywood, and his pro-

duction company, Goldwyn Pictures
Corp., became part of Metro-
Goldwyn-Mayer in 1924, but
Goldwyn Sr. had no involvement
with MGM and was independent of
the studio system after that.

Goldwyn Jr., however, did not
“trade on his father’s name,” Tom
Rothman, who began his career at
the Samuel Goldwyn Company, told
the New York Times.

Goldwyn Jr. grew up in Los
Angeles as a self-confessed
“Hollywood brat”-his mother was
actress Frances Howard, he attend-
ed his first Oscar ceremony at age
11 and worked in editing rooms
during summer vacation. He then
spent a long period away from Los
Angeles, attending prep school in
Colorado and the U. of Virginia.
After serving in the Army, he then
took a job in England working for J.
Arthur Rank, where he earned his
first film credit as associate produc-
er on the British crime thriller
“Good-Time Girl,” Diana Dors’ first
film, in 1948. Goldwyn Jr. rejoined
the military in 1950, where he pro-
duced and directed documentaries
for the staff of General Dwight D.
Eisenhower. Back in the U.S., he
worked under Edward R. Murrow at
CBS News and co-produced docu
series “Adventure.”

When the young Goldwyn
returned to Hollywood in the mid-
1950s, Goldwyn Sr.’s career was in
decline. In 1955 Goldwyn Jr.
launched his production company
Formosa Prods. (his father’s Samuel
Goldwyn Studio was located at the
corner of Santa Monica Boulevard
and Formosa Avenue) and pro-
duced his first film, uncredited, the
same year: the Robert Mitchum
Western “Man With the Gun.”

Via Formosa Prods. he also pro-
duced “The Sharkfighters” (1956),
“The Adventures of Huckleberry
Finn” (1960) and, in the early 1970s,
“Cotton Comes to Harlem” and
“Come Back, Charleston Blue.”
Goldwyn Jr. directed one film, “The
Young Lovers,” starring Peter Fonda
and Sharon Hugueny, in 1964.

In addition to his film work,
Goldwyn Jr. produced the Academy
Awards ceremony twice, in the late
1980s, winning an Emmy in 1988 for
his effort.

His family’s charitable contribu-
tions are evident throughout the
city: Samuel Goldwyn Foundation
sponsors the yearly Samuel
Goldwyn Writing Awards, created
the Samuel Goldwyn Foundation
Children’s Center day care facility,
built the Academy of Motion
Pictures theater and constructed
the Hollywood Public Library in
memory of Frances Howard
Goldwyn.

He was married twice, to writer
Peggy Elliott, with whom he had
two children, and to actress Jennifer
Howard, with whom he had four. He
is survived by three sons, producer
John; actor Tony and Peter, senior
VP of Samuel Goldwyn Films; and
three daughters Catherine, Frances
and Elizabeth; and nine grandchil-
dren. — Reuters

 

Samuel Goldwyn Jr.

dead at 88

Andrew Jackson: President. Hero. Rockstar. So
reads a billboard welcoming arrivals at the
Nashville International Airport, attempting

to lure them from the honky-tonks of downtown
Broadway to Jackson’s historic home called The
Hermitage a few miles to the east.

A new exhibit there encourages visitors to
remember that the man with the lofty forehead
and towering hair portrayed on the $20 bill had the
star power of an Elvis Presley or Kanye West back in
his day. It’s part of a broader makeover effort to
move Jackson’s image from a half-remembered
“Old Hickory” caricature to a man whose vision
changed the presidency and the nation and whose
legacy can still be felt today.

“Andrew Jackson, Born for a Storm” is the first
major content change to The Hermitage’s exhibi-
tion space in 25 years. Perhaps surprisingly, the
new exhibit is also the first at the historic home to
focus on Jackson and his legacy.

It comes at a time when The Hermitage hopes
to take advantage of a renewed interest in Jackson,
helped along by the Pulitzer Prize-winning biogra-
phy “American Lion” and Broadway rock musical
“Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson.”

New exhibit
Jackson, America’s seventh president, is often

remembered for his infamous campaign of Indian
removal. He pushed through the 1830 Indian
Removal Act, under which multiple tribes were
forced away from their land.

The “rock star” comparison might seem like a
stretch, but take this example: Jackson’s raucous
first inauguration was overrun by drunken well-
wishers who tore up the White House furniture.

Jackson himself had to escape from a window and
his supporters were only persuaded to leave when
they moved the alcohol-laced punch onto the
lawn.

“Jackson was the next great war hero after
George Washington. People really felt like he had
saved the country,” said Tony Guzzi, Hermitage vice
president of preservation who helped craft the
new exhibit. “They put his image on everything
from plates to pitchers to coins to you-name-it.”

The wild scene at the White House reflected
Jackson’s populist campaign for office in which he
vowed to take back the government from
Washington elites.

“The people really thought it was their govern-
ment, and their White House,” Guzzi explained.

Jackson’s presidency saw the closure of the
national bank and an unprecedented use of the
veto that many members of Congress criticized as
exceeding his authority. His time in office was also
known for the Petticoat Affair, a social catastrophe
that began when members of his household and
cabinet refused to socialize with the scandal-
plagued wife of War Secretary John Eaton. The situ-
ation escalated and led to the dissolution of nearly
Jackson’s entire cabinet.

But Jackson, an outsider who grew up on the
frontier, would never have become president if not
for the Battle of New Orleans, in which he won a
brilliant victory against the British at the close of
the War of 1812.

“The legacy of the battle is that Americans felt
Jackson had saved them from the British. That
launched the U.S. into an era of national pride,”
Guzzi said. “The big, important thing is it really
changed the way Americans felt about their coun-

try. They were more confident about the perma-
nency of the U.S., which was only a few decades
old.”

Honoured with swords
Jackson was honored with ceremonial swords,

medallions and gold presentation boxes, some of
which are on display at the exhibit that opens
Thursday to coincide with the battle’s 200th
anniversary.

The Hermitage has appointed some nationally
prominent figures to its new board of directors,
including “American Lion” author Jon Meacham.
And the name of the board itself has changed from
the quaint Ladies Hermitage Association to the sol-
id-sounding Andrew Jackson Foundation.

The association of ladies first took over the care
and maintenance of The Hermitage more than 125
years ago, when Jackson’s grandson still lived
there, and they have meticulously preserved origi-
nal furnishings, wallpaper, clothing - even a car-
riage. But luring tourists into the suburbs to see the
collection has been a challenge in recent years.

In the 1980s, The Hermitage was the third most-
visited presidential home behind Washington’s
Mount Vernon and Jefferson’s Monticello, said
Hermitage President and CEO Howard Kittell. But
visitation has fallen from a high of about 330,000 to
only about 185,000 this past fiscal year. The new
exhibit is an effort to “capitalize on what makes us
distinct,” he said. “It was Jackson.” — AP

Andrew Jackson home pushes 
7th president’s rock star image

President Andrew Jackson’s artifacts and history are displayed in the new “Andrew Jackson, Born for a Storm” exhibit on the grounds of
Jackson’s home in Hermitage, Tenn. — AP

In this Jan. 7, 2015 photo, The Hermitage, the home of President Andrew Jackson, is seen in Hermitage, Tenn. — AP photos

In this Jan. 7, 2015 photo, eyeglasses
belonging to President Andrew Jackson are
displayed in the new “Andrew Jackson, Born
for a Storm” exhibit in Hermitage, Tenn.

In this Jan. 7, 2015 photo, a carriage used by President Andrew Jackson is displayed in
Hermitage.

A picture taken on
August 31, 2012 in

Venice, shows Italian
director and screenwriter

Francesco Rosi holding
his Golden Lion for

Lifetime Achievement he
received during the 69th
Venice International Film

Festival. — AFP
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This picture provided by the Miss Universe Organization shows Julia Furdea, Miss Austria 2014; and Anissa Blondin, Miss Belgium 2014; taking a selfie at the Downtown Doral Park during the Miss Universe Welcome Event on
January 9, 2015. The Miss Universe contestants are touring, filming, rehearsing and preparing to compete for the DIC Crown in Doral-Miami. — AFP

The body which runs the Golden Globes is like David to the
Oscars’ Academy’s Goliath-but it punches above its
weight due to its marketing muscle and ability to put on

a great show. The Hollywood Foreign Press Association (HFPA)
was long dogged by scandals it lost its TV broadcast deal for
several years-but has pulled itself together in spectacular form
in recent years.  On Sunday night comic duo Tina Fey and Amy
Poehler will present the Globes for a third and final year, in
what organizers hope will continue its their ratings winning
streak. 

“I’m not very good at predictions but I can guarantee you
100 percent about Tiny Fey and Amy Poehler-they are tremen-
dous hosts,” Tom Nunan of the UCLA’s School of Theater, Film
and Television told AFP.  “The Golden Globes is traditionally a
much more amusing television program,” as opposed to the
“stodgy” Oscars, added Robert Thompson, a professor of pop
culture at Syracuse University. The Globes’ success is all the
more remarkable given the relatively small size of the HFPA. 

Founded in 1943, the body has only 90 journalist members
from 55 countries, compared to the 6,000-plus industry voters
of the prestigious Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences
(AMPAS), which organizers the Oscars.

Scandals 
Thompson said the Globes, broadcast in 192 countries, is

more influential because its ceremony is held while the
Academy’s members are still voting. Some 21 million TV view-
ers watched last year’s show, less than half of the Oscars’ 44 mil-

lion, but “any major award that comes first has some influence,”
he said.  Nunan highlighted the importance of the Globes for
TV shows-unlike the Oscars, the HFPA hands out prizes for the
small screen as well as the big screen.  “They are solely responsi-
ble for making ‘Veep’ the success it is,” he said, referring to the
comedy sitcom set in US vice-president’s White House office. 

But the Globes’ history is punctuated with scandals. “It was
not that long ago that the Golden Globes were considered a
kind of a joke,” said Nunan. In 1982 the starlet Pia Zadora raised
eyebrows everywhere by winning a newcomer Globe for her
role in “Butterfly.”

The prize was widely seen as repaying the generosity of her
billionaire husband Meshulam Riklis, who had treated HFPA
members to trips to Vegas and hosted lavish evenings in
Beverly Hills. In 1968, the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) admonished the NBC network accusing it of misleading
viewers about how Globes winners were chosen. The FCC also
alleged that the Globes blackmailed celebrities into turning up
at the show-thus boosting ratings and advertizing revenues-by
threatening that otherwise their prizes would go to someone
else.  After pulling the broadcast from 1968-1974, NBC resumed
airing the show, which airs at 5:00 pm Sunday (0100 GMT
Monday) live from the Beverly Hilton hotel in Beverly Hills.  The
prizes will be handed out by a galaxy of Hollywood stars,
including Jennifer Aniston, Bryan Cranston, Jane Fonda,
Harrison Ford, Jennifer Lopez, Gwyneth Paltrow and Matthew
McConaughey. — AFP

The 87th annual Academy Award nominations will be
unveiled in two parts on Jan. 15, Oscar producers
Craig Zadan and Neil Meron have announced. It’s the

first time that all 24 categories will be announced live.
“Star Wars” director J.J. Abrams and “Gravity” helmer

Alfonso Cuaron will announce the first batch of nominees
at 5:30 a.m. PT, while actor Chris Pine and Academy presi-
dent Cheryl Boone Isaacs will reveal the rest of the noms at
5:38 a.m. PT.

“Each of the three years we’ve produced the show, we
have attempted to refresh elements of the process and the
telecast,” said Zadan and Meron. “This year, we’re honored
to start a new tradition that celebrates the contributions of
all the nominees by announcing all 24 categories. We’re
thrilled that a distinguished actor and two world-class film
directors are part of the initial launch.”

Abrams and Cuaron will announce the following cate-
gories first: animated feature film, documentary feature,
documentary short subject, film editing, original song, pro-
duction design, animated short film, live-action short film,
sound editing, sound mixing and visual effects.

Minutes later, Pine and Boone Isaacs will reveal the
Oscar nominations for lead actor, lead actress, supporting
actor,  supporting actress, cinematography, costume
design, directing, foreign-language film, makeup and hair-
styling, original score, adapted screenplay, original screen-
play and best picture.

“We’re delighted to have Chris, Alfonso and J.J. partici-
pate in the excitement of nominations morning, 

which, for the first time, will highlight nominees in all
categories,” said Boone Isaacs in a statement.  “This new
approach enables the Academy to further recognize excel-
lence across our entire industry and underscore the full
spectrum of the arts and sciences of motion pictures.”

In an interview with Variety, Zadan spoke about how
the idea of making a full announcement actually dates
back to before he and Meron were producers on the show.
“I remember Neil and I would be up early the morning of
the nominations, we had nothing to do with the Oscars,
and we would be frustrated,” he said. “We’d say, ‘OK we
know those nominees, but what about the other nomi-
nees, and how many nominations did that movie get?’ We
always sort of wondered what would happen if they did
them all.”

When it was pointed out that the three presenters join-
ing Boone Isaacs all come from science-fiction franchises,
Meron said it was pure coincidence. “When we looked for
people to join Cheryl on that stage, we looked for people
that had wide reach around the world. And these three
gentlemen made the most sense to us,” he stated. “Not
really putting the sci-fi bent into any sort of focus for us-it
just turned out that way. And those films speak to big audi-
ences, and this really, really shines a light on every single
category by having them.”

Noted Zadan, “Besides, Chris Pine is no longer a sci-fi

person, he’s a musical comedy person!” referring to the
actor’s current turn in “Into the Woods.”

Zadan also mentioned how gracious presenters were
when producers reached out to them. “When we explained
what we wanted to do, their responses were, ‘Wow, I want
to be part of this, thank you so much for asking,’” he said.
“You go into this thinking you’re asking someone a favor to
get up in the middle of the night to do these announce-
ments, and they were so generous and excited to be a part
of it.”

Asked if they had any plans on how to reach more view-
ers, Meron would only say, “There’s lots to look forward to
this year.” The 87th Oscars, hosted by Neil Patrick Harris, are
set for Feb. 22 at the Dolby Theatre in Hollywood. An earli-
er version of this story said Oscar nominations would take
place Jan. 16. The correct date is Jan. 15. — Reuters

J.J. Abrams, Chris Pine and Alfonso 

Cuaron to announce Oscar nominations

Globes v Oscars:
Awards season prize-fight

Commuters walk past a poster showing Golden Globe Award host Amy Poehler in Beverly Hills on Friday. The comic
duo will present the Globes for a third and final year, in what organizers hope will continue its ratings winning streak.
Last year some 21 million TV viewers in the US watched the show less than half of the Oscars’ 44 million. — AFP

In this Feb. 28, 2014 file photo, an Oscar statue stands on
the red carpet as preparations are made for the 86th
Academy Awards in Los Angeles. Oscar nominees in all 24
categories will hear their name announced live next week.
Academy Awards producers Craig Zadan and Neil Meron
said Friday, they are launching a new tradition of revealing
all Oscar contenders in a live news conference.  — AP
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