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MADRID: Real Madrid’s Portuguese forward Cristiano Ronaldo (2ndR) kicks to score during the Spanish league football match Real Madrid CF vs Real Sociedad de Futbol at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium yesterday. — AFP

MADRID: Cristiano Ronaldo scored twice and missed a
penalty as Real Madrid eased the pressure on under fire
coach Rafael Benitez by moving to the top of La Liga
with a 3-1 win over Real Sociedad.

Real now lead Barcelona and Atletico Madrid by a
point, but both can move back ahead of their title rivals
with victories over Real Betis and Rayo Vallecano
respectively later on Wednesday.

Ronaldo recovered from a terrible start after blasting
his first penalty of the day over the bar to put Madrid in
front from another spot-kick just before half-time.
Bruma levelled for an injury-hit Sociedad minutes after
the break, but Ronaldo delivered when his side needed
a goal once more to restore the lead 23 minutes from
time before Lucas Vasquez added a late third.

“Apart from 10 minutes when they were in com-
mand, we controlled the game and had a lot of chances,
which, if we had taken them, would have made the sec-
ond-half more comfortable,” said Benitez.

“The team reacted brilliantly (to the equaliser). “I con-
gratulate the players for their attitude from start to fin-
ish. We worked hard, reacted well and got the three
points.”

Rumours over Benitez’s future refuse to go away

after a disappointing first six months in charge at the
Bernabeu with the former Liverpool boss even claiming
there is a media conspiracy against him on Tuesday.

However, Madrid had hit 22 goals in their previous
three games at home and were only denied another fly-
ing start by a hat-trick of brilliant saves from Geronimo
Rulli.

CONTROVERSIAL PENALTIES 
The Argentine ‘keeper tipped over Pepe’s looping

header before showing great reflexes to deny Ronaldo
and Karim Benzema from close range.

Sociedad’s luck seemed completely out in the first-
half, though, as they lost top-scorer Imanol Agirretxe
and playmaker Sergio Canales to injury and saw referee
Jose Luis Gonzalez award Madrid two controversial
penalties.

The first spot-kick was given for an apparent push by
Yuri Beriche on Benzema at the back post.

Yet, for the first time in his Madrid career, Ronaldo
failed to even hit the target from the spot as he blasted
wildly over.

The World Player of the Year made amends three
minutes before half-time when he converted his second

penalty after Yuri was again penalised for blocking
Gareth Bale’s cross with an outstretched hand.

Despite the adversity they faced, Sociedad kept the
ball off Madrid for long spells and hauled themselves
level in spectacular style four minutes after the break
when Bruma curled home his first league goal for the
club into the top corner.

The Portuguese winger then had a huge chance to
put Sociedad in front moments later, but a heavy touch
allowed Navas to once again scamper from his goal to
make a crucial save.

Benitez’s popularity with the home fans wasn’t
helped by his decision to replace James Rodriguez with
Mateo Kovacic on the hour mark and later Benzema for
Vazquez.

Yet, despite all their troubles, Ronaldo remains ever
reliable source of goals and he delivered once more
with a sweetly struck volley from Marcelo’s corner for his
25th goal of the season.

Benitez’s men had to withstand some late Sociedad
pressure as Ruben Pardo’s deflected effort trickled just
wide. However, Vazquez ensured all three points when
he coolly controlled and finished Bale’s fine cross to
make it 3-1 three minutes from time. — AFP

Ronaldo double as Real sink Sociedad

Atletico Madrid 17 12 2 3 24 8 38
Real Madrid 17 11 3 3 45 16 36
Barcelona 15 11 2 2 36 15 35
Celta Vigo 16 9 4 3 28 22 31
Villarreal 16 9 3 4 21 15 30
Deportivo 16 6 8 2 25 16 26
Sevilla 17 7 5 5 23 19 26
Athletic Bilbao 16 7 3 6 24 18 24
Valencia 16 5 7 4 21 14 22
Eibar 16 5 6 5 19 19 21
Malaga 17 5 5 7 11 14 20
Real Betis 16 5 5 6 13 19 20
Espanyol 17 6 2 9 16 28 20
Real Sociedad 17 4 4 9 18 25 16
Getafe 16 4 4 8 18 26 16
Sporting Gijon 15 4 3 8 15 23 15
Granada 16 3 5 8 17 27 14
Rayo Vallecano 17 4 2 11 18 39 14
Las Palmas 16 3 4 9 12 23 13
Evante 17 2 5 10 12 30 11

MADRID: Spanish La Liga table before yesterday’s late matches
(played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals against, points):

Spanish League results/standings

MADRID: Atletico Madrid's Angel Correa, right, scores past Rayo Vallecano's goalkeeper Yoel, left, during a Spanish La Liga soccer match
between Atletico Madrid and Rayo Vallecano at the Vallecas stadium in Madrid, yesterday. — AP 

MADRID: Late strikes from Angel Correa
and Antoine Griezmann gave Atletico
Madrid a 2-0 win over Rayo Vallecano
that lifted them top of La Liga ahead of
Barcelona’s clash with Real Betis later yes-
terday.  It was a dour performance from a
depleted Atletico side until the game
came to life in the final stages.
Substitute Correa fired home from a
Thomas Partey pass after 88 minutes and
Griezmann sealed the victory.  Cristiano
Ronaldo scored a penalty and missed
another as Real Madrid beat Real
Sociedad 3-1.

The Portuguese blazed a spot-kick
over the bar after 24 minutes but slotted
home another three minutes before the
break.  Sociedad substitute Bruma
equalised for the visitors after 49 minutes
before Ronaldo struck a volley through a
crowded penalty area into the net mid-
way through the second half.  Lucas
Vazquez sealed the win with a goal after
87 minutes that will ease the pressure on
coach Rafa Benitez.  “Sometimes you play
better or worse but what is important is
to get the three points,” Vazquez told
reporters.  “The public has the right to
applaud or whistle. We have to keep

working on these lines and win games.” 
Atletico have 38 points from 17

games, two more than Real, and Barca
are on 35 with two games in hand.
Madrid started the stronger with defend-
er Pepe having a header from a corner
tipped over by keeper Geronimo Rulli
and Ronaldo was denied by the Sociedad
stopper.  Real won a penalty after a slight
push from fullback Yuri on Karim
Benzema but Ronaldo missed a penalty
for the 1th time in his career with a poor
effort that went over the crossbar. He
made no mistake with a second spot-
kick, though, tucking the ball into the
right corner after Gareth Bale’s cross was
handled by Yuri.

Sociedad lost Sergio Canales with sus-
pected knee ligament damage but came
out stronger in the second half and
Bruma, given too much space on the
right of the area, curled a shot into the
top corner.

Just as the game was turning
Sociedad’s way and the fans were start-
ing to get on the back of the Real players,
Ronaldo volleyed in from a corner for his
57th goal of the year and Vazquez struck
late from another Bale cross. —  Reuters

Atletico strike to beat 
Rayo and top La Liga 


