
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2015

Diver Nick Perry swims through a helicopter wreck in Majuro Atoll lagoon.

Diver Nick Perry swims around a coral reef near Majuro
Atoll at the Marshall Islands.

Colorful fish swim around coral in Majuro Atoll lagoon at
the Marshall Islands.

Diver Nick Perry swims around sea life and coral in Majuro
Atoll lagoon.

We saw a turtle swimming lazily along and swam next
to it for a short distance before it seemed to sense it was
being cornered and darted away. Ueda runs his business
from the Marshall Islands Resort, one of just two
Western-style hotels in the capital, Majuro. Life on the
islands is slow-paced, and sometimes things like the
Internet, or the electricity, don’t work. In populated
areas, the lagoon is ringed with trash, although some
young activists are organizing drives to clean it up.

Sea life
There’s little catering for tourists, which is charming in

its own way. We went to a cafe in search of what is
apparently the island’s only espresso machine - only to
find that it had broken down. Perhaps the lack of caf-
feine is a good thing, though, in place that is so relaxed,
and where the people are unfailingly friendly and wel-
coming. Most scuba divers that come to this part of the
world tend to head to the World War II wrecks found
around Palau and the Micronesian island state of Chuuk.
Some make a stop at the Marshall Islands along the way.
The Marshall Islands also have stunning wreck diving

in the Bikini Atoll, although getting there is only for the
adventurous. From April through November, the Bikini

government helps organize a handful of trips in which
divers live aboard a boat for two weeks and are told of
the atoll’s history. After the war, Bikini was at the center
of the US nuclear testing program. One of those tests
sank the USS Saratoga (CV3), an aircraft carrier that is
now a favorite for divers. It remains unsafe to eat fish
from the Bikini lagoon. Perhaps ironically, that has led to
an explosion of sea life there.

If you go...
Marshall Islands: United is the only major carrier to fly

to the Marshall Islands. Tiny Nauru Airlines also offers
some flights. United flights are relatively expensive and
depart from Honolulu just three times each week, so it’s
important to leave plenty of time for connections.
Marshall Islands Resort is located in the capital, Majuro .
Raycrew dives are operated from an office in the hotel
complex by Hiroaki Ueda at about $75 per dive, depend-
ing on the trip.—AP

A diver shines a light to illuminate colorful fish including a Anemone Fish hiding amounts white coral in Majuro Atoll
lagoon.


