
43S p o r t s
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2015

BOSTON: Brian Dumoulin #8 of the Pittsburgh Penguins defends Brad Marchand #63 of the Boston Bruins during the
third period at TD Garden on Wednesday in Boston, Massachusetts. The Bruins defeat the Penguins 3-0. — AFP

BOSTON: Tuukka Rask stopped 34 shots for his fourth shutout
of the season and Jimmy Hayes ended a 15-game goal
drought as the Boston Bruins beat Pittsburgh 3-0 on
Wednesday, keeping new Penguins coach Mike Sullivan win-
less after his first two games. Max Talbot and Ryan Spooner
also scored, while Finland’s Rask got his 30th career shutout.
Pittsburgh backup goalie Jeff Zatkoff had 26 saves as the
Penguins lost for the seventh time in nine games (2-4-3).
Sullivan replaced fired coach Mike Johnston on Saturday, and
Pittsburgh lost 4-1 to Washington in his debut Monday night.
In the day’s other game, Braden Holtby made 26 saves to help
the Washington Capitals to a 2-1 home win over the Ottawa
Senators. Holtby lowered his NHL-best goals-against average
to 1.83. He has allowed three goals in his last three games,
making 35 saves in a 2-1 victory at Tampa Bay on Saturday
night and 44 in Monday’s victory over Pittsburgh. Michael
Latta opened the scoring in the first period and helped set up
John Carlson’s second-period goal. Washington’s Tom Wilson
was hit with a late match penalty, and Bobby Ryan scored for
Ottawa on the power play with 4:14 left Eastern Conference-
leading Washington has won three straight and four of its last
five. Ottawa has lost three of its last four.

Capitals 2, Senators 1
Fueled by another fantastic effort between the pipes from

goaltender Braden Holtby, the Washington Capitals continued
their franchise-best start with a 2-1 triumph over the Ottawa
Senators.

Holtby turned away 26 shots, including several highlight-
reel stops in the second period, to improve to 12-0-1 in his last
13 games and pick up his league-leading 20th victory of the
season.

The Eastern Conference-leading Capitals continued their
dominance of the Atlantic Division, now having earned points
in 27 of their last 29 games against those teams. The Senators
made things interesting late due to a match penalty called on
Washington right winger Tom Wilson with 4:40 remaining in
the third period. Just 24 seconds later, right winger Bobby
Ryan ended Holtby’s shutout bid with his 10th goal of the sea-
son but Ottawa could not find the equaliser.— Reuters

Tuukka Rask, Bruins 

blank Penguins 3-0

Washington 2, Ottawa 1.

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS  
Dallas 23 6 2 107 80 48   
St. Louis 18 10 4 82 78 40   
Minnesota 16 7 6 79 68 38   
Chicago 17 11 4 85 78 38   
Nashville 15 10 6 81 81 36   
Colorado 15 16 1 88 88 31   
Winnipeg 14 15 2 85 95 30   

Pacific Division
Los Angeles 19 9 2 78 66 40   
San Jose 15 14 1 78 79 31   
Arizona 14 14 2 81 95 30   
Calgary 14 14 2 80 104 30   
Edmonton 14 16 2 87 96 30   
Vancouver 11 13 8 81 92 30   
Anaheim 11 13 5 56 73 27   

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Montreal 20 9 3 101 73 43   
Boston 17 9 4 96 80 38   
Detroit 16 9 6 79 79 38   
Ottawa 16 11 5 98 95 37   
Tampa Bay 16 13 3 78 73 35   
Florida 15 12 4 81 75 34   
Buffalo 13 16 3   74 86 29   
Toronto 10 13 6   68 81 26   

Metropolitan Division
Washington 22 6 2 91 64 46   
NY Rangers 19 9 4 94 74 42   
NY Islanders 18 9 5 90 77 41   
New Jersey 16 11 4 76 75 36   
Pittsburgh 15 12 3 68 74 33   
Philadelphia 13 12 6 66 86 32   
Carolina 12 14 5   77 96 29   
Columbus 11 19 3 76 100 25   
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the standings and
are not included in the loss column (L).

NHL result/standings

Williamson shrugs

off suspected

broken finger

HAMILTON: New Zealand master batsman Kane Williamson
yesterday said he had no concerns about playing with a sus-
pected broken finger as he looks to maintain his phenomenal
form in the second Test against Sri Lanka.

Williamson, averaging 88.58 in Tests in 2015, took a nasty
blow to the hand in the first innings of New Zealand’s first-
Test victory, where he scored 88 and 71 and became only the
fifth player to pass 1,000 Test runs this year.  Ahead of the sec-
ond and final Test in Hamilton, which starts on Friday,
Williamson described his injury as “part and parcel” of cricket
and said he would not seek treatment during the series.

“It’s irrelevant if it is or not, nothing will change,” said the
world’s number three-ranked batsman, when asked whether
he thought the finger was broken.

“It’s part and parcel of cricket I suppose. You get a few
knocks on the fingers and when it doesn’t get hit it settles a
little bit and gets a bit less sensitive.”

Williamson said New Zealand will keep their winning com-
bination for the second Test after being presented with
another green-top wicket in Hamilton.  With conditions ripe
for seam and swing bowling, New Zealand ruled out bringing
in an extra spinner and opted to maintain their four-pronged
pace attack.

New Zealand won the first Test in Dunedin by 122 runs
despite losing the toss and being forced to bat first.  “We’re
playing the same (line-up) as the last match, with the look of
the surface we will go in with that extra seamer,” Williamson
said, suggesting New Zealand would likely bowl first if they
win the toss.  “It’s green, Dunedin was green, and we just feel
it might be more suited to seam bowling.”

Their cause was helped by the inexperienced Sri Lankan
attack being unable to capitalise on the conditions, but
Williamson does not expect New Zealand to get off so lightly
this time. 

“I’m sure they would have learned a lot (in Dunedin) and it
should be a good game,” he said. Sri Lanka will not confirm
their line-up until just before the game, but captain Angelo
Mathews indicated changes were also unlikely.  “The wicket’s
really green, lots of grass on it, so it’s definitely bowl first and if
we bowl first we’ll look to rectify the mistakes that we did in
Dunedin because we were nowhere near our best,” he said.
“This will do a lot more than Dunedin, it has a lot more grass
and the seamers will come into play. 

“It doesn’t really matter if we lose the series 2-0. We’ve got
to go out there and keep positive right from the word go, not
look to be too cautious, just go out there and play good crick-
et.” -—AFP

N Zealand to stick

with seamers for

second S Lanka Test

HAMILTON:  New Zealand will keep their winning combina-
tion for the second Test against Sri Lanka, batsman Kane
Williamson said yesterday after an inspection of the pitch
showed another green-top wicket. 

With conditions ripe for seam and swing bowling, the pos-
sibility of bringing in an extra spinner was ruled out with New
Zealand maintaining a four-pronged pace attack when the
Test starts in Hamilton on Friday.  “We’re playing the same
(line-up) as the last match, with the look of the surface we will
go in with that extra seamer,” Williamson said, indicating New
Zealand would likely bowl first if they win the toss.  “It’s green,
Dunedin was green, and we just feel it might be more suited
to seam bowling.

“It’s more important to look at the conditions, horses for
courses as they say, and go in with the team best suited.”
New Zealand won the first Test in Dunedin by 122 runs
despite losing the toss and being forced to bat first. 

Their cause was helped by the inexperienced Sri Lankan
attack being unable to capitalise on the conditions, but
Williamson does not expect New Zealand to get off so lightly
this time. 

“I’m sure they would have got a lot out of that surface and
they had quite a new-look side over here as opposed to when
we last played them here, so I’m  sure they would have
learned a lot and it should be a good game,” he said. —AFP


