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KUWAIT: Kuwait fans wave Kuwait flags during the opening ceremony. 

KUWAIT: Jaber Stadium inauguration is a source of
great “pride” and tremendous “achievement” for
the State of Kuwait, UAE’s Minister of Culture,
Youth and Community Development Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al-Nahayan said yesterday. Al-
Nahayan made this remark to the press upon his
arrival to Kuwait to be part of the grand opening
ceremony of this sporting facility which he
described as source of “pride not only to Kuwait
but also to all of the GCC countries.” “We are one
nation celebrating one joy,” Al-Nahayan referring
to Kuwait’s sporting festival. His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah inaugu-
rated the Stadium at 7:30 pm (local time). The
event featured fireworks show, national operetta
and a friendly game by Kuwaiti all-star team led by
Captain Mohammad Ibrahim and world all-star
team headed by Italian manager Fabio Capello. 

Hard work 
The organizing committee and all the teams

involved in arrangements for the occasion have
been worked very hard to provide favorable con-
dit ions to guarantee a  t r iumphant  event .
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs and Acting
Minister  of  E lectr ic i ty  and Water  Sheikh

Mohammad Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah, who
is also head of the committee, made the state-
ment on the eve of the occasion.

World all-star team happy 
Meanwhile, the world all-star football team has

expressed joy in visiting Kuwait and taking part in
the friendly match against Kuwait national football
team. 

The team made its remarks during a press con-
ference held by the event’s organizing committee
with participation of Italian coach Fabio Capello,
Luis Figo, a former Portuguese professional foot-
baller, Alessandro Nesta, a former Italian profes-
sional footballer, and Mohammad Ibrahim, coach
of the Kuwait team, in addition to Kuwaiti players
Mohammad Jeragh and Fahad Al-Ansari.

“I’m very happy about my first ever visit to
Kuwait on the occasion of this spectacular celebra-
tion, and meeting with an elite group of world
class footballers, some of whom I worked with in
the past,” Capello said in the conference. On his
part, Figo said that being in the country during the
opening festival is a “historic moment” - express-
ing his happiness towards his fourth visit to Kuwait
and seeing the many friends he made. — Agencies 

Jaber Stadium great ‘pride,  

KUWAIT: A band performs ahead of a friendly ceremonial match between Kuwait all-stars
team and Football Champions Tour Legends yesterday.


