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KUWAIT: Dubai-based flydubai advis-
es its passengers to arrive at the air-
port on time to avoid the last minute
rush as tens of thousands of people
make their way home, or go on holi-
day, ahead of one of the busiest week-
ends for travel this year.

flydubai,  which operates from
Sheik Saad Al-Abdullah Terminal in
Kuwait, is expecting a surge in num-
bers of passengers between Thursday
17 December and Saturday 19
December. More than 12,000 passen-
gers a day are expected to travel with
flydubai this weekend to destinations
like Amman, Beirut, Jeddah, Muscat
and Sri Lanka.

On time
The airline is reminding its passen-

gers as they plan their trips to allow
for plenty of time to travel to the air-
ports and to aim to be at the terminal
at least three hours before their
scheduled flight time. Passengers are
advised to check which airport and
terminal they are departing from
before leaving home. 

Check-in
Check-in for any flydubai flight will

close 60 mins before departure. The
carrier will not accept passengers who
attempt to check-in later than the
specified timing. Passengers have the
option to check- in online for most of
flydubai’s destinations, but are
required to drop off their checked
baggage 60 minutes before the flight
departure time.

Passengers who have an e-board-
ing pass and are travelling with hand
baggage only, can proceed directly to

passport control and security clear-
ance. Passengers can also use the self-
service check-in kiosks in the depar-

tures hall.
Pack smart

To avoid any delays, passengers are

encouraged to pack smartly and be
aware of how much baggage they can
take on board and check-in as part of
their Business Class and Economy
Class allowances.

All liquids, aerosols and gels (LAGs)
in the check-in and hand baggage
should be in a clear re-sealable plastic
bag.  For safety reasons, flydubai will
not allow passengers to take items
powered by lithium batteries such as
hoverboards, mini segways, balance
wheels and solowheels on board any
of its flights. This applies to hand bag-
gage and checked baggage. For more
information about restrictions on the
carriage of lithium batteries and other
dangerous goods, passengers are
advised to read the carrier’s baggage
policy available on flydubai.com.

flydubai advises passengers to be punctual to avoid rush

India Nov oil
imports up 7.2%;
Saudi top seller 

DUBAI: India has shipped-in 7.2 percent more oil in
November compared with a year ago, ship tracking
data obtained from sources and compiled by
Thomson Reuters Oil Research & Forecasts showed,
with Iran’s share in the overall imports declining to its
lowest level in eight months.

India has slowed down imports from Iran to restrict
annual shipments to within the permissible limits of
Western sanctions. Indian refiners together bought
about 138,100 barrels per day (bpd) oil from Tehran, a
decline of about 24 percent from a year ago, and
equivalent to about 3.3 percent of New Delhi’s overall
imports during the month. 

India, the world’s fourth biggest oil consumer,
shipped in about 5 percent more oil last month com-
pared with October at 4.14 million bpd, the data
showed. Imports from the Middle East in November
surged to their highest level in eight months, reflect-
ing an increase in the region’s share in overall pur-
chases to about 60 percent from about 56 percent last
month.

The following table shows India’s imports by
country according to tanker arrival information. The
imports include condensate. Volumes are in ‘000
bpd. — Reuters

LONDON: Oil fell yesterday as bearish senti-
ment driven by oversupply rattled the market
and was set to lead prices to a third straight
weekly drop, the longest losing streak in four
months.

Global benchmark Brent crude traded
down 24 cents at $36.82 a barrel at 1133 GMT.
US crude futures fell to a near seven-year low
of $34.41 a barrel but later recovered to
$34.51, down 44 cents on Thursday’s close.

The global supply glut that brought prices
close to 11-year lows this week means Brent
will post losses for a third consecutive year, the
first time that has happened since exchange-
based oil trading started in the 1980s.

West Texas Intermediate (WTI) futures are
set for a second straight yearly loss, the first
time that will have happened for the US oil
pricing benchmark since 1998.

“Prices are falling on continued bearish

sentiment and maybe WTI has fallen on the
conviction that it was priced too high against
Brent,” said Carsten Fritsch, senior oil analyst at
Commerzbank in Frankfurt. The WTI-Brent
spread fell to the lowest in 11 months earlier
this week at $1.10 a barrel. The differential has
since recovered to $2.29 as WTI made bigger
losses.

Traders were preparing for even lower
crude prices next year by taking up more put
options to sell US crude in February should
prices fall to $30, $25 or even $20 per barrel,
according to Reuters data. Russia, one of the
world’s top oil producers, said yesterday it was
not considering coordinating its output policy
with OPEC members, adding the organization
was not exerting as much influence as it did in
the 1970s and 1980s.

Russia has long maintained informal con-
tacts with OPEC and hinted in the past it might
be ready to cut oil production to prop up
prices. The seemingly unstoppable decline in
oil is raising concerns about investment in
future supplies, IEA Executive Director Fatih
Birol said yesterday in Singapore. “The current
low oil price makes me worried because it
means lower investments in new oil projects,”
he said. — Reuters

Oil heads for third straight 
weekly loss as supply weighs
Russia says not considering OPEC coordination

VIENNA: The crude basket price went
down 79 cents Thursday and stood at
USD 31.49 per barrel, compared with
$32.28 pb the previous day, the OPEC
said yesterday. The yearly average for
the basket last year was USD 96.29 per
barrel, it said. The OPEC Reference
Basket of Crudes (ORB) is made up of
the following:  Saharan Blend (Algeria),
Girassol (Angola), Oriente (Ecuador),
Iran Heavy (Islamic Republic of Iran),

Basra Light (Iraq), Kuwait Export
(Kuwait), Es Sider (Libya), Bonny Light
(Nigeria), Qatar Marine (Qatar), Arab
Light (Saudi Arabia), Murban (UAE) and
Merey (Venezuela).

During their recent meeting in
Vienna, OPEC member countries had
decided to maintain their production at
30 million barrels per day (bpd) despite
a surplus in the market estimated at
over a million barrels. — KUNA

OPEC oil price down
to $31.49 pb


