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Johnny Utah will do almost anything to
catch a criminal. Aficionados of the
campy 1990s surfboard cult classic

“Point Break” already know that. But the
ends to which America’s most extreme FBI
agent takes his daredeviling nearly 25
years after Keanu Reeves and Patrick
Swayze partnered in the original is what
makes this generation’s version of “Point
Break” something more than a by-the-
book reboot. Snowboarding, freeclimbing,
wingsuit flying, motocross - the new movie
features pretty much every kind of death-
defying sport you can think of and
employs the best in the world at each
endeavor to shoot the scenes.

No need to worry, purists: There’s surf-
ing, too, along with plenty of Keanu-like
cheese to choose from - Johnny: “Ideas can
be powerful.” Johnny’s love interest,
Samsara: “Not as powerful as a whaling
ship.” Deep thoughts. But if anything
about this remake lingers 25 years hence, it
probably won’t be the lines. Rather, it will
be the risk and expense the directors and
athletes incurred to portray extreme sports
in the most realistic light possible. “I’ve
seen a Hollywood snowboard movie
where they’re showing the same, quote-
unquote, trick, but it’s two different rota-
tions,” said Louie Vito, the Olympic snow-
boarder who has a cameo in the movie.
“It’s a lot of little things like that that we
notice that can make a movie a lot more
corny. But this, having the guys they had
do the stunts and the riding, it stays way
more true to it.”

Heart-pounding
From Xavier De Le Rue in snowboard-

ing to Chris Sharma in free climbing, “Point
Break” serves up a Who’s Who list of
action-sports stars - some of whom saw
opportunities open when the original
movie helped bring extreme sports to the
masses. “For Generation Xers, that movie
was an inspiration for us,” said wingsuit
pilot Jeb Corliss, who helped with the
remake. “It made you think that maybe you
can earn a living doing something you
love.” The filmmakers traveled to four con-
tinents and spared no expense to shoot
the action.

It took around 60 takes to produce a
heart-pounding, five-minute scene of the

movie’s philosophical antihero, Bodhi, and
his wingsuit-wearing posse jumping off
the Jungfrau in the Swiss Alps, dodging
mountains and skimming just above valley
floors on the way to a safe landing. Corliss
called it the most dangerous stunt that’s
ever been filmed for a movie. Big mountain
snowboarders Ralph Backstrom and Mike
Basich joined De Le Rue in playing Bodhi,
Johnny and the rest for their near-vertical
trip down the Aiguille de la Grande in
France. One portion of the filming trig-
gered a Class 4 Avalanche.

“Sure, it would have been a hell of a lot
easier to shoot these scenes on a green-

screen stage in Atlanta,” director Ericson Core
said. “But honestly, that wouldn’t respect
those sports at all. We pushed the limits as far
as we possibly could.” These extreme stars
are no strangers to this kind of danger. But
more often, their travails are performed
among themselves or, at best, made into
movies and videos that bypass Hollywood
and are distributed straight to the niche audi-
ences that care the most about this stuff. It
brings special meaning to a question Bodhi
poses midway through the movie: “If a tree
falls in the woods, and nobody is there to
YouTube it, did it really happen?”

Reluctant acceptance
Well, the tree called “Point Break” is drop-

ping on Christmas - same as the NFL-med-
ical-detective film “Concussion.” That movie
portrays a league that, for decades, put lives
on the line for the sake of entertainment
while teetering between denial and reluc-
tant acceptance of football’s life-altering
consequences. “Point Break” deals with
some similar issues differently: Both the
movie’s characters and the extreme athletes
who perform their stunts are more than will-
ing to risk their lives for a cause. They don’t
shirk from their reality. They revel in it.

“I can’t tell you why any one person

does it, but for me, I want to evolve as a
human being, see how far I can go,” Corliss
said. Bodhi takes that ethos and pushes it
to the brink - and beyond. This isn’t really a
spoiler. Whether you memorized the first
“Point Break” or are completely new to
these movies, it’s no mystery from early-on
that things cannot end well for “The
Bodhisattva.” But like its predecessor, the
2015 film is more about the morally com-
plex and adrenaline-saturated journey
than the final resting place. Or, as Bodhi
puts it: “We’re all gonna die. The only ques-
tion is ‘How?’” — AP

Rita Ora sues to
leave Jay Z label

British singer Rita Ora, a
onetime protegee of rap
mogul Jay Z, filed a law-

suit Thursday seeking to leave
his company, charging that his
interests have wandered else-
where. The Albanian-born artist
remains popular in Britain,
where she was a judge on the
latest season of “The X Factor”
music competition, but has not
released an album since her
2012 debut. In a lawsuit filed in
a Los Angeles court, Ora said
she had multiple records that
she hoped to release but was
hamstrung by her contract with

Jay Z’s Roc Nation. Ora, now 25, was an early signing when Jay Z
in 2008 set up Roc Nation, a label and entertainment promotion
company. But Ora noted that Roc Nation was not a full-service
label, instead needing distribution tie-ups with major players.
Without naming him directly, she said that Jay Z has since turned
to other pursuits such as the Tidal streaming service. “Roc
Nation’s initial support for Rita waned as it diverted its focus from
a record label business into other ventures, launching various
endeavors including a sports management firm and agency and
the Tidal Music streaming service,” the lawsuit said.

“When Rita signed, Roc Nation and its senior executives were
very involved with her as an artist,” it said, adding that the com-
pany had transformed to the point where “she no longer had a
relationship with anyone at the company.” Ora said that her con-
tract forbade her from taking her music elsewhere but that Roc
Nation considered her under contract until at least 2019. The
lawsuit said that Ora should have the right to leave Roc Nation as
of yesterday under a longtime California labor code that sets sev-
en years as the maximum amount of time for a contract in which
a person cannot change employers. —AFP

Electronic artist Kygo has
become the fastest artist
to hit one billion streams

on Spotify, capping a phenom-
enal year for him, the music
site said Thursday. 

The Norwegian DJ, a key
figure in the tropical house
genre that has won a growing
following, reached the billion-
mark in a little more than a
year. Kygo’s first major solo
release came in December
2014 — “Firestone,” a mellow
dance track that gradually
builds to the vocals of
Australian singer Conrad
Sewell.

He later followed up the
success with the track “Stole
the Show.” While hailing Kygo
on his own merits, Spotify cit-
ed his success as an example
of the possibilities of stream-
ing, which offers unlimited, on-

demand music online. Spotify, the leading streaming site, has
faced accusations from a number of artists that it pays back
too little for musicians to earn a living.

The Swedish company said that it quickly identified Kygo
and cooperated closely with his label, Sony’s electronic-ori-
ented Ultra Music. Spotify said it first worked to promote
“Firestone” in Europe before launching a global push to
acquaint its users with Kygo. “We knew when we signed him
that he had a fanatical following, and we were really able to
harness that with the support of Spotify as a global partner on
the project,” Toby Andrews, head of electronic music market-
ing for Sony Music International, said in a statement. —AFP

Kygo breaks Spotify 
record for quick rise

Norwegian DJ and record
producer Kyrre Gorvell-
Dahll,  also known by his
stage name Kygo, performs
during the 2015 Nobel Peace
Prize Concert. — AFP

In this image provided by Warner Bros Entertainment Inc, Luke Bracey plays Utah, left, and Edgar Ramirez plays Bodhi in
a scene from “Point Break.” — AP photos

‘Point Break’ remake features 
real athletes, not stuntmen

In this image provided by Warner Bros Entertainment Inc, Edgar Ramirez plays
Bodhi in a scene from “Point Break.”


