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US fans celebrate 
Wambach’s final game

NEW ORLEANS: Abby Wambach threatened to score sev-
eral times in the final game of her extraordinary career,
but China shut out the World Cup champion United
States 1-0 on Wednesday night to hand the Americans
their first loss on home soil in more than a decade.

Wambach played 72 minutes, managing two threat-
ening headers and a shot from inside the penalty area
before subbing out of a match for the final time. The
career leader in international play - for men and women,
with 184 goals- kicked off her cleats and hugged each
teammate on the field before walking to the bench,
smiling, to embrace her coaches and remaining team-
mates as the crowd chanted her name. “I love this
team,” Wambach said in comments delivered on the
field to fans after the game.  “It has been my pleasure
and my honor to represent you all, the fans for as long
as I’ve been able to. ... 

The future is so bright. These women are going to kill
it.” And she made it clear that, despite the loss, it was
time to celebrate, saying, “Bourbon Street, watch out,”
before dropped the microphone on the field walking off
alone as her teammates waited behind, applauding with
the rest of the crowd.

China scored in the 58th minute, when forward Wang
Shuang volleyed in a bounding cross from Wang
Shanshan. The US had gone 104 home games without

losing since falling 3-1 to
Denmark in 2004. Kristine
Lilly and Mia Hamm start-
ed that 3-1 loss Denmark
in Philadelphia, while
Wambach came in as a
sub. The US women had
gone 92-0-12 since. The
Americans nearly tied it
in the 87th minute when
Lindsey Horan beat goal-
keeper Zhao Lina, but
Horan was ruled just a
step offside when she
received the pass from
Christen Press. That was

the closest of several near misses. Horan’s header forced a
diving save by Lina in the 82nd minute. In the 84th
minute, Carli Lloyd’s pass sent Press into the penalty area
for a hard drive from the left side. But Press, who had
subbed in for Wambach, shot it right at Lina. In added
time, Emily Sonnett’s header went just over the cross bar.
The game wrapped up the US’s nine-game victory tour in
which it went 7-1-1, outscoring opponents 40-3.
Wambach got her 10th start of the year in her send-off
game and also was designated the captain.

TRADEMARK HEADERS
It was apparent from the outset that the Americans’

plan of attack was based in part on sending high crosses
into the penalty area in hopes of connecting with
Wambach for one of her trademark headers. She put
two headers toward goal in the first 2 minutes, but both
were blocked away by defenders.

In the 30th minute, Wambach was able to sidestep a
defender and attempt a lunging toe-poke from about
10 yards out, but couldn’t muster the power or place-
ment to beat Zhao. Some of the greats in women’s soc-
cer were drawn to the Superdome for the game, includ-
ing Mia Hamm and Brandi Chastain, who starred on the
1999 World Cup-winning squad. 

Official US Soccer banners lining field-level walls and
covering the tunnels to the locker rooms read, “Only
one Abby.” And when the teams took the field shortly
before kickoff, fans along the sideline held up yellow
and black cards with the same slogan.

Before the starting lineups were announced, US
Soccer presented Wambach with a rendering of her
famous, game-tying head-ball goal against Brazil in the
2011 World Cup. 

Just below the image was the word, “POWER.”
Wambach was ready to take it all in. She appeared to
record video as she walked of the field after warm-ups
of fans chanting her name, and she paused briefly to
wave. A festive crowd of nearly 33,000 acknowledged
Wambach at seemingly every opportunity. — AP

OAKLAND: Klay Thompson scored 27 of his
season-high 43 points in the third quarter as
the Golden State Warriors responded to their
first loss after a 24-0 start by beating the
Phoenix Suns 128-103 on Wednesday night.
Stephen Curry added 25 points on 10-of-14
shooting and seven assists as Golden State
returned home from its two-week trip that
ended with its lone defeat, 108-95 on
Saturday night at Milwaukee. That also ended
a 28-game overall winning streak by the
Warriors, second-longest in NBA history.
Draymond Green had 16 points, 11 rebounds
and 10 assists for his fourth triple-double this
season, while Thompson hit 15 of 22 shots
and 8 of 13 3-pointers in his first 40-point
game this season. Mirza Teletovic scored 24
points off the bench to lead the Suns, whose
poor showing sent the sellout crowd to the
exits midway through the fourth.

SPURS 114, WIZARDS 95
Kawhi Leonard scored 27 points as San

Antonio set a club record with its 23rd straight
home victory, rolling past Washington.
LaMarcus Aldridge added 14 points and Manu
Ginobili and Patty Mills each had 11 for San
Antonio. The Spurs are 14-0 at home and 22-5
overall. John Wall and Marcin Gortat had 20
points apiece for the Wizards. Gortat grabbed
10 rebounds. Washington was without lead-
ing scorer Bradley Beal and fellow starter
Nene. 

HEAT 104, NETS 98
Dwyane Wade scored 10 of his 28 points in

the fourth quarter, and Hassan Whiteside had
20 points and 13 rebounds to help Miami beat
Brooklyn. Goran Dragic added 16 points,
Gerald Green had 13 and Justise Winslow 11
for Miami in the Heat’s third straight victory.
Brook Lopez scored 25 points, and Jarrett Jack
had 22 points and 10 assists for the Nets. They
dropped the final three games of their six-
game homestand. The Nets cut it to 101-98
when Jack made three free throws with 1:01
left. Wade countered with a floater with 43
seconds remaining, and Dragic capped the
scoring with a free throw with 5 seconds left.

CLIPPERS 103, BUCKS 90
Chris Paul had 21 points and eight assists

as Los Angeles overcame center DeAndre
Jordan’s ejection to beat Milwaukee. Jordan
had nine points and eight rebounds in 18 min-
utes. He left with 6:49 remaining in the third
after getting a pair technical fouls from refer-
ee Marc Davis with the Clippers leading 66-52.
The calls stemmed from a battle over a loose
ball with Bucks guard Michael Carter-Williams.
J.J. Redick scored 19 points and Blake Griffin
added 15 points for the Clippers. O.J. Mayo
and Michael Carter-Williams each scored 17
points for the Bucks. They have lost 11 straight
on the road.

KNICKS 107, TIMBERWOLVES 102
Carmelo Anthony had 20 points, 15

rebounds and nine assists, and Arron Afflalo
scored 29 points, as New York beat Minnesota.
Kristaps Porzingis had 11 points, six rebounds,
six blocks and three assists for the Knicks in his
first matchup against fellow rookie and No. 1
pick Karl-Anthony Towns. Towns had 25
points and 10 rebounds, Andrew Wiggins had
23 points, and Zach LaVine added 19 points
for the Timberwolves.

THUNDER 106, TRAIL BLAZERS 90
Kevin Durant scored 24 points, leading

Oklahoma City past Portland for its sixth
straight victory. Dion Waiters scored 18 points,
Enes Kanter had 12 points and 13 rebounds,

and Steven Adams added 11 points and 11
rebounds for the Thunder, They have held
seven consecutive opponents under 100
points. C.J. McCollum scored 24 points and
Damian Lillard added 20 for the Trail Blazers,
but Lillard was held scoreless on 0-for-9 shoot-
ing in the second half.

BULLS 98, GRIZZLIES 85
Jimmy Butler scored 24 points and Derrick

Rose added 19 as Chicago beat Memphis.
Butler and Rose shook off recent illnesses, and
the Bulls used a big third quarter to tie a sea-
son high with their fourth straight win. Doug
McDermott scored 17 points - one shy of his
career high - and hit four 3-pointers. Pau Gasol
added 10 points and 14 rebounds in his 21st
game against younger brother Marc. Courtney
Lee tied a season high with 18 points for
Memphis.

HAWKS 127, 76ERS 106
Paul Millsap scored 21 points and Jeff

Teague added 18 as Atlanta routed
Philadelphia to snap a three-game skid. The
Hawks had lost 11 of 18 after starting the sea-
son 7-1, but they never trailed against the
woeful Sixers, who dropped to 0-16 on the
road, 1-26 overall. Isaiah Canaan finished with
a season-high 24 points for Philadelphia.

PACERS 107, MAVERICKS 81
Monta Ellis scored 13 of his 19 points in the

third quarter, C.J. Miles added 20, and Paul
George had 19 to help Indiana beat Dallas.
The Pacers trailed 47-45 at halftime, and

outscored Dallas 30-17 in the third quarter.
Ellis was scoreless in the first half, but the for-
mer Maverick scored six straight points early
in the third to ignite the Pacers. Indiana led by
26 in the fourth quarter. Raymond Felton had
16 points for Dallas.

MAGIC 113, HORNETS 98
Channing Frye had a season-high 17

points in Orlando’s victory over Charlotte.
Evan Fournier had 15 points, Nik Vucevic had
14 points and eight rebounds, Elfrid Payton
had 12 points and nine assists and Tobias
Harris had 13 points for Orlando. The Magic
led by 25 points in the fourth quarter before
turning the game over to the reserves.
Reserve Jeremy Lamb led the Hornets with 16
points.

PELICANS 104, JAZZ 94
Ryan Anderson scored 24 points to lead

New Orleans past Utah. Anthony Davis had 17
points and 13 rebounds, and Eric Gordon
added 19 points for the Pelicans. Derrick
Favors had 16 of his 22 points in the third
quarter, added seven rebounds and matched
a career high with five assists for Utah. Gordon
Hayward had 20 points and six rebounds.

PISTONS 119, CELTICS 116
Kentavious Caldwell-Pope scored a career-

high 31 points as Detroit beat Boston. Reggie
Jackson finished with 23 points, including 14
in the third quarter. Andre Drummond had 16
points and 12 rebounds. Jarded Sullinger had
17 points and 10 rebounds for Boston. —AP

Warriors rebound to 
thrash Suns 128-103

OAKLAND: Ronnie Price #14 of the Phoenix Suns drives on Stephen Curry #30 of
the Golden State Warriors at ORACLE Arena on December 16, 2015 in Oakland,
California. — AFP
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