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The lawmaker said that Assembly committees have
reports which indicate unrestrained squandering of
public funds by government institutions and bureau-
crats, adding that controlling government spending
must precede any other measures. 

Turaiji said a correct implementation of the privatiza-
tion plan will provide additional revenues to help face
the sharp drop in oil income.

MP Faisal Al-Kandari meanwhile sent a series of ques-
tions to Finance Minister Anas Al-Saleh about the issue.
He asked about the truth in media reports about a gov-
ernment plan to raise the price of fuel and electricity. He
also asked for the cost of subsidies and other benefits
for the people in the budget.

Oman’s official ONA agency reported yesterday that
the government will hike fuel prices, charges for public

services and corporate taxes in the face of falling oil
prices. “The council of ministers has approved a number
of measures to face the consequences from the drop in
oil prices and to ensure fiscal sustainability,” ONA cited a
cabinet statement as saying. “These measures include
reducing government spending and boosting non-oil
revenues through raising taxes on corporate profits,
increasing charges on some public services and amend-
ing fuel prices to be in line with international levels as
from mid-January,” the statement said. 

The cabinet also approved a 2016-2020 develop-
ment plan and the 2016 budget but provided no
details. Omani oil revenues have dropped by more than
60 percent as oil prices have plunged from about $100 a
barrel to below $40 since mid-2014. It has projected a
budget deficit of $6.5 bill ion for 2015, but the
International Monetary Fund has warned the shortfall
may be much bigger. 

Kuwait set to follow as Oman hikes fuel...
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In postings on Twitter, ordinary citizens in the Gulf also
saw the Saudi budget as signalling tougher times for the
region. “Saudi Arabia’s budget deficit is terrifying! We fear
that it will be echoed around the Gulf,” tweeted a Kuwaiti
high school teacher who identified himself as Bu Dujan,
adding that  fuel price hikes in the region would raise the
costs of goods.

Some countries had already launched reforms before
Riyadh made its move. In August, the United Arab Emirates
abandoned a system of fixed gasoline prices in favor of
one linked to global oil prices; gasoline has barely risen,
but the way is clear for it to do so in future when oil even-
tually recovers. Bahrain more than doubled prices of beef
and chicken in October as it removed subsidies on them,
and this week the Bahraini cabinet approved a new system
for diesel and kerosene that would allow prices to rise

gradually in coming years.
Bigger changes are on the way. Governments in

Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar and Oman, which face financial
squeezes of varying intensity, have all said they are con-
ducting broad reviews of their subsidy systems, though
they have not yet committed to specific reforms. Because
of political sensitivities, governments are likely to move
cautiously; Saudi officials stressed this week that they
wanted to minimize the impact on the living standards of
lower-and middle-income people.

Although the Saudi price of 95 octane gasoline jumped
50 percent, it remained very low by global standards, at
0.90 riyal ($0.24) per litre. Water and electricity price hikes
were structured to impose most of the burden on big cor-
porate users. Nevertheless, Riyadh made clear that the
price hikes were only the first in a series, saying it would
adjust subsidies for water, electricity and petroleum prod-
ucts over five years. — Reuters 

End of era for lavish handouts
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But, according to the Journal report, Obama decid-
ed there was a “compelling national security purpose”
in continuing to monitor some leaders, including
Netanyahu and Turkey ’s President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan. The US administration decided not to
remove or disable the “cyber-implants” it had secreted
on foreign communications systems, as they would be
hard to replace. Instead, the report says, Obama
ordered that some of the hacked systems used by
close allies would not be routinely monitored by the

NSA, while others would continue to be mined for
intel.

“Going dark on Bibi? Of course we wouldn’t do that,”
one senior US official told the Journal, speaking on
condition of anonymity.  In Netanyahu’s case,
Washington was concerned that Israel was itself moni-
toring US negotiations with Iran and might try to
derail the effort to reach a deal on Tehran’s nuclear
program. Last March, Israel denied reports in The Wall
Street Journal that its security forces spied on the
negotiations between Tehran and major powers over
Iran’s nuclear capacities. — AFP 

US still spying on Netanyahu
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The Pennsylvania criminal charge stems from allega-
tions made by a former employee of Temple University
in Philadelphia, who says the television legend assault-
ed her at his home in the suburb of Cheltenham in
2004. “On the evening in question, Mr Cosby urged her
to take pills that he provided to her and to drink wine -
the effect of which rendered her unable to move, (or to)
respond to his advances, and he committed aggravated
indecent assault upon her,” Steele said.

Steele said the charge - which prosecutors later clari-
fied is a felony of the second degree - stemmed from
new evidence in the case that came to light in July,
prompting the reopening of the investigation. “A prose-
cutor’s job is to follow the evidence wherever it leads
and whenever it comes to light,” Steele said. “Today,
after examination of all the evidence, we are able to
seek justice on behalf of the victim,” he added, urging
anyone with information about similar incidents with
Cosby to come forward.

In a statement, prosecutors accused Cosby of
fondling the woman and penetrating her with his fin-
gers. Steele did not name the victim, but the facts of the

case correspond with allegations made by Andrea
Constand. Constand’s lawyer, Dolores Troiani, confirmed
to CNN that the charge was connected to her. In 2005,
an initial investigation did not result in criminal charges
against Cosby in Constand’s case.

In a deposition Cosby gave as part of a civil suit filed
by Constand, which was settled in 2006, the actor insist-
ed all relations with Constand were consensual, and
accused her of lying about the assault. “I think Andrea is
a liar and I know she’s a liar because I was there. I was
there,” Cosby said in the deposition, cited by The New
York Times. Prosecutors said the release of court docu-
ments in July and the subsequent release of the deposi-
tion had in part led to the reopening of the case. Steele
said the victim had said she was willing to cooperate
with prosecutors.

Statutes of limitations have prevented most of the
women who have accused the comedian of sexual
assault from taking legal action. In the Pennsylvania
case, the statute of limitations was set to expire early
next year. The accusations against Cosby have led tele-
vision networks to back away from projects connected
to him, and several universities have stripped him of
honorary degrees. — AFP 

Bill Cosby charged with sexual assault

The setting sun sets wispy clouds aglow above the skyline of the Dubai Marina in Dubai yesterday. —AP  


