
GRAND RAPIDS: Republican presidential candidate, businessman Donald Trump
addresses supporters at a campaign rally. — AP

SANTIAGO: One former Chilean soldier said he
shot 10 people in the head and then blew up their
bodies with dynamite. Another said his platoon
drenched two teens with gasoline and set them
on fire. Both confessions made publicly this year
have shocked Chileans with details of crimes com-
mitted during the Andean nation’s bloody 1973-
1990 dictatorship. Human rights groups and fami-
lies of victims believe they are a clear sign military
pacts of silence that have hushed up many of the
atrocities committed during the rule of Gen
Augusto Pinochet may finally be unraveling.

“Criminals can’t take the guilt any longer,” said
Veronica de Negri, whose 19-year-old son,
Rodrigo Rojas, was burned to death at a 1986
protest against Pinochet. “They’re going to contin-
ue coming out. It’s a domino effect. More and
more will talk.” For nearly three decades, many
perpetrators enjoyed impunity. But after a former
soldier testified this year about Rojas’ killing, in
July a judge charged seven ex-soldiers with the
attack, which also severely burned another teen,
Carmen Quintana.

US documents published this year indicated
Pinochet covered up the military’s role in the slay-
ing of Rojas, who was a US resident visiting his
native Chile. The case drew worldwide condemna-
tion and strained the regime’s relationship with
Washington. The latest confession came early in
December and took Chileans by surprise: It hap-
pened during a radio show that usually focuses on
personal anecdotes, some humorous, some serious.

Love story 
Using the name “Alberto,” the caller first said he

wanted to share a love story. He then launched
into a much darker tale. He said he was an army
veteran and recounted taking several people to
the desert, shooting them in the head and blow-
ing up the bodies. “Not even their shadow was
left,” said the man, who expressed regret about
killing at least 18 people in various incidents.

Days after the 25-minute call, the man, identi-
fied as Guillermo Reyes Rammsy, was arrested.  A
judge ordered him held under house arrest while
the case is investigated. Attempts to reach
Rammsy were not successful. “These people carry
feelings of guilt,” said Giorgio Agostini, a forensic
psychologist. “Speaking about it, in this case pub-
licly, gives them some sort of release.”

At least 3,095 people were killed during
Pinochet’s dictatorship, according to government
figures, and tens of thousands more were tortured
or jailed for political reasons. Pinochet died in
2006 under house arrest without being tried on
charges of illegal enrichment and human rights
violations. Retired Gen Guillermo Garin, who was
the army’s second-in-command under Pinochet,

says the number of victims has been exaggerated.
He also denies the existence of any pacts of
silence.

“I was very close to General Pinochet,” Garin
told the AP. “The president was busy governing
the country and was not involved in anti-subver-
sive fights or combatting clandestine organiza-
tions.” But ample evidence points to Pinochet’s
involvement and to his orders for cover-ups.

US documents published recently show
Pinochet covered up the military’s role in the
burning death of Rojas. Declassified State
Department cables from 1986 cited a source with-
in Chile’s national police force who said a report
on the attack was presented to Pinochet, who
refused to take it and rejected ordering an investi-
gation.

Burned by firebombs 
At the time, Pinochet accused Rojas and

Quintana of being terrorists who were burned by
firebombs they planned to use against barricades.
Punishment for dictatorship-era crimes has been
sparse. The government’s human rights program
says 1,373 former and current military members
have faced trial. Of those, 344 have been convict-
ed, and most of them were sentenced to house

arrest or some other form of non-jail punishment.
While the trials have led to some revelations

about the regime’s abuses, human rights groups
believe there is much more to learn. Former
Supreme Court President Sergio Munoz, who
oversaw special judges handling hundreds of dic-
tatorship cases, says members of the military have
gone to great lengths to remain silent about the
crimes.

He hit roadblocks in some investigations and
often there was “deficient cooperation among
institutions,” Munoz told The Associated Press.
“Chile would benefit a lot from say, choosing 20
former military draftees and letting them go
unpunished in exchange for information,” said
Marta Lagos, a political analyst.

Fernando Mellado, who heads a group of for-
mer recruits who served during the dictatorship,
said more ex-soldiers would be willing to provide
information if they didn’t fear being jailed. He said
many young soldiers were “just kids” taking orders.
Attempts by some former military recruits to reach
an immunity-for-information deal with the
Ministry of Justice have failed.”If the state frees us
from responsibility, I think we’ll talk without a
problem because we are not the only ones
responsible,” Mellado said. — AP 

I N T E R N AT I O N A L
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2015

NEW YORK/WASHINGTON: Ten months before the
United States elects a new president, the Republican
Party has yet to resolve a problem that its leaders said
contributed to Mitt Romney’s 2012 loss to Barack Obama:
A lack of support among Hispanic and younger voters.

The percentage of Republicans among those likely to
vote in the Nov. 8, 2016, election lags Democrats by 9 per-
centage points, compared with a 6-point deficit in the
year leading up to Obama’s 2012 victory, according to an
analysis of Reuters/Ipsos polling data from 2012 and 2015.
While the American electorate has become more diverse
the last three years, the party’s support among Hispanic
likely voters and younger likely voters has shrunk signifi-
cantly. Polling data on likely voters who identify as mem-
bers of a particular political party are considered valuable
indicators of election outcomes. In 2012, 93 percent of
voters who identified as members of a particular party
cast a ballot for that party’s presidential candidate, a
Reuters/Ipsos Election Day poll found. The numbers sug-
gest the Republican field, led by billionaire businessman
Donald Trump, faces strong headwinds against the
Democrats, led by former secretary of state Hillary Clinton.

“Good candidates running good campaigns can over-
come partisan disadvantages,” Republican pollster and
strategist Neil Newhouse said. “The party faced these
same challenges in 2012 and is still facing those chal-
lenges, and it is potentially more significant.”

An analysis of the Reuters/Ipsos polling data found:
In 2012, Democrats made up 44.7 percent of party-

affiliated likely voters, compared to 39.1 percent
Republicans, a difference of about 6 percentage points,
according to the analysis of 87,778 likely presidential vot-
ers polled leading up to the 2012 presidential election.
The results have a credibility interval of plus or minus 0.3
percentage points.

Three years later, that lead had grown to nine points,
45.9 percent to 36.9 percent, according to the analysis of
93,181 likely presidential voters polled in 2015. The results
in 2015 have the same credibility interval as 2012.

Among Hispanics who are likely presidential voters,
the percentage affiliated with the Republican Party has
slipped nearly five points, from 30.6 percent in 2012 to 26
percent in 2015. Meanwhile, Hispanic Democrats grew by
six percentage points to 59.6 percent. Among whites
under 40, the shift is even more dramatic. In 2012, they
were more likely to identify with the Republican Party by
about 5 percentage points. In 2015, the advantage
flipped: Young whites are now more likely to identify with
the Democratic Party by about 8 percentage points.
Meanwhile, black likely voters remain overwhelmingly
Democratic, at about 80 percent.

Bread and butter voters
For both parties, the election will partly hinge, as

always, on getting out the votes, Newhouse said. But for
a Republican to win, the gap in party membership
means their voters need to show up at a much higher
rate than Democratic voters.

In November 2014, Republican voters did just that
with dramatic congressional victories that allowed the
GOP to take control of the US Senate and solidify its
control of the US House of Representatives. Those gains,
during a low-turnout midterm election, were fueled by
turnout among older white voters.

Ari Fleischer was co-author of “Growth and
Opportunity Project,” the Republican postmortem of
Romney’s 2012 loss which concluded that the party
had to connect with minorities, especially Asians and
Hispanics, and the young. “If our Party is not welcom-
ing and inclusive, young people and increasingly oth-
er voters will continue to tune us out,” the authors
wrote.

A former press secretary to President George W.
Bush, Fleischer said Republicans’ “bread and butter”
support comes from a powerful and growing block of
voters: whites over 55. The numbers bear that out.
Aging baby boomers likely to vote in a presidential
election remain strongly Republican, up slightly to 47.7
percent of voters polled in 2015. The share of that
group who identify as Democrats slipped nearly two
points to 35.4 percent in 2015.

Diverse field
An irony is that the Republican presidential field is

younger and more diverse than the Democratic con-
tenders. It includes Hispanics Ted Cruz and Marco Rubio,
both in their mid-40s; two business people - Trump and a
woman, Carly Fiorina; and a retired neurosurgeon, Ben
Carson, who is black.

All three Democratic candidates are white and long-
time politicians, though Clinton, the front-runner, is a
woman. Republican Senator Dean Heller of Nevada said
the rhetoric coming from some of his party’s candidates
is dampening any hope their message will resonate
beyond the party’s base.

Heller, who has endorsed former Florida Governor
Jeb Bush for the Republican nomination, noted Bush’s
brother George W Bush got about 40 percent of the
Hispanic vote in 2004 while Romney got just 28 percent
in 2012. “So it is possible for a Republican candidate to
do well with the Hispanic community,” Heller said. “And
we have to do better or we’re not going to win this
presidential race.” Carlos Firpi is a 31-year-old Hispanic
voter and a Republican. Earlier this year, he considered
himself a Trump supporter. No longer. “Now I don’t
know who to support,” said the computer technician
from Carlisle, Pennsylvania. “Unfortunately, all I seem to
hear anymore from anyone in the Republican Party is
extremism.” — Reuters 

WASHINGTON: Donald Trump is reviving mem-
ories of Bill Clinton’s affair with a White House
intern and his turbulent interactions with black
voters during South Carolina’s 2008 primary as
the ex-president prepares to campaign for his
wife in New Hampshire.

Trump’s latest broadsides on the Clintons - a
potential preview of a nasty, personal general
election - could benefit both sides as they seek
to energize voters leading into the first primary
contests. But they could pose a long-term risk
for Trump, some observers warn.

“If Hillary thinks she can unleash her hus-
band, with his terrible record of women abuse,
while playing the women’s card on me, she’s
wrong!” Trump said Monday on Twitter to his
nearly 5.5 million followers. “Remember that Bill
Clinton was brought in to help Hillary against
Obama in 2008. He was terrible, failed badly, and
was called a racist!” he added.

Escalating feud
The attacks are the latest in an escalating

feud between Trump and Hillary Clinton, who
have been spending more time focused on each
other as the first nominating contests draw
nearer. In a phone interview with NBC’s “Today
Show” on Tuesday, Trump said his comments
about Bill Clinton were “fair game” after Hillary
Clinton accused him of having a “penchant for
sexism.” Her remark was in response to Trump
saying Clinton had been “schlonged” by Obama
in the 2008 nominating contest.

“There was certainly a lot of abuse of
women,” Trump said of the former president. The
thrice-married Trump also said Tuesday that his
own marital indiscretions would be fair game
during the campaign. “Frankly, Hillary brought
up the whole thing with sexist,” he told reporters
aboard his private jet in Omaha, Nebraska,

ahead of a rally across the border in Iowa. “And
all I did is reverse it on her because she’s got a
major problem. Happens to be right in her
house. So, if she wants to do that, we’re going to
go right after the president, the ex-president.
Then we’ll see how it all comes out.”

In taking on Bill Clinton, Trump is drawing
upon two longstanding Republican critiques
against the former president that have received
scant attention thus far: the ex-president’s affair
with White House intern Monica Lewinsky dur-
ing the 1990s and his dust-up with black voters
during the 2008 South Carolina primary.

After Obama’s win, the former president not-
ed that Jesse Jackson had won South Carolina’s
primary in 1984 and 1988 - victories that didn’t
lead to the Democratic nomination. The remarks
angered many black voters and officials in the
state, who viewed it as an attempt to diminish
Obama, then Hillary Clinton’s main rival.
Republican strategist Kevin Madden, who is not
affiliated with any campaign, said Trump’s will-
ingness to go after the former president so
pointedly is precisely what his supporters like
about him. “He’s a departure from what they
believe are candidates who in the past have only
gone after Democrats with kid gloves,” he said.
Democrats and some Republicans, meanwhile,
said Trump’s comments could backfire in a gen-
eral election against Clinton, who has appealed
to women and minority voters at the heart of
the coalition that twice elected Obama.

Rep James Clyburn, D-SC, said in an inter-
view that Trump’s comments on race were
aimed at tamping down “black excitement and
participation” in the upcoming election. “He’s
trying to tarnish Mrs. Clinton and in doing so is
misrepresenting what was said” by the former
president, said Clyburn, who has remained neu-
tral in the Democratic primaries. — AP 

Trump says criticism 

of Bill Clinton is fair

STOCKHOLM: Thirty-five asylum-
seekers have asked to be relocat-
ed from a refugee housing facility
in southern Sweden because they
believe it’s haunted by ghosts,
officials said yesterday. The asy-
lum-seekers were spooked by
flickering lights and noise in the
plumbing system at the facility in
Grannaforsa, a small village in
Smaland province, said Magnus
Petersson, a local manager at the
Swedish Migration Agency.

Petersson said 35 of the 58
people living in the shelter came
to the agency’s office in the near-
by town of Alvesta on Tuesday,
demanding to be relocated. They
reluctantly returned to the shelter
at the end of the day after being
told there were no ghosts - and
no alternative housing available -
Petersson said.

“I know that in their faith there
is a different view on spirituality,”
he said. “We were responsive to
them but somewhere you have to
use your common sense and
believe in science.” Sweden has
received a record 150,000 asy-
lum-seekers this year, mostly
from Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan.
The large influx has left the
Swedish Migration Agency scram-
bling to find housing, including in
remote villages surrounded by

thick forest and roaming wildlife.
Hamid Alojaili, a Syrian resi-

dent of the Grannaforsa facility,
told local newspaper
Smalandsposten “we are sure”
that the building is haunted.
“Doors are getting reopened by
themselves,” he said in English in
a video clip posted on the paper’s
website. “And there is no one out-
side.” Many get the feeling they
are not alone even in the bath-
room, he said, adding that the
residents would rather stay in
tents than in Grannaforsa
“because it’s too dangerous to be
there.”

Stefan Johansson, a co-owner
of the facility, said it was built in
the 19th century and was long
used as a home for disabled peo-
ple. During World War II, it housed
German deserters. Johansson
said there are natural explana-
tions for all the things that fright-
en the asylum-seekers. “It’s an old
house and the doors maybe are a
bit crooked,” he said. “Sometimes
there are cracking noises in the
pipes.”

The flickering lights were
caused by glitches in electrical
switches, he said. “We have
explained all this to them. How
much of it they took in I don’t
know,” Johansson said. — AP 

asylum-seekers fear

shelter is haunted

WASHINGTON: Americans place a higher priority on pre-
serving the religious freedom of Christians than for other
faith groups, ranking Muslims as the least deserving of the
protections, according to a new survey. Solid majorities said
it was extremely or very important for the US to uphold reli-
gious freedom in general. However, the percentages varied
dramatically when respondents were asked about specific
faith traditions, according to a poll by The Associated Press
and the NORC Center for Public Affairs Research.

Eighty-two percent said religious liberty protections were
important for Christians, compared with 61 percent who said
the same for Muslims. About seven in 10 said preserving
Jews’ religious freedom was important, while 67 percent said

so of Mormons. People who identified with no religion were
ranked about even with Muslims in needing support to live
out their beliefs. Charles Haynes, director of the Religious
Freedom Center of the Newseum Institute, said the findings
reflect deep divisions among Americans about the very defi-
nition of religious liberty, which has taken on newly politi-
cized meanings in a time of debate over gay marriage and
the threat from Islamic extremists.

‘Eye of the beholder’ 
“Religious freedom is now in the eye of the beholder,”

Haynes said. “People in different traditions, with different ide-
ological commitments, define religious freedom differently.”

The poll was conducted Dec 10 through Dec13, after Islamic
extremist attacks in Paris and San Bernardino, California, and
during intensifying anti-Muslim rhetoric by Donald Trump
and other candidates for the Republican presidential nomi-
nation. The furor has led to a spike in vandalism of mosques
and harassment of US Muslims over the last month.

In the survey, 88 percent of Republicans said it was
important to protect the religious liberty of Christians, while
only 60 percent said so for Muslims. Democrats also ranked
religious freedom for Muslims as a lower priority. Eighty-
three percent of Democrats said the protections were impor-
tant for Christians, while only 67 percent said so for Muslims.

A Pew Research Center survey last year found an increas-
ing share of Americans believe Islam is more likely than other
religions to encourage violence among its followers. Several
outspoken critics have emerged who argue Islam itself is a
threat to the US. “These numbers seem to be part of a grow-
ing climate of anti-Muslim sentiment in the United States,”
said Madihha Ahussain, an attorney for Muslim Advocates, a
California-based civil rights group. “This climate of hatred has
contributed to dozens of incidents of anti-Muslim violence in
recent weeks.”

Helen Decker, 65, a West Texas Christian who reads the
Bible regularly, believes strongly that religious freedom
should be provided to people of all faiths or no faith, includ-
ing for her grandson whom she said is an atheist. But she
said Muslims can only earn the same religious liberty protec-
tions “under certain circumstances - that they can show that
they are not a radical Muslim.”  “Muslims - they need to be
protected just like Christians, unless they pose harm to
human life,” Decker said. But John Ashford of Chicago, who is
retired from the U.S. military and the Postal Service, said “it’s
not right” to deny religious liberty protections to Muslims. He
said officials have been showing too much deference to
Christians for political reasons, in what he considers a threat
to the separation of church and state. — AP 

AP-NORC Poll: Religious rights 

most vital for US Christians

SANTIAGO: In this Sept 11, 2015, file photo, a masked woman carrying a flower gathers
with others outside La Moneda presidential palace to mark the anniversary of Chile’s
coup. — AP

Republicans come up short in search for diverse votes 

Pinochet dictatorship pacts 

of silence unravels in Chile
‘Criminals can’t take the guilt any longer’

VIRGINIA: In this photo taken Dec 4, 2015, people arrive for Friday prayers at Dar Al-Hijrah Mosque in
Falls Church. — AP 


