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BRUSSELS: European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker, left, speaks with European Council President Donald
Tusk, center, during a round table meeting an EU summit in Brussels yesterday. — AP

BRUSSELS: Shocked by the bloody Paris
attacks, European Union leaders yester-
day vowed an “uncompromising fight
against terrorism” and called for wide-
ranging countermeasures ranging from
beefed-up immigration controls to a
crackdown on illicit weapons trafficking.

Leaders of the 28 EU member coun-
tries also pledged quick action to better
restrict violent extremists’ ability to
finance their actions, including via the
imposition of asset freezes and other
restrictive measures.

The Brussels summit was the first
time the EU leaders had assembled
since the Nov 13 attacks, claimed by the
Islamic State organization, that killed
130 and wounded hundreds more in
Paris.

Those attacks “have only strength-
ened our resolve to continue our
uncompromising fight against terrorism
and to make full use of all the tools at

our disposal, including close coordina-
tion with key partners such as the
United States,” EU leaders said in a joint
statement. They also agreed it was cru-
cial to implement systematic and coor-
dinated border checks at European
countries’ external frontiers in order to
know who was coming and going, and
promised to rapidly review proposals by
the EU’s executive arm to clamp down
on the illicit sale of firearms, especially
the high-powered semi-automatic
weapons that were used by some of the
Paris attackers.

Visa liberalization
European Commission head Jean-

Claude Juncker recommended yester-
day the EU should offer visa-free short-
stay travel to Ukraine, Georgia and
Kosovo, all three locked in bitter dis-
putes with Russia. “The Commission this
morning took a positive position on the

liberalization of visas for Georgia,
Kosovo and Ukraine,” Juncker said after
an EU leaders summit in Brussels.

“Accordingly, the Commission was
able to propose to EU leaders that they
take rapid decisions on visa liberalisa-
tion for the three countries,” he said.
Juncker said he had met pro-western
Ukraine President Petro Poroshenko ear-
lier this week iron out the last remaining
issues.

Officials said the Commission will
draw up a formal proposal early next
year which the European Council, the
bloc’s political leaders, and the
European Parliament will then have to
approve.

The 28-nation EU suspended visa lib-
eralization talks with Russia as it ratch-
eted up punitive measures, later to
include damaging economic sanctions,
over its role in the deepening Ukraine
crisis. —Agencies
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Russia opens black box of jet downed by Turkey
MOSCOW: In  the presence of  foreign
experts, Russian officials yesterday opened
the damaged black box of a warplane shot
down by Turkey last month, promising a
transparent probe into the incident.

Officials warned that the memory card
sustained damage as they opened the
orange-painted flight recorder, with British
and Chinese experts observing the proce-
dure, an AFP correspondent saw.

Wearing lab coats and gloves, technicians
used screwdrivers, drills, and even a vacuum
cleaner as they opened the device under the
watchful eyes of military personnel and

dozens of journalists in a live national televi-
sion broadcast. 

“Our specialists extracted the memory
card, but unfortunately it sustained mechan-
ical damage,” said Sergei Bainetov, the
deputy head of flight safety in the Russian
armed forces,  without elaborating on
whether flight data could have been lost.
“The commission will discuss the situation
calling upon international observers,” he
added.

The military said the black box had sus-
tained damage, including multiple scratches
and dents, but had not been exposed to the

fire at the crash site. The black box’s findings
will be revealed on Monday, the air force
said. Sergei Dronov, deputy head command-
er of the Russian air force, for his part said
the device was being analysed “openly for
the Russian and international public” after
President Vladimir Putin had ordered that it
be opened in the presence of foreign spe-
cialists. 

Moscow and Ankara have been locked in
a bitter spat over Turkey’s downing of the
Su-24 jet on November 24, which led to the
deaths of a pilot and another serviceman
who attempted to rescue him.

They were Russia’s first combat casualties
of the Syrian campaign, which it launched
on September 30.

Turkey says the Russian jet strayed into
its airspace and ignored repeated warn-
ings, while Moscow insisted it did not cross
over from Syria and accused Ankara of a
planned provocation. “We have sufficient
evidence that proves that the Russian air-
craft did not violate Turkish airspace,” said
Dronov, adding that the downed plane
had been flying in Syrian airspace 5.5 kilo-
metres (around three miles) from the bor-
der with Turkey. —AFP

WARSAW: Russia is expelling a Moscow correspondent for a
leading Polish newspaper in a tit-for-tat move after a Russian
reporter in Poland was stripped of his right to reside in Poland
amid suspicions of espionage. Roman Imielski, managing edi-
tor for Gazeta Wyborcza, said on Twitter yesterday that corre-
spondent Waclaw Radziwinowicz had been told to leave
Russia. The Russian foreign ministry later confirmed the move.

Imielki said “this is a response to the expulsion from
Poland” of Leonid Sviridov, a Russia reporter with the Kremlin-
funded Rossiya Segodnya news service, who left Poland last
Saturday. Poland’s Internal Security Agency said Sviridov was
a threat to Poland’s security, though it kept his case top secret
and never revealed what evidence it had against him. Polish
media said Sviridov was suspected of spying for Russia, some-
thing Sviridov denied.

The Interfax news agency on Friday quoted Radziwinowicz
as saying that he was ordered to leave Russia within a month
and was stripped of his Foreign Ministry accreditation, which
makes it impossible for him to work in Russia.

He said he had been summoned to the Russian foreign
ministry earlier yesterday where his accreditation card was
taken from him. Moscow on Friday said plainly that
Radziwinowicz’s expulsion for a tit-for-tat move. Foreign
Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said the Polish jour-
nalist was ordered out of Russia “on the principle of reciproci-
ty.” “As of today, the Polish correspondent can no longer work
as a journalist in the Russian Federation,” Zakharova said. “This
is a forced step, it was not our choice. But foreign counter-
parts should realize the consequences of unfounded persecu-
tion of Russian journalists.”

Prior to the expulsion, Radziwinowicz was reportedly
involved in publishing a book of dialogues between Gazeta
Wyborcza’s editor-in-chief Adam Michnik and Russian opposi-
tion leader Alexei Navalny. Navalny’s associate Vladimir
Ashurkov in a Twitter post yesterday hailed the journalist for
an  “important role in preparing the book.” —AP
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LUANDA: Angolan President Jose Eduardo dos Santos called yes-
terday for a crackdown on social media, heightening concerns
about the tolerance of dissent or political opposition in Africa’s
number two oil producer.

In a surprise television address, dos Santos, who has run the
former Portuguese colony since 1979, said websites such as
Facebook were useful for disseminating information but were
being abused to publish “derogatory and morally offensive con-
tent”. He demanded the government introduce legislation to
curb such activities. His statement came hours after a judge sus-
pended the trial of a group of activists accused of rebellion for
organizing a reading of US academic Gene Sharp’s 1993 book:
“From Dictatorship to Democracy: A Conceptual Framework for
Liberation”.

The book’s blurb describes it as “a blueprint for non-violent
resistance to repressive regimes”. The 15 youths on trial have
been electronically tagged and placed under house arrest until
proceedings resume next month, the judge said. —Reuters


