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EAST GREENBUSH:  A vehicle is pulled from the median on Interstate 90. — AP 

US northeast hit by deadly winter storm
Snow, sleet and freezing rain greasing roads

PORTLAND: Winter weather that spun off a
series of deadly storms in the Midwest
brought the season’s first big punch to the
Northeast on Tuesday, with snow, sleet and
freezing rain greasing roads, sending driv-
ers spinning and keeping people indoors
amid sub-freezing temperatures. Parts of
northern New England had already about 6
inches of snow by early evening, and isolat-
ed areas could get 10 inches or more by
the time it ends late in the day, according
to the National Weather Service.

The weather made for a sloppy mess in
parts of metro Boston, where memories
linger of last winter ’s record-breaking
snowfall. But as Fernando Gonterman wait-
ed for a train from Harvard Square to his
job at Massachusetts General Hospital, he
was unfazed. “Weather is weather. Just deal
with it, right?” he said.

In snow-loving Vermont, Chassidy Byrd,
the assistant manager at a gas station and
convenience store in Plainfield, said the
storm returned the state to a sense of nor-
mal. Without any snow, “it didn’t feel like
Vermont,” she said. Mike Kistner of the
National Weather Service in Gray, Maine,
said the storm that chilled the Northeast is
linked to the same system that produced
deadly tornadoes in the Midwest begin-
ning Saturday, then brought heavy snow,
ice, rain, flooding and blustery winds as it
moved toward the Great Lakes. That storm
system killed dozens, including many who
drowned in floodwaters and others caught
up in tornadoes.

Kistner said the northeastern spur of the
system was tracking toward Cape Cod,
Massachusetts, before it blows out to sea
late Tuesday. 

Forecasters said snowfall totals would
range from an inch or less in parts of south-
ern New England before turning over to
rain and sleet, while northern regions

would see more. In central and northern
New York, 4 to 8 inches of snow was antici-
pated and police were investigating
whether slick roads caused a crash
overnight that killed a state corrections
officer driving home from work.

Making up 
The snow went a long way toward mak-

ing up for a warm, snowless December in
the Northeast where several spots are flirt-
ing with record warmth for the month. The
temperature topped 60 degrees on
Christmas Day in Maine, and normally,
Portland would have seen more than a foot
of snow by Tuesday, Kistner said.

There were no major traffic problems,
but some vehicles got stuck in the mount-
ing snow around rush hour. Traffic was
mostly light because schools were closed
for Christmas vacation and many business-
es were closed. 

Portland resident Aaron Lovely said he
walked through the worst of the snow for
about 20 minutes to get to his job at a
downtown record store, which was mostly
empty late Tuesday morning. He said the
trek through the snow “wasn’t the worst,”
and the winter’s lack of weather so far was
perhaps more unnerving. “It was kind of
weird that there wasn’t snow until now,”
Lovely said. 

“It’s about time.” Eric Janelle, of Weare,
New Hampshire, was happy for the busi-
nesses that rely on the snow, but memories
of last year’s relentless onslaught tempered
his enthusiasm. “It’s good that it’s finally
snowing here at the end of December, but
on the other hand, it was so bad last year
that it’s nice to have a little bit of a break,” he
said. A minute later, as he hopped over a
pile of slush on Concord’s Main Street, he
shouted over his shoulder: “I sure didn’t
miss this!” — AP 

GAZA CITY: Islamist group Hamas has
banned public New Year’s Eve parties in
the Gaza Strip because they offend the
territory’s “values and religious tradi-
tions”, police said yesterday. “The interi-
or ministry and police department did
not give permits to any restaurants,
hotels or halls for end-of-year parties”
after several venues requested permis-
sion, police spokesman Ayman Al-
Batinji said.

He said New Year’s Eve celebrations
were “incompatible with our customs,
traditions, values and the teachings of
our religion”. Parties had also been cur-
tailed in “solidarity with the families of
the martyrs of the Jerusalem intifada,”
Batinji said, referring to violence that
has swept the city and parts of the West
Bank in recent months.

Since October 1, 136 Palestinians and
20 Israelis have died in a wave of attacks
and clashes across Israel and the
Palestinian territories-including some in
Gaza. The majority of the Palestinians
were killed while carrying out attacks,

leading some to dub the unrest a third
Palestinian “intifada”, or uprising.

In previous years restaurants, hotels
and cafes in Gaza were allowed to host
closed events to celebrate New Year’s
Eve.  The New Year under the Islamic cal-
endar began this year in October, but
the new year under the Gregorian cal-
endar is widely celebrated across the
Arab world. Islamists Hamas tightly
restrict public parties and celebrations
in Gaza. 

A source close to the police said
security forces would close down “any
unlicensed party”. 

Gaza, a tiny enclave of 362 square
kilometers squeezed between Israel,
Egypt and the Mediterranean Sea, is
home to some 1.8 million Palestinians-
one of the highest population densities
in the world. It has been under an Israeli
blockade since 2006 when Hamas took
control of the region in a violent strug-
gle after the ruling Fatah movement
refused to cede power following elec-
tions Hamas won. — AFP 
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