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PARIS: Swashbuckling Valentino Rossi
accused Spanish riders of ganging up on
him as he was denied a career crowning
tenth world title in a cut-throat 2015
MotoGP season, won by his dogged
Yamaha teammate Jorge Lorenzo. 

After a storming start to the season
with 12 straight podiums including four
GP wins, Rossi’s defining moment came
in the penultimate race, under relentless
pressure from Spanish defending cham-
pion Marc Marquez.  The Italian
appeared to suffer a rush of blood to the
head near the end of the Malaysia GP
and appeared to kick out at his young
rival, who subsequently crashed out,
whilst racing neck-and-neck around a
chicane.  

The ensuing hullabaloo saw politi-
cians, sports press and just about all bike
fans join a heated debate as to whether
or not Rossi had kicked Marquez, and
even wether or not the Spaniard had
been happy with this turn of events.  The
22-year-old 2014 world champion had
clashed with Rossi three times over the
season with the 36-year-old Italian first
describing him as a “no limits all or noth-
ing kind of rider”. 

He would soon go much further and
accuse Marquez of playing a “dirty
game” and refer to the fiery young
Spaniard as “Lorenzo’s bodyguard”,
claiming they had forged a pact to help
Lorenzo get the title once Marquez had
slipped too far down the points rankings
to retain it. 

The ‘kick’ earned Rossi a much-debat-
ed penalty, meaning he started the final
race of the season from the back.  His
only chance to retain the lead in the
championship would be one of the other
top riders winning the race to stop
Lorenzo from storming to a third world
title. 

However, Lorenzo led from flag to
flag without ever being challenged by

the two Spaniards-Marquez and his
Honda teammate Dani Pedrosa-that
stood between Rossi and his nemesis as
the laps ticked down.  For his part, the
Italian had stormed through the pack
within a handful of laps as race-watchers
moved to the edge of their seats for a
finale that the Italian couldn’t eventually
deliver. 

Whilst denying that “any pact” exist-
ed with Marquez, Lorenzo intimated
after the last race that his compatriots
had helped him win the title by not pass-
ing him.  “They knew what I had at
stake,” Lorenzo said. “The fact they are
Spaniards like me helped me. 

“In another kind of race they would
have tried to overtake, which they didn’t.
“If Valentino had been in my position
and with Italians behind they would
have done exactly the same.” 

Penalty warnings accumulate over a

12-month period with automatic sanc-
tions kicking in once a rider reaches four,
as in Rossi’s case when he was handed
three for his clash with Marquez.

At that point a rider is forced to start
from the back of the grid, a penalty
which ultimately was to hand the title to
Lorenzo, but which many felt was harsh.
The president of the Federation of
International Motorcycling (FIM) Vito
Ippolito now wants to change the rules. 

“Motorcycling is not a contact sport,
but contact is part of it,” Italian Ippolito
told AFP.  “If not, we would see proces-
sions not races. And having seen this
case I now feel each case should be
judged individually,” he said.

Lorenzo and Rossi are both scheduled
to ride for Yamaha again next season,
while pundits feel that Marquez will
have a better-performing Honda next
time around. — AFP
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Australia Rugby Union 

seals bumper new TV deal

SYDNEY: The Australian Rugby Union (ARU) has signed off
on a massive increase in its share of broadcasting rights for
the Super Rugby competition and international matches
after announcing a five-year agreement worth A$285 mil-
lion ($206.23 million).

The figure was a 148 percent increase on revenue
achieved from previous media rights arrangements, the
ARU said, while acknowledging that it paled in comparison
with the billion dollar deals achieved by rival Australian foot-
ball codes.  “Anything with a ‘B’ in front of it is clearly tempt-
ing but we are very, very happy with our meagre pickings,”
ARU chief executive Bill Pulver told reporters in Sydney.  “To
achieve a 148 per cent growth in revenue from your broad-
cast outcome, I suspect is the largest increase of any code
and it reflects, I think, the growing status that we enjoy in
the Australian sporting landscape.

“And I’m confident that that sort of trend will continue.
“So, look, it’s not for us to try and match those codes in
terms of the total broadcast value. “It’s up to us to get the
right growth we need for the growth of our game and I’m
very confident that we’ve achieved that.”

Australia’s National Rugby League (NRL) last month
announced a new broadcast and media rights deal worth
A$1.8 billion over five years, while the Australian Football
League (AFL), which runs the indigenous Australian Rules
code, sealed an A$2.508 billion six-year deal from 2017 in
August.  Rugby league is the dominant football code in New
South Wales and Queensland, while Australian Rules is the
most popular sport played in winter in Victoria, South and
Western Australia.  Soccer, the world’s most popular football
code, is gaining in popularity but still lags behind in com-
mercial muscle, netting just A$160 million from the current
four-year deal for the Australia national team and A-League
matches.  Cricket dominates summer sport in Australia and
attracted a domestic television deal for 2013/14-2017/18 in
June 2013 worth $590 million.

The agreement, which runs from 2016-20, is the ARU’s
share of a wider broadcasting rights package still being
finalised by the governing body SANZAR, which will expand
to include Argentina next year.

Pulver said the overall package, which is expected to be
finalised by early 2016, would be close to A$1 billion.  New
Zealand Rugby said they had completed an agreement with
pay provider Sky Television in New Zealand in Oct. 2014,
although they did not announce any details while the over-
all package was still being negotiated by SANZAR.  Britain’s
Sky Sports also said in October they had secured rights to
broadcast southern hemisphere games in the United
Kingdom. — Reuters

LOS ANGELES: Nearly three decades after she daz-
zled in the competition pool in Seoul Janet Evans
finds herself back in the thick of Olympic competi-
tion-as part of Los Angeles’ bid to win the 2024
Summer Games.

Evans, a Southern California native whose Olympic
career spanned three Games, is a staunch believer
that Los Angeles can deliver a supreme athletes’
experience if given the chance to host the Games for
a third time-after staging the global sporting extrava-
ganza in 1932 and 1984.

She was happy to take on the role of leading the
bid committee’s athletes’ commission, recalling how
the 1984 Olympics inspired her in her swimming
career. “I was a good swimmer, I went to the opening
ceremony, I watched Rafer Johnson (winner of the
decathlon at the 1960 Olympics) light that cauldron-
it moved me,” she told AFP.  “It made me want to be
part of the Olympic movement, it made me want to
do anything to be an Olympian.

“It became my passion,” she added.  “It’s what
Olympics do, they inspire entire generations of
young people who might not be inspired otherwise,
that’s why we all love the Olympic Games.” Four
years later Evans’s passion was on display in her own
Olympic debut in Seoul. Still just 17, she won gold in
the 400m and 800m freestyle and the 400m individ-

ual medley.
She added gold and silver medals four years later,

and now believes Los Angeles can offer a supreme
experience for Olympic competitors. “I do know that
these Games will be focused on the athletes,” said
Evans, who was tapped in October by a Los Angeles
committee taking over the US bid after Boston aban-
doned its campaign.

The International Olympic Committee is set to
decide on a host city in September of 2017, with
Paris, Budapest and Rome also in the running.

Evans, joined on the Los Angeles bid committee
by Los Angeles Lakers legend Magic Johnson-a mem-
ber of the iconic 1992 US Olympic basketball Dream
Team — believes the California city can offer an
unparalleled experience for competitors.

“Athletes will come first, will be at the center of
these Games, they will have advantages and they will
be helped far beyond any other Games,” Evans
vowed. 

“What we have in our plans are incredible, it will
be great for the athletes.” Evans concluded her
Olympic career at the 1996 Atlanta Games-the last
Summer Olympics hosted by the United States. She
said Olympians’ needs have evolved since then, and
she believes Los Angeles can cater to them. “Athletes
were always first, but I think we can do better for the

athletes,” she said.  “We can give them better training
facilities, accommodate them nutritionally in the
Village, make the facilities even better. “Athletes are
at the heart of it.” — AFP
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