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WASHINGTON: Ten days after Tiger Woods
turned 24, he picked up his 16th career PGA
Tour victory by beating Ernie Els in an epic
battle at Kapalua. More than winning his
fifth straight PGA Tour event - the longest
streak since 1953 - it was how he won. They
matched eagles on the 18th in regulation
and birdies in the playoff, and then Woods
ended it on the second extra hole with a 40-
foot birdie putt that was downhill, into the
grain and broke hard to the left.

Els saw the future that January day in
2000, and it was daunting. “I think he’s a leg-
end in the making,” Els said. “He’s 24. He’s
probably going to be bigger than Elvis when
he gets into his 40s.”

Tiger Woods entered his 40s yesterday.
Bigger than Elvis? No, because golf isn’t in
the same galaxy as rock and roll. But he was
right about Woods being a legend in the
making, and it didn’t take long. His 15-shot
victory in the US Open that summer at
Pebble Beach was the most dominant in 140

years of major championships. He had the
career Grand Slam at 24 and remains the
only player to win multiple majors in back-
to-back seasons. “Everyone has strengths
and weaknesses,” Adam Scott said. “We’ve
only seen one bloke out here who did every-
thing better than anyone else.” His legacy on
the golf course is secure no matter what
happens the rest of his career, and Woods
referred to anything else he achieves as
“gravy.” That struck a tone of resignation from
Woods, who always wanted to be seen as an
athlete instead of a golfer and now can do
little more than walk. Three surgeries on his
lower back in just over 18 months make it
hard to gauge his future. There is a tendency
to celebrate his 40th birthday by looking
back, making it feel more like a retirement
party. It’s an easy trap. Woods hasn’t won in
more than two years, and when he won his
last major in the 2008 US Open at Torrey
Pines, Jordan Spieth had just finished his
freshman year of high school.

WINNING MAJOR TOURNAMENTS
When he turned 30, he was No. 1 in the

world. At age 40, he is No. 416. When he
turned pro at 20, the No. 1 player in the world
was 41-year-old Greg Norman. 

Woods is 40, and the No. 1 player is 22-
year-old Spieth. “Where do I see myself in the
next five to 10 years?” Woods wrote in a blog
on his website. “I am still playing golf at the
highest level and winning tournaments and
major championships. My foundation has
been implemented around the globe, and
we’ve helped out not just millions, but when
I’m all said and done with my life on this
earth, it will hopefully be billions.”

From the pinnacle of winning majors to
the depths of injury, scandal and divorce, the
impact of Woods has not changed. Golf is in a
good spot with the next generation of stars -
Spieth, Rory McIlroy, Rickie Fowler, Jason Day
at the moment - though none move the nee-
dle like Woods. The reminder came at the
Wyndham Championship in Greensboro,

North Carolina, which Woods played for the
first time. The tournament printed an addi-
tional 39,000 tickets when he signed up, and
it set attendance records each day. That does-
n’t happen with Spieth and McIlroy. It doesn’t
happen with Phil Mickelson.

HUGE IMPACT
PGA Tour Commissioner Tim Finchem

recalled being asked at Torrey Pines this year
if he was troubled to see Woods struggling
with his short game. He was coming off a
career-high 82 in the Phoenix Open. As a fan,
Finchem hated to see it. As a commissioner,
he wasn’t concerned. “They said, ‘What do
you mean?’ I said, ‘He’s going to tee it up
Thursday morning. You know anyone that’s
not going to be watching?’” Finchem said.
“Everybody wants to see what he can do. Two
years from now, he comes out and starts
playing OK - or a year from now, whatever it
is - he’ll have a huge impact.” Els was runner-
up to Woods for the second time in three

months at Kapalua in 2000, and he would go
on to finish second to Woods three more
times that year. He saw it coming. Els knew it
was coming in 1996 at Royal Lytham & St.
Annes when Woods consulted him on
whether he should turn pro.

Is this would he would have expected 20
years later? Woods has 79 PGA Tour victories
(second only to 82 by Sam Snead) and 14
majors (trailing the 18 won by Jack Nicklaus).
The only reason to suggest those numbers
should be higher is because Woods achieved
so much so quickly. 

The standard kept going up. Woods is
hopeful his 40th year brings good health,
and a chance to compete again. He remains
four majors short of Nicklaus - no one has
ever won more than three majors in their 40s.
The odds are against him historically, physi-
cally, maybe even emotionally. “If that’s all it
entails,” Woods said in The Bahamas about his
career, “then I’ve had a pretty good run. But
I’m hoping that’s not it.” — AP

Woods turns 40 and heads into uncertain future

SUNRISE: Aleksander Barkov had two goals and
Jaromir Jagr scored the 733rd of his career to lead
the Florida Panthers past the Montreal Canadiens
3-1 on Tuesday night for their seventh straight vic-
tory. Roberto Luongo stopped 27 shots and the
Panthers leapfrogged Montreal for first place in
the Atlantic Division. The winning streak is their
longest since March 2008 and it matches the fran-
chise record. Max Pacioretty scored for Montreal,
but the slumping Canadiens have lost seven of
their past eight games and 11 of 13. Ben Scrivens
made 27 saves in his first NHL action since April 11
last season. Montreal acquired him from
Edmonton on Monday. Jagr gave the Panthers a 2-
1 lead 1:16 into the second period. Barkov had an
assist. Barkov has 10 points in his last seven games
and two goals in back-to-back games.

BLACKHAWKS 7, COYOTES 5
Patrick Kane scored a goal, assisted on two oth-

ers and raised his NHL-leading point total to 53 in
helping Chicago beat Arizona.  Andrew Desjardins
scored twice for the Blackhawks, who overcame
Shane Doan’s hat trick and set a season high for
goals in a game. Artem Anisimov scored his 13th
of the season, Brent Seabrook had two assists and
Duncan Keith added a goal and an assist for
Chicago. Doan scored three times for the Coyotes,
tying Dale Hawerchuk for the franchise record
with 379 career goals. Doan’s third of the night
came on a power play with 27.1 seconds left.
Corey Crawford stopped 32 shots for Chicago.
Oliver Ekman-Larsson and Tobias Rieder had three
assists apiece for the Coyotes.

BLUE JACKETS 6, STARS 3
Nick Foligno and Brandon Dubinsky each had

three assists as last place Columbus beat the NHL-
best Dallas Stars. Boone Jenner, Kevin Connauton,
Matt Calvert, Brandon Saad, Scott Hartnell and
Rene Bourque scored for Columbus, which had
lost three straight and eight of 10 - prompting
coach John Tortorella to call out his team over the
past several days.

Curtis McElhinney made 39 saves, and 11 play-
ers had at least one point for the Blue Jackets.
Colton Sceviour, Tyler Seguin and Patrick Sharp
scored for Dallas. The Stars had their five-game
point streak broken.

Kari Lehtonen allowed three goals on 14 shots
in the first period and was replaced by Antti Niemi
to start the second.

BRUINS 7, SENATORS 3
Jimmy Hayes scored three goals, and Patrice

Bergeron and Matt Beleskey had two apiece as
Boston beat Ottawa to end a three-game losing
streak.  Torey Krug and Loui Eriksson each had two
assists for the Bruins.  Tuukka Rask made 29 saves,
including 12 in the third period as the Bruins held
off the Senators. Boston scored three power-play
goals and split the home-and-home series with
the Senators, who beat the Bruins 3-1 on Sunday in
Ottawa. Ottawa trimmed Boston’s lead to one early
in the third period, but the Bruins closed it out with
three goals in the final 4:11. There were several late
fights, including multiple scrums during a stop-
page with 27 seconds remaining that featured all

five skaters paired off with an opponent. Chris Neil
had a goal and an assist for Ottawa. Mika
Zibanejad and Mike Hoffman also scored.

ISLANDERS 6, MAPLE LEAFS 3
John Tavares was one of six New York players to

score in a victory over Toronto for a split in the
home-and-away series. Brock Nelson, Frans Nielsen,
Nikolay Kulemin, Matt Martin and Anders Lee also
scored for the Islanders. Thomas Greiss turned aside
30 shots. Jonathan Bernier again had trouble, get-
ting beaten by the second shot of the game and
giving up six goals on just 15 shots through two
periods before James Reimer took over to start the
third. Brad Boyes, Pierre-Alexandre Parenteau and
Shawn Matthias had goals for the Maple Leafs, who
beat New York 3-1 on Sunday in Brooklyn.

DEVILS 3, HURRICANES 2
David Schlemko’s tiebreaking goal with 3:05

left in the third period gave New Jersey a victory
over Carolina. Bobby Farnham and Kyle Palmieri
also scored for the Devils, and Keith Kinkaid
stopped 26 shots. Eric Staal scored twice and Kris
Versteeg had two assists for the Hurricanes. Cam
Ward made 21 saves.

BLUES 4, PREDATORS 3, OT
Alexander Steen scored 4:01 into overtime to

give St. Louis a win over Nashville. Steen got the
puck from Paul Stastny and scored on a wrist shot
in the slot, beating backup goalie Carter Hutton. It
was his 13th goal of the season. The Blues
improved to 3-3 in overtime, while the Predators
dropped to 0-6.  Two goals late in the third period
lifted Nashville back into the game. Predators
defenseman Shea Weber pulled his team within
one when he scored at 16:08. Colin Wilson tied it
at 18:28.  St. Louis earned its third win in three
games this season over Nashville. The Blues have

won six of their last eight overall. Rookie center
Robby Fabbri, Kevin Shattenkirk and Dmitrij Jaskin
also scored for the Blues.  Jaskin snapped his 19-
game drought. Nashville got a short-handed goal
from defenseman Mattias Ekholm.

JETS 4, RED WINGS 1
Jacob Trouba scored twice and Bryan Little had

three assists as Winnipeg beat Detroit. Trouba’s
short-handed goal in the first period opened the
scoring for the Jets, who also got goals from
Andrew Ladd and Alexander Burmistrov. Pavel
Datsyuk scored on a power play for the Red Wings.

Connor Hellebuyck stopped 33 shots. Jimmy
Howard started in net for the Red Wings but was
chased in the second period after allowing four
goals on 14 shots.

KINGS 5, OILERS 2
Dustin Brown and Trevor Lewis each had a goal

and two assists as Los Angeles scored three times
in 96 seconds during a victory over Edmonton.
Dwight King, Michael Mersch and Tyler Toffoli also
scored for the Kings, who have won three straight.
Benoit Pouliot and Mark Letestu had goals for the
Oilers, who had won seven consecutive home
games. Edmonton dropped its third in a row over-
all. King was playing his first game of the season.

DUCKS 1, FLAMES 0
Shawn Horcoff scored in the second period

and John Gibson made 14 saves for his third
shutout this season as Anaheim ended Calgary’s
home winning streak at a club-record 11 games.
Tested only seven times over the first 40 minutes,
Gibson was busiest in the third as the Flames final-
ly were able to generate some pressure. However,
Calgary could not solve the 22-year-old goalie and
Sam Bennett, the Flames’ best player on the night,
put a shot off the crossbar. The loss was the first
on home ice since Oct. 30 for Calgary. — AP

SUNRISE: Jeff Petry #26 of the Montreal Canadiens checks Reilly Smith #18 of the Florida Panthers as Goaltender Ben Scrivens #40 stops his
shot at the BB&T Center on Tuesday in Sunrise, Florida. The Panthers defeated the Canadiens 3-1. — AFP

Barkov scores two goals to 
lead Panthers past Canadiens

Western Conference
Central Division

W L  OTL GF GA PTS
Dallas 27 8 3 132 97 57   
St. Louis 23 12 4 99  93 50   
Chicago 21 13 4 104 94 46   
Minnesota 19 10 6 95 84 44   
Nashville 18 12 7 100 96 43   
Colorado 18 17 2   106 102 38   
Winnipeg 17 17 2 97 105 36   

Pacific Division
Los Angeles 23 11 2   98  81 48   
Arizona 17 16 3 100 116 37   
Vancouver 14 15 9 93 109 37   
San Jose 17 16 2 96  100 36   
Calgary 17 17 2 96  117 36   
Anaheim 14 15 6 67 87 34   
Edmonton 15 20 3 97  118 33   

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Florida 21 12 4 101 84 46   
Montreal 21 15 3 111 98 45   
Boston 20 12 4 115 97 44   
Detroit 18 12 7 94 98 43   
Ottawa 18 13 6 111 112 42   
Tampa Bay 18 15 4 95 88 40   
Buffalo 15 17 4 85 94 34   
Toronto 13 15 7 92  100 33   

Metropolitan Division
Washington 27 6 2   110 72 56   
NY Islanders 20 12 5 103 88 45   
NY Rangers 20 13 4 107 98 44   
New Jersey 18 14 5 87  92 41   
Pittsburgh 17 15 3 79  86 37   
Philadelphia 15 13 7 76 96 37   
Carolina 15 17 5 87 106 35   
Columbus 14 22 3 98 123 31   

Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one
point in the standings and are not included in

the loss column (L).

NHL results/standings

Boston 7, Ottawa 3; NY Islanders 6, Toronto 3; New Jersey 3, Carolina 2; Columbus 6, Dallas 3;
Florida 3, Montreal 1; St. Louis 4, Nashville 3 (OT); Winnipeg 4, Detroit 1; Anaheim 1, Calgary 0;
Los Angeles 5, Edmonton 2; Chicago 7, Arizona 5.

HOUSTON: Al Horford had 30 points and 14
rebounds to lead the Atlanta Hawks to a 121-
115 victory over the Houston Rockets on
Tuesday night. Atlanta trailed by 19 early in
the game before rallying for the victory. Kent
Bazemore added 26 points and Paul Millsap
and Jeff Teague both had 22 as the Hawks
won for the seventh time in eight games.
Dwight Howard led Houston with 30 points
and 16 rebounds, while James Harden had 26
points, 10 rebounds and eight assists. Atlanta
took a lead late in the fourth quarter and
employed the hack-a strategy, intentionally
fouling Howard and Clint Capela repeatedly.
The strategy was largely successful until
Howard made a free throw to take the lead
with just over two minutes remaining. Atlanta
then scored the final nine points of the game
to steal the road victory.

THUNDER 131, BUCKS 123
Russell Westbrook scored 27 points and

Kevin Durant added 26 to lead the Thunder to
a win over the Bucks. Enes Kanter added 23
while rookie Cameron Payne had a career-
high 16 for the Thunder. Westbrook and
Durant both scored more than 20 points for
the 25th time this season as 

Oklahoma City overcame an early eight-
point deficit to win for the 11th time in its last
14 games. Khris Middleton scored a career-
best 36 points to lead Milwaukee.

KNICKS 108, PISTONS 96
Carmelo Anthony scored 24 points and

Derrick Williams added 18 to lead six Knicks in
double figures as New York snapped a four-
game losing streak with a win over the
Pistons. Jose Calderon added 15 points, Kyle
O’Quinn had 12, Robin Lopez scored 11, and
Kristaps Porzingis finished with 10. Ersan
Ilyasova led the Pistons with 19 points. Marcus
Morris and Reggie Jackson each had 17. The
Knicks led by only four points, 80-76, early in
the fourth quarter, but went on a 25-11 run to

take an 18-point lead on Williams’ long jumper
with 1:42 left in the game. Williams scored 16
of his points in the final quarter, hitting 5-of-6
shots from the field.

GRIZZLIES 99, HEAT 90, OT
Marc Gasol scored seven of his 23 points in

overtime to help the Grizzlies pull away in the
extra period for a victory over the Heat. Zach
Randolph added 17 points for Memphis. Mike
Conley and Jeff Green had 16 apiece, and
Mario Chalmers scored 12 points. Gasol would
add eight rebounds, six assists and four
blocks, including a pair of rejections in the
closing minutes. Gasol’s overtime perform-
ance included a stumbling move in the lane
where he flipped the ball to the basket as he
was fouled. The shot bounced through, Gasol
converted the ensuing free throw and the
Grizzlies were up 96-88 with 1:22 left - a lead
Memphis would not relinquish. Chris Bosh led
Miami with 22 points, while Dwyane Wade fin-
ished with 19. Goran Dragic had 16 points. The
teams were tied at 83 at the end of regulation.

CAVALIERS 93, NUGGETS 87
LeBron James scored 34 points on the eve

of his 31st birthday and Iman Shumpert added
a season-high 16 as the Cavaliers beat the
Nuggets. Kevin Love had eight points and 14
rebounds to help Cleveland finish off a four-
game West Coast swing with a 2-2 mark. The
Cavaliers rested Kyrie Irving on the second
night of a back-to-back as he works his way
back from a fractured left kneecap. Reserve
Will Barton had 29 for the injury-riddled
Nuggets, who’ve now dropped six of seven.
They were once again without Danilo Gallinari
(sprained left ankle) and rookie Emmanuel
Mudiay (sprained right ankle). Trailing by 11
with 3:07 remaining, the Nuggets resorted to
fouling Tristan Thompson, who’s a 56 percent
free throw shooter. Thompson struggled at
the line, hitting 1 of 4, but Denver couldn’t
capitalize. — AP

Horford leads Hawks to 
121-115 win over Rockets

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L  PCT GB
Toronto 19 13 .594 - 
Boston 18 13 .581 0.5
NY Knicks 15 18 .455 4.5
Brooklyn 9 22 .290 9.5
Philadelphia 2 31 .061 17.5  

Central Division
Cleveland 21 9 .700 - 
Indiana 18 12 .600 3 
Chicago 17 12 .586 3.5
Detroit 17 15 .531 5 
Milwaukee 12 21 .364 10.5  

Southeast Division
Atlanta 21 13 .618 - 
Orlando 18 13 .581 1.5
Miami 18 13 .581 1.5
Charlotte 17 13 .567 2 
Washington 14 15 .483 4.5

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Oklahoma City  22 10 .688 - 
Utah 13 16 .448 7.5
Portland 13 20 .394 9.5
Denver 12 20 .375 10
Minnesota 11 20 .355 10.5  

Pacific Division
Golden State 29 1 .967 - 
LA Clippers 19 13 .594 11
Sacramento 12 19 .387 17.5  
Phoenix 12 21 .364 18.5  
LA Lakers 5 27 .156 25

Southwest Division
San Antonio 27 6  .818 - 
Dallas 18 13 .581 8 
Memphis 18 16 .529 9.5
Houston 16 17 .485 11
New Orleans 10 21 .323 16

NBA results/standings
NY Knicks 108, Detroit 96; Atlanta 121, Houston 115; Memphis 99, Miami 90 (OT);
Oklahoma City 131, Milwaukee 123; Cleveland 93, Denver 87.

HOUSTON: Atlanta Hawks’ Paul Millsap, top, goes up for a shot as Houston Rockets’
Dwight Howard (12) defends during the first half of an NBA basketball game
Tuesday, in Houston. — AP


