
PHILADELPHIA: The Philadelphia Eagles fired Chip Kelly with one game left in
his third season, dumping the coach after missing the playoffs in consecutive
years. Kelly was released Tuesday night just before the end of a disappointing
season that began with Super Bowl expectations. The Eagles are 6-9 after going
10-6 in each of Kelly’s first two seasons.  They were eliminated from playoff con-
tention after losing to Washington at home on Saturday night. Eagles CEO
Jeffrey Lurie issued a one-sentence statement to the media, saying he appreci-
ates Kelly’s contributions and wishes him success going forward. Lurie told fans
in an email that he decided to make a change after “evaluating the many factors
involved in our performance as a team.” The Eagles also
fired Ed Marynowitz, who was vice president of player
personnel. Kelly made several bold moves that back-
fired after assuming full control of personnel  deci-
sions last offseason. Since March 2014, he released
three-time Pro Bowl wide receiver DeSean
Jackson, traded two-time All-Pro running back
LeSean McCoy, didn’t re-sign 2014 Pro Bowl wide-
out Jeremy Maclin, cut two-time Pro Bowl guard
Evan Mathis and traded quarterback Nick Foles
and a 2016 second-round draft pick for Sam
Bradford.
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EVERTON: Team work will take Stoke City to new heights, winger
Xherdan Shaqiri has said after Monday’s morale-boosting 4-3 Premier
League win over Everton.  Despite scoring four goals on Monday, Stoke,
who are ninth in the table, are one of the low-scoring teams in the league
with 20 goals. “I think you never know what can happen in the Premier
League this season. You see that some teams are really down, some
teams are really up, like Leicester (City),” Shaqiri told British media. “So
anything can happen in this league... but we must work hard like we did
at Everton and we must play well. If we do that, then we can see where
we finish. “For us it’s important to play as a team. We can only win as a
team and we showed that at Everton. If we keep going like that anything
can happen.” The Potters have dropped 10 points against teams in the
bottom half of the league and Shaqiri has called on his team mates to
change their mentality when they take on teams lower down the table. “I
don’t know if there’s one specific reason. Perhaps it’s mentality, but I do
know even the smaller teams are good now.  They have new players,
good players and every game is tough in the Premier League,” Shaqiri
said. “I always thought it (the Premier League) would be ideal for me. As a
player I sometimes have space, inside and outside, and I really enjoy it.” 
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LONDON: Struggling champions Chelsea may not have set the Premier League
alight under interim manager Guus Hiddink but the mood in the dressing room
has definitely improved since his arrival, midfielder John Obi Mikel has said.
Chelsea turned to Hiddink again earlier this month to guide them out of a woeful
campaign under Jose Mourinho this season, a spell that saw them fall to 16th
place and within a point off relegation. Hiddink had a caretaker spell in charge of

the Blues in 2009 after Brazilian Luiz Felipe Scolari departed.  “We
have moved on and the atmosphere has improved since the

change of manager,” Mikel told British media. “Jose is a fantastic
manager, but sometimes football is a cruel game and you have
to move on. “He came back to the club a second time and won
two trophies but now he is gone. Is it the right decision? We
will only see in the future.” The Nigerian is one of few players,

along with defenders John Terry and Branislav Ivanovic, who
were at the club during Hiddink’s previous period in charge,
when the Dutch manager led them to an FA Cup win. “He

(Hiddink) hasn’t changed much yet, but he was here before
and he knows the place and all the staff,” Mikel said.  “We

are down there in the table for a reason so he can
not come in and perform miracles. — Reuters
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MIAMI GARDENS: No one will be tuning in to
the Orange Bowl looking for a defensive
slugfest. Clemson’s Deshaun Watkins is used to
lighting up the scoreboard. Oklahoma’s Baker
Mayfield has shredded one helpless defense
after another.

“People love seeing high-powered offenses
and guys slinging the ball around,” said Clemson
linebacker Ben Boulware, sounding a bit gloomy
as he looked ahead to Thursday’s national semi-
final game. “The viewers want to see Deshaun
throw for 600 yards and Mayfield throw for 600
yards.” While no one is ready to bury the ol’
adage that defense wins championships, it
needs a bit of tweaking with these teams.

Clemson (13-0) gave up more than 30 points
in its last two games, but Watson & Co. made
sure it didn’t ruin the perfect season. The Tigers
held off South Carolina 37-32 in their regular-
season finale, then survived a 45-37 track meet
with North Carolina to capture the Atlantic Coast
Conference championship.

Oklahoma (11-1) followed a similar path to
the College Football Playoff. The Sooners gave
up at least 20 points in eight games, more than
30 a couple of times. It cost them only once - an
upset loss to Texas.

Despite all those shaky performances, neither
defense is lacking bravado. “I know what we’ve
got,” Oklahoma outside linebacker Eric Striker
said Tuesday during media day at Sun Life
Stadium. “We know what it takes to win the
game. One thing about the media:  They’ve got
to talk, they’ve got to come up with stuff.”

NATIONAL STATISTICS
The media has nothing to do with the nation-

al statistics, which have Oklahoma outside the
top 20 in all four major defensive categories. The
Sooners are tied for 22nd in points allowed (20.8
per game). Clemson has been stingy when it
comes to defending the pass, but a bit leaky
against the run. The Tigers are giving 20.2 points
a game, tied for 18th nationally. “It’s about get-
ting the W,” Clemson cornerback Mackensie
Alexander said. “It ain’t always gonna be pretty.
When I hear people say, ‘Aww, you guys gave up
all these points,’ I’m like, ‘We’re the number one
team in the country.’ Everybody is gonna play us
hard, have tricks, do everything they can.  For
the last six weeks, everybody has been throwing
everything at us, everything they’ve got.”

Only two teams in the last 30 years have won
national titles while allowing at least 20 points a
game, but both have come in the last five sea-
sons - mirroring the game’s ever-increasing
emphasis on offense.

Ohio State won the championship a year ago
despite giving up 22.0 points per contest, rank-
ing 26th nationally. Cam Newton-led Auburn fin-
ished No. 1 in 2010 while surrendering an aver-
age of 24.1 points, which placed a mediocre
53rd in the national rankings.

Of course, it’s still a better bet that a team will
claim the title by stopping the other team from
scoring. Between Auburn and Ohio State, three
straight national champions (Alabama in 2011-
12, Florida State in 2013) ranked No. 1 in points
allowed. In the last three decades, just five other

champions finished higher than 10th nationally
in points allowed.

None of that seems to faze these teams. “We’ve
very flexible on defense,” Alexander said. “What
we’re able to do on defense,  nobody can match
that. There are defensive coordinators in college
football who are like, ‘Man, I wish I could be coach-
ing you guys.’ We’ve got a lot of great players.”
Playing in the run-and-gun Big 12 Conference,
Oklahoma is used to facing dynamic offenses. This
might be their toughest challenge yet. Start with
Watson, a Heisman Trophy finalist and probably
the most dangerous two-way threat in the coun-
try. He can beat you with his arm (3,512 yards
passing, 30 touchdowns), he can beat you with his
legs (887 yards rushing, 11 TDs). He has weapons
all around, including running back Wayne Gallman
(1,332 yards rushing, 10 TDs) and nine players with
double-figure receptions led by Artavis Scott (84
receptions). Mayfield and the Sooners are just as
daunting. The junior quarterback has passed for
3,389 yards with 35 touchdowns and just five
interceptions. He, too, can take off and run, which
led Boulware to describe him as “kind of
Manzielesque” - a nod to former Texas A&M star
Johnny Manziel. Three Oklahoma receivers have
hauled in more than 40 passes, while Samaje
Perine has rushed for 1,291 yards and 15 TDs.

Hard to see this being a defensive struggle.
That’s not to say it won’t come down to a big
defensive play. “Whenever you’ve got two great
offenses,” said Clemson linebacker B.J. Goodson,
“it’s always gonna be about who’s making big
stops in big moments.” — AP

BARNAUL: Russia’s world champion hurdler Sergey Shubenkov trains in Barnaul on December 15, 2015. Shubenkov is a victim of the fallout
from the scandal over doping allegations that has seen Russia’s track and field team hit with a provisional ban that could exclude it from next
summer’s Rio de Janeiro Olympics. He could become the second member of his family to miss out on a shot at Olympic victory. — AFP

PARIS: Judges and prosecutors trashed
the reputations of two of the leading
Lords of the Rings in 2015 and criminal
charges against Sepp Blatter and Lamine
Diack were a warning that sport has got to
clean up its act.

Bribes, doping, even more bribes, the
sky seems to be the limit in the strictly
cash underbelly of sports marketing and
fixed sporting glory.

The jury is still out on whether the fed-
eration chiefs who dominate a sports
industry that accounts for up to $700 bil-
lion a year-one percent of world GDP-will
get the message though.

“If Blatter and Michel Platini are banned
that will have no impact on other sports.
But for sure there are other sports with
similar problems,” said Sylvia Schenk, a
sport expert for the Transparency
International anti-corruption group.

Patrick Nally, a British entrepreneur
who was one of the pioneers of sponsor-
ship for the Olympics and other mega-
events, is among the critics who see hope.

He said the focus put on FIFA, football’s
world body, and the International
Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF)
means other governing bodies can expect
the spotlight.

“It will  mean all  federations will
become more transparent and I think we
will  see the International Olympic
Committee taking a more active role in
helping and encouraging federations to
meet all the minimum criteria expected of
international organisations.”

An early wake-up call at the luxury Baur
au Lac hotel in Zurich on May 27 blew the
lid on soccer’s chicanery. The first seven
FIFA officials were hauled away in a raid
two days before Blatter had expected to
seal an easy fifth term as head of football’s
world governing body.

US attorney general Loretta Lynch said
corruption was “rampant, systemic and
deep-rooted” in football. Blatter said he
suspected the arrests were politically
motivated. The battle was on.

Blatter got his vote after his only chal-
lenger Prince Ali bin Al Hussein, a FIFA vice
president from Jordan withdrew. But four
days later Blatter announced that a new
election would be held on February 26
and that he would stand down.

Now 39 football officials and business
executives who face charges in US courts
account for $200 million in bribes given or
taken. A Swiss criminal investigation into
FIFA’s finances delivered the knockout
blow. Blatter is a formal suspect for “crimi-
nal mismanagement”, European football
boss Platini was named in the inquiry over
a “disloyal” two million Swiss franc ($2 mil-
lion/1.8 million euro) payment he received
in 2011. FIFA have banned both men from
football for eight years. That means Platini
cannot even accept a ticket for the
European Championships in his native
France in 2016. Blatter and Platini both
strongly deny any wrongdoing. But only
an appeal miracle will get Platini into the
FIFA election in February.

‘DISGUSTED’ 
Swiss investigators are also looking into

the FIFA vote in 2010 to give the 2018 and
2022 World Cups to Russia and Qatar.

German police have launched a probe into
whether German organisers paid money
to get votes for the 2006 World Cup.

Despite the chaos and ignomy, there is
no shortage of candidates for the FIFA
leadership: Asian football boss Sheikh
Salman bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa, South
African politician and tycoon Tokyo
Sexwhale, UEFA secretary general Gianni
Infantino, Prince Ali and former FIFA offi-
cial Jerome Champagne.

The result looks tight. The fallout from
the scandal has already been enormous
though with sponsors warning they could
pull out of FIFA deals if reforms are not
convincing. “People are disgusted,” said
Transparency International’s Schenk.
“Some think it will never change, while
others want radical change now.  Neither
belief is right. It will take time for deep
changes at FIFA.” The IAAF has been in the
firing line all year over widespread “state-
supported” doping in Russia, Kenya and
other countries. A World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA) report told how one con-
troller had to jump from a window in the
middle of the night to stop local police
taking samples he had gathered.

But British running legend Sebastian
Coe had only been IAAF president for a
few weeks when his veteran predecessor
Lamine Diack of Senegal was arrested by
French investigators.

He now faces charges of corruption,
money laundering and accepting bribes
to cover up failed Russian dope tests.
Russia is suspended from international
athletics and racing against time to get
back for the Rio de Janeiro Olympics in
August. More criminal charges could fol-
low and WADA is to release a new report
in January likely to widen the agony in
athletics with more countries named and
shamed.

Coe has been forced to give up his role
as a Nike “ambassador” but he defended
the IAAF before the British parliament,
insisting: “No, it’s not a corrupt organisa-
tion.” Scandal has not stopped football
and other sports attracting ever more
money. The English Premier League
makes about $2.5 bill ion (2.3 bill ion
euros) a year from domestic and foreign
television rights. Spain’s La Liga, in sec-
ond place, gets about $1.1 billion (one
billion euros).

Other sports are also attracting extra
revenues and are guilty of FIFA-style chi-
canery, according to Schenk. “Sport could
now experience a Big Bang because of
FIFA-gate,” said sports economist Vincent
Chaude, deputy head of the French group
Sport and Citizenship.

“The model for sport’s organisation has
reached the end of its time. This is the
ultra-communication society which
demands more transparency.”

US prosecutors have played a leading
role in pressing FIFA and Switzerland, the
home of most leading sporting federa-
tions, has changed its legislation to make
the sporting barons more accountable.
“The more the sporting movement delays
making reforms the more governments
will be tempted to get a grip through the
criminal system,” said Jean-Fran’ois Vilotte,
former head of France’s Regulation
Authority for Online Games. — AFP

FLORIDA: Clemson Quintin Hall, left to right, Chad Smith, Judah Davis, and Collins Mauldin, put their sneakers on the table at media Day for the
Orange Bowl NCAA college football game Tuesday in Miami Gardens, Fla. — AP

No defensive slugfest 

in Orange Bowl playoff

Wages of sin return to 

haunt sports barons

SYDNEY: One of the smallest yachts in the
Sydney to Hobart race emerged yesterday
as a favourite to win overall honours in the
rugged blue ocean classic.

Local 33-footer Quikpoint Azzurro
would have to meet a pre-dawn arrival
deadline on Thursday to lift the treasured
Tattersall’s Cup as handicap winner for the
vessel that performs best according to size.
Owner Shane Kearns appeared set to make
it to Hobart’s Constitution Dock in time, if
he can avoid the worst of the light winds
that have plagued the final stages.

Teasing Machine from France was one
of numerous boats to hold the handicap
lead over the past 36 hours only to suffer
on the pond-like Derwent River.  Skipper
Eric de Turckheim needed to bring Teasing
home by 5:30 am (1830 GMT ) on
Wednesday to top the handicap standings.
“From the entrance (of the river) we stayed
maybe about three hours idle, nothing at
all,” de Turckheim told Australian
Associated Press after finishing 11th.

“Obviously frustrating, but that’s sailing,
it’s not the first time you are leading overall
and in the last few miles the wind goes.”
French 35-footer Courrier Leon also

enjoyed time in the overall lead group but
the JPK 1080 looked to be losing hope of
making it two majors in a row after victory
in the Fastnet Race.

Australian 52-footer Balance finished
seventh in line honours on Tuesday and
could take the overall title if the smaller
vessels miss their deadlines.  Owner-skip-
per Paul Clitheroe took the clubhouse lead
after a fearsome battering down the east
coast of Australia.

“The bottom of my mainsail is torn to
pieces,” the financial guru said.  “It was a ter-
rible, terrible seaway, lumps and bumps.
Most of the crew have got the usual bruises
and bashes... it was really awful conditions.
“ Then we got into Bass Strait and we
stopped dead.” After some of the roughest
conditions forced 32 yachts out of the race,
American supermaxi Comanche was first
across the finish line Monday night.  She
took line honours in the 71st edition of the
628-nautical-mile event in a time of two
days, eight hours, 58 minutes and 30 sec-
onds.  Local boat Ragamuffin 100 arrived
second in the Tasmanian capital on Tuesday
morning, just seconds ahead of another US
contender Rambler. —AFP

Small boats in line for 

big day in Sydney-Hobart


