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WASHINGTON: Russian President Vladimir
Putin and US presidential candidate Donald
Trump praised each other on Thursday, say-
ing they would welcome an improvement
in the now-icy relations between their two
nations.

Trump - who holds the lead in opinion
polls in his bid for the Republican nomina-
tion and was dubbed the “absolute leader”
in the race by Putin - said that by working
together, the United States and Russia could
work toward defeating terrorism and
“restoring world peace.”

The billionaire businessman’s remarks
were in stark contrast to his Republican
rivals’ rhetoric. Republicans have frequently
taken to bashing Putin and have used his
rocky relationship with Democratic
President Barack Obama as evidence that
the administration lacks strength in interna-
tional affairs.

Obama has been critical of Putin, and
called for sanctions after Russia annexed
Crimea. In recent months, the two countries
have split on how to fight Islamic State in
Syria. Putin has backed Syrian President
Bashar Assad, while Obama has called for
Assad to step down. Trump, who called
Putin “highly respected,” has frequently
argued that his business background and
ability to negotiate deals would allow him
to improve relations with Russia, as well as
other nations.

Presidential race
Putin, speaking on Thursday at his year-

end news conference, told reporters he wel-
comed Trump’s desire for better relations
with Russia. “He is a very flamboyant man,
very talented, no doubt about that. But it’s
not our business to judge his merits, it’s up
to the voters of the United States,” Putin
told reporters. “He is an absolute leader of

the presidential race, as we see it today. He
says that he wants to move to another level
relations, a deeper level of relations with
Russia,” Putin said.  “How can we not wel-
come that? Of course, we welcome it.”
Trump responded that he was honored. “It
is always a great honor to be so nicely com-
plimented bya man so highly respected
within his own country and beyond,” the
real estate mogul and former TV reality star
said in a statement.

“I have always felt that Russia and the
United States should be able to work well
with each other towards defeating terrorism
and restoring world peace, not to mention
trade and all of the other benefits derived
from mutual respect.” Trump’s response
was a far cry from the stance of another
Republican candidate, former business
executive Carly Fiorina.  During Tuesday

night’s presidential debate, she said she
would not even speak to Putin if elected in
November 2016 until executing a series of
military changes.

Improve relations
One of Trump’s fiercest rivals, Jeb Bush,

said Putin’s support for him was evidence
that Trump is like Democratic front-runner
Hillary Clinton, a former secretary of state
who was part of Obama’s early attempts to
improve relations with Russia. On Twitter
on Thursday, the former Florida governor
dubbed Trump “Hillary 2.0.” Asked about
Putin’s comments, White House
spokesman Josh Earnest said they sounded
pretty close to an endorsement of Trump.
But he would not weigh in on whether a
Trump presidency would change US-
Russian relations. — Reuters
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WASHINGTON: The United Nations’
“gross institutional failure” to act on alle-
gations that French and other peacekeep-
ers sexually abused children in the Central
African Republic led to even more
assaults, according to a new report
released Thursday. One young boy who
initially reported an attack on his friends
now says he has been raped, too.

The independent panel found that the
accounts by children as young as 9 of trad-
ing oral sex and other acts in exchange for
food in the middle of a war zone in early
2014 were “passed from desk to desk,
inbox to inbox, across multiple UN offices,
with no one willing to take responsibility.”
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Analysis: Obama to call for more
troops from advanced armies, but critics
say root of problem is culture of impunity
Among those said to have looked the oth-
er way were the UN children’s agency,
UNICEF, as well as human rights staffers.
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, in a
statement, expressed “profound regret
that these children were betrayed by the

very people sent to protect them” and
said he accepted the panel’s broad find-
ings.

The panel, led by Canadian judge
Marie Deschamps, found that UN staffers
failed or hesitated to pass the children’s
allegations to more senior officials, some-
times because of political concerns with
France involved; showed “unconscionable
delays” in protecting and supporting the
children; failed to further investigate the
allegations; failed to properly vet peace-
keepers for past abuses; and, overall,
appeared more concerned with whether
one UN staffer had improperly alerted
French authorities.

Vulnerable people
“The welfare of the victims and the

accountability of the perpetrators
appeared to be an afterthought, if consid-
ered at all,” the report says. As of now,
more than a year and a half after UN
staffers first heard the children’s allega-
tions of sexual abuse, no one has been
arrested. The report lays bare one of the
most persistent and embarrassing prob-
lems for the UN and its member countries
as tens of thousands of peacekeepers

serve in some of the world’s most volatile
areas: Some vulnerable people are raped
by their protectors, and often no one is
punished. Many victims are children.

The children in Central African
Republic’s capital, Bangui, reported the
abuses in the middle of deadly chaos. The
country had been ripped apart by vio-
lence between Christians and Muslims,
and thousands of frightened people had
sought shelter in squalid camps at the air-
port. French and other peacekeepers
were trying to establish security. The chil-
dren told UN staffers that they had been
hungry and did what the peacekeepers
asked in return for food. 
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Nineteen months after the charges first
surfaced, four peacekeepers are being
questioned over food-for-sex allegations.
Almost a year passed before such allega-
tions by a half-dozen children were made
public in media reports this past April and
May, leading Ban to order the independ-
ent investigation. Only then, the new
report says, did the UN follow up with the
children it had interviewed months ago

and ensure their care. At that point, a new
round of interviews found that “some chil-
dren alleged further cases of sexual abuse
by peacekeepers,” the report says. And
additional children reported abuse. One
child, who a year earlier at age 11 had told
UN staffers about watching peacekeepers
rape his friends, “now reported that he
himself had been orally and anally raped.”

Potential victims
The panel found it “appalling” that the

children didn’t receive immediate medical
care. While UNICEF had referred the chil-
dren to a local NGO partner for medical
support, the panel found that in reality a
social worker “devoted a total of two
hours ... to listening to the children and
filling out forms required by UNICEF.” The
report also calls UNICEF’s failure to seek
out other potential victims a “serious
breach” of the agency’s duty to protect
children. Meanwhile, the children’s allega-
tions took months to reach top UN offi-
cials. The report says the head of the UN
peacekeeping mission in Central African
Republic, Babacar Gaye, was told several
times about the allegations, beginning
June 1, 2014, and did not act. — AP

‘Gross institutional failure’ by UN on child sex abuse case

Brazil court

lifts the ban

on WhatsApp
BRAZIL: A court order that temporarily banned
WhatsApp in Brazil has been cut short after a judge
found the ruling unreasonable. Facebook-owned mes-
saging app WhatsApp is alive and kicking in Brazil less
than 24 hours after a judge ordered a temporary ban of
the app for failing to hand over user info in a criminal
case. The trafficker purportedly utilized WhatsApp
administrations while carrying out violations, and the
court needs access to his interchanges with others.

The interruption of WhatsApp’s text message and
Internet telephone service caused outrage in Latin
America’s largest country, where the company esti-
mates it has 100 million personal users, and led to angry
exchanges on the floor of Congress. There is a victor in
all of this: instant messaging service Telegram, backed
by Russian entrepreneur Pavel Durov, said it had regis-
tered some 1.5 million new users in several hours due to
the blockage.

In a statement about the lower court’s order to block
the service, Sao Paulo’s state court system said only that
California-based WhatsApp had ignored two prior judi-
cial orders this year. “Because WhatsApp did not
respond to a court order of July 23, 2015, on August 7,
2015, the company was again notified, with there being
a fixed penalty in case of non-compliance”. Details were
murky as the case is sealed, though local media report-
ed it concerned an investigation into Brazil’s most pow-
erful drug gang. However, Judge Xavier de Souza has
said the service should be re-instated immediately, stat-
ing that it it was “not reasonable that millions of users
be affected by the inertia of the company”.

If you’re in Brazil, you may have been upset that
WhatsApp was blocked. The incident highlighted grow-
ing global tensions between technology companies’
privacy concerns and national authorities’ efforts to use
social media to recover information on possible criminal
activities. Until today, Brazil has been an ally in creating
an open Internet. “I have two WhatsApp groups with
my staff”, said Luciana Rego, a manager at a household
care products company. “This is ridiculous”, yelled
Congressman Caio Narcio. — www.mytechbits.com

MOSCOW, Russia: Russian President Vladimir Putin gestures during his
annual news conference. — AP 


