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WASHINGTON: The top US and NATO mili-
tary commander in Afghanistan may seek
additional American troops to help local
forces as they struggle to contain the
Taleban insurgency, USA Today reported
Tuesday. General John Campbell’s interview
with the newspaper comes as the security
situation in Afghanistan has deteriorated in

the second half of 2015, with an increase in
insurgent attacks and higher casualties
among both Taleban and national forces. 

Already, President Barack Obama has
backtracked on a pledge to pull out all but
1,000 troops, and in October he announced
that 9,800 US forces would remain in
Afghanistan until the end of 2016.

Campbell told USA today he would ask the
Obama administration to keep that higher
number of troops in country as long as pos-
sible and suggested he might call for more
US personnel.  “If I don’t believe that we can
accomplish the train, advise and assist and
the (counter-terrorism) missions, then I owe
it to the senior leadership to come back and

say, ‘Here’s what I need.’ If that’s more peo-
ple, it’s more people,” Campbell told the
newspaper. The 9,800 US troops are sched-
uled to be drawn down to 5,500 by January
1, 2017.

“My intent would be to keep as much as
I could, for as long as I could,” Campbell said.
This month marks a year since the US and

NATO-led mission in Afghanistan transi-
tioned into an Afghan operation, with allied
nations assisting in training and equipping
local forces to tackle Taleban and other
groups.  The Taleban have already dealt
some stinging blows to Afghan forces,
including a short-lived takeover of the
northern city of Kunduz. — AFP

US general: More troops required in Afghanistan

CAPE TOWN:  A file picture taken on April 9, 2015, shows students attacking the defaced statue of British mining magnate and politician, Cecil
John Rhodes, as it is removed by a crane from its position at the University of Cape Town. — AFP 

LONDON: The toxic legacy of colonialism in
Africa has stirred up a heated debate in Britain
involving a prestigious Oxford University college,
some high-powered alumni and a student cam-
paign boosted by social media. The focus of the
debate is an unremarkable limestone statue
looking down on Oxford’s High Street of Cecil
Rhodes, the Victorian-era tycoon who founded
the De Beers diamond company and what is now
Zimbabwe.

“To put someone so literally on a pedestal is
to tacitly condone their legacy,” said Daisy
Chandley, a student and organizing member of
the Rhodes Must Fall in Oxford campaign.
Smudged by passing traffic on a busy thorough-
fare and soiled by pigeons, the Rhodes statue is
still  in a stunning location surrounded by
Oxford’s dreaming spires in the heart of the uni-
versity’s college community.

An inscription underneath pays homage to
Rhodes-a white supremacist like many builders
of the British empire-for his donation to Oriel
College. Inspired by the popular movement that
forced the removal of a statue of the famous
colonialist at the University of Cape Town in
South Africa, campaigners have been asking the
British college to do the same.

‘Wider racism’    
The campaigns are distinct but supporters in

Oxford use the same hashtag #RhodesMustFall
as the Cape Town campaign and their actions
have fuelled a political debate in South Africa as

well as soul-searching in Britain ranging well
beyond the statue itself.

“There have always been those who have
questioned the statue as well as the wider racism
within the university but the movement in South
Africa brought debate over similar problems in
Oxford to the forefront and triggered collective
action,” Chandley said. The university rejects
accusations of racism but Oriel College promised
to be “more diverse and inclusive of people from
all backgrounds” in a response to the campaign
earlier this month. It said it would take down a
Rhodes plaque on the wall of another college
building and agreed to a six-month “listening
exercise” on whether to remove the statue. The
college said Rhodes’s values “stand in absolute
contrast to the ethos of the scholarship program
today and to the values of a modern University”.

It said it would put up a sign in an antique
window below the statue saying that “the
College does not in any way condone or glorify
his views or actions”. But it also talked up the pos-
itive contribution of the Rhodes Scholarships,
which have allowed 8,000 students from around
the world to study at Oxford, including former US
president Bill Clinton and former Australian
Prime Minister Tony Abbott.

One of the organizers of the campaign, South
African Ntokozo Qwabe, was himself named a
Rhodes Scholar last year and has defended him-
self against charges of hypocrisy by saying that
he is taking back some of the money that Rhodes
took from Africa. “I’m no beneficiary of Rhodes.

I’m a beneficiary of the resources and labor of my
people which Rhodes pillaged and slaved,” he
wrote on Facebook.

‘A man of his times’    
Academics, politicians and famous Oxford

alumni have waded into the row, heatedly debat-
ing the rights and wrongs of honoring a man
who was a major driver of British territorial
expansion in southern Africa and a key player in
the Boer Wars that left thousands dead.

One opponent of the campaign even com-
pared it to the monument-destroying Islamic
State group. In a letter to The Times newspaper,
South Africa’s last white president FW de Klerk,
who shared a Nobel Peace Prize with anti-
apartheid icon Nelson Mandela, dismissed the
campaign as “folly”. “If the political correctness of
today were applied consistently, very few of
Oxford’s great figures would pass scrutiny,” wrote
de Klerk, who was key  in ending racial segrega-
tion in South Africa. The Economic Freedom
Fighters, a radical left-wing party in South Africa,
expressed “disgust” at de Klerk’s comments and
called for his Nobel to be revoked. “All apartheid
and colonial statues and symbols must fall, not
just here in South Africa, but the world over,” it
said in a statement. But in an open letter to
Britain’s Independent daily, Abbott said Rhodes
was “a man of his times”. “The university should
remember that its mission is not to reflect fash-
ion but to seek truth and that means striving to
understand before rushing to judge.”— AFP 

Oxford statue stirs ghosts 

of British colonialism past

Student campaign boosted by social media 

NEW DELHI: After a drubbing in a state poll in
November, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
wants to overhaul his cabinet to weed out under-
performers and improve his government’s image.
Problem is, several sources said, he can’t find the
right replacements.

As New Delhi buzzes with speculation about
changes in several ministries, senior members of
the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and a close
aide to Modi said some changes could come early
next year but the talent pool was too shallow to
engineer a major revamp.

Pressure is mounting on Modi to revive his par-
ty’s fortunes.  Nearly two years after he swept to
power on a promise of jobs and growth, the shine
is coming off - reforms to revive investment have
withered and the economy is stuttering. Rural dis-
tress has grown after two successive droughts. “The
challenge is to identify the right candidates who
can deliver fast-paced reforms and policies in their
work sphere,” the prime minister’s aide said.

Articulate and suave, Finance Minister Arun
Jaitley has been considered for the defence portfo-
lio, another high-profile role that is crucial to Modi’s
geopolitical ambitions and plans to boost Indian
industry. But there was no one to take Jaitley’s
place in finance, the sources said. A spokesman for
Modi declined to comment.

Dearth of talent
An official in Jaitley’s office said they didn’t have

any knowledge of a possible reshuffle. Modi tends
to keep such decisions close to his chest, and the
sources said the final decision lay with the prime
minister.  They added that he has yet to make up
his mind on the changes, and that nothing has
been confirmed. Another close aide to the prime

minister dismissed talk of a reshuffle as specula-
tion, saying it had no basis.

The problem with the government’s search for
talent is that Modi’s Hindu nationalist administra-
tion is loath to tap people who are associated with
other ideologies, such as liberals or the left. At the
same time, the right-wing intelligentsia has not
developed after decades of rule by the centrist
Congress party, under which liberal institutions
flourished. “Compared to the Congress, we have a
smaller talent pool and less exposure, but it’s only a
matter of time that we expand our base,” BJP vice
president Vinay Sahasrabuddhe said. He said Modi
has “embarked on the process of fine-tuning the
government machinery and also send a concrete
signal that inefficiency will be checked.”

BJP’s defeat in Bihar state polls earlier this year
led to calls from within the party and the Hindu
group that is its ideological parent, the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), to remove ministers
and party officials who failed to deliver.

Fan intolerance 
Although a general election is not due until

2019, the government’s fortunes will depend on
upcoming provincial polls, including an election in
bellwether Uttar Pradesh state in 2017. Top RSS
and BJP leaders are expected to meet in New Delhi
in the second week of January, where these issues
are likely to be discussed. A revamp is also expect-
ed to send the message that Modi will not tolerate
remarks by ministers that fan intolerance against
India’s non-Hindu minorities.

Junior ministers Giriraj Singh and Niranjan Jyoti
could be removed after they made public remarks
construed as anti-minority, the sources said. Singh’s
and Jyoti’s offices said they have no information
about Modi’s reshuffle plans.

Some ministers are also looking for a change.
Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj has asked to be
moved to a portfolio with a more domestic focus,
the sources said. Swaraj’s office said they will not
comment about her plans. Road transport minister
Nitin Gadkari was offered additional charge of the
agriculture ministry, but he declined saying he
already had too big a job, the sources said.

A source in Gadkari’s office declined to com-
ment, calling it a “hypothetical question.”Modi is
looking to the RSS and may go further afield in
southern and northeastern states to find new, less-
er-known faces to bring to his government, his
aide said. That would also give his cabinet a more
pan-India feel, the aide said. — Reuters 

NAIROBI: Burundian President Pierre
Nkurunziza said yesterday he would fight
proposed African Union peacekeepers if
they set foot on Burundian soil, defying
intense global pressure to accept the
force. “Everybody should respect the bor-
ders of Burundi. If the troops are in viola-
tion of this decision, they will  have
attacked Burundi, and each Burundian
must stand up to fight them,” Nkurunziza
said in a speech broadcast on state radio.

“The country will have been attacked,
and we will fight them.” The 54-member
African Union gave Burundi a four-day
deadline on December 17 to accept a
5,000-strong force to halt months of vio-
lence, pledging to send troops even
though Burundi said it was opposed to
an “invasion force”. The small central
African country descended into blood-
shed in April  when Nkurunziza
announced his intention to run for a con-
troversial third term in a July election
that he went on to win.

“You cannot send troops to a country
if the United Nations Security Council
has not accepted it... the UN resolution
says the international community should
respect the independence of Burundi,”
Nkurunziza said in one of his strongest
speeches yet following the unrest.

Hundreds killed 
Burundi is still recovering from an ethni-

cally-charged civil war between majority
Hutus and minority Tutsis, which cost an
estimated 300,000 lives between 1993 and
2006. The violence-which has seen hun-
dreds killed and included an abortive coup,
regular ambushes on security forces, street
battles and even failed mortar bombings
on the presidential palace-echoes attacks
carried out during the civil war.

“When there are two warring forces
then you can have a peacekeeping force,”
Nkurunziza said. “But this is not the case
here, because we are facing a security
problem. It is not a political issue, because
this was resolved by the elections.” Rebels
last week said they had formed a force “to
protect the population” and uphold the

Arusha Agreement that paved the way to
the end of the civil war but which they say
Nkurunziza has violated by his controver-
sial third term in power.

Earlier this month UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon said that deploying
UN peacekeepers to Burundi was an
option to quell the violence. AU
Commission chief Nkosazana Dlamini-
Zuma has written to the UN Security
Council asking for “full  UN support
including the authorisation of a support
package” for the force, the AU has said.
The proposed force, the African
Prevention and Protection Mission in
Burundi, is known by its acronym in
French, MAPROBU. No details of possible
troop contributing nations have been
given, or any timeline for its deployment.
Burundian troops themselves are a key
contingent in the AU force in Somalia,
AMISOM, as well as the UN mission in
Central African Republic (CAR).

Sanction threats 
Nkurunziza’s speech came shortly

after the AU repeated threats of sanc-
tions if violence continues as it pushed
for the swift deployment of the force.
Burundi’s government and opposition,
who met in Uganda on Monday, are due
to meet again in January in the northern
Tanzanian town of Arusha for talks aimed
at ending months of violence.

Ugandan officials said talks would
resume on January 6 but the Burundi
government delegation said “no consen-
sus” had been reached on the date. “All
those whose action could jeopardize the
inter-Burundian dialogue, including
attacks by armed groups against govern-
mental facilities and other targets, as well
as refusal to respond to the invitation of
the mediator, shall be subjected to sanc-
tions,” Dlamini-Zuma said in a statement
seen yesterday. She gave no further
details of possible sanctions, which have
been threatened before, but called for
“unreserved cooperation” with the peace
process “in order to put an end to the
violence.” — AFP 

KARACHI: A court in Pakistan yester-
day sentenced a Shiite militant to 14
years in prison for throwing grenades
at the Saudi Arabian consulate in
Karachi four years ago, a prosecutor
said. Zaki Qazi of the little known
Lashkar-e-Mehdi group and his accom-
plice Tabish Hussain lobbed two
grenades at the mission as they rode
past on a motorcycle in May 2011,
causing no casualties.

Police carried out a raid in November
of that year, killing Hussain during fight-
ing and arresting Qazi. Special public
prosecutor Shamim Akhtar said: “The
court has awarded 14 years’ imprison-
ment to the accused (Qazi) and confis-
cation of his property.” 

Pakistan has since the 1980s been a
battleground for proxy groups funded

by Saudi Arabia and Iran. Sectarian
violence-mainly attacks by Sunni mili-
tants on Shiites, who make up roughly
20 percent of the population-has
claimed thousands of lives over the
past decade.

Donors in Saudi Arabia have long
been accused of quietly funding terror
groups sympathetic to the kingdom’s
hardline version of Sunni Islam. Leaked
diplomatic cables by then-US Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton in 2009 said Saudi
Arabian donors were “the most signifi-
cant source of funding to Sunni terrorist
groups worldwide”. 

The cable cited the Taliban, Al-
Qaeda and Pakistan’s Sunni Muslim sec-
tarian militants Lashkar-e-Jhangvi as
examples of where funds were being
channeled. — AFP
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BANGUI: A Burundi United Nations peacekeeper keeps watch outside a polling sta-
tion on December 30, 2015 as people go to the polls to take part in the country’s
presidential and legislative in the Muslim district in PK 5. — AFP

Modi unable to find people

for major cabinet revamp

KABUL: Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi waves as he boards an airplane at the
Kabul International Airport on December
25, 2015. — AFP 


