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MILAN: AC Milan is through to the Italian Cup quarterfinals
after winning 2-0 at 10-man Sampdoria, Rossoneri coach
Sinisa Mihajlovic’s former team. M’Baye Niang broke the dead-
lock five minutes after the break, beating the offside trap to
run onto Carlos Bacca’s through-ball and fire into the bottom
left corner. Bacca sealed the result in stoppage time, thanks to
an assist from Keisuke Honda, after Samp had missed clearcut
chances to level.

Sampdoria’s hopes of a comeback started to fade when
defender Ervin Zukanovic was dismissed in the 64th minute
for picking up two yellow cards in a matter of seconds - hav-
ing said something to the referee, moments after being
booked for a foul. Milan will fancy its chances of reaching the
final. If it beats relegation-threatened Carpi, it will face the
winner of the match between the two lower-division sides left
in the competition - Alessandria and Spezia.

Earlier, Lazio came from behind to beat 10-man Udinese 2-
1 to book a quarterfinal tie against Juventus - a rematch of last
season’s final. Udinese scored a stunning opener in the 67th
minute. Panagiotis Kone flicked up Giovanni Pasquale’s cross
from the left before swiveling and volleying into the far top
corner.

The visitors’  lead lasted just three minutes before
Alessandro Matri levelled with Udinese down to 10 men after
substitute Rodrigo Aguirre had left the pitch for treatment on
an injury - shortly after coming off the bench. Aguirre tried to
play on but had to admit defeat, leaving Udinese at a numeri-
cal disadvantage for the rest of the match as its three substitu-
tions had already been made. Lazio scored the winner 11 min-
utes from time. Udinese’s 18-year-old goalkeeper Alex Meret
did well to deny Abdoulay Konko but could do nothing about
Danilo Cataldi’s header from point-blank range - although the
Lazio midfielder appeared to be offside. — AP 

ZURICH: The FIFA logo is pictured outside the FIFA headquarters. — AP 

Blatter faces judgment from 
FIFA ethics court he created

ZURICH: In the waning days of his presi-
dency, Sepp Blatter attempted to save his
job Thursday at the FIFA ethics committee
he helped create and whose authority he
does not recognize in his case. The sus-
pended FIFA president had been expected
to tell four judges he is innocent of wrong-
doing during the hearing at the headquar-
ters of soccer’s governing body, the first
time Blatter has entered the building since
he was banned for 90 days in October.

“Blatter looks forward to a decision in
his favor, because the evidence requires
it,” Blatter’s lawyer, Richard Cullen, said in
a statement after the hearing. “The evi-
dence demonstrates that President Blatter
behaved properly and certainly did not
violate FIFA’s Code of Ethics. This investi-
gation should be closed and the suspen-
sion lifted.”

With a large bandage on his face,
Blatter arrived at FIFA headquarters short-
ly after 8 am local time (0700 GMT) in a
chauffeur-driven car for a hearing that was
scheduled to start at 9 am. A spokesman
for Blatter, Thomas Renggli, said the Swiss
official has had a minor procedure to treat
a skin problem on his right cheek.

At 5 pm, Blatter and lead lawyer Lorenz
Erni drove away from the building without
making any comment. In 2012, Blatter was
key to empowering a tougher and more
independent FIFA ethics committee that
he now insists cannot remove an elected
president. “Now it has come back to haunt

him,” Mark Pieth, a former anti-corruption
adviser to FIFA, told The Associated Press
this week. Blatter risks a life ban if the ver-
dict - due early next week - is guilty for
approving a payment of about $2 million
from FIFA to Michel Platini in 2011. Platini
has also been banned for 90 days.

Otherwise, Blatter could be banned for
several years for a conflict of interest
between the two longtime FIFA executive
committee colleagues. He is also likely to
be quizzed about falsifying FIFA accounts.
In a Swiss television interview last month,
Blatter said it is “humiliating” for a FIFA
president to be barred from office by his
own ethics committee. He also said the
ethics committee he ushered in after a
previous corruption crisis had no right to
take him down.

Remove a president 
Only the FIFA congress can remove a

president, Blatter said at the time. In July
2012, FIFA moved from an in-house com-
mittee monitoring unethical conduct to a
two-chamber group of prosecutors and
judges with freedom and funding to pur-
sue cases. Pieth led a group of anti-corrup-
tion experts and soccer officials who
steered Blatter and FIFA toward moderniz-
ing reforms from 2012-14. Not all were
accepted, but the two-chamber ethics
court was crucial.

“It must be said that he (Blatter) was
the one who pushed it through congress,”

Pieth, a Swiss professor of law, said in a
telephone interview. “That was the
moment we all believed he is serious, at
least about the letter of the changes.”
Blatter complained about the ethics com-
mittee’s power to Russian news agency
TASS after his 90-day ban was imposed.
“They can be independent but they don’t
need to be against me,” he was quoted as
saying in October. Blatter was charged by
the ethics committee after Switzerland’s
attorney general opened criminal pro-
ceedings against him for the payment to
Platini, who is boycotting his own ethics
hearing on Friday.

The case centers on Platini getting
about $2 million of FIFA money as un-con-
tracted salary for working as Blatter’s pres-
idential adviser in 1999-2002. Platini asked
for a salary of 1 million Swiss francs. Blatter
has said the former France international
had a contract for 300,000 Swiss francs,
plus a “gentleman’s agreement” to get the
rest later. Swiss law obliged FIFA only to
pay the deferred money within five years
but Platini,  by then UEFA president,
reportedly asked for the balance in 2010
and was paid in February 2011.

The timing has raised suspicion, com-
ing months before a presidential election
when UEFA urged its members to support
Blatter against Mohamed bin Hammam of
Qatar. Blatter won unopposed after Bin
Hammam was implicated in bribing
Caribbean voters.—AP 

Milan through
to Cup quarters

with 2-0 win 

GENOA: AC MIlan’s M’Baye Niang celebrates after scoring
during an Italian Cup soccer match between Sampdoria
and AC Milan.—AP 

MUNICH: Amid speculation on the future of
coach Pep Guardiola,  Bayern Munich
extended the contracts of four players,
including Germany forward Thomas Mueller
and veteran Xavi Alonso. Germany defender
Jerome Boateng and Spain defensive mid-
fielder Javi Martinez also received new
deals ,  Bayern said yesterday.  Mueller ,
Boateng, and Martinez are signed through
mid-2021.

“Thomas, Jerome and Javi know how to
win trophies,  including the Champions
League,”  Bayern chairman Karl-Heinz

Rummenigge said. “They will add quality
and stability to our team in the long run.”
The 34-year-old Alonso is signed to the end
of the next season. There has been wide-
spread speculation in German and Spanish
media that Guardiola is set to announce his
departure from Bayern at the end of the sea-
son. He is in the final season of a three-year
deal.

Bayern plays in Hannover this weekend in
the last round before the Christmas break,
and Guardiola’s decision is expected in the
next few days. Speaking at a news confer-

ence on Friday ahead of  the Hannover
match, Guardiola again declined to reveal
his plans.

“Karl-Heinz Rummenigge and I  have
always said that we’ll sit together after the
last match (in Hannover), and talk about it
and I say this again today,” Guardiola said.
“Rummenigge knows everything, every-
thing!” Mueller has been at Bayern since
2000, and has become one of the team’s
most important players. He has 13 goals in
16 Bundesliga matches this season.

“I have the feeling and am convinced that

FC Bayern can play very successful football
over the next few years. I’m proud and delight-
ed about extending my contract,” Mueller said.
Martinez said Bayern has “a magnificent team.”
“Munich is a perfect city for a professional foot-
baller, everyone is very respectful here, and it’s
all come together,” the Spaniard said. Alonso
was the only player whose contract was expir-
ing at the end of the season. “With his experi-
ence as a World Cup and Champions League
winner, he has become an important part of
Bayern,” club vice chairman Jan-Christian
Dreesen said. —AP  

Bayern extends deals of four star players 


