
HAMILTON: Angelo Mathews made an unbeaten half century and
shared a record 136-run fifth-wicket stand with Milinda Siriwardana
to help Sri Lanka to 264-7 yesterday before rain ended the first day of
the second cricket test against New Zealand.

Only two run outs and a stumble when the partnership between
Mathews (63 not out) and Siriwardana (62) was broken detracted
from Sri Lanka’s best batting effort of the series, which overturned
expectations that the team that bowled first would win the day. New
Zealand captain Brendon McCullum won the toss and asked Sri
Lanka to bat on a lush green pitch at Seddon Park, expecting his
bowlers to dominate in conditions which supported both seam and
swing. Apart from Mathews, who maintains a test average in excess
of 50, and Siriwardana, who reached his second test half century,
Kusal Mendis made 31 and Dinesh Chandimal 47 as Sri Lanka kept up
a lively run rate of four per over throughout the day.

The partnership between Mathews and Siriwardana came in only
131 minutes and eclipsed the previous best fifth wicket partnership
for Sri Lanka against New Zealand. Trent Boult made the break-
through when he produced an edge from Siriwardana, which Ross
Taylor juggled before securing at first slip.

Taylor had dropped a catch in the same position in the second
over of the day which played a part in allowing Sri Lanka to set aside
its concerns about the pitch and make a positive start. After a poor
batting performance its first test loss of 122 runs, Sri Lanka took a
more positive approach from the outset yesterday. Mendis hit the
New Zealand bowlers off their lengths, attacking anything that was

full and creating the first uncertainty among the home side’s attack.

‘We’re disappointed’ 
New Zealand took an hour to achieve the first breakthrough, then

Tim Southee found a more effective length and dismissed Dimuth
Karunaratne (12) and Mendis in quick succession on either side of the
first drinks break. “We’re disappointed to be honest with the way we
bowled. The odd ball every over was letting us down when it came
to building pressure,” Boult said. “I think we just missed a trick today
a little bit but the positive is we did manage to turn it around a little
bit.”

Rather than going into its shell, Sri Lanka stepped up the attack.
Dinesh Chandimal played at the first ball he faced and edged a
boundary before slips. He then unleashed a barrage of mainly uppish
drives through cover and mid-off to lead Sri Lanka to 108-2 by lunch.

Jayasundera made 26 and put on 61 with Chandimal for the third

wicket before being run out in a mixup with his partner, beaten by
Mitchell Santner’s throw to the wickekeeper.

Chandimal followed soon after, driving lavishly again and edging
to keeper B.J. Watling who has held three catches in the innings and
12 in the series so far. Siriwardana hit five fours and three sixes from
81 balls and Mathews had also hit three sixes among eight bound-
aries in his 111-ball innings when rain ended the day’s play with 23
overs left to bowl. Boult removed Sirirwardana, then Kithuruwan
Vithanage (0) in the space of three balls before Kane Williamson’s
direct hit from gully ran out Rangana Herath (4). Sri Lanka lost three
wickets within 13 balls and for five runs during that period, allowing
New Zealand to balance the match a little by stumps. “It was a pretty
good fight back after the Sri Lankans batted well across the whole
day,” Boult said. “The wicket was pretty green and there was a bit of
movement out there but not as much swing as what I thought there
might be.” — AP 

DUNEDIN: Sri Lanka’s Dimuth Karunaratne is about to be caught by New Zealand’s BJ Watling, out for
84 off the bowling of Mitchell Santner on the second day of the first cricket test. — AP 
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Sri Lanka 264-7 at stumps on day 1

Sri Lanka, 1st Innings
Dimuth Karunaratne c Watling b Southee 12
Kusal Mendis c Watling b Southee 31
Udara Jayasundera run out 26
Dinesh Chandimal c Watling b Bracewell 47
Angelo Mathews not out 63
Milinda Siriwardana c Taylor b Boult 62
Kithuruwan Vithanage c McCullum b Boult 0
Rangana Herath run out 4
Dushmantha Chameera not out 0
Extras (7lb,12w) 19
Total (for seven wickets) 264
Overs: 67. Batting time: 297 minutes.
Fall of wickets: 1-39, 2-44, 3-115, 4-121, 5-259, 6-259, 7-264.
Still to bat: Suranga Lakmal, Nuwan Pradeep.
Bowling: Trent Boult 17-2-43-2, Tim Southee 16-5-51-2 (1w),
Doug Bracewell 19-2-79-1 (5w), Neil Wagner 7-0-49-0 (6w),
Mitchell Santner 7-0-34-0, Kane Williamson 1-0-1-0.

SCOREBOARD
HAMILTON, New Zealand: Scoreboard at stumps yesterday on
the first day of the second cricket test between New Zealand and
Sri Lanka at Seddon Park:

CINCINNATI: Todd Frazier smacked one ball after
another into the outfield seats as the clock ticked
away, bringing the capacity crowd at Great
American Ball Park to its feet for one of the best
moments in the ballpark’s history.

The Toddfather delivered the drama in the All-
Star Home Run Derby last July, winning it on his
final swing. Now, he’s been shipped to Chicago,
leaving little behind for fans to cheer. The Reds
showed their commitment to a full-scale overhaul
this week by trading Frazier - the franchise’s most
popular player - to the White Sox in a three-team
deal that brought more prospects.

Hard-throwing closer Aroldis Chapman will like-
ly be gone, too, and very shortly. It will be no sur-
prise if any of the other remaining veterans gets
shipped off as well. “No question,” Reds director of
baseball operations Walt Jocketty said. “It would be
tough to trade Joey (Votto) because he’s our fran-
chise player. But other than that, we have to
approach each deal differently.”

The Reds were the talk of baseball when they
gave Votto a $251.5 million, 12-year deal at the
start of the 2012 season. They won the NL Central
and 97 games that season, their best showing since
the days of the Big Red Machine. But they lost in
the opening round of the playoff to the Giants,
who went on to take the World Series.

Manager Dusty Baker was fired after a wild-card

loss to Pittsburgh the following season, and it’s
been downhill since. The Reds finished fourth with
86 losses in 2014 under Bryan Price, and dropped

98 games last season as the rebuilding began.
No 1 starter Johnny Cueto and Mike Leake were

dealt in July, leaving the Reds to finish the season

with an all-rookie rotation that got miserable
results. The last 64 games were started by a rookie,
the longest such streak in major league history.
After treading water and keeping the roster virtual-
ly intact for years, the Reds realized it was time to
start from scratch.

Who’s next to go?
Votto’s contract makes him difficult to trade.

He’s owed $199 million through 2023, with his
salary set at $25 million each season from 2018-23.
Votto walked a club-record 143 times last season
and can expect more of the same with few other
threats in the lineup. The Reds have already tried to
trade second baseman Brandon Phillips without
success.  He makes $13 million next season and $14
million in 2017. He was eighth in the NL with 173
hits last season, but had only 12 homers and 70
RBIs. Right fielder Jay Bruce batted only .226 with
26 homers and 87 RBIs. He’ll make $12.5 million
next season, and there’s a club option for 2017 at
$13 million with a $1 million buyout. Once
Chapman is dealt - the Reds are talking to several
teams - there’s nobody left on the roster with sig-
nificant closer experience in the majors. And the
rotation remains the biggest problem with its lack
of experience. Homer Bailey had Tommy John sur-
gery during last season and isn’t expected to be
ready by spring training. — AP 

CINCINNATI: In this Sept 12, 2015, file photo, Cincinnati Reds’ Todd Frazier hits a single in
the sixth inning of a baseball game against the St. Louis Cardinals. — AP 

Reds full scale makeover leaves little for fans


