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NEW DELHI: An elderly Indian man rests as he reclines against a tree trunk with a banner against rape, at Jantar Mantar,
an area near the Indian parliament where citizens from across the country assemble for protests, in New Delhi yester-
day.—AP

Delhi gang-rape attacker 
to walk free tomorrow

NEW DELHI: An attacker in the deadly
gang-rape of a student in New Delhi will
be freed this weekend, a court said yes-
terday, days after India marked the third
anniversary of the assault that sparked
global outrage. Jyoti Singh, who was 23,
died after being brutally assaulted on a
moving bus in New Delhi in December
2012, triggering angry protests over
India’s treatment of women.

The Delhi High Court said it was
unable to halt the release of the attack-
er, who was 17 at the time of the rape,
because he had served the maximum
three years in a juvenile detention facili-
ty. “This is a setback for the entire coun-
try. The court said that as per current
legislation, he cannot be remanded for
more than three years,” Anil Soni, one of
the lawyers in the case, told reporters.

“The terror that we had faced a few
years back will be back on the 20th of
December on our streets,” he added,
referring to the release date.  The vic-
tim’s mother, who on Wednesday pub-
licly named her daughter for the first
time, said the parents had failed to
secure justice.

“We did not get the justice we were
assured of. Finally, a criminal will walk
free,” a teary-eyed Asha Singh told
reporters after the hearing. 

Women’s rights groups opposed the
juvenile’s release, mainly on the
grounds that it was unclear if he had
been rehabilitated and was ready to be
reintegrated into society. The court
instructed government welfare depart-
ments to look after the attacker’s post-
release rehabilitation and reform over

the next two years. Singh’s father said
they were mulling appealing the deci-
sion in the Supreme Court, India’s high-
est court.

“We have been hurting since 2012.
Let’s see what we do, right now my
head isn’t working at all,” Badrinath
Singh said.

The Indian government introduced
tougher penalties for rapists and other
measures after the December 16, 2012
attack. But activists blamed stalled par-
liament proceedings for blocking a key
bill  that would allow some minors
accused of “heinous” crimes to be tried
as adults.

Four of the other attackers, who were
convicted and handed the death penal-
ty in 2013, have appeals pending in the
top court. —AFP

NEW DELHI: India’s prime minister is expected to promote
deals for Russian nuclear reactors and military helicopters
worth billions of dollars on a trip to Moscow next week,
attracted by promises to transfer technology that Western
nations have been slow to make.

Russia and India will manufacture 200 Kamov-226T heli-
copters in a joint venture, a Russian and an Indian govern-
ment official said, in the first big step for Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s campaign to build a domestic industrial base
and reduce the military’s dependence on expensive imports.
Modi, who heads for Moscow on Dec. 23, will also offer Russia
a site in the southern state of Andhra Pradesh to build six
nuclear reactors of 1,200 megawatts (MW) each, the same
sources added.

That is in addition to the six Russia is constructing in neigh-
bouring Tamil Nadu state, said the officials, who spoke on
condition of anonymity because they were not authorised to
speak to the press.

New Delhi has turned to Russia as US firm General Electric
and Westinghouse, a US-based unit of Japan’s Toshiba , are
still weighing an entry into India’s nuclear energy sector
because of a law that makes reactor suppliers liable in case of
an accident.

Modi’s “Make-in-India” push for a military that has been the
world’s biggest importer for the last four years has also made
little headway, with negotiations stalled over issues including
technology transfer and the local assembly of equipment. For
Russia, India offers an alternative, fast-growing outlet for its
exports as sanctions imposed by the West squeeze the econo-
my.

“While others are making promises, Russia is moving for-
ward with the Make-in-India program,” the Russian govern-
ment source said.

RUSSIA LET DOMINANCE SLIP
Moscow, which has maintained close ties with India since

the Cold War, has in recent years slipped behind the United
States and Israel in securing orders in the Indian defence mar-
ket, estimated to be worth $130 billion over the next seven
years.

Now Russian President Vladimir Putin is banking on India’s
drive to manufacture at home to regain market share. “The
objective is that whatever we do with Russia, that will have a
‘Make-in-India’ component,” said Amitabh Kant, the top
Indian bureaucrat leading the push to turn India into a global
manufacturing base.

Under an inter-government agreement to be signed dur-
ing Modi’s trip, Moscow will set up a production line for the
light helicopters that will supply the Indian military but also
eventually Russia, the Russian official said.

India’s state-run Hindustan Aeronautics and Anil Ambani’s
Reliance Defence are in the running as local partners for the
deal for the 200 twin-engined helicopters, estimated at $1 bil-
lion, to replace India’s ageing fleet of Cheetah and Chetak hel-
icopters. “The choice of the Indian partner has been left to the
Indian government. We will work with anyone the govern-
ment nominates,” the official said.

India is also turning to Russia to secure overseas energy
assets to help fuel its economy.

Indian Oil Corp and Oil India, both state-owned, are in talks
with Russia’s Rosneft to buy up to a 29 percent stake in a
Siberian oil project, two sources said yesterday.

RUSSIA HAS THE ADVANTAGE
The helicopter deal would be the first major contract under

Modi’s drive to build weapons at home that has excited local
defence companies but failed to deliver any significant ten-
ders. As some Indian manufacturers look to Western firms for
the tie-ups needed to bring in technology and build locally,
Reliance is forging closer ties with Russia to jumpstart its nas-
cent bid to develop a defence business from scratch.

A Reliance executive, who asked not to be named, said
negotiations to win the joint helicopter venture would not
start until the two governments had agreed the deal.
Hindustan Aeronautics did not respond to a request for com-
ment.

A source close to Rosoboronexport, Russia’s state-owned
arms exporter, said India would produce 140 of the choppers
and Russia the remaining 60. Pre-contract work is underway
and the two sides expect to clarify the agreement during
Modi’s visit, the source said. —Reuters

‘Setback for the entire country’

India, Russia eye nuke,
helicopter deals before

Modi’s Moscow visit

AMRITSAR: Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) workers hold a candlelight march during a protest against the Punjab government
in Amritsar yesterday. The protest was held against the growing incidence of violence against the Dalit community and
demanded a CBI probe into the incidence of Abohar in which the arms and legs of Dalits were chopped. —AFP 


