
HAVANA: The United States and Cuba have
struck a deal to allow as many as 110 regular
airline flights a day, allowing a surge of
American travel to Cuba that could eventually
flood the island with hundreds of thousands
more US visitors a year, officials said Thursday
on the anniversary of detente between the
Cold War foes.

The deal reached Wednesday night after
three days of talks in Washington opens the
way for US airlines to negotiate with Cuba’s
government for 20 routes a day to Havana and
10 to each of Cuba’s other nine major airports,
the State Department said. While it will likely
take months before the first commercial flight
to Havana, the reestablishment of regular avia-
tion to Cuba after half a century will almost
certainly be the biggest business develop-
ment since the two countries began normaliz-
ing relations last year.

Even a fraction of the newly allowed num-
ber of flights would more than double current
US air traffic to Cuba but it may take years to
reach that number. US travel to Cuba has risen
by more than 50 percent this year alongside
an even great surge in travel from other coun-
tries, overwhelming the country’s outmoded
tourist infrastructure. Havana’s international
airport is barely able to accomodate current
demand for flights into the city and virtually
every hotel is booked well into next year.

It seems almost certain that Cuban officials
will allow new US flights slowly in order to
make sure the government can handle the
increase in travel. The United States and Cuba
publicly say they’re delighted with the state of
diplomatic relations a year after Presidents
Barack Obama and Raul Castro declared the
end to more than 50 years of official hostility.
The two countries have reopened embassies
in Havana and Washington; agreed to a pilot

program restarting direct mail service; signed
two deals on environmental protection; and
launched talks on issues from human rights to
compensation for US properties confiscated
by Cuba’s revolution.

Shared interests
Los Angeles Dodgers player Yasiel Puig,

from Cuba, holds a young baseball player as
he poses for pho ... “We are advancing our
shared interests and working together on
complex issues that for too long defined_and
divided_us,” Obama said in a statement issued
Thursday. “Meanwhile, the United States is in a
stronger position to engage the people and
governments of our hemisphere,” he added.
“Congress can support a better life for the

Cuban people by lifting an embargo that is a
legacy of a failed policy.”

The US secretaries of state, commerce and
agriculture and the Cuban-born deputy secre-
tary of homeland security have all made offi-
cial visits to start discussions on unsexy but
vital technical matters like produce inspection
and port regulations. Sports and cultural activ-
ity is heating up too. Havana has been
swamped by US celebrities. Music promoters
are jostling to hold a US pop concert in the
capital early next year. Major League Baseball
stars including Cuban-born defectors Yasiel
Puig and Jose Abreu were warmly welcomed
by the Cuban government this week on a
goodwill trip meant to pave the way for spring
training games in Cuba in 2016. — AP
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Carter admits improper 
use of personal email account
IRBIL, Iraq:  US Defense Secretary Ash Carter acknowledged on
Thursday he sometimes used a personal, unsecured email account to
conduct official business after he took office in February, a practice he
called “entirely my mistake.” His admission followed a New York Times
report revealing that he continued the practice even after Hillary
Clinton triggered a wave of criticism in March for using a private email
account to conduct government business while she was secretary of
state. The FBI and several congressional committees are investigating
Clinton. Presidential chief of staff Denis McDonough found out in May
about Carter’s emailing and, through White House counsel, expressed
concern to Pentagon lawyers, White House spokesman Josh Earnest
said. Carter nonetheless persisted, telling reporters Thursday that he
ended the practice “a few months ago.” Carter said he did not use his
phone for classified information. The Defense Department said all his
messages, which appeared to be largely about meetings and speeches,
were backed up for record keeping on the department’s email system.

Entirely my mistake
Earnest made clear that Carter had erred in his email practices, but

he said the consequences did not seem significant. He said the
Pentagon had expressed willingness to cooperate with congressional
inquiries. Carter did not respond directly when asked by a reporter
whether he had stopped using his personal account only after the
Times filed a Freedom of Information request in September for some of
his emails. He repeated that he had stopped “a few months ago. And
basically, what that means is I was doing it for longer than I should
have.” — AP

PANAMA CITY, Panama: In this April 11, 2015, file photo, Cuban President Raul
Castro, left, and US President Barack Obama meet at the Summit of the
Americas in Panama City, Panama, Saturday. — AP 

US-Cuba aviation deal allows
110 scheduled flights a day

IRBIL, Iraq: Defense Secretary Ash Carter speaks to
reporters in Irbil. —AP


